INMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Technology Education

Course Syllabus

Welcome to Technology Education
In this 9 week course we will explore the constantly changing world of technology.  We will define technology and complete units of instruction that will help us to better understand its history, evolution and the many ways that it affects our global community.

So. . .  What do we actually do in Tech Ed anyway? 

In Technology Education (Tech Ed, for short), we will be exploring the many ways technology affects our lives. We will use computers and hands-on problem solving activities to learn about how our lives are impacted by the decisions we make regarding technology and our society.

That means this is just another computer class, right?

Absolutely not!! Tech Ed is NOT computer science. This is a pre-engineering, problem-solving and project oriented Career and Technical Education class. Think Pre-Engineering. For more information about Technolgy Ed and the State and National Standards we focus on please follow these links:

 
6th Grade - Exploring Engineering and Technology:  https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/Georgia%20Performance%20Standards%20CTAE/Engineering_Technology_grade6.pdf 
 
7th Grade - https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/Georgia%20Performance%20Standards%20CTAE/Engineering_Technology_grade7.pdf
 

8th Grade - Technological Systems: https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/Georgia%20Performance%20Standards%20CTAE/Engineering_Technology_grade8.pdf
 

As one of the main tools in our tool box, we will  be using a Pitsco Synergy Technology Lab. The modules listed will be offered and each student will experience 2-3 sessions with the lab each nine-week grading period. Please visit http://tinyurl.com/pitsco for more information and an in-depth description of the Pitsco Curriculum.

-Biotechnology
-Graphic Design
-Bridge Engineering


-Module Orientation
-Digital Video

-Computer Graphics and Animation


-Video Production
-Flight/Aviation
-Audio Broadcasting

Between the Modules’ 7-8 class period Rotations We will be involved in engineering oriented technology challenges that will more fully examine the aspects of students’ core subject education. 
And exactly who is teaching this class . . . ?
That would be me, Mr. Stapp – your Tech Ed. Teacher. Our class will meet for approximately one hour every-other day in the Technology Lab room 2083. I can be reached via email: jstapp@atlanta.k12.ga.us, or by phone: (404) 802-3200 ext-3214.

Do we actually receive grades for this class?

Most certainly! Students will be graded on the percentage of the total number of points he or she accumulates out of the total available during the term.  Grading breakdown:


Letter Grade




Percentage






A


     

90-100%






B


    

80-89%






C


     

70-79%






F


     

69% or Less


Each student will be given a copy of the calendar with the schedule for the entire 9-week term.  They have been encouraged to record these dates in their agenda books.

To develop the students’ sense of responsibility and accountability, late assignments will not be accepted. Of special note is our “Employability Index” which will comprise %10-15 of each student’s grade – this index will be based on attendance, work ethic and interpersonal skills as demonstrated in our classroom environment. Reporting to class on time, maintaining a positive attitude and the ability to complete assigned tasks are all factors in this grade.
A few things to remember . . . The classroom rules:

o        No talking while Mr. Stapp is talking!!!.
o        BE ON TIME!! Students will enter the class in a timely manner, take their assigned seat and begin the assignment(s) listed for their class on the wipe-board.

o        No food, candy, drinking or chewing gum are allowed. 

o        Come to class ready to learn with all materials needed: paper, pencils, homework assignments, etc.

o        Mr. Stapp dismisses class, not the bell.

Rewards and progress in Tech Ed:

“You mean we might actually get rewarded for our hard work and good behavior in Tech Ed. . .?” Absolutely! We have several contests and competitions in Tech Ed over the course of the grading period. Good conduct and the ability to stay on schedule as a class are also rewarded with alternative assignments and various extra-enrichment activities.

Disciplinary consequence schedule:
One goal of the technology education lab is to create the best possible environment for learning.  Student attitude and behavior is important.  Each student is responsible for his/her attitude and behavior.  Any behavior that keeps you or prevents others from learning will not be tolerated.  Consequences will be issued to students that fail to behave in a manner that promotes a positive learning environment.

First violation: 

Warning from the instructor.

Second violation:
Student will be removed from the activity/group, one day of 

independent work assigned, parents contacted.

Third violation:
Detention issued/1-2 days Independent assignment/ Parents 

Contacted.

Fourth violation:
2nd detention/Referral to counselor/Extended Independent bookwork will be assigned / parents will be contacted / Conduct grade “F”.

Fifth violation:
Administrative referral issued / parent contacted. 

Tardiness

Tardiness will not be tolerated. Each student will receive 1 warning for unexcused

tardiness. Students will be given 1 day detention for their second unexcused tardy

and this will also count against their employability index.

Note to Parents and Guardians:

This syllabus and list of class room rules is provided for you and your student’s benefit.  Successful learning is my main concern.  I believe that we all share this responsibility. Please sign the attached form to ensure that your student is aware of our expectations. I can be contacted by phone or email.  Work phone: (404)802-3200, ext:3214;  Email: jstapp@atlanta.k12.ga.us
 

I __________________________________ have read the attached syllabus and understand the expectations and requirements of the Technology Education class I will be completing this Nine-Weeks.
Student Signature:_________________________Date:_______________

Parent Signature: __________________ Date: ______________
