Classroom Notes for Room 30 

Week of August 28 through September 1 in 2017
Monday is Day #3 of our five-day specials schedule.
Absences- If your child is absent, please let me know if you would like to have the day’s work sent home with a sibling, neighbor, or taken to the office near the end of the day.  In most cases, students have as many days as they have been absent to complete make up work.
Xtra Math- I have attached a sheet with a username and four-digit PIN number to access Xtra Math.  The names are arranged by the first name and last initial.  This keeps track of your child’s skills and can be used to practice the math facts from home.  (No ‘E’ in XtraMath.com) 
Class DOJO- Students took home information on Friday to allow you to access our ClassDojo information.  It will give you a window about your child’s day.  I plan to continue the STAR Reports in our class as the basis of the Citizenship grade for now.  (This is new for me, and I am like an old dog when it comes to new tricks!)  We have a wonderful class of students, and I hope the Dojo will help us to be more attentive to direction and listening in class, as well as talking out of turn.  If you have trouble connecting to the class, please let me know and I will try to find an answer for you.  
SeeSaw- I am planning to set up a SeeSaw account that works something like social media in the classroom.  It will allow the class to respond in a thread that the others can see.  It also will allow you input into your child’s (Only YOUR child’s) entries.  Nothing will appear without me accepting it.  Watch for another slip that will allow you access.

Student Council Elections- Congratulations to Olivia K. and Madisyn B., our newly elected Student Council Representatives.  All of our candidates were top notch.  
Friday, September 1st is PICTURE DAY!  Lifetouch Studios will be here on Monday, Friday, September 1st to take pictures. Fliers and an envelope will home on today.
Website- I will post this message on our classroom website each week.  Just click on the Menu with three bars in the top right corner of the MGES page.  Click on ‘Teacher Webs’ to find our classroom.  I will try to update the pictures soon! 
Parent Volunteers- Current Background checks are necessary this year if you are chaperoning a trip or working with students away from the teacher. Look for information on the MGES website.  (Cost for this more extensive check is $12.95)
Math- We have already started our daily math fact tests.  Students take a 25-problem test each morning, beginning with addition facts through 12+2. 
-Review Lesson 2.1: Mental Math: Find Sums and Differences
-Review Lesson 2.2: Mental Math: Estimate Sums and Differences

-Lesson 2.3: Add Whole Numbers

-Essential Learning #1 (Addition) Test on Friday.  This includes knowing the four steps of the addition algorithm: 
1. Arrange the addends so place values are aligned vertically

2. Add digits in the ones place
3. If necessary, carry over an extra 1 from the sum to the next highest place

4. Repeat with each additional place

Spelling-  Tests will be on Friday.  Each word will be scored as two points.  One point for the correct spelling and one for being placed in the correct feature column.  Capital letters are used only when needed, and some letters must be dotted or crossed.  
Test will be Friday, September 1st.  I had hoped to send the words home last Wednesday, but they haven’t arrived yet from the copy center.  They are overwhelmed with the start of the year overload. If the papers don’t appear on Monday, I will run only a set for the students to keep in their Literacy binder.  
Group I:  Within Words Sort (WW) 13: FEATURES: Short o   CVC Long o   CVCe    CVVC - oa   Oddball
clock chose boat love crop joke coat none cross note float knock slope soap lock stone toad shop whole toast

Group II: Within Words Sort (WW) 39: FEATURES: hard c   soft c   hard g   soft g
 calf cease game gem cart cell golf germ coat cent goose gist code guess gym corn guest cub guide
Group III: Syllables and Affixes (SA) Sort 26: FEATURES: 1st Syllable   2nd Syllable   Oddball
 moisture amount trouble poison allow double noisy around southern loyal about country pointed announce voyage avoid drowsy annoy coward employ thousand appoint country destroy counter
 Reading- Novel: Running Out of Time by Betsy Byars  
-Target Skill: Making Inferences
-Reading Chapter 5-6, pp. 43-60
-Comprehension Question, answered in complete sentences. We will practice restating words of the question into our answers orally.

Quiz on Friday over Chapters 5-6
Language- Units of Study: The Arc of the Story (Narrative Writing)
-Imaging Stories We Wish Existed in the World
-Developing Believable Characters

-Giving Character Struggles and Motivations
-Plotting with a Story Arc 

Social Studies- Chapter 1: Indiana’s Geography
-Review Chapter 1 Vocabulary

-Review Lesson 1.1: Land and Water Chapter 1, Lesson 1, pp. 2-9

-Review Lesson 1.2: Regions and Resources, pp. 10-15
-Review Lesson 1.3: Indiana Connection, pp. 18-23

-Chapter 1 Study Guide (Study Guide will basically cover every question on the closed-book test.) (See Attachment) Test Date TBD. 
-Chapter 1 Test on Wednesday

Science- Weathering, Erosion, and Deposition 

-Discovery Education (DE) “Weathering and Erosion”

-DE Erosion Investigation 
Thank you!  
