Mr. Walsh
                               
Expository Composition/World Literature


Macbeth Journals
Journal # 1 – “The inevitable existence of Evil”
Read the passage from “The Road Not Taken” and comment on the inevitability of evil and the balance of good and evil in the world.

Journal #2 – “The Battle”


Describe in your own words the battle that is related in Act 1, Scene 2 by the Captain (or Sergeant depending on the copy of the play) and by Ross.

Journal # 3 – “Meeting the Witches”


Write from Macbeth’s Point of View – in other words: you are Macbeth. Describe your meeting with the witches in Act 1, Scene 3. Explain your feelings when you hear their predictions and when you hear the predictions for Banquo.

Journal # 4 – “Appearances are Deceiving”


Look through Act 1 and find at least 4 examples where the dialogue of a character contradicts itself. You are looking for examples of irony, where there is a discrepancy or conflict between appearance and reality. Explain why each example is ironic.

(Example: Love is described by Romeo as a “cold fire” in Romeo and Juliet.
Journal #5 – “A Servant of Lady Macbeth”

You are a servant in the castle of Lady Macbeth. You overhear her and Macbeth in Act 1, Scene 5. You are writing in your diary, trying to decide what to do with the information you have learned by hearing the two of them speak.

Journal #6 - “To Kill, or Not To Kill”


Re-read Act 1, Scene 7. Explain the 3 big reasons Macbeth gives for not killing King Duncan, and the only reason he has for going ahead with the murder. Explain the reasons in your own words.

Journal #7 – “Macbeth Shall Sleep No More”

In Act 2, Scene 2, Macbeth refers to himself by 3 different names. Explain why he uses 3 different names for himself and why he says he “will sleep no more.”

Journal #8 – “Macbeth’s Agony”


Re-read Act 2, Scene 3 where Macbeth speaks to Macduff, Lennox and others and in a speech that begins, “Had I but died an hour before this chance...” Interpret the speech on two different levels of meaning. First, explain what he is saying to the people around him, and second, what double meaning does his speech have when talking about his own guilty feelings.
Journal # 9 – “Banquo’s Suspicions”


Assume the Point of View (POV) of Banquo. Explain why you (Banquo) suspect Macbeth of Duncan’s murder. React emotionally (and in character) to Macbeth’s actions up to this pint. 

Explain why you feel so strongly about Macbeth’s treachery. (Show your knowledge of the play in your writing)
Journal # 10 & 11 – “10 Characters”

Identify the 10 main characters of the play up to this point and explain what motivates each one--what does each character want most?

Also, explain the important relationships between characters.
Journal #12 – “Symbolism of the Witches”

In Act 4, Scene 1 Macbeth utters this bitter phrase about the three witches:



“Infected be the air whereon they ride,



 and damned all those that trust them.”


Explain how this phrase applies to Macbeth himself. Also, speculate about what the witches might symbolize in the play.

Journals #13 & 14 – “I Know Macbeth”


Write a “Found Poem” about the character of Macbeth using the following structure:



(See pattern on board)

Journal # 15 – “Dreams Vs. Ambition”


Read the two quotes on the board. Explain how they relate to Macbeth.
