HONORS CHEMISTRY COURSE SYLLABUS     2014/2015
Contact Information

Sheila Baldessari 





Email:   baldesss@hudson.edu

Phone:  ext:
4127
Kathy Sfiligoj

Email:   sfiligok@hudson.edu

Phone  ext:  3556

Open Help Session and lab makeups:   7:00-8:00 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Welcome to Honors Chemistry!  By choosing to be in Honors Chemistry, you have made a decision to go above and beyond the state requirements for high school chemistry.  We have very high expectations for everyone in this class.  The only way that you will not succeed in this class is if you do not put forth your best effort. This course will thoroughly prepare you for AP Chemistry and college Chemistry.
Course Description

Honors Chemistry is an elective, college preparatory class designed to meet the needs of students with a strong background in mathematics and science. This course offers students a chance to learn the fundamental principles of chemistry, to learn safe laboratory techniques, to learn proper handling techniques of various chemical substances, and to develop problem solving and critical thinking skills needed to succeed at the college level. Students interested in pursuing careers in healthcare, engineering, pharmacology, research, veterinary medicine, science teaching, lab technology, or any related field are strongly encouraged to take this course. Honors Chemistry is a laboratory science and participation in the laboratory is vital to student success in this course. This course is designed to complement and prepare students for AP Chemistry. To meet state core content standards in content area writing and inquiry lab experience, students will take Cornell notes, complete labs, and conduct an inquiry based STEM project along with writing a research paper as part of their STEM project. Participation in the STEM Program is a requirement of this course, and it meets the State of Ohio’s inquiry and writing standards requirement.
Textbook

· AP Chemistry Zhumdal Zhumdal – Students may keep their book at home. (We have a class set.)
Required Materials

· $30 lab fee

· Three ring binder with paper (tabs optional)

· 2 Composition notebooks [quad ruled (graph paper) lab notebook] – see sample in class, no spirals
· Graphing calculator – if you do not own one, please purchase or check one out for the year form guidance

· Computer with Internet access (if this is not available at home, students should use the school’s media center)

· For all labs - Chemical Apron / Splash Goggles /box of latex or nitrile gloves/Closed-Toe Shoes / Hair Tie – for long hair   Students who do not proper personal safety equipment on lab days (goggles, aprons, gloves, closed-toe shoes) will not be permitted in the lab.
Classroom Structure
· This classroom will be a ‘flipped’ classroom. Students will be responsible for reading the text, taking Cornell notes, completing pre-labs, and viewing power points or videos at home to prepare for the following day’s lesson.

· Class time will be utilized for problem solving, group work, and individualized instruction. 

· A flipped classroom makes learning chemistry easier because the traditional note taking and PowerPoint review is performed at home, while traditional homework/ problem-solving will be done in the classroom.  Worksheets not completed in class will be assigned as homework.

Class Rules

In order to provide a safe environment where all students can learn, students are asked to adhere to the following rules:
· Be in your assigned seat and ready to work, with all handouts picked up, when the tardy bell rings.

· Respect the beliefs, opinions, and feelings of others in the classroom.

· No food or drink in the lab. 
· Responsible use of cell phones, Ipods, and other electronic devices is expected.  Otherwise they will be confiscated. At no time is it appropriate to bring these devices into the lab area.
· Adhere to the dress code and guidelines in the student handbook.

· Refrain from talking during instructional/lecture time.

· Always follow lab safety rules. This includes wearing apron, splash goggles, closed-toe shoes at all times when in the lab.  Gloves will be worn when instructed.
Cheating/Plagiarism


Please refer to academic honesty contract
Grades

· 70% Summative Assessments (tests, some projects, quizzes and lab practicals)

· 30% Formative Assessment (Cornell notes, daily quizzes, worksheets, labs and some large quizzes)
· Grading rubrics will be provided for all labs and projects

Extra credit

· Earn points by completing assigned extra credit projects
· Earn points for doing an outstanding job on something
· As a best practice, always do extra credit when assigned.  No “Please, save my grade” extra credit opportunities will be provided at the end of a grading period.
Homework

· Homework will be assigned on a regular basis and is designed to help students’ master concepts and prepare for tests. Answers will be discussed in class and/or posted on the class website, the day it is due.  Thus, no late homework will be accepted for credit.

· Not all homework assignments will be collected, but should be completed to ensure understanding of concepts.

· Homework assignments and Cornell Notes will be graded for either completion or accuracy. Be Prepared!
· Students should be prepared to work on problems that are based on readings from assigned homework.
· An honest effort must be demonstrated and all work must be shown on all homework assignments.  Mrs. Baldessari and Mrs. Sfiligoj are available daily by email, or prior to school to answer questions and assist you as needed.
· While collaboration on homework is permitted, it is expected that the work you turn in represents your understanding of the concepts.  In other words, it is permissible for someone to explain how to get an answer, but the answers you submit must be in your own words.  In regards to calculations, it is expected that you understand the work you submit. 
· Please note, a quarterly calendar as well as daily objectives and assignments are posted to our website.   Students may refer to the quarterly calendar and work on Cornell notes in advance of the assigned date.

Labs

· Labs are based on completion, cooperation, quality of work, and demonstration of content knowledge

· All labs will be recorded in one of two lab notebooks
· Lab analysis questions are to be written in complete sentences, in ink, and double spaced between questions in your lab notebook.  While collaboration on lab analysis is encouraged, use your own words when answering lab analysis questions
· Lab notebooks are due every Monday during your assigned class period. A lab notebook rubric and individual lab rubrics will be provided.  Follow the rubrics to ensure maximum credit is earned. (If you do not want to have lab analysis homework every weekend, it is highly recommended that you complete the lab analysis questions on Wednesday or Thursday evening following the collection of your lab data.  If you are absent on Monday, your lab notebook is due the day you return.  Late lab books receive a 50% deduction.  
· If you miss a lab, you must complete the lab within one week of the original date by coming in before school between 7 and 8 am. (This includes Wednesday.  The lab is not open from 8-9:30 on Wednesdays, due to teacher meetings and their unavailability to supervise labs.)   If it is not possible to come in and physically complete the lab within one week, then lab data will be provided and 20% will be deducted from your grade.  It is highly recommended that doctors’ appointments and other activities are not scheduled to conflict with block day labs.  If you must miss your assigned lab period, you are welcome to attend another lab period to complete the lab.  Labs are held Wednesdays during 2nd, 5/6th period, and 9th and Thursdays during 1st, 3rd, and 7/8, periods.  Please note, all Honors Chemistry labs either prepare you for an AP lab, or they are actual AP labs that are required in preparation for the AP test.
Quarterly Projects

· 1st Quarter Project  - Atomic Model timeline
· 2nd and 3rd Quarter project - STEM Project 
Quizzes and Tests

· Once quizzes and tests have been graded, they will be passed back, reviewed, and recollected and filed.  Students and their parents are welcome to make an appointment and review any quiz or test further. 
· As previously mentioned quizzes are formative, meaning that they are given to help you learn the material.  They will be given often, vary in size, and have low point values 
· Be prepared for open note 5 point daily quizzes
· Quizzes and tests are not graded on a curve.   However, if a question is missed by the majority of students, it will be thrown out.

· Tests may cover material from more than one chapter in the textbook.
· Material on quizzes and tests is not limited to what is in the textbook; as a result, it is important students take notes during class discussion/lecture in order to ensure success on the quizzes and tests.

· Students should use the text, PowerPoints, lecture notes, homework problems, daily quizzes, worksheets, and labs to prepare for quizzes and tests.   Test reviews will be provided.
· Students are urged to get help and ask questions when needed, however, questions will not be addressed in class on test day. Questions should be asked prior to this time.

· All tests may be retaken by those students that desire an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and earn a higher grade
· Students who earn above a 70%, should review their test, and then retake a similar but different test.  They may only retake a test once.  The retake will be on Wednesday morning at 8:00 am one week after receiving the test back. The higher grade will be recorded.
· Students who earn below a 70%, must complete and check a remediation packet provided by the teacher prior to retaking a test.  If needed, the student may retest until mastery (above a 70%) is shown.  Due to the time needed to complete the remediation packet and ensure an understanding of the content, students who scored below a 70% may retake their test when ready.  (The one week rule does not apply as above.)
· Please note, test retakes will be similar, but not the same as the original test.  Test Retakes are given on designated Wednesday mornings at 8 am.  The higher test score will be reported.
· Makeup tests are only given for excused absences and must be completed between 7 and 8 am.
Daily Quizzes

· 5 points each, given daily except on the day of a large quiz or test.

· Open Cornell note

· Cornell note taking is only required on assigned text book reading.

· Cornell note taking on assigned PowerPoint’s, videos, or computer simulations is not required and will not be graded, but it is recommended.

· If a student chooses to take Cornell notes on the assigned PowerPoints and videos in addition to the regular textbook reading, these Cornell notes  may be used on the daily quizzes.  
· Only notes taken in Cornell note taking format may be used on the daily quizzes.
Due dates/Absences/Late Work

· Look for assignments in 2 places – posted daily in class and on our Honors Chemistry website
· It is the students’ responsibility to check the website so they know what was covered in class on the days they were absent.  Students may either print the handouts from the website or pick them up when they return.  It is extremely important to stay current, as we will be covering new material nearly every class period.  Please note, it is possible, to refer to the website, and complete the missed assignments prior to returning to class.  If this is done, students will not be behind on the day of their return. Please remember, you may receive help while absent by emailing your questions to your teacher.  Often a scanned copy of your work is best, so the teacher can provide specific feedback on your progress and provide help in the areas that are difficult. 
· All work is due on the assigned due date, as keys will be posted.  If you are absent, simply, scan or take a picture and email the assignment, or have someone else turn it in for you.  If you have an excused absence, and elect not to turn in your work either by emailing it or having someone else turn it in, the assignment will be excluded. 
· If a student is absent the day before a test or quiz, the student will still take the test or quiz on the scheduled day.  Please remember, we are available to answer questions by email and in the morning before school to ensure you are prepared.
· All missed quizzes and tests must be made up in less than one week of the original test date.  This may seem harsh, but it is really a safety net to ensure you do not fall too far behind.
· No makeup tests will be given during class time.  They may be made up from 7-8 am daily.
· No late homework will be accepted since answer keys will be posted on the due date. Projects/labs will be accepted late with a 50% deduction.
Class Web-Site
· An Honors Chemistry page has been established and will be maintained throughout the year. It will provide all class PowerPoints, handouts, links to on-line learning, and other valuable information. 

· A complete Honors Chemistry schedule is also available.  A year-long view is provided to show the pace of the class. Actual assignments and due dates are updated as concepts are covered throughout the year.
How to Succeed in Honors Chemistry

Chemistry is a very challenging, yet rewarding class. During our time together, we will attempt to help students move away from simply memorizing information to learning how to think, reason, conceptualize, and apply concepts to solve problems. Students will not only learn how to perform lab procedures and handle chemicals safely, but they will learn how to write and implement their own lab procedures while solving problems.  The units to be studied are somewhat comprehensive and build upon each other.  Your goal should be to master every unit.  If you struggle we are available to help you both in class and before school.  It is our number one priority to help you succeed. As your teachers, we pledge to respect you and your learning style. We will not give you menial “busy work” to waste your time nor will we ask you to memorize trivial information. We will do our best every day to provide you with an interesting, challenging, and valuable chemistry experience to prepare you for college level coursework.  

Please refer to the How to Succeed in Honors Chemistry document on our website with advice from last year’s students.  Here are just a few ways to ensure success:
· Come to class prepared to learn EVERYDAY. 

· Be an active listener while solving problems. Do not just copy solutions. 

· Listen to others while you write; put ideas into your own words. Often many of the most important concepts are addressed through discussions, so do not just write what you see.

· Do not wait too long to get help. We are available to provide individualized assistance. 

· Utilize study groups.

· Check the grade book and syllabus regularly.  Know what your grade is, and why it is what it is

· Makeup absences/missed work.  Refer to the website to keep up on missed assignments.
· Keep all work, handouts, labs, etc. We will often refer back to previous work, plus you can use these materials to prepare for exams and the AP Chemistry test.

· Read! Students are expected to READ all material before class discussions. Class time will be utilized to answer questions and explore problem solving.

· If you are having trouble understanding in class, take time to go home and read the section in your textbook again or to explore the concept online.

· Take advantage of bonus opportunities when they arise***ALL OF THEM (even if you don’t need the points…you never know when you will).

· ASK QUESTIONS…someone else is probably thinking the same thing.

