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The Art of Singing

by Kyrig Abrahams

About six months ago, Alana finally started taking singing lessons. She's wanted to sing ever since
she was a young girl, and now she was finally realizing her dream, Today she auditioned for the
tead role in her school's production of Annie.

When Alana's mother took her to see Annie, Alana became inspired to really try singing. Annie

was performed at an old theater called The Palace. The Palace isn't like the big roultiplex movie
theater downtown. For one thing, it was built in 1922 and is considered a historical building. For
another, it only has one screen.

The stage at The Palace is decorated in an ornate fashion with red velvet curtains as tall as an
cak tree. The Palace only has a lobby and one room with a stage. The room is very big and the
sound echoes through the whole venue. If you were a loud opera singer, you could perform here
and would not need a microphone.

Alana’s favorite thing about The Palace was a series of giant brass pipes high up on the wall. To
her, they looked like a row of teeth. Alana later learned some history about them. As it furned out,

they were part of a great big pipe organ.

Back when the theater was first built, movies didn't have sound. So someone would sit at the edge
of the stage and play songs on the organ. That way, there would be music to go with the movie.
These were sitent movies, but they didn't call them "silent" back then. Many people didn't think
there would be a kind of movie with sound. When movies with sound came out, they called them
"Talkies." Only then did the once regular movies become known as "Silent Fiims."

Alana found out that the organ stopped functioning in the 1960s. Now it's just & decoration
because the music comes from the movie itself.

When Alana first saw Annie, she knew she wanted to audition for the lead role at some time in her
life. She went home and sang "Tomorrow.” She recorded herself singing and listened back to it,
but it didn't sound as good as she thought it had in her head.

Her mother explained that singing is a musical talent, like playing any instrument. "You can't just
pick up a trombone or a guitar and start playing #f, can you?"

"No, of course not!”
“Well, your voice is also an instrument. You need to learn how to use it."

At school, Alana joined a band and the glee club. She learned how o read sheet music and sing
scales, She also learned how to sing harmony and improvise with other students.

As Alana learned how to be a better singer, she learned different techniques. If she held her mouth
open in certain ways, she could make different sounds. She could open her mouth wide and
create an open, bright note. Or, she could push her bottom jaw out and make her voice sound
higher. Sometimes, she would scrunah up her face and create a nasal sound. She loved o
experiment with different sounds.,
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to the local library and took out some CDs to listen to. She wanted io take ful advantage of the
library's extensive CD collection.

These were the five artists she took out of the library:
Aretha Franklin

Janis Joplin

Billie Holiday

Whitney Houston

Bjork

Each of these women has a very different style of singing. They are all from different times and
eras. Billie Holiday was popular in the 1940s, whereas Janis Joplin was popular in the 1960s.
Janis performed at the famous Woodstock music festival. Whitney Houston had her first radio hit
in the 1980s. Bjork is from iceland and became popular in the early 2000s.

First, Alana put on Aretha Franklin. Aretha is affectionately known as the Queen of Soul. The song
"Respect” came on. She belted out the letters, "R-E~-S-P-E-C-T." Her voice was high pitched and
clear. Alana tried to emulate it, but she couldn't do it. It just sounded like she was screaming. This
I3 because her range wasn't high enough.

A “range"” represented a certain amount of tones. It is the distance between the lowest note and
the highest note a person can sing. Most people cannot sing as high and as powerfully as Aretha
Franklin can.

When Alana tried to hit these high notes, it didn't sound the same. She lost a lot of power in her
voice. Aretha sings high notes very loudly, but Alana sounded soft and operatic. She realized that
there is a very good reason for which Aretha is known as the Queen of Soul. "She's amazing!"
Alana thought.

Then, Alana put on some Billie Holiday. An oid jazz song called "Stormy Weather" played. When

Uhe began, her voice sounded high pitched and a little scratchy, but then she hit the word
weather" and suddenly it was really low. It resonated in her chest. Alana tried to recreate this. She

loosened her neck and shoulders and then breathed in from above her belly with the diaphragm.

Alana watched her befly get bigger and smalier as she breathed. She pushed with a breathy cry:
‘we-agaaather.” She thought that it sounded pretly good.

Alana ran through the other female artists, doing the same thing. She listened to their voices and
tried to copy them. Alana thought that Bjork sounded kind of silly, whispering and screeching fike @
chila. Janis Jophn screamed from her heart and soul, Whitney Houston sang powerfully and
cleady, fike the echoes of a church choir.

zach singer has a different voice because they form the notes in a different way. The human voice
s amazing and elastic. It can streteh in so many different ways. In fact, & person can make
different sounds just by choosing where to push the sound. In singing, this is called "placement "
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As Alana experimented with different ways of singing, she got more comfartable with what her own
voice naturally sounded like. And around this time, it was announced that her school would in fact
be producing their own performance of Annie. Alana wanied the lead!

When she auditioned for Annie, she sang very powetfully. She let all the notes resonate from her
vocal chords and echo around in her head.

"The sun't come out... tomorrow!" she belted out. "You're only... a dayyy... a.. wayyyyy!"
Her music teacher applauded.

"Alana, you've been working hard to become a better singer, and it shows. Congratulations.
You've got the lead role! You're our new Annig!"

When Alana heard this, her dream came true. But she knew her dream didn't just happen because
she wished and hoped it would. She'd been taking lessons and working hard. Finally, the hard
work had paid off. She walked home whistling a happy little song.
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~ Comprehension Quastions

Narme: Hate:

1. What event inspired Alana to reafly try singing?

A. She learned that The Palace theater had a big pipe organ.
. She sawAnnie at The Palace theater.
C. She joined the glee club at schoof.

D. She listened to Aretha Franklin sing "Respect.”

2. What was the result of Alana's efforts to practice singing?

A. She got to seeAnnie at The Palace.

B. Her mother gave her CDs of artists like Janis Joplin and Whitney Houston.
C. She saw Bjork perform live in lceland.

D. She won the lead role in her school's production ofAnnie.

3. Alana followed her mother's advice to learn how to use her voice like an
instrument. What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

A. Alana visited The Palace and sawAnnje.

B. Alana recorded herself singing "Tomorrow” and listened back to it.

C. Alana joined a band and the glee c¢lub at school and learned fo read sheet music
and sing scales.

D. Alana learned some history about the pipe organ in The Palace.

4. Which of the following best describes Alana?

A. confused
. discouraged
C. adventurous

12, motivated
5. What is the main idea of this story?

A Alana decides 16 become a singer after becoming inspired by the beautiful Palace
theatier,

B. Inspired to become a better singer, Alana practices hard and wins the lead role in
her school's varsion of Anrve.
Holiday.
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A. Read these sentences from the texi.

"Alana watched her belly get bigger and smaller as she breathed. She pushed with a
breathy cry: 'we-aaaaather."

Why did the author stretch out the word weather?

A. to imitate the sound Alana made when she sang
B. to emphasize how happy Alana felt when she sang
C. to show how hard it is to sing the word weather

D. to emphasize the importance of the word weather
7. Choose the answer that best compietes the sentence,

After seeing Annie, Alana went home and recorded herself singing “Tomorrow."
, the recording didn't sound as good as she thought it would.

A. Including
B. Earlier

C. However
2. Such as

8. What assignment did Alana's music teacher give her?

9. What did Alana do to help her with the assignment?

10, Explain how her music teacher's assignment helped Alana win the lead in Annie.

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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nat are neutron stars?
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An illustration of a neulron star. Hustration o Wikimedia,

Twilied physicisis and astronomers announced fast week the first-ever observation of the
merger of two neuiron stars, one of the most spectacularly violent phenomena in the Universe.
The crash created waves through the fabric of space-time and a flash brighter than a billion
SUNS,

But what arg neytron siarg?

Patrick Suiton is the head of Cardiff University's gravitational physics depariment. He
conttibuted to the discavery. Below, Sution answers a few guestions about this imporiant
finding.

Thie wviieln in awaifshbs ot R paasine lasbe at bitbeeeaveeala eaen
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What Are Neuiron Stars?

You can think of them as the coliapsed, burned-out cores of dead stars.

When a large star reaches the end of its Ufe, its core will collapse. The outer layers of the star
are blown off. You're left with an extremely exotic object, this neutron star.

A neutron star typically would have a mass that's perhaps half a million times the mass of the
Farth. But they're only about 12 miles across. That is about the size of London.

A handiut of material from this star would weigh as much as Mount Everest,

Neutron stars are very hot, perhaps a million degress. They are highly radioactive, and they
have incradibly intense magnetic fields. They are arguably the most hostile environments i
the Universe today.

This articio s available 91 5 reading ievels &1 bnsrmwsala.com.,
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Why Do Neutron Stars Merge?

It's very common for stars ... in the Univarse to actually be formed in pairs by a given gas
cloud.

If the stars are large enough, then at the end of thelr life they explode and they leave behind
neutron star coves. The neutron stars will cantinue orbiting each other.

As they orbit, they give off gravitational waves. These waves carry away energy and so the
starg slowly fall closer and closer together.

As thay get closer together they orbii more and more uickly. The gravitational wave emission
speeds up,

You gel a runaway process then. The two stars, In the last few moments of their lives, will be
orbiting each other several hundred times per second, su moving al very close to the speed of
light. Eventually they will merge.

This aeticks = svailable a1 5 ragding lavels 26 bitos fnawsels. com, 3
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What Happens Then?

Because we don't understand exactly the mechanics of how these neutron stars work on the
interior, it's not certain what the final fate is.

I the siars are heavy enough, we're sure they will collapse to form a black hole. Some of the
remaining maitter ... will form what is calied an accretion disk orbiting just around the black
hole.

it may be that if the stars are light enough, they will actually form a single, very heavy neutron
star instead of a black hole. That may be siable and stay as a neuiron star forever, or it may
be unstable and eventually collapse into a black hole.

This articie is available a1 5 resdig lpvels st iitnerewselaeonm.
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Read the section "What Happens Then?" Select the paragraph from the ariicle that suggests not
ali collisions betwaen neutron stars result in black holes.

Fead the sentence fram the section "What Are Neuiron Stars?

You're left with an extremely exotic object, this neutron star.

Which selection from the article BEST supports the idea that neutron stars are "exotic"?

{A) When a large star reaches the end of its life, its core will collapse. The outer
layers of the star are blown off.

{B) They are highly radioactive, and they have incredibly intense magnetic fields.
They are arguably the most hostile environments in the Universa today.

{C) H's very common for stars ... in the Universe to actually be formed in pairs by a
given gas cloud,

()] If the stars are large enough, then at the end of their life they explode and they
teave behind neutron star cores. The neutron stars will continue orbiting each
other.

This article is available af 5 randing levels at Bilnsnewsala.oom.

Had
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3 Whict two selections from the arficle are ilusirated by the second graphic in the article?

€53

1. Thrilted physicists and astronomers announced last week the firsi-
ever observation of the merger of two neuiron stars, one of the
most spectacularly violent phenomena in the Universe. The crash
created waves through the fabric of space-time and a flash
brighter than a bilfion suns.

2. A neutron star lypically would have a mass thal's perhaps half &

milfion times the mass of the Earth. But they're only about 12
miles across. That is about the size of London.

. If the stars are large enough, then at the end of their life they
explode and they leave behind neutron star cores. The neutron
stars will continue orbiting each other.

4. You get a runaway process then. The two stars, in the last few

moments of their lives, will be orbiting each other several hundred
times per second, so moving at very close io the speed of light.
Eventually they will merge.

{A) 1and 3
(B) 2and 3
<) tand4
(I 2and 4
4 How do the image and text in the section "What Happens Then?" develop a coherent

understanding of neutron stars?

They highlight whai black holes are composed of and why they are so heavy,
Thay show the potential result of two neutron stars colliding.
They help the reader visualize what a stable, permanent neutron star fooks iike.

Thay provide context for how a neutron star behaves befora it buns out.
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