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Course Overview

The purpose of the Communication Systems course is to introduce students to classical and contemporary visual, audio and software design, using state-of-the-art technology.  Emphasis is placed on analyzing, design, testing and evaluating communication systems such as: computer networking and operating systems, the Internet, electronic, optical and digital communication systems, and concentrated areas of study determined by students and their teacher.  Activities are structured to integrate physical and social sciences, mathematics, language and fine arts, and technical studies.  This course develops essential skills for students interested in pursuing technical or engineering careers in communication related fields.

Course Outline
Unit A    
OVERVIEW
Competency 1   Evaluate the major concepts that are essential to understanding
                          communication systems

1.01
Define the major concepts essential to understanding communication technology
1.02
Analyze the foundational technical developments in communication technology
1.03
Evaluate the impact of communication messages on the individual and society

Competency 2   Participate in a responsible manner as an individual or group 
                           member to plan, organize, and implement activities and 

                           projects
2.01
Describe appropriate classroom and laboratory safety rules
2.02
Apply appropriate safety rules in the classroom and laboratory
2.03
Describe selected management and communication skills       
2.04
Apply selected management and communication skills
 

Unit B     TOOLS OF COMMUNICATION
Competency 3   Apply the fundamental principles of computer systems

    3.01
Analyze the hardware and networking components of computer systems
3.02
Describe operating systems and software
3.03
Access and utilize hardware and software applications
3.04    Demonstrate the ability to access and utilize internet resources

Competency 4   Apply the fundamental principles of visualization techniques and 

                           Technical sketching to express ideas
  4.01
 Describe the principles of visualization and sketching       

  4.02   Communicate ideas through visualization and sketching        

Unit C     DESIGN

Competency 5   Apply visual design principles to communicate a message

      5.01   Analyze the fundamental elements and principles of visual design

      5.02   Collect, Critique, and redesign a visual message

Competency 6   Apply the fundamental principles of electronic communication 

                          Devices

      6.01   Describe the fundamental concepts of electronic communication devices

      6.02   Demonstrate the fundamental principles of electronic communication devices
Competency 7   Apply the fundamental principles of optical tools

      7.01   Describe the concepts, terms, and scientific principles related to the use of optical 

               devices to communicate

      7.02   Demonstrate the understanding of the fundamental principles by utilizing optical 

               devices     

Competency 8   Apply fundamental design elements and principles to communicate 

                          an audio and/or visual message

      8.01   Describe the concepts, terms, and principles of audio and/or visual 

               Communication

      8.02   Critique the effectiveness of a message using audio and/or visual elements and 

               Principles

      8.03   Produce and evaluate a message using audio and/or visual principles

Competency 9   Analyze future communication trends and issues

      9.01   Describe concepts and principles related to communication trends and issues

      9.02   Analyze and present a technology assessment
      9.03   Assess individual opportunities in communications systems

UNIT D   MODES OF COMMUNICATION

Competency 10   Design, produce, and evaluate a multi-media, graphic, technical 

                            drawing, and/or electronic product that effectively communicates 

                            a message using the technology of communication

     10.01   Design a communication project

     10.02   Produce a communication project

     10.03   Evaluate a communication project
Resource Textbook
Johnson, Charles D. (2000). Communication Systems. Tinley Park, IL: Goodheart-Willcox. 
Grading Policy
	Grade Scale
	
	Evaluation Criteria
	
	VoCATS State Testing

	A
	93 – 100
	
	Academic Portfolio
	=    30%
	
	Raw Score
	Level of Mastery

	B
	85 - 92
	
	Projects
	=    35%
	
	71-100
	  Level II

	C
	77 – 84
	
	Quizzes
	=    35%
	
	 0-69
	  Level I

	D
	70 – 76
	
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	00 – 69
	
	TOTAL
	=  100%
	
	
	


Required Supplies
· 1” Three Ring Binder (SEPARATE BINDER FOR THIS CLASS ONLY - no spirals)

· Filler paper

· Blue or Black pens
· Pencils, Erasers
· Highlighter (any color)
Procedures
Please become familiar with the West Forsyth High School Student Handbook.  This handbook provides crucial information regarding tardiness, absenteeism, and behavioral expectations.  Academic dishonesty will result in receiving a zero on the work being completed.  Furthermore, the student will call the parent/guardian in the presence of the instructor and inform the parent of the incident, and receive a disciplinary notice.  Other class rules that are expected are as followed:

1. Listen and follow instructions the first time they are given.     (Builds character)
2. Be productive and prepared at all times.                               (Builds self-discipline)
3. Honor yourself, others, and school property.                         (Builds integrity)
4. Do your best, use your mind, and focus.                               (Builds self esteem)
5. Take every opportunity to succeed, do it with integrity.          (Builds determination)
Absenteeism
If a student is absent, please understand that they will miss a significant amount of information that may be delivered.  The class is designed to be hands on and very active, therefore missing a day of school may tremendously affect a student’s performance both cognitively as well as performance.  It is the student's responsibility to collect missing assignment(s) from instructor.  If a student misses a quiz or test, it is the student's responsibility to request to make up that quiz or test during office hours within 3 days.  No quiz or test can be made-up during regular class time, planning period or lunch.
SAFETY
Safety is part of the curriculum in Technology Education.  Students and parents will be required to sign a safety sheet, and students must pass all safety quizzes prior to the student entering the Laboratory.  A complete safety packet will be sent home with the student during the safety portion of the curriculum. 
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