
AP English Language & Composition

Unit 1: Understanding Rhetoric

Essential Unit Questions:

· How can we better understand our language?
· What is rhetoric?
· What strategies can be utilized to manipulate me?
· How does televised rhetoric add additional layers to both message and reception?
· When do rhetorical appeals fail?
· How does word choice, sentence structure, and the use of rhetorical devices add layers of meaning to an argument?
· How can I talk to a text?
Unit 1 Assessments & Major Papers:

· Quiz on Rhetorical Style chapters 1-4
· Extended-definition essay
· Quiz on rhetorical appeals and speaker/audience construction (Rhet. Style ch. 13)
· 3 quizzes on rhetorical devices (Rhetorical Style ch. 5 & 6)
· Rhetorical Analysis Essay
· Timed Rhetorical Analysis Essay (In-class AP Exam Practice)
Unit 1 Schedule

August 29, 2016-October 18, 2016
Monday, 8/29- Course introduction & overview

HWK: Read syllabus with your parents/guardian, and bring back signed course agreement

Tuesday, 8/30- Course introduction continued, student information collected, textbook distributed, AP Language & Composition Test overview, sample AP exam distributed

Wednesday, 8/31- Notes on a brief history of the English language

HWK: Read Rhetorical Style Ch. 2, pages 42-53, and complete guided notes

Thursday, 9/1- Discussion of Ch. 2 and class activity

Friday, 9/2- Continue discussion of Ch. 2 and class activity

HWK: Read Rhetorical Style Ch. 3, pages 61-68, and complete guided notes

Tuesday, 9/6- Discussion of Ch. 3 and class activity

HWK: Read Rhetorical Style Ch. 4 and complete guided notes

Wednesday, 9/7- Discussion of Ch. 4 and class activity, read example of an extended-definition essay, extended-definition essay explained

HWK: Extended-definition essay due Thursday, Sept. 15th
Thursday 9/8- Quiz on concepts in chapters 1-4 of Rhetorical Style. After quiz students will read a selection from The Language of Composition, pages 1-6 (handout)

HWK: Finish reading handout for tomorrow; continue to work on extended-definition essay

Friday, 9/9- Using SOAPS method, the class will read and analyze “9/11 Speech” by George W. Bush and “Speech to the Troops at Tilbury” by Queen Elizabeth

HWK: Read handout from The Language of Composition, pages 7-18, on rhetorical appeals & continue to work on extended-definition essay

Monday, 9/12- Class will complete activity sheet based on last night’s reading and revisit the speeches studied yesterday to locate examples of rhetorical appeals

HWK: Work on extended-definition essay

BONUS: Bring in an advertisement, or email me a picture of one from the internet, that you feel exhibits one or several types of rhetorical appeal. Include a few sentences explaining where and how you see the appeal being utilized in the advertisement.

Tuesday, 9/13- Class analysis of “Dear Senator Obama” by Toni Morrison

HWK: Read Rhetorical Style Ch. 13 and complete activity sheet for Tuesday, continue working on extended-definition essays
Wednesday, 9/14- Discussion of chapter 13

HWK: Read George W. Bush’s address to the joint congress and analyze the text utilizing the information you have learned so far in the course, and finish extended-definition essays
Thursday, 9/15- Extended definition essays collected. The class will watch a video of the THNKR analysis of Bush’s address as an introduction to how the visual version of a rhetorical situation can add meaning to one’s interpretation of the message

Friday, 9/16- The class will be divided into groups, and groups will read selected George W. Bush 9/11 speeches and complete an analysis of each text. 

BONUS: Research the meaning/symbolism of presidential/politician necktie colors online. Bring in a summary of what you learned (this only has to be short- a few sentences to a paragraph)

Monday, 9/19- The class will watch the selected 9/11 speeches and complete a visual analysis while viewing. Student will then work in groups to discuss the added visual impact on the overall message

Tuesday, 9/20-Finish visual analysis charts and discuss as a class
HWK: Study for quiz tomorrow

Wednesday, 9/21- Quiz on rhetorical appeals and speaker/audience construction. After quiz, students may work on homework assignment

HWK: Read handout from The Language of Composition, pgs. 23-27, on faulty appeals and complete discussion guide

Thursday, 9/22- Discussion of homework & quiz, overview of introductory rhetorical devices, examples of flashcards reviewed

HWK: Read Rhetorical Style Chapters 5 & 6 and create flashcards for Tuesday
Friday, 9/23- AP Exam Practice- Rhetorical Analysis Question instruction, rubric, and student responses
HWK: Read Rhetorical Style Chapters 5 & 6 and create flashcards for Tuesday
Monday, 9/26- AP Exam Practice- Timed Rhetorical Analysis Response
Read Rhetorical Style Chapters 5 & 6 and create flashcards for Tuesday
Tuesday, 9/27- Flashcards turned in for credit, finish discussing samples, grade essay questions from Friday w/CB rubric

HWK: Complete rhetorical devices worksheet #1, study for quiz on set 1 terms on Friday
Wednesday, 9/28- Worksheet collected and graded on correctness, class will read John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address and identify rhetorical devices
HWK: study for quiz on set 1 terms
Thursday, 9/29- We will revisit Bush’s “9/11 Address,” identify rhetorical devices, and discuss impact

HWK: Read handout from The Language of Composition, pages 39-47, about close reading and questioning the text, study for quiz on set 1 terms
Friday, 9/30- Quiz on set one of rhetorical devices

HWK: Read “In the Event of Moon Disaster” by William Safire and question the text for Monday

Monday, 10/3- Review “In the Event of  A Moon Disaster” and review quiz #1

HWK: Complete rhetorical devices worksheet #2, study for quiz on set 2 terms on Friday
Tuesday, 10/4- Review rhetorical devices worksheet #2
HWK:  Read handout from The Language of Composition, page, 48-56, about text annotation and graphic organizers, study for quiz on set 2 terms on Friday
Wednesday 10/5- We will read President Obama’s “Iran Nuclear Deal” speech and annotate it

HWK: Students will complete a graphic organizer of Obama’s speech & should study for quiz on set 2 terms Friday
Thursday, 10/6- Class will finish discussing Obama’s speech if needed and read and discuss “Dear Warner Brothers” by Groucho Marx, discussing and formulating various thesis statements 
HWK: Study for quiz on set 2 terms on Friday
Friday, 10/7- Quiz on set 2 terms
HWK: Complete rhetorical devices worksheet #3 for Tuesday
Tuesday, 10/11- Review rhetorical devices worksheet #3 and set #2 quiz

HWK: Study for quiz on set 3 terms on Friday
Wednesday, 10/12-Rhetorical analysis essay assigned and explained, rubric reviewed. 

HWK: Formal rhetorical analysis due October 21st, study for quiz on set 3 terms on Friday
Thursday, 10/13- Review of MLA formatting and citation

HWK: Work on rhetorical analysis due October 21st, study for quiz on set 3 terms on Friday
Friday, 10/14- Quiz on set 3 of rhetorical devices
HWK: Work on rhetorical analysis due October 21st
Monday, 10/17- Timed, graded rhetorical analysis question (AP exam practice)

HWK: Work on rhetorical analysis due Oct. 21st
Tuesday, 10/18- Review quiz 3; begin Unit 2
HWK: Work on rhetorical analysis due October 21st

