BALDWIN ARTS MAGNET
DANCE AUDITION REQUIREMENTS

GRADES 6-8

The Dance audition is held at Baldwin in the Dance Studio (Room 311) on the third floor. Please keep in mind that the audition is closed to observers. Students auditioning for Dance will be placed in one of two audition classes—Beginning or Experienced. Please review the following information regarding audition placement, appropriate dress, and the audition format. NO SOLO PRESENTATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR EITHER AUDITION.
BEGINNING STUDENTS are those with limited or no formal dance training. Formal dance training is defined as at least one year, within the past two years, of training in serious classical ballet training, stressing correct placement and technique. (2 or more classes per week.)
EXPERIENCED STUDENTS are those with formal dance training.  Formal dance training is defined as at least one year, within the past two years, of training in serious classical ballet training, stressing correct placement and technique. (2 or more classes per week.)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE BEGINNING AUDITION
Students should arrive at Baldwin fifteen minutes early, so they may change clothes and register.
DRESS: Girls and boys should wear loose fitting shorts and a t-shirt. Girls wishing to wear a black leotard, pink tights, and ballet slippers may do so. No jewelry may be worn. Hair should be pulled neatly into a ponytail or bun. No gum.

AUDITION FORMAT: The audition will last approximately 30-45 minutes. The audition consists of conditioning, stretching, and simple coordination exercises. Students will be guided through the audition by the dance faculty. All parts of the audition will be demonstrated by a dance teacher. 
Beginning students will be scored according to the following criteria:
Strength: Student can correctly execute and complete a series of abdominal, pushup, and back exercises without stopping.
Flexibility: Student remains in given stretch as instructed for the full length of time without releasing, maintaining proper form and posture.
Turn-out: Student demonstrates capability of a 90-degree turnout or more.

Coordination & Musicality: Student can connect movements fluently and keep a steady beat to music.

Alignment: Student maintains correct posture throughout the audition.

Recall in Movement Combinations: Students can quickly earn and perform movement combinations from memory . Combinations may include skipping, jumps, and shapes.

Energy and Performance Quality: Student demonstrates enthusiasm, high energy, and the ability to perform.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE EXPERIENCED AUDITION

Students should arrive at Baldwin fifteen minutes early so that they may change clothes and register.

DRESS: Girls should wear black leotard, pink tights, and soft ballet shoes. Students who have studied pointe work are asked to bring pointe shoes, but these are not required. Hair must be worn in bun. Skirts, warm-ups, jewelry, and gum are not permitted.
Boys should wear white t-shirt, black tights, and soft ballet shoes. Gym clothes or sweats and gum are not permitted.
AUDITION FORMAT: The audition will last approximately one hour and will consist of Classical Ballet, Modern, and Jazz dance combinations. Students will be guided through the audition by the dance faculty. All parts of the audition will be demonstrated by a dance teacher.
Experienced students will be scored according to the following criteria:
Strength: Student can correctly execute and complete a series of abdominal, pushup, and back exercises without stopping.

Plie, Tendu, Degage, Rond de Jambe: Student demonstrates each combination with appropriate degree of technique.

Stretching: Student demonstrates a degree of flexibility appropriate to his or her current level of training.

Adagio: Student can demonstrate control and balance in arabesque, promenade, and releve.

Petit Allegro: Student demonstrates ballon in changements, echappe, and pas de chat.

Pirouettes: Student demonstrates correct spotting technique in a single en dehors pirouette.

Grand Allegro: Student demonstrates ability to travel and perform precise transition movements with large jumps.

Modern: Student demonstrates coordination, recall, and musicality appropriate to level of training.
Jazz: Student demonstrates coordination, recall, and musicality appropriate to level of training.

Pointe: Students demonstrates strength, control, and correct alignment in simple combination in the centre.

Energy and Performance Quality: Student demonstrates enthusiasm, high energy, and the ability to perform.

Musicality: Student can perform movement combinations in time with music.

