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CHILD ABUSRNEGLECT -
The Waterbriry Public Schoot Distriet shall comply with the Connecticut Genera! Statutes
regarding Child Abuse/Neglect by requiring mandated reporters, including, but nor
limited to, school meses, school medical advisor, sch

counsclors, principals, supervisors, school teachers and school saci
oral report of suspected abusefnegiect to the Cowurtissioner of (he

. Licx 1o be called, Notification of ar
child abuze/naplact #eport is {6 be given Lo the Principal. A copy of the W-136 form

2hould be filed in the sehool nurse’s office,

Tmmunity from eivi] or

criminal liahility is pranted 1o people who make required repotts
in good faith. ’ )

ABUSE BY SCHOOL EMPLOYER
Whenever i investigation by the Department of Children ard Bamilies/Police, pursiant

. i, produces evidence, fhat a ¢hild has been
- abused by a public school emplayee in 3 position requlring a certificate, the

Healtl: and Safely 8030.2

POLICY

CHIILD bsmmwiﬁnghd = Conrtinued

Legal Reference: ' Connocticut General Stautes

5»‘:: Pratection of childrer from abuse,
Reports required of cariain cssemtial persons,

gpgwnrmﬁgw._unﬂsg& from surronndings
witliout 2 eourt ordar,. . )

PA-D6-169:  Reporting and investigation of child gbuse,

Adopted by the Board of Edocation on August | 3, 1997

+ Policy to'be Reviewed Prior to August 2000,
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REGULATIONS

CHILD ABUSENEGLE

CITY OF WATERBURY - REPORTING OF CHILD EGWEZHOFHQH

This regulation is intended to safeguard children whose health and weifare may be
adversely ailected through injury and neglect, and to ensore a nurturing and safe
eavironment. Reports should be made where there is reasonably cause rq SUEpECt o
believe that any child onder the age of eighteen:

1. Has bad physical injory or injures inflicted upon him/her (other than by
accidental means} by a person respansible for the <hild’s health, welfare, o care, or
bya person given access io the child. :

2

3, 15 in a condition which Is the result of maltreatment such as, but not fimited fa,

malmarition, fexual exploitation, deprivation of necessitios, emotional
malireatment or crusl punishment,

4, Has been neplected in one or mors of the following é&ﬁ

a, Has been sbandoned.
- I being denied proper care and attention, physically, medically,
educationaily, emofionally, or merally. :
c. Is being permitted to live under conditions, circumstances, or association
- injurious o the ehild"s well-being,
d. Is in danger of being shused even, thoagh one does not have fegsoqable
cause foy sugpect or beliave any such shuse has actually occurred,

INSCHOOL PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING
.. The school employes who hos teasonable cause to suspect that a child has been

abused, shall make an oral report to the Commissioner of the Department of
Children and Families (via the Child Protection Carcline 1-BOD-842.2288), -

Health and Sqfety

Has injuries which are at variance with the explanation given of their ncourrence.

B2
REGULATIONS
CHLD ABUSE/NEGLECT - Continued
2. If the employee is wncertain regarding the validity of the suspicion, the wnployee

is aflvised to seek assistance {pertaining to ol report and completion of W-136
form) from sopport, personnal (school numse, sehanl guidance counselar, prineipal,
school psychologist, school sociat worker or the Beparment of Children nd
Families (viz the Child Protection Carcline 1-800-842-2288). MO PERSON IN

OF A ITY HA; IFGAL

assegsed & eivil penalty of not more than $2,500 and other pemaltins as the court
deems appeopriate [sea Section 172.101e (a)

3 Immanity ffom 6ivil or criminal lisbility is geanted to people whe make reqniped
Tports in good fajth. Anyene wha knowingly makes a false report of ehild

- abose/neglect may be fined up o $2,000 ar imprisoned for not more than one
year, or bath, .

4. The principal is to be informed when a chtild abuse/neglect Hﬁo,,‘._ i lo be made 1o
the Depanmen of Children and Pamilies. A copy of the writien report will be
made and filed in the nurse’s offios in the health file, due to the medical and

confidential status of these reports. (A staff member who needs sccess the copy
of the W~136 form, must sign an access form in the nurse’s QBRV _

SHOULD BE NOTED; : .

W 1t is not necessary to know or prove child abusefmeglect. Yt is sufficient
that the suspicion of abosefneglect has ocourred or may ocenr.

b. Reports should be made as eoom as the child abuse/neplect is suspected
even though the incident may not be a recent one.,

. Mandated reporters ars asked o give their name when they make a report
to the Department of Children and Families, This greatly aids in the
investigntion of the report. However, reporters may request unonythity.
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D ABUSENEGLECT - Continned

- This means (hat the Departinent of Children znd Families wonld not
disclose their name or identjty nnless mandated to dosoby
Connecticut General Statutes (8sctions 17a-28 and Ha-101).
Information not disclosed UpoR request includes the name of the
Teporter ar any identifying information reganding the soarce of the ©
report (e.g. school personne!, medica] facility), .

The Department of Children and Families will advise. s3] veparters that the Department
Gnnot maiptain the anenymity of the Teporter under the: following cirnmstances:

- When court activity to protect
. call the reporter 2s a witness. :
- In any repart Tesulting in criminal prosscution, when the
" Department is mandated to share the cage record and al)
infarmation with the state’s attomey or designes.

achild requireg the Department to

cascs in which 3 parent or legat
. the Departinent of Children and Families

d. Non-mandated reporters who are the primaty source'of the.child dhuse
disclosure should make the.referral. Assistance (pestaiting to oral report
and completion of W-136 form) from support personnel (school nyrse,
principat, school peychologist, school social worker) will be provided.

The  repottor suspected Child Abuse/Neglect forms (W-136), must be
. . completed and signed by the reporfer. -

WHAT MUST BE REPORTED

®  Mandated reportars are required to rapert when they have reasonable cause 1o Suspect
that a child under the ageof 18 is in denger of being abused, has had non-eccidentat
physical injury, or injury which is at variance with the history given of suel in:
inflicied upon hirm, by person responsible fer the child's health, welfare

Person given access to the child by the Tesponsible persort, of has been neglected,

© parant contact should be made in consuliation with th

In cases of child sexual aby
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CHILY ABOSE/NEGLECT - Continned

o Mandeted Teporters must report orally to the Departrnent of Childrer and Familiss or
a law enforcemant agency within 24 hours of suspecting tiat a chiid hag been abugsed, -
neglected or I8 in dangor of being abused.

©  When making a report, 4 mandaced Tepotter is required to provide the following
information, ifknown; - - ) -

hames and nddresses of the child and his parents or res

* gends of the child ead age of the child,
nafure and extent of injaryties), maltreatment or neplect, -
approximate date and time the injury, maltreatment or neglect ocenered,
the chenmstances in which it became known to the ©Eporier.
information abont previons injery, mahreatment or neglect of the child or
siblings. : :

- “tame: of the person suspected 1o have cansed the injury,

. meglest, : ) ]

- -any other information the reporter helieves wonlg be helphal.

- HEY actiom taken o freat or help the chitd, )

- if the dral report docs not inchude the above Information, then 2 wrilten

report must be submitted 1o the Department of Children and Pamilies
 Within 43 lours.

ponsibie caregiver,

LI T T B R

maliregtenent or

FOLLGW-U PROCEDURE FOR THE SCHOOL STARF

If the allaged perpetratir of tho sbisseinegloct doss ot reside fn (he home with the child,
the principal will potify the parent that a referral hag been made,

1f the alleged 3&28 of the abusefneglect is in the tome and/or in the Jjudgment of the

principsd, the parent may punish, the child for revealing the abune, the decision regarding

e: Bepartment of Childesn ana
Families worker to ensurs the safety of the child,

se the decision regarding phe g.nu__ E.. guardian contact should

be made in consnltatton with the Departrnent of Children and Families in order tq ensere
the sufety of the child, T : :

i
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CHILD ABUSENEGLECT - Continged

PROCEDURE AND HANDLING ABUSE PISCLOSURES AS RELATED TO
SEXUAL ABUSE PROGRAM PRESENTATIONS

When a smdent n_.._aﬂammu ar is abont to disclose child er sexval abuses to a Sexual Assault

Crisis Service counselor presenting schoo] programs, thet cotmselar shall immediately
nolify the principal, and the Sexnal Assay)
anel Pamilies referral.

t Counsefor takes the Department of Children

£ neglect is necossary, only the school
nuorse or fchool physician may request or remove the child’s clothing, Neither a sehoal

nurse or 4 school physician may remove or ingist iat 2 child remave clothing to confirm
suspected abuse or neglect, except in those circumstances where there is a peed for
emergency medscal treatment. The school nurse or school physician may request that a
child retnove clothing when the following three conditions exist; -

I A child by .Eca or action, has identified a particular injury, the extent of which
can  anly be determined by removing the child’s clothing,

Z The examination is necessary to determine whethey medical attention is required

and not mezely to confisrnsuspected abuse,
The request is made in sueh a mapner That the child clearly indersrands ibnt

compliance with the request is aptional and that no adverse conseqoences will
result from a refusal to comply.

In addition to 1he schaol ourse or school physician, & staff member of the same gender as
the child will be present during such an examination,

REFORTING OF CHILD ABUSE BY SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

Any mandated reporter or employes who has reasonable emise to suspect that g child has

ummzbwam&_uu.‘nm%o& ma:u_aﬁo.iﬁzmgﬁ:ﬁuwgnna the: Department of Children
and Families {via tbe Child Protection Carelina 1-300-842-2288). .

Health and Safeiy 8030.6
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1. The building principal shall immediately notlfy fhe child’s Pacents o guardian,
and  make sn orsf report immediately by telaphone or otherwise io the Commissioner

of Children and Families (via the Child Protection Camline 1-B00-842-2288). This
report must be followed with a written, report to the Department of Children and
Fumilies and a copy to the school nurse. The nurse shall be available ny & support
for principal and parent when needed.. In the case of & eertified employes, the
persott in charge of the school must alse send 2 wrilten report to fhe
Superintendent and the Commissioner of Education o his representative,

2 When the cliild is in pendin

& imminent datger, the police need to he called
immediately, ' : .

All orad and written reports of fuspected ahuse or negleet must contain, if known:

- the names and addresses of the child
“responsible for bis care;

- “the ape of the child;

- the gender of the child:

- the nature and extent of the chifd’s injury or injuries, maltréaiment or
neglect; . .

- the approximate date
neglect ooourrad; S

- information concerning any previous Injury er injuries 1o, or maltreatment
or neglect of the child or his siblings;

- the circumstances in which the injuiy or injusies, maltreatment or neplect
came 1o be known to the reporter;

- the name of the-person responsihle for causing such injary or injurics,
maltreatment or neglect; and :

- whatever action, if any, was taken 1o treat, provide shelier ar atlierwise

assist the child (see 17a- 101d),

and his parents or ather person

and time the injory or injuries, malreshnent o

PLEASENOTE:  Under this Jaw; a “child” rofery to a
) siphteen (18) years. ’

person under the age of

4, Whenever an investipation pursuant to the Department of Childrer and
FamiliesfPolice (172 -1013), produces evidence that a child lias been abused bya
poblic sehool emplayes in a pasition requiring 2 certificate, (e snpesintendent
must suspend such school employes with pay #nd continmation of benefils. Such
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suspension shall remain In ffect until the Board of BEducation acts parswant to
. Section 10-151 of the General Statutes, as amended, Within sevetity-two hours
after such suspension the supetintendent ghaft notify the local of reglonal Boagd of
Education and the Commigsioner of Bducation or his representative of the reasons
for and condiiions of lhe suzpension [ses Section 17a-101i (2], :
3. I the Deparunent of Children'and Families/Polic investigation indicates there are
Tindings of abuse, the Department of Childres and Families/Police will natify the
soperintendent. Iminediate action mmst be taken ko protect the child,

ROLE OF DEPARTMENT QF CHILDREN .P.ZU FAMNIES

If an interview in the school setting may be necessary in arder to profect the
child, the Diopartment of Children and Families rust be ninified g5 early in the
school-day as passibie, The Department of Children and Fapniljes will advize
sehool persunnel whsther the child st be interviewed in the school. The
Department of Children and Families must obtain consent of the parent, priardian
oF person responsthle for the child’s care for any interview with a child wnless the
alleged perpetrator iz syeh perzon or 2 mernber of the househald, When consent is
not vequired, the interview must be conducted in the 7 e of 2 disinferasted
party, suochass tencher, pupil services specialist or principal. The latter does not
apply if a disinterested adalt is not accessible &fter 2 reasonable search, and ay
immediate interview isnecessary. {see Section 17a-101 by .

If the Départment of Childres and Families d
appropriate, the Department of Children and Famities soctal worker wifl notify the
Ptincipal pricr to the school visit, The Department of Children and Families
worker will provide identification to the princ

etermines that a school interview is

hecessary to protect the child’s physical well-being, the principal mest atempt to
notify the parents of tha child, 1F in the principal’s judgment, the child is in
imminent danger and cannet be retumad home, the child should be talren to tha
Palice Department ora hospital emergency room if medisal attention Is required,

Health and Safety 8030.8 -
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CHILD ABUSENEGLECT - Continmed

Ramilies has probable cause 1o helieve that e

If the Department of Children and
child i paffering frofm serfous physical illuess or inj

._inuwﬂg_ﬁﬂmannnawn..
from higher surroundings and that immediate removal from such surroundings is
necedsury to ensure the child's safety. the Department of Chitdren and Ramilies
Tay remove through “96 hour hold™, & court order, o authorize 4 law

enforcement official to femove the: child from such surroundings without the
conzent of the child’s perent or puardian. Jf removal of the child from the school
is determined to be necessary, the Depmrtment of Children and Famnilies shatl
inform the principal of the removal, If the Departraent of Chilldren and Pamilies
does not have 1 eourt arder ar written author]zation to impose the “08 hour hald®,
the child will not be refessed to the Department of Children and Families,

3. Awritton report (W-136) is sent 1o the Departmesnt of Children and Pamilies
Regional affics within forty-eight (48) hours and is stgmed by the reporter, A

copy s kept in ihe nurse's confidentiat file, The Depariment of Chitdres andt Families

Orer as to disposition of the case immediately aftar action ig

EMERGENCY CARE

» (2 person providing sach sid is not liable
for civil damnges for any personal Injuries which resuft from acts or omission in
rendering first aid),

Transportation for a ¢hild to & bospital in an emergency sitarion that may b a result of
abuse or neglect witl be provided to the fame extent as it would be provided to any ather
child in need of emergency services, (The Department of Children and Famities will not
provide transportation unjags they tales legal custady of child). )
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ALLY RETARDED BETWEEN 18-
2L YEAI'S OF AGE

In case of suspectad abuse or negleet of mentally retarded adulis between 18-21 years of
age, oral and written reports of suspected abuse will be made o the Office of Protection

maaﬁqgmﬁ&mvﬂg:mi& Disability. Call the Departinent of Abnse Numher 1-
ROD-842-7303,

In-house procedures for working with the Office of Protection and Advecacy for the
Handicapped follow those for the Department of Children and Famities,

EVALUATION:  These segulations will be reviewed and updated ot east every 3rd
¥ear to incorporate changes in knowledge, personnet, student and
Tamily needs, commumity resoarces, and the law,

The Waterbury Board of Education will d]
procedures on child shuse and neglect
with on-going education fo the recogniti
neglect.

isseminate pnd explain the district's policy and
schoot employess and will provide school staff
on and reporting of suspected child abuse and

Atapled by the .un._m& of Education on August 53, 19097,

“Policy to be Reviewed Prior to August 2000,




