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There are four peaks to climb until Manny reaches the top of the mountain. Each ledge is thinner
and more dangerous than the last. Thankfully, he has a strong cane. He uses the cane to pull
himself up. The climb is cold and snowy.

Day tumns to night and back to day again. A strong gust of wind threatens to blow him off-course.
But he persisis.

The last thing Manny remembers is opening his eyes at the botiom of the mountain. He doesin't
remember how he got there. To make things even strangert, he is wearing a fancy tuxedo,

The woman he loves is at the top of the mountain, waiting. He can hear her sweet voice, singing.

He remembers that she is waiting for him, but he doesn’t remember anything else. Manny guesses
he must have had an accident.

Maybe | hii my head and now | have amnesial he thinks.

The snow i3 thick and cold. It gets in his mouth as he climbs. He must be hungry because i tastes
sweet ke sugar. '
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"Hetlo! Is anyone there?” he hears back. I's the sound of his own voice-an echo coming back at
Jog s petpe
hirn.

"I ove you! I'm waiting for you!” he hears. Now this, this is not Ais voice. This is the sound of his
love calling for him.

He climbs higher and higher. Closer and closer. His arms ache from pulling. His tuxedo is coverad
in snow. Manny is soaking wet and exhausted. But he is also determined to get 1o the top.

"I fove you! I'm coming!" he calls back.

He hears what he thinks is the faint sound of laughter. Deep and booming. The laughter of the
gods?

Suddenly, the mountain is flooded with light. It's as if the sun were behind a door that was flung
open suddenly.

The mountain begins to spin, and Manny hangs on with all his might.
"Why is this happening?" he cries. But no answer comes.

The mountain spins and spins. The room spins and spins. It's bright and then dark again. He sees
trees and bright lights. Manny closes his syes and fails off the mountain. He fears this could be the

end.

When he tands, it is warm and soft. He feels himself lifted through the air. It is as if fate has saved
him. The next words he hears are:

"Whoops, that was a close call. We almost lost our groom!"
"Good caich!" says another voice.

Manny opens his eyes and find himseif on top of the mountain. Belial The woman he loves! He
rubs the snow from his eyes. The whirlwind had somehow picked him up and placed him right next
o her.

Bella stands in a pile of white snow, wearing a beautiful wedding dress. Manny laughs because
ne's goaking wet and dirty, covared n sticky snow.

He kisses her and she giggles. "You faste iike candy!” she says. "I'm s0 glad you're back! | thought
you woulld miss the wedding!”

Wedding?" Manny says. " don't rermember! Are we getling married?"
"Oh nol Not us,” Bella says, laughing. "Therm!"

she poinis to the sky, and for the first time he sees everything. There is a skylight and sunshine.
Theare is music playing. And people. Giant peoplel

Manny screams and falls back into the snow. Gianis! As talt as the mountain! Taller! They come by
and put thelr faces, with huge eyeballs as big as Manny's head, right up to him.

He thinks back to the laughier he heard before and the sunlight, suddenly so bright. Gods! I1's all
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Suddenly, he is lifted up into the air. A giant hand is coming for him. This is surely the end now. A
giant eye, a giant mouth. He is about to be eaten!

And then he sees it, a giant... napkin?

He hears Bella laughing helow him as the soft napkin cleans his ears, his face, and his suit. When
he is complelely clean, he is placed back on top of the mountain's snowy peak. He stands upright
next to Bella, and she holds his hand. The giant walks away as if nothing unusual at all has
happenhed.

"You look beautiful,” Bella says. "All clean! Are you ready?"
Music starts fo play. Manny hears a voice say: "Introducing the bride and groom!”

The mountain is moving through the air, soaring, rolling. Belia grabs his hand tightly and whispers,
"Get ready.”

One of the giants leans down and pats his head. He notices she looks just like Bella. She's
dressed in a beautiful white gown. This giant is also a bride.

"“You're beautiful, little man!” the giant says. At that, she takes out a giant knife.

The mountain tips slightly, as if a slice is being cut out of it. He sees the bride feeding cake to the
groom. The groom takes a big bite, and she smears frosting all over his face.

That's why the snow fasted so sweet, Manny thinks. /t's nof snow af all. I's cake frosting!

The snowy mountain is wheeled back into the corner, and Bella and Manny are finally alone
together.

't love youl" Manny says, and he takes her hand and kisses her sweetly. The kiss is every bit as
sweel as the cake they are standing on. Two wedding cake toppers in love,
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Mame: Prate:

1. Whalt is "the mountain™ in the story?

A. a wedding cake
B. a real mountain
C. a table

D. a cupcake

2, Where does the story take place?

A. on a mountain

B. in & bakery

C. at a wedding

D. on Mount Olympus

3. The "mountain” in the story is not a normal mountain. What evidence from the story supports
this conclusion?

A. The "mountain” has four peaks.
B. The "snow” tasies sweet like sugar.
C. There are strong gusts of wind,

D. Manny is wearing a tuxedo.
4. Read the following sentences:
"Manny closes his eyes and falls off the mountain. He fears this couid be the end.

"When he lands, it is warm and soft. He feels himself lifted through the air. lt is as if fate has saved
him. The next words he hears are:

"Whoaops, that was a close call. We almost lost our groomt™

What inference can be made about what happans in these sentences?

A. Manny falls off the cake and lands on the floor,

8. Manny falls off the mountain and Jands in the snow.

Ty

> Manny falls off the mountain and has a haliucination.

D, Manny falis off the cake and is caught by @ human.

& ¥What is this story mastly aboul?
AL @ dangerous, snowy mouniain
5. Manny and Bella's wedding
(. the wedding of two gods

1. two wedding cake toppers in love
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. Read the following sentences:

"He remembers that she is walting for him, but he doesn't remember anything eise. Manny
guesses he must have had an accident.

"Maybe I hit my head and now ! have amnesial he thinks."

What does "amnesia" mean as used in this sentence?

A. bicod joss
B. an accident
C. memory loss

D. an injury
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

At the beginning of the story, the setting appears to be on a mountain, by the end of the
story, this is not the case.

A. but
B. so
C. also
D. after

8. Who is getting married in the story?

9. Why are Manny and Bella wearing wedding ciothing?

10. In the story, ali is not as it originally seems. As the story progresses, the author gradually gives
the reader more details and reveals what the story is really about.

Identify and explain the key poinis in the story where the reader is given clues about what the story
is really abhout.
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fomkeys meve about ob Gayo Santiagn, lnown as Menkey island, in Puerte Rice on Oclober 4, 2017, Dne of the first places
Hurricane Marta hit in the U.S. territory on Septesnber 20, 2017, was Monkey island, a 4¢-acre outeropping off the sast coast
that Is considared ane of the wortd's most important sites for resegarch Into how prirmates think, socialize and evolve. Phoio
frony AP Photo/Famon Espinasa

CAYO BANTIAGO, Puerto Rico — On Septermber 20, the island of Puerto Rico was hitby a
terrible storm called Hurricane Maria. Puerto Rico is a U.S. terrifory in the Caribhean Sea. The
neople of Puerte Rico are American. They suffered much damage from the storm, with wing
and rain destroying many homes and roads. Thousands of people still do net have power or
waler,

The people of Puerto Rico have had & very hayd time. Thankfully, many rescue workers have
gone to the island 1o help,

One group that needs help lsn't human, though. Off the coast of Puerto Rico is a tiny istand
called Cayo Santiage. Many know it as Monkey Island, however, as it is home to more than
1,600 monkeys. The island iz like a natural laboratory: it is a place where sclentisis can study
monkays in the wild.
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The scientists are interested in everything from the monkeys' social behavior to their genes.
Genes are tiny bits of information that make up DNA, DNA tells animals' bodies how to grow. it
also holds clues into the history of how animals have changed over time.

The storm destroyed aimost everything on Monkey |stand. It wiped out plant life and wrecked
the mankeys' metal drinking containers. It also crushed the docks where boats land on the
island. As a result, workers have had a lof of frouble getiing food for the monkeys to the island.

Will FEMA Come To The Rescue?

"All of our tools were destroyed,” said Angelina Ruiz Lambides. She is the director of the Cayo
Santiago facility. She wondered who would pay for repairs and rescues.

"Doas FEMA cover this?" she asked.

FEMA, which stands for the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is a department of the
government. It gives people help after natural disasters like hurricanes.

So far, it does not look like any monkays died in the storm. They may have stayed safe by
climbing to high ground and grouping together under trees.

The island's history as a research center dates all the way back to 1938. That is when a man
named Clarence Ray Carpenter brought a group of monkeys to the United States for scientific
study.

Monkeys On island Are Contained Yet Free

Where would he put them? He wanted a place that would be partly cut off, but where they
could move freely. The goal was o study the monkeys in the wild without having to track them
across long disiances. On Monkey Island, the monkeys are free 1o explore. Since it is an
island, though, they cannot get too far.

Carpenter started with about 400 monkeys. That number has more than doubled.

Every animat born on the island is tattooed so that it can easily be identified. Scientists have
completely mapped the DNA of about 100 of them. They have mapped oui some of the DNA
of hundreds more.

Maonkey lsland draws researchers in from all over the world. Some scientists thare study
monkeys' sye movermenis. Others siudy thelr genes, and still others look at their social
behavior. Their discoveries will be used by sclantists working on a nuimber of problems
invoiving both monkeys and humans.

James Higham is a professor at New York Universlty who is studying the monkeys' behavior,
brains and communication on Monkey Istand. He said that the damage done by Hurricane
Maria had never been seen before,
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Emergency Food Supplies

Now the people who keep Monkey island running are rushing o bring bags of monkey food
onto the istand, bringing them over in a tiny sailboat. The monkeys are only heing fed what
they need to survive, because there is so little food.

Warkers are also frying to put the island's rainwater collectors and drinking containers hack
together.

Scientists from ouiside Puerto Rico are bringing in equipment to help out. Their work has been
paid for by donations. Many people have given money to help the effort.

The effort has been heroic, but Higham fears that it cannot continue for long.

"They're doing the best they can do under very difficult conditions,” he said. "But it needs help
and afteniion."

Thin crlinia e aundabude e B eaoadinn laemls af Bime s haommesbs mamn
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Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-5],

One group that needs help isn't human, though. OFff the coast of Puerto
Rico is a tiny island called Cayo Santiago. Many know it as Monkey
island, however, as it is home to more than 1,000 monkeys. The island
is like a natural laboratory. It is a place where scientists can study
monkeys in the wild.

Which phrase from the paragraph helps the reader to understand the meaning of "laboratory"?

(A)
(B)
{C)
(D)

group that needs help
Off the coast of Puerte Rico
where scientists can study

monkeys in the wilg

Read the sentence from the section "Monkeys Cn 1sland Are Contained Yet Free."

The goal was io study the monkeys in the wild without having to track
them across long distances.

Which of the following words, if it replaced the word “track” in the sentence above, would
CHANGE the meaning of the sentence?

(A)
(8)
(©)
(L)

follow
chase
pursue

hurt

Read the section "Will FEMA Come To The Raescue?

Selact the paragraph that BEST suppolts the conclusion that the monkeys were able 1o survive

the

hurricans on their own,

B L B T O LT s -NUpRy VAN, PR T PR T PR



NEWSELA

4 Read the paragraph from the section "Emergency Food Supplies.”

Now the people who keep Monkey Island running are rushing 1o bring
bags of monkey food onto the istand, bringing them over in a tiny
sailboat. The monkeys are only being fed what they need to survive,
because there is so little food.

Which of the following is the MOST accurate explanation of this paragraph?

(A}
(&)
(€)
(D)

There are no other monkeys that can be studied as easily as these.
Sailboale are the fastest and easiest way fo bring supplies {o the island.
Monkey Island is very important to scientific research all over the world.

The effects of the hurricane have made it hard to help the monkeys.



