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Grade: 5th 

 

Activity: Soft Sculpture 

Objective: Making familiar objects “larger  

                  than life” 

 

 

Meet the Artist:

 

 

 

Art Masterpiece - “Giant Hamburger” Claes Oldenburg 
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Activity: Soft Sculpture 

 

Supplies: 

 Giant Hamburger art print 

 Two, 2’x 2’ sheets of white butcher paper (pair for each student) 

 Markers or Crayons 

 Staplers and box of staples 

 Clean grocery bags (you can find a box of bags under the counter by the window) 

 Copies of sheets with pop-culture images (1 per table) or you can bring in items such as 

soda cans, candy wrappers, t-shirt with pop-culture image, etc… 
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Process:  

 

 Look at pictures of Claes Oldenburg’s sculptures and talk about Pop Art. 

 Ask the students what objects they think a pop artist would choose to represent today. 

 Pass out Pop-Culture Image sheets and/or items you’ve brought, and ask students to 

choose a simple item or package of food or drink that appeals to them. It can be a carrot, 

a chocolate-chip cookie, a slice of pizza, an ice cream cone, a box of cereal, or any other 

common edible object, or wrapping for such an object. 

 Ask students to think about the shapes of the items they have chosen. The carrot, for 

example, has a long, narrow triangular shape, the cookie is round, and so on. 

 Give students two large sheets (2’x2’) of butcher paper and have them enlarge their 

choice of subject. Make it “larger than life”. 

 Have students color in their art with crayons - the brighter and bolder the better. 

 Students may color image on both sheets of paper, but one side is okay too. 

 When they have cut out both front and back pieces, they can staple them around the 

perimeter of image, leaving an open space (3-5 inches) to stuff with plastic bags or 

newspaper to create a “pillow” or Soft Sculpture.  

 For stapling: Put staples no more than an inch apart for best results. 

 

Note: While cutting out their image, they should cut ½ inch around the perimeter of the 

image, leaving enough space to staple around their drawing. 
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Pop-Culture Image Sheets 
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