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Welcome to AP English Literature!  I hope that you are excited about this class as I am looking forward to another great year; some exceptional students have preceded you, but I am sure that you are equal to the task before us! This class will be what YOU make it; students should come to class prepared and ready to engage the literature.
THE COURSE:  This course is designed for students who want a college-level experience in literature and composition.  While students do not have to have taken the AP Language course or the Pre-AP English course, he must have a commitment to diligent study, excellence and personal growth.  Students taking this class should be competent in grammar, usage, punctuation, and the fundamentals of essay writing.  Students will be required to do a close reading and critical analysis of "imaginative literature" from the 16th century to the 20th century.  The core question in the class is always, "How did the author make meaning?"  To that end we will study structure, style, themes, and use of the literary elements  Good literature engages the mind, the heart and the soul of its readers; it makes us laugh, cry, but, above all, it makes us think.   (see attached handout from the College Board).       
THE READING LIST:  Pride & Prejudice       
                                      Wuthering Heights       
                                      Heart of Darkness

                                     Macbeth


                           Hamlet

                                   Beowulf

                                  Grendel

                                  Lord of the Flies

                                  sonnets & assorted poetry   
GENERAL OBJECTIVES:   

A. To prepare students to take the AP English Literature and

Composition Exam in May of each year, should they choose this option, or to give them coursework compliant with that of a college freshman English course so that they might receive dual credit if they so choose.

B. To present students with a variety of reading and writing 

experiences on a college level.

C. To enable students to analyze different genres of world 

literature using point of view, style, syntax tone, figurative language, literary devices, etc.

D. To enable students to synthesize concepts, themes (main 

ideas), and techniques from a variety of sources.

E. To enable students to evaluate works of literature in both

oral and written expression. 

F. Students will develop their close reading skills for success

on standardized tests and in college and professional life.

G. Students will improve their skills in expository and analytic

writing.    

  COURSE POLICIES:  

A. Attendance and tardy policies as described in the handbook will be enforced.  Obviously regular attendance is to your advantage, but absences are sometimes unavoidable.  It is your responsibility to obtain any missed work.  As much as possible, take care of personal needs BEFORE class begins.

B. We will follow the department policy on late work/papers.

C. I expect all students to be considerate and respectful of each other and me.  Please use common courtesy while in the classroom.  Manners are important.  Students in this class come from varying backgrounds, but everyone is welcome  and has something to offer the rest of us.  Please respect that.

D. I expect complete academic honesty in your work.  There should never be any question about my willingness to help, but you have student responsibilities as well.  You do need to ask when you need help, however, as I can’t read your mind.

E. I place a great deal of importance on a student’s work ethic.  While not every student comes into the class with the same background or strengths, everyone has the opportunity to succeed if willing to work hard enough.  I want to see effort, neatness, creativity and intellectual curiosity in my students.  Be conscious of what you put your name on; it is a direct reflection of you.

F. We will use MLA format for all papers.

G. I expect students to make wise use of class time.  Due to the nature of this class, much of our work will be done during class with the exception of reading. Take advantage of that!

CLASS MATERIALS:  
         You will need a notebook for this class.  A loose-leaf binder would probably work the best as there will be multiple handouts throughout the 27 weeks.  In this notebook you will keep your class notes, journal entries, vocabulary, study sheets, and handouts.  NOTES OVER CLASS DISCUSSION AND STUDENT PRESENTATIONS ARE ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT.  You will need your notebook, a writing instrument and the current text with you each day.  

     Please have paper with a clean edge for work that is to be turned in; write in only blue or black ink for assignments.  Some assignments, of course, will need to be typed.  You also may find a highlighter and/or post-it notes helpful.

ASSESSMENT:  

        Students will be assessed based on their performance on

· Open-book reading quizzes

· Timed in-class essays of literary interpretation and analysis

· Formal out-of-class essays of literary interpretations and analysis

· Allusions quiz

· Literary terms quiz

· Mythology test

· Schools of literary criticism project

· Reader-response writings

PERSONAL STATEMENT:

The 2012-2013 school year marks my 34th  year of 

teaching.  This is my twelfth  year at JCHS.  Previously I taught at Francis Howell North High School in St. Charles, Archbishop O’Hara High School in Kansas City, University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg, and several smaller schools around the state.  I have had the privilege to teach AP Lit. in two of my previous schools and do not take for granted the opportunity to work with bright, motivated young people.
     As successful and productive adults, it is important that you be able to communicate effectively and clearly.  Literature study provides an exceptional opportunity to develop your critical thinking skills, but even more than that,  it is an extraordinary  opportunity to explore and think about life.  A student from the 2009-2010 class sent me a note that included this:



"I've been thinking about how much I learned, not just about English Literature, but about myself and my thought processes as a student. . . I think I learned more about life and the decency of the human spirit in this class than I had thus far in life. . . what a privilege it was to sit down every morning and get to talk about what "all this" means to me." 

I love literature and truly believe there is  much we can glean from the study of literature that makes our lives richer.  And even if you do not share my passion for literature, it is my sincere hope that you find something that "speaks to you" and that you take away from the class.

I look forward to getting better acquainted with each of you; please let me know if there is anything I can do for you.  I am excited to spend the next 27 weeks with you!

                                                                             Mrs. Schmidt

