2020-2021 AP English Literature & Composition Course Syllabus 

Mrs. Cathy Edwards

Cathy.Edwards@henry.k12.ga.us 


Room: 424
Website: https://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Domain/9752
Remind Code: @c24gck (1st semester)
Remind Code: @hda273 (2nd semester) 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday from 7:45 a.m. until 8:10 a.m. & 3:15 p.m. until 3:45 p.m. 
Tutoring Schedule: Tuesday & Thursday from 3:15 p.m. until 4:15 p.m. or by appointment 
Course Description:  

As described by the College Board, this course “engages students in the close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure.”  We will read, reflect, and analyze novels, poetry, short stories, and dramas.  As we analyze, we will look at a work’s structure, style, and theme.  We will also examine the author’s use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone.  Writing well is a key component of the class; therefore, students will write and revise expository, analytical, as well as argumentative essays.  

Course Goals:

· Read great literature with understanding and enjoyment

· Read critically and analytically, asking pertinent questions about what they have read, recognizing assumptions and implications, and evaluating ideas

· Respond directly and efficiently to questions that require a timed essay, organizing quickly and clearly, and developing each major point fully

· Use the conventions of standard written English with skill and confidence

· Collect data from secondary sources, use judiciously and document accurately

Textbook:

DiYanni, Robert, ed.  Literature: Reading, Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. 6th ed. 

Evaluation:


I know you are all concerned about grades, but understand that this class is not so much about grades as much as it is about learning.  I am more concerned with your improvement, rather than your individual assignment grades. As a result, I will grade on a points system, which will allow me the ability to control the amount an assignment weighs toward your final average.  For example, an in-class timed writing done in August is worth 50 points while the same type of assignment is worth 100 points in April.  This allows you to do your very best in the beginning without the stigma of ‘failure’ over your head. All written assignments are assessed using appropriate AP rubrics.  Assignments may be graded in part or in whole for completion, accuracy or both. The breakdown is as follows: 

Cumulative Grade:  80% of course grade

Homework/Classwork/Quizzes 


40%
Essays/Tests/Projects



40% (Essays evaluated with an AP rubric)
Final Exam 



20%

AP English Literature and Composition Curricular Requirements

C1 – The teacher has read the most recent AP English Course Description

C2 – The course includes an intensive study of representative works of both British and American writers as well as works written in several genres from the sixteenth century to contemporary times.

C3 – Students write an interpretation of a piece of literature that is based on a careful observation of textual details.

C4 – Students have frequent opportunities to write and rewrite formal, extended analyses and timed in-class responses in all of the following modes: writing to understand, writing to explain, and writing to evaluate. 

C5 – The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students’ writing assignments, both before and after students revise their work. 

Curricular Requirements #1 and #2

The course includes an intensive study of representative works such as those by authors cited in the AP English Course Description.

Poetry

A year-long study based on selections from course textbooks and past AP multiple choice and essay questions

Drama
Fences by August Wilson 

Novels

1984 by George Orwell  
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde   

Curricular Requirements #3, #4, and #5

· Students will write several short critical papers explicating poetry and analyzing excerpts from dramas, short stories, and novels.

· Specially, these critical essays are based on close textual analysis of structure, style (figurative language, imagery, symbolism, tone), and social/historical values

· In-class, timed writing assignments also will ask students to show their understanding of text.

· Prompts will most often be based on previous AP exams. 

· Students will write weekly 
· Students will write, edit, and rewrite.

· A frequent strategy used will be close reading of prompt and rubric before returning essays.

· Using appropriate AP rubrics, students will read and score sample essays.

· Using appropriate AP rubrics, teacher will score student essays and provide specific feedback regarding strengths and areas of improvement.

Student Responsibilities:

· Locating and reading all assigned texts by due date.

· Participate as an active speaker and listener in all discussions.

· Maintain a notebook.

· Compose a number of short, focused, and timed analytical essays.

· Complete all projects/analyses for a number of works.

· Prepare to take the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition exam.
Conduct Policy:

Respect is the key to all appropriate conduct. During classroom discussion, each person has the right to express his or her thoughts but never at the expense of hurting another. 

Academic Expectations:
1. It is your responsibility to see me regarding make-up work.
2. Out of class essays must be typed in MLA format and must be turned in by the date and time as outlined by the instructor.  

3. Academic integrity is VITAL. Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a zero on the assignment and parent notification. Plagiarism presents the work or ideas of another as one’s own. This includes:

A. Direct copying of another person’s (living or dead) work.

B. Using any amount of another person’s material or ideas without proper documentation.

C. Paraphrasing another person’s original material without proper documentation. 

If, for whatever reason, you feel tempted to plagiarize, please see me first, so we can discuss what you need in order for you to complete the assignment on your own merit.  Spark Notes, Cliff’s Notes, or any other type of “handbook” is not to be used in this course for analysis nor for compositions; since I possess a copy of these for all of the works we are studying, I am aware of what is covered in these. Please refrain from using these in essays, as this will also be considered as plagiarism. 

4. Participation is important in an AP class. If you do not feel comfortable asking questions in front of the group, please see me about setting up an appointment. I will work hard to make myself available to you. You can also write me a quick letter or email me your concerns. Communication is essential. 

Course Rules / Policies: 

· Attendance- I will follow the HC district attendance policy. 

· Late Work- Students should do everything they can to turn in their work on time. If they cannot, it is the student’s responsibility to speak with the teacher regarding late submission before the assignment is late.  
Parent/Student Portal: 
Henry County Schools has an amazing, easy to use, online grading system. It is your responsibility to check your grades for accuracy on this system on a regular basis. I will not give you print outs of your grades unless you specifically request them. Students and parents should make sure they have portal access once the school year begins. 

