
COMPOSITION
OVERVIEW



PRINCIPLES OF ART

The Principles of Art (POA) are the rules, 

tools and/or guidelines that artists use to 

organize the elements of art in an artwork. 

When POA’s are successfully combined 

with the elements of art they aid in creating 

an aesthetically pleasing or interesting work 

of art. Using the principles of art effectively 

is essential for creating a strong 

COMPOSITION.



BALANCE

SYMMETRICAL      ASYMMETRICAL         RADIAL     

DISTRIBUTES WEIGHT TO AN AREA



BALANCE

SYMMETRICAL



BALANCE

ASYMMETRICAL



BALANCE

RADIAL



DOMINANCE / EMPHASIS

SIZE                         SHAPE                     COLOR      

CREATES A FOCAL POINT



DOMINANCE / EMPHASIS

http://www.sunecho.com/paintings/23ctalk.htm


RHYTHM / MOVEMENT

CREATES A BEAT OR TEMPO CREATES A DIRECTION  OR TRAVEL



RHYTHM / MOVEMENT



RHYTHM / MOVEMENT



REPETITION / PATTERN

CREATES SOME UNITY



REPETITION



PATTERN



VARIETY / CONTRAST

IN SHAPE, SIZE AND COLOR      

CREATES INTEREST



VARIETY



CONTRAST

IN SHAPE, TEXTURE AND COLOR      

http://www.sunecho.com/paintings/20cblin.htm


UNITY

...IS HARMONIOUS



COMBINATION



COMBINATION of POA’s



RULE OF THIRDS



RULE OF THIRDS
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RULE OF THIRDS
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RULE OF THIRDS



RULE OF THIRDS



RULE OF THIRDS



RULE OF THIRDS



RULE OF THIRDS



OTHER TIPS/TECHNIQUES



OVERLAP & STAGGER

CREATES A 

RELATIONHIP



OVERLAP & STAGGER



CROP

ALLOWS VIEWER TO 

ENTER AND EXIT THE 

ARTWORK



CROP



ROTATE

ADDS INTEREST



ROTATE

Rotation of multiple things, specifically in design work



ROTATE

Rotation of one object

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=rotation+of+artwork&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4o6pk-UmN-GY2M&tbnid=SSmUdPwxKAcIaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://disasterpeace.com/track/onward-via-rotation&ei=AjMVUqKgD8K2iwL6poB4&bvm=bv.51156542,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNFSYpi-lTq8UrYp3zDJ7NihF1csrA&ust=1377207417098102


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFEC9v4_TUM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOMRWxo0ixo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wcq5x8rSMXo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFEC9v4_TUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOMRWxo0ixo

