SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ABBOTSFORD

344.3

INDEPENDENT STUDY

The School District of Abbotsford Board of Education supports independent study programs at the secondary level to the extent that current staffing and other factors permit.  Independent study may provide additional or further depth into a course already part of the school curriculum, it may provide the opportunity for the study of a unit of work not covered in the school curriculum, or it may be the alternative method for taking a particular course if a student is short credits, or if a scheduling conflict occurs.  Independent study may also take the student into the greater school community for experience under the co-sponsorship of people in other professions, businesses, government or industry.  All independent study is subject to the completion of the “Independent Study Contract” and the approval of the teacher and the high school principal and/or designee.

Credit may be awarded for independent study if the program is approved in advance by the high school principal and/or designee and if the required “Independent Study Contract” is completed in advance.

A maximum number of credits earned via this method may not exceed one per year.

Any questions or concerns regarding awarding of credits/grades will be directed to the District Administrator for consideration and decision.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ABBOTSFORD

CREDITS REQUIRED FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

The School District of Abbotsford Board of Education has established credits required for high school graduation to comply with the requirements of the State of Wisconsin.  These requirements are:



English



4 credits



Speech Communications
.5 credit



Social Studies


3 credits



Mathematics


2 credits



Science



2 credits



Physical Education

1.5 credits



Computer Science

1 credit



Drivers Education/First Aid
.5 credit


*
Health education

.5 credit



Required Classes

14.5 Credits



Elective Credits

 
 9.5 credits







24 credits

*
The state of Wisconsin requires that .5 credit of health education may be earned in grades 7- 12

A school board may grant a diploma to a student who does not satisfy the credit requirements outlined in 118.33 (1)(d) if all of the following apply:

1. The student was enrolled in an approved alternative education program and

2. the school board determines that the student has demonstrated a level of proficiency in the subjects listed equivalent to that which he/she would have attained if he/she had satisfied the credit requirements.

Students graduating after September 1, 2003 shall be required to demonstrate writing proficiency based on assessment of the student’s portfolio.

Legal Ref:
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ABBOTSFORD

341

APPROVED HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

Except as otherwise provided by law and/or Board policy, students shall be enrolled in a class or participating in a board-approved program or activity.  Approved programs or activities for secondary school students beyond the actual classroom setting are as follows:

Classroom instruction

Distance learning classes

Accredited college, university, and technical school courses 

UWEx correspondence courses

Individualized education programs (IEP)

Consortium programs

Approved field trips and assemblies

Approved co-curricular activities

Approved internet courses

Apprenticeships, co-ops, and related work study programs

Approved community service

Homebound instruction

At-risk or approved alternative programs implemented at off-site facilities, including program or curricular modifications for individual students
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ABBOTSFORD

GRADUATION ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS 

WITH EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Education programs for high school graduation may be provided to accommodate students with exceptional educational interests.

A student enrolled in a program for students with disabilities may be granted a high school diploma or (certificate of attendance) special education diploma providing he/she meets the requirements for graduation or completes the goals and objectives stated in the student’s individualized education program (IEP).  This includes students who are physically disabled.

Students with exceptional education interests, needs or requirements may, upon school board approval, develop an alternative graduation plan, to be submitted to the state superintendent of public instruction which includes the following information:

1. The specific nature of the exceptional educational interests, needs of requirements,

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ABBOTSFORD

345.1

GRADING STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Because of the significance a student’s academic achievement has on a student receiving credit in courses required for graduation and meeting the academic performance criteria included in the graduation policy, the Abbotsford Board of Education establishes the following grading requirements:

Annually, each building principal will make certain that:

1. There is a student performance evaluation or grading approach within each school and among all teachers that is consistent.

2. A variety of evaluation methods is being used be used to determine grades.

3. Each teacher provides written guidelines explaining student performance expectations and the evaluation and assessment methods used to determine a grade.  This will be kept on file in the principal’s office.

4. There is meaning behind the grade given or evaluation determinations made based on actual student knowledge and achievement.

5. All teachers use objective, reasonable, non-arbitrary and non-discriminatory evaluation or grading criteria.

6. Students and parents/guardians are informed in writing regarding student performance expectations and evaluation or grading criteria.
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