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• I can analyze a speaker’s rhetoric in 
developing his purpose.

• I can analyze a writer’s use of details in 
developing his or her purpose.

• I can use a graphic organizer to plan 
an essay.



Voice Lessons
The graces of writing and conversation are of different kinds, and though he who 
excels in one might have been with opportunities and application equally 
successful in the other, yet as many please by extemporary talk, though utterly 
unacquainted with the more accurate method and more laboured beauties which 
composition requires; so it is very possible that men, wholly accustomed to works 
of study, may be without that readiness of conception and affluence of language, 
always necessary to colloquial entertainment.

--Samuel Johnson, “An Author’s Writing and Conversation Contrasted”

1. The main idea of this sentence is stated in the first ten words. What purpose 
does the rest of the sentence serve?

2. What is the purpose of the semicolon? How does the use of a semicolon 
reinforce the meaning of this sentence?

3. Rewrite this sentence in modern English, retaining its meaning and basic 
structure. Your sentence may be shorter than Johnson’s. Share your 
sentence with a partner.



A Block
Finishing touches on your Declaration of
Independence

• Do you have a partition?

• Do you have a list of “grievances”?

• Does the 4th section describe what you have done to fix the 
relationship?



Read Patrick Henry’s speech to the 
Virginia Convention

As you read, annotate for
1. Thesis/partition
2. Rhetorical appeals
3. Concessions/addressing the opposition
4. Rhetorical devices

a. Rhetorical fragments
b. Rhetorical questions
c. Figurative language (similes, metaphors, hyperbole, 

allusion, personification)
d. Syntax
e. Repetition/motifs



• You will have 10-15 minutes to 
complete the questions for your 
section.

• Choose one “ambassador” from
your group to travel to the other 
groups and report out the 
findings from your group. (For 
example, group #6 will send their
ambassador to group 1; group 1 
will send theirs to #2, etc.)

• After 5 minutes, rotate. Continue 
the rotation until all the answers 
are completed.

In 5 small groups, jigsaw the 
questions for your particular section



Fill in the critical analysis grid
Individually

• From your text 
annotations, fill in three 
rows in the chart. Follow 
the example.

• Be sure to make a 
“universal connection” in 
the final column.

Example



Collaborate
• With the other 

members of your 
group, complete 
the chart. If a 
member has the 
same device as 
you, but a 
different 
example, write 
the example on 
your own chart.

• Follow the 
example

Example


