MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
of the
HOUSE and SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, September 12, 2007

10:00 a.m.

Room 171, State Capitol Building

Little Rock, Arkansas

Representative Bill Abernathy, the Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE: Senator Jimmy Jeffress, Senate Co-Chair; Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Dave Bisbee; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Senator Gene Jeffress; Representative Nancy Blount; Representative Toni Bradford; Representative David Cook; Representative Curren Everett; Representative R. D. Saunders; and Representative Shirley Walters.

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: Senator Paul Bookout; Senator Jim Hill; Representative Tommy Baker; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Otis Davis; Representative Marilyn Edwards; Representative Billy Gaskill; Representative Rick Green; Representative Barry Hyde; Representative Mike Kenney; Representative Michael Lamoureux; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative Bill Sample and Representative Jon Woods. 

Representative Abernathy discussed the rationale for the creation of the Subcommittee, the tasks that have been assigned to it, and the process that would be used to carry out these tasks. 
Review of Legal Issues Concerning Educational Adequacy

Mr. Matt McCoy, Assistant Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General was recognized.  Mr. McCoy advised the Subcommittee that, after 15 years of litigation, the Arkansas Supreme Court had issued a ruling earlier in the year that found that the state had a constitutional system of public education.  He discussed the legal and legislative processes that led to the Supreme Court’s decision, citing specific enactments by the General Assembly that required priority funding for public education and ongoing reviews of the adequacy of the system.  Mr. McCoy stressed the importance of the State maintaining its focus on the condition of the public education system and taking appropriate actions to keep the system in constitutional compliance, which he described as accounting and accountability.  A lengthy discussion of the process to accomplish this ensued.
Representative Abernathy thanked Mr. McCoy for his remarks. 

Discussion of the Results of a Survey on Teacher Attrition

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Mr. Wilson discussed with the Subcommittee the results of a survey conducted by the Bureau of Legislative Research’s Research Division regarding teacher attrition.  After reviewing the rationale for conducting the survey and the methodology used, Mr. Wilson discussed the survey’s results.  Among the findings he discussed were:
· The top five reasons cited for leaving the teaching profession were child rearing (42%), low salaries and benefits (31%), student discipline problems (27%), lack of administrative support (25%), and opportunities in other fields (21%).
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· Teachers certified in math, sciences, or computer science were twice as likely as other teachers to leave the teaching profession for other employment opportunities.

· Teachers with graduate degrees were 65% more likely to stay in the teaching profession three or more years as a teacher without a graduate degree.
An extensive discussion of what could be done to address the teacher attrition issues ensued.  Dr. Ken James, Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized.  Dr. James noted that a certain level of teacher attrition was inevitable due to changes in the job market and individual decisions.  He noted the work being done by the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) to address this issue.
Representative Abernathy thanked Mr. Wilson for his report.
Discussion of Timeline for the Adequacy Study

Ms. Jerri Derlikowski, Administrator, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research was recognized.  Ms. Derlikowski had two documents distributed to members of the Subcommittee.  The first set out the statutory responsibilities assigned to Subcommittee regarding the completion of the pending study of the adequacy of the state’s educational system.  The second contained a detailed timeline for the collection of information necessary for the completion of the pending adequacy study.  A discussion of the contents of these documents ensued.
Representative Abernathy tanked Ms. Derlikowski for her report.

The Subcommittee recessed for lunch at 11:30 a.m.  The meeting resumed at 1:00 p.m.
Overview of Adequacy Studies Conducted Around the Country

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research and Dr. Brent Benda, Research Specialist, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research were recognized.  Dr. Benda provided the Subcommittee with a report on the various formats of adequacy studies and the strengths and weaknesses of each approach.

Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Benda for his report.
Discussion of Survey Instruments to be used in the Adequacy Study

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research and Ms. Jerri Derlikowski, Administrator, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research were recognized.  Utilizing a handout containing descriptions of the information to be requested, Mr. Wilson and Ms. Derlikowski discussed the methodologies the Research Division would use in collecting information for the pending adequacy study.  One method to be employed was a web-based survey of school superintendents, similar to the one used by Picus and Associates for collecting information in the previous adequacy study.  The other method to be used is a series of site visits to randomly selected schools in the state.  A lengthy discussion ensued concerning the size of and methodology employed to select the sample for the site visits, whether or not the list of sites to be visited should remain confidential, and the formatting of reporting the information collected back to the Subcommittee.
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Representative Walters was recognized and made a motion requesting the Research Division of the Bureau of Legislative Research to execute and complete the aggregate adequacy study plan and its components as proposed, including the methodologies and content of the surveys, and that state agencies cooperate and assist as needed, and that the sample of schools selected for the site visits remain confidential.  The motion was adopted, with Senator Hendren requesting to be recorded as having voted “no”.
Representative Abernathy announced the next meeting of the Subcommittee was scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 10, 2007.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

