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Hansen/Rossetti/Rinkus
 December News

Important December Dates:
December 8: Early release at 10:35

December 11: Hansen/Rinkus Field Trip to MFA in Boston
December 12: Report Cards Online
December 19: Holiday Centers/Parents

December 22: Book Swap (see information below)
December 24-January 4: Winter Break

Literacy


We will be beginning Unit 3: Patterns in Nature. Throughout the unit we will be revisiting the essential question, “What are some patterns in nature?” We will be focusing on the following skills: cause and effect, fact and opinion, generalizing, and graphic sources. Many of these skills are challenging and require students to think at a more inferential level than they are used to. Throughout, we will continue to focus on comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency.

The skills we address in reading are also woven into our writing assignments. Using the Empowering Writing materials students are learning how to write opinion essays by using a “pick, list & choose” strategy and then taking those ideas to fill in an opinion pillar as their graphic organizer. This organizer will then be used to write a five-paragraph essay with an introduction, three main ideas with details, and a conclusion.
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Math 


Recently, the students worked in groups to create a multiplication game to be played by their classmates. This was a very successful project and the final products look amazing! We will be having a math test on Thursday focusing on 2 by 2 digit multiplication and place value. Most of the concepts are review and we are confident the students will do very well on this! Study guide will go home Tuesday.

Following the Common Core State Standards, we will introduce a PBL (Project Based Learning) called a “Resort Report”. The purpose of a PBL is to challenge students to learn through engagement with a real problem. The students go through an extended process of inquiry in response to a question. Our driving question is “How do we as project managers plan and design a resort that could be approved for building?” This will allow the students to practice 21st Century Skills (such as collaboration, communication & critical thinking), and create high quality, authentic products & presentations. We will be using the following skills: multi-digit multiplication, addition and subtraction of decimals and fractions, ordering fractions and decimals, multiplying fractions, addition and subtraction. We are able to insert the skills they need to learn into this project. 
Science


We have finished our Unit on Electricity and Magnetism.  The kids did a wondereful job on their tests and experiments. I hope they have shared their knowledge with you. We will be beginning our next big Life Science Unit on Animals.  We will learn about invertebrates/vertebrates, classifying animals according to the physical characteristics they share, recognizing that animals go through predictable life cycles and describing how animal characteristics adapt to changes in the environment.  Be on the lookout soon for an exciting animal project!!!
Social Studies


Mrs. Hansen is currently teaching about features and resources of the Southeast Region. We have watched a video on the Florida Everglades and began labeling the states and capitals on a map. Keep your eyes open for a states and capitals quiz on the Southeast Region. A study guide will go home.
-We are participating in the HOUR OF CODE which takes place the week of December 8-12 during Computer Science Education Week

· The Hour of Code is a self-guided activity for students of all ages, kindergarten and up. No experience is needed prior to doing this. Click on the following link for more information: http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/domain/488 
Holiday Book Swap

As part of our class Holiday celebration this year, we are going to have a book swap.  Each student who chooses to participate will bring in a new grade-level appropriate book (price limit $10.00). You will need to wrap the book and if you’re a boy, label your gift “boy” and if you’re a girl, label your gift “girl”. Each student will come home with a new book to enjoy over the holiday vacation.

Please send your child in with a wrapped book by Friday, December 19th. Our swap will be Monday, December 22nd.
Remember you can always contact us with questions, comments, or concerns. Happy Holidays! 
Sincerely,

Shannon Hansen
Lynne Rinkus

Jamie Rossetti

