PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST

State Sponsor

Rules
1.
The speech of each contestant is to be the result of his/her own efforts. Training in both composition and delivery is limited to the facilities and faculty of the school from which the contestant comes.  Facts and working data may be secured from any source.

2.
Contestants may choose their own subjects for their speeches.  Any current subjects of any agricultural character and of general interest to the public will be acceptable.

3.
Each speech shall be a minimum of six (6) minutes and a maximum of eight (8) minutes.  Five (5) minutes additional time will be allowed each contestant in which to defend his/her production on questions which shall be asked by the judges.  To prevent being penalized, a contestant must speak over 5 minutes, 30 seconds, and under 8 minutes, 30 seconds.

4.
The speeches shall be judged by three persons who represent, as far as possible, the fields of agriculture, business, and education.

5.
Three (3) copies of the contestant's manuscript that includes a copy of the advisor certification sheet from the chapter packet will be required for the regional and state contest.  The certification sheet will follow the bibliography.  A bibliography must be included as a part of the manuscript and direct quotes from any source of information must be marked in "quotes" on the manuscript and be identified with the bibliography.  Failure to do so will automatically disqualify a contestant.  The contestant will present manuscripts to the chairperson of the state contest before speaking.

6.
Contestants shall draw for order of speaking in the regional contest.  Each contestant shall be introduced by the chairperson.  The order of speaking for the state contest will be announced 2 weeks prior to the convention.

7.
A timekeeper will record the overtime, if any.  Deductions will be made as provided by the score sheet.  The timekeeper will stand at the end of seven (7) minutes and again when the speaker's eight (8) minutes are up.  Under time will also be recorded by the timekeeper.

8
The judges will be expected to select the winner of the contest using the official score sheet only to supplement their combined opinion.

9.
The winner of the state contest will represent Kentucky in the National FFA Contest.

Public Speaking Score Card
	ITEMS TO BE SCORED
	 
	POINTS ALLOWED

	Content (30%)   
	 
	 

	Introduction - Grabs Attention;
	5

	           Transition into Body.
	 

	Body of Speech - Organized;
	10

	           Points supported.
	 

	Conclusion - Speech summarized;
	5

	           Decisive and effective.
	 

	Well Prepared; 
	5

	           Central idea clear.
	 

	Use of Words - Vocabulary
	5

	           and grammar.
	 
	 

	Delivery (50%)
	 
	 

	Control of nerves; Good eye
	10

	           contact; Confident.
	 

	Body language; Gestures;
	 

	           Facial expression.
	10

	Conversational yet enthusiastic
	 

	Voice clear & projected; Varied
	10

	    speaking rate, volume & pitch.
	 

	Composition
	 
	10

	General Effect - Interesting;
	 

	     Convincing; Achieved Purpose,
	10

	     Official Dress.
	 
	 

	Response to Questions (20%)
	20

	Total Points (Gross)
	 
	100

	Overtime Deductions
	 
	2 pts/30 sec.

	Undertime Deductions
	 
	2 pts/30 sec.



EXTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST

State Sponsor

Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation and


Kentucky Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company


Rules
 1.
The contestant will draw three specific topics relating to:  a) agriscience and technology; b) agrimarketing; and c) international agricultural relations.  The student will have two (2) minutes to select their topic from those drawn.  After selecting the topic on which they desire to speak, all three topics will be returned to the original group of topics prior to the next drawing.  (It was agreed that a list of topics would be developed each year and sent to FFA chapters.)

 2.
The person in charge of the preparation room will supervise the drawing of topics and notify contestants when they are to speak.  Contestants shall draw for order of appearance or be scheduled.  After order of appearing is determined, speaker number one shall draw 30 minutes before he/she is to speak.  Approximately 15 minutes later the next speaker will draw his/her topic and so on until all speakers have drawn.

 3.
FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking contestants shall use only those cards supplied by the person in charge of the contest for his/her notes to use in speaking.

 4.
The person in charge of the FFA Extemporaneous Public Speaking contest will have the authority to supervise the preparation room for the contest to see that all contestants meet the rules of the contest.

 5.
Reference material will be screened by the officials in charge of the contest preparation room on the following basis:

a.
Must be printed material such as books or magazines.  Cannot be notes or speeches prepared by the contestant or notes prepared by another person for the sole purpose of use for this contest.

b.
Shall be limited to five (5) items.  To be counted as one item, a notebook of collected items may contain no more than 20 separate items or 100 pages.

 6.
Each speaker shall speak a minimum of four (4) minutes and a maximum of six (6) minutes.  Five (5) minutes additional time will be allowed each contestant in which to defend his/her speech on questions which shall be asked by the judges.  A contestant will be penalized one point per each half minute on each judge's score sheet for being over six (6) minutes or under four (4) minutes.  Time commences when the speaker begins speaking.

 7.
A timekeeper will record the time and give it to the judges.  Note: the timekeeper will not stand at any time during the contest.*

 8.
The contestants shall be judged by three (3) persons who represent, as far as possible, the fields of agriculture, business, and education.

 9.
The judges will be expected to select the winner of the contest using the official score sheet only to supplement their combined opinion.

10. The winner of the state contest will represent Kentucky in the FFA National Contest.

* Regions may or may not choose to have the timekeeper stand during the regional FFA Day contests.

Extemporaneous Speaking Score Sheet
	ITEMS TO BE SCORED
	POINTS ALLOWED

	Knowledge of Subject
	20

	Control of nerves; Good eye
	10

	           contact; Confident.
	

	Body language; Gestures;
	

	           Facial expression.
	20

	Conversational yet enthusiastic
	

	Voice clear & projected; Varied
	10

	    speaking rate, volume & pitch.
	

	Organization
	
	10

	General Effect - Interesting;
	

	     Convincing; Achieved Purpose,
	10

	     Official Dress.
	
	

	Response to Questions 
	20

	Total Points (Gross)
	
	100

	Overtime Deductions
	
	1 pts/30 sec.

	Undertime Deductions
	
	1 pts/30 sec.

	Total Points (Net)
	
	



IMPROMPTU SPEAKING CONTEST

(Beef, Crop, Dairy, Fruit/Vegetable, Goat, Greenhouse, Floral, Horse,


Nursery/Landscape, Sheep, Small Animal, Swine, Turf/Lawn Care)


A separate contest will be held in each of the listed areas.  Awards will be based on sponsorship level.


Sponsors

See State Sponsors List.


Rules
 1.
Impromptu speaking subjects shall be selected from the occupational competency task list prepared by the Agricultural Education Unit.

 2.
In each contest, contestants will draw two speech topics from their selected area and speak on the one of their choice.

 3.
Approximately thirty (30) minutes before each contest is to start, all contestants shall assemble, preferably adjacent to the scene of the contest.  A referee shall supervise the drawing of subjects and shall notify contestants when they are to speak.  Contestants shall draw for order of appearance or be assigned.  After order of appearing is determined, speaker number one shall draw a subject twenty (20) minutes before he/she is to speak.  Six (6) minutes later the next speaker will draw his/her topic and so on until all speakers have drawn.

 4.
FFA Impromptu Speaking contestants shall use only those cards supplied by the person in charge of the contest for his/her notes to use in speaking.

 5.
The person in charge of the FFA Impromptu Speaking contest will have the authority to supervise preparation in the contests to the extent of limiting resource materials to books, circulars, pamphlets, and other published material. 

 6.
Each speaker shall be limited to six (6) minutes.  The timekeeper will stand at the end of five (5) minutes and again when the speaker's six (6) minutes are up.  A contestant will be penalized two points per each half minute for being over six (6) minutes.

 7.
Each local chapter should provide for a local contest.  Teachers are urged to have local persons interested in the respective areas provide local prizes.  These individuals should also be used for judges if convenient.

 8.
A chapter is allowed one contestant in each of the impromptu speaking contests.

 9.
Three judges for each contest, one to be designated as chairperson, are to be selected by the regional organization of the Kentucky Vocational Agriculture Teachers Association (KVATA).  The judges will be expected to select the winner of the contest using the official score sheet only to supplement their combined opinion.

10.
A state contest in each area (beef, crop, dairy, fruit/vegetable, goat, greenhouse, floral, horse, nursery/landscape, sheep, small animal, swine, and turf/lawn care) shall be held at the time of the Kentucky FFA Convention.  The 1st and 2nd place contestant from each region may participate.

Impromptu Speaking Score Sheet
	ITEMS TO BE SCORED
	POINTS ALLOWED

	Content (50%)   
	
	

	Introduction - Grabs Attention;
	10

	           Transition into Body.
	

	Body of Speech - Organized;
	10

	           Points supported.
	

	Conclusion - Speech summarized;
	10

	           Decisive and effective.
	

	Well Prepared; Not memorized;
	10

	           Central idea clear.
	

	Use of Words - Vocabulary
	10

	           and grammar.
	
	

	Delivery (50%)
	
	

	Control of nerves; Good eye
	10

	           contact; Confident.
	

	Body language; Gestures;
	10

	           Facial expression.
	

	Voice clear & projected; Varied
	10

	    speaking rate, volume & pitch.
	

	Voice sincere & conversational,
	10

	           yet enthusiastic
	
	

	General Effect - Interesting;
	

	     Convincing; Achieved Purpose,
	10

	     Official Dress.
	
	

	Total Points (Gross)
	
	100

	Less Time Deductions
	
	2 pts/30 sec.



FFA CREED CONTEST

The FFA Creed Contest is established to stimulate FFA Greenhand's interest in public speaking.


Rules
1.
Freshmen in high school who are enrolled in their first year of agricultural education are eligible.  In schools providing only three years of agricultural education, sophomores who are enrolled in their first year of agricultural education are eligible.

2.
Each chapter will select its top contestant to represent it in the FFA Day contest.

3.
The contestants in the FFA Creed Contest should be dressed as follows: male ‑ dress shirt, FFA tie and jacket; female ‑ FFA jacket and blouse with scarf.

4.
FFA Creed contestants in the FFA Day Contest will be rated by the judges as Superior, Excellent, Good, or Fair.

5. The winning speaker will be selected by the judges to represent the region in the state FFA Creed Contest held during the Kentucky FFA Convention.

6. * The contest at the state level will consist of 2 parts: (a) Reciting the creed from memory; (b) Answering judges questions about the creed.


Score Card

	ITEMS TO BE SCORED
	 
	POINTS ALLOWED

	Delivery (80%)
	 
	 

	Control of nerves; Good eye
	25

	           contact; Confident.
	 

	Body language; Gestures;
	25

	           Facial expression.
	 

	Voice clear & projected; Varied
	25

	    speaking rate, volume & pitch.
	 

	Voice sincere & conversational,
	25

	           yet enthusiastic
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Response To Questions (20%)
	25

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Total Points (Gross)
	 
	125

	 
	 
	 

	Ranking of Contestants
	 


*Regions may or may not choose to have “questions” as a part of the regional FFA Day contest.     
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