Read, detach, and sign this page. Give it to Mrs. Small (B207) or Ms. Barnhart (B225) by Friday, May 26th. 
Student’s Name:  ____________________________________

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION -- GRADE 11


My signature below indicates that I understand that by enrolling in an AP course at Gettysburg Area High School, I am required to pay the fee of approximately $89 per course.  (Note: Money is available through the Guidance Office if this is a financial hardship.) I also understand that I am required to take the Advanced Placement exam in the spring of 2018, and that if I do not take the exam, I will forfeit the added grade weight that accompanies this course. 


My signature also indicates that I understand that if I do not complete the required reading and hand in the written assignments by the first day of school, I will face a grade penalty for the first assignment for the course.

           The English department at Gettysburg Area High School encourages all families to make reading an important part of their summer.  Aim to spend at least an hour a day reading. If you pick up a book that you love, that hour will pass quickly and will probably lead to other hours of pleasant times spent reading. The very best preparation for future success in any field is to read.

Please sign below and return this form to Mrs. Small in room B207 or Ms. Barnhart in room B225 by Wednesday, May 26, 2017. 
________________________________________    

Signature of student

__________________________________________________________

Student email address (legibly printed)

________________________________________

Signature of parent or guardian

RETURN THIS PAGE – KEEP THE REST OF THE PACKET. 
Dear Student,

You have indicated that you wish to be part of an AP English Language and Composition class for the 2017-2018 school year. This is a demanding course planned for the purpose of your taking the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition exam next spring. The cost of each exam is approximately $89, and that amount must be paid by the student. Attached (above) is a form which must be signed by you and your parents indicating that you agree to the school policy that all students enrolled in the class must pay for and take the AP exam as part of the requirements for receiving full credit for the course. If a student does not fulfill the course requirements by taking the AP test, the added grade weight that accompanies each course will be removed from the student’s grade point average. 

Our work next year in Advanced Placement English will be a chronological study of American literature; simultaneously we will read works by a variety of writers whose essays expand on the themes presented in the fiction and poetry of American literature.  As the semester progresses, you will develop your writing style and critical reading skills – the focus of the AP Language and Composition test.   


In preparation for the AP course, you are expected to continue your good reading habits throughout the summer. Attached is a list of required and suggested works and your summer assignment; read the instructions carefully. The assignment is due no later than the first day of the school year:  Tuesday, August 22, 2017. Print the assignment and turn it in to Mrs. Small (B207) or Ms. Barnhart (B225) personally on the first day of the school year.  Email is not acceptable. Do not leave these assignments until the end of the summer. Failure to hand in the assignments by the opening day of school will result in a 50% grade penalty on the first assignment in AP English Language and Composition. 


You can order new or used copies of them through www.amazon.com or www.abebooks.com. Although you may borrow these from a library if you wish, it is a good idea to build up your own library of classics. 


If you have any questions, please email me directly at the address below.  Have a great summer!







Sincerely,







Mrs. Small (csmall@gettysburg.k12.pa.us)






Ms. Barnhart (tbarnhart@gettysburg.k12.pa.us) 

AP English Language and Composition Summer Assignment – 2017 – Both essays are due the first day of school, Tuesday, August 22, 2017.
Students taking 11 AP English Language and Composition should read the following:
To Kill a Mockingbird – by Ms. Harper Lee (fiction) *required and a choice among:  
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
Malcom X as told to Alex Haley, or 
1984 by George Orwell.  
Book descriptions are on the last page of the assignment.

Assignment for To Kill a Mockingbird by Ms. Harper Lee- required

To Kill a Mockingbird is a novel set in Maycomb, Alabama, in the 1950’s.  
Aim to finish this novel by the end of the first week in July – not as a requirement, but as a way to pace yourself through your summer reading.   

After you read this novel, you will write a letter from one of the characters to another character in the book. The letter should discuss what your character thinks of how things turned out in the end, reflecting on the events of the novel.

Length: 400 to 500 words, typed, 12 pt. font, double-spaced. Print this assignment and bring it to me personally on the first day of school (August 22, 2017).  If you will not be in school during the first day of school, turn it in the first day you come back.
In addition to the required assignment for To Kill a Mockingbird, you need to choose ONE of the following to complete:
Essay on The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
Choose one of the following essay prompts to write a 400-500 word, typed, 12 pt. font, double-spaced essay. When using specific quotes from the book to support your thesis, just put (page #) after the quote, i.e. (142). Include a word count.
1. Jeannette Walls has said, “Some people think my parents are absolute monsters and should’ve had their children taken away from them. Some think they were these great free-spirited creatures who had a lot of wisdom that a lot of parents today don’t [have].” What do you think?  Should the kids have been taken away?  What then? What would they have lost?

2. Jeannette Walls has said that people in all walks of life have written to her to say that even though her story is “so weird and so bizarre,” they can relate to it in some way. What does this say about families? In what ways did you relate to the story?  If you could not relate to the story, explain why not.

3. In interviews, Jeannette Walls has discussed scenes in the book in which she did something that could have put her in serious trouble (shooting at Billy Deal, for example). She said, “I was very lucky, I was lucky that I didn’t kill them and I didn’t actually shoot Billy Deal and I didn’t shoplift...All kids get into trouble, but for kids from my socio-economic group, if you get into trouble it is so hard to get back on track.” Do you think this is true in our society? What do you think kept the Walls children from getting into serious trouble?  
Essay on The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley

Read The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X and Alex Haley.  In a well-developed essay of 500-600 words (include a word count) respond to one of the following prompts:
1. It has been said that Malcolm X both "inspired and petrified" the nation. Why do you think he was described that way? Use evidence from the book to support your answer. 
2. Malcolm X's beliefs were shaped by the racial hatred of white supremacy. At the end of Malcolm's story, he goes through a change while on a pilgrimage to the Muslim holy city of Mecca. How had his ideals transformed at this point in his life? Use specific evidence from the book to support your thesis.
3. How do you think Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. changed American society? How might America be different if they hadn't been murdered? Use evidence from the book and research on the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to support your thesis. 
4. Do you think one man can change society? Why do you think people who try to reform society have so often had their lives taken? Use evidence from the book to support your thesis. 

 Use page numbers when referring to events in the text, i.e. (59).
Essay on George Orwell’s 1984
Choose one of the following essay prompts to write a 400-500 word, typed, 12 pt. font, double-spaced essay. When using specific quotes from the book to support your thesis, just put (page #) after the quote, i.e. (142). Include a word count.

1. How is our world actually growing closer to the world of 1984? Discuss Orwell’s warning in relation to conformity, thought control, and personal privacy and compare this warning to Big Brother danger signs that exist in the world today. Use evidence from the book to support your thesis.
2. What is the nature of love and friendship in Oceania? Describe and evaluate the relationships evident within the text, including but not limited to Winston and Julia, Winston and his mother, or the Parsons family. What do these relationships say about the Party’s influence on society in Oceania? Furthermore, what is your conclusion about love in Oceania?
3. Analyze Orwell’s attitude towards government and his main issues with government.  Explain the author’s options for ending the novel and the author’s purpose for choosing the one he did.  Use evidence from the text.
______________________________________________________________________


I hope that you will enjoy and appreciate the books we have selected for you to read.  All are important works. Remember that our job is not to entertain you, but to help educate you. If you “do not like” either of the books, that fact is not a suitable topic for discussion in your essays. Also remember that AP courses are electives. If you do not wish to complete a summer assignment, please select a course that does not require a summer assignment. 
Choice novel descriptions

Malcolm X as told by Alex Haley

With its first great victory in the landmark Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the civil rights movement gained the powerful momentum it needed to sweep forward into its crucial decade, the 1960s. As voices of protest and change rose above the din of history and false promises, one voice sounded more urgently, more passionately, than the rest. Malcolm X—once called the most dangerous man in America—challenged the world to listen and learn the truth as he experienced it. And his enduring message is as relevant today as when he first delivered it.
 
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black Muslim movement to veteran writer and journalist Alex Haley. In a unique collaboration, Haley worked with Malcolm X for nearly two years, interviewing, listening to, and understanding the most controversial leader of his time (Adapted from Amazon’s description of the book).

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever.  Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. 

What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms (Adapted from an Amazon editorial review).
1984 by George Orwell

1984 is a rare, terrifying work.  Published in 1949, the satire portrays George Orwell's nightmare prophecy of the future:   a totalitarian, bureaucratic world in which no one is considered an individual. Orwell predicts the future of 1984, which shockingly portrays parallels to the modern day world.
Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the demands of the Ministry of Truth. With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks power for its own sake and persecutes those who dare to commit thought crimes. However, as he starts to think for himself, Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is always watching... (adapted from an Amazon editorial review as well as the back of the novel).


Being an active reader is the best way to enhance your performance on the SAT.  Avoiding reading by going to sparknotes is easy – but you gain nothing from it. You can’t develop physical stamina by having someone else tell you about exercising. And you can’t develop intellectual stamina by having a website tell you about a book. Commit yourself to your own brain growth. No one else can do it for you.

Optional excellent reading: 

Fiction: 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 


A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini



Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides



The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 



Atonement by Ian McEwan

Nonfiction:
Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder 



The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 



A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind 



Strength in What Remains by Mr. Tracy Kidder


Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand



The Hot Zone by Richard Preston
