MINUTES

GENESEE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AND FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD

Wednesday, March 5, 2008
A meeting of the Genesee County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board was held on Wednesday, March 5, 2008 at 7:10 P.M. in Genesee County Building No. 2 Large Conference Room.  Members in attendance: Annie Lawrence, Jan Beglinger, Jim Duval, Brad Rogers, LuAnn McKenzie, Dale Stein, and Donn Branton. Staff present: Felipe Oltremari.  Also present: George Squires.
Approval of Minutes

A motion to approve the meeting minutes from June 13, 2007, August 15, 2007, and October 10, 2007 was made by Ms. McKenzie for approval, and seconded by Ms. Beglinger and carried unanimously.
Annual Enrollment Application
Mr. Oltremari reported that the 30-day period to submit applications ended on February 24th.  He passed out copies of the application, and a summary of the requests including soil analyses of the properties.  Aerial photos were also passed around the table.  Mr. Oltremari explained that the request includes two properties one in the Town of Batavia on Upton Road and the other on Walker Road in the Town of Alexander.  A summary of the properties was read:

Requests for Inclusion into Agricultural District No. 1 

Application Received:  2/23/08

Tax Map Parcel #:  17.-1-28.12

Town:  Batavia

Acres:  128.1

Owner(s):  Donald Orr

Current Land Use:  Dairy

Approx. Prime Farmland Soils Composition:  5.6%

Contiguous to Main Farm Operation? Yes

Tax Map Parcel #:  4.-1-48.2

Town:  Alexander

Acres:  14.46

Owner(s):  Donald Orr

Current Land Use:  Livestock (hogs)

Approx. Prime Farmland Soils Composition:  23.7%

Contiguous to Main Farm Operation? Yes
Mr. Oltremari noted that the prime farmland soils composition is not the required 51% or more threshold required for inclusion, however both properties have operating livestock or dairy barns and are part of the main farm operation.  Mr. Oltremari recommended inclusion into the District as it seems to meet the criteria set by the County.  
Mr. Stein asked why this property was not previously enrolled. Mr. Oltremari noted that the property is not getting an agricultural tax assessment therefore it is difficult to locate these operations in order to notify them of a district review.  Mr. Orr could have joined Ag District No. 1 last year as it was undergoing its review.  Mr. Duval noted that there have been Ag Districts present in the area for 25 years and this is the first time Mr. Orr has asked to enroll.
A motion was made by Mr. Rogers recommending inclusion of the parcels into Agricultural District No. 1 as it meets the requirements set by the County.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Stein, and carried unanimously.

Old Business
Agricultural Districts No. 1 & 6
Mr. Oltremari mentioned that Ron Mead from NYS Ag & Markets came and toured Valley View Farms and Baskin Farms.  He was very impressed and the District was recertified by the State.  Mr. Oltremari said that Ag District No 6 also was recertified for another 8 years.
Agricultural Districts No. 7 & 8

Mr. Oltremari noted that Districts 7 and 8 were terminated by the Legislature and the materials were sent to Ag & Markets.  As called for by the Ag Districts Consolidation Plan most of these lands were put in to Ag District 1 and those who opted out of the District Program will be taken out once the termination is official.
New Business
Water Hookups in the Town of Pembroke
Mr. Oltremari said that there were two water hookups approved in the Town Pembroke.  Neither was controversial. One was on Route 5 with Boyce Rd. and the other was on Lake Road between Cohocton and Maple Rds.  
American Farmland Trust Workshop: What Makes a Good Farmland Protection Project - Tuesday, March 25th, 7:00PM @ County Building II, Batavia

Mr. Oltremari noted that the American Farmland Trust will host a workshop Tuesday, March 25th, 7:00PM at County Building II in Batavia.  Mr. Duval explained that the workshop addresses what makes a good application for the State program of purchase of development rights and conservation easements.
Mr. Rogers noted that in the present Federal Farm Bill there is $900,000 for Upstate NY muckland.  He does not know what it is for.

Mr. Duval noted that both the Town of Batavia and the Town of LeRoy both received Agricultural and Farmland Protection Planning Grants.

There was much discussion on farmland preservation and development in general and within Genesee County.
Wind Energy Project in Alabama
Mr. Duval shared with the Board a site plan of the proposed wind energy project in the Town of Alabama. There are 52 proposed towers; each one would be 1.5 to 2.1 MW.  Mr. Duval noted that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Alabama Ledge Wind Farm is online at www.alabamaledgewind.com and the Planning Department has the printed version which consists of two five-inch binders. The public comment period is open until mid May and there will also be a public hearing on March 25th.  Mr. Duval noted that the Board members, the public or any agency may submit comments during the public comment period and these comments should all be addressed in the Final EIS. The construction, insulation and restoration will be done to NYS Ag & Markets guidelines.
Set Next Meeting Date

The next meeting date was tentatively set for Wednesday, June 24th, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. in Genesee County Building No. 2 Large Conference Room.
A motion was made to adjourn by Mr. Duval, seconded by Mr. Rogers and carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
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