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2014-2015
Welcome to 8th grade science! I look forward to having your student and to a wonderful year ahead! 
Course Description

This course is designed to give students an introduction to the physical aspect of science, with a focus on Chemistry and Physics.  We will cover various topics such as: forces and motion, the periodic table of elements, chemical reactions, chemistry of life, and astronomy, while working on developing scientific thought processes and integrating science into other aspects of daily life. By the end of this course students will also have a thorough understanding of correct lab procedure and safety, experimentation, and how science relates to the world around us. We will achieve this through small group and class discussion, labs, and many hands on activities inside the classroom.  

Classroom Rules and Expectations
The following rules are to be followed along with the rules stated in the Student Handbook
1. Be respectful of the teacher and your classmates.

2. Come to class on time and ready to learn
3. Do not engage in any behavior that prevents others or yourself from learning.        
Rewards 
Praise, and positive notes home
Consequences
Should you CHOOSE to break a rule, the following will occur:

1. First Offense: Verbal warning, conference with teacher
2. Second Offense: Time out or class suspension

3. Third Offense: Office referral
Severe disruptions or dangerous behavior will result in an immediate office referral. Dangerous behavior includes, but is not limited to: horseplay in the lab, performing unauthorized experiments, not wearing safety goggles or taking the necessary safety precautions outlined for each lab.
Grading 
Tests: 40%
Lab Reports/ Class work/Notebook Check: 40%
Homework: 10%

Final Exam : 10%
A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%
Homework: Homework is assigned and checked the following day. Not completing homework will affect the student’s ability to perform well on tests. Please note that 3 missing assignments in a grading period will result in an “N” in work habits.  More than 5 will result in a “U”.
. 

Make-Up Work: Late work will be accepted for those with an excused absence for full credit. Students who submit late work for any other reason will get partial credit. Late work will not be accepted past the chapter or unit test for the particular topic we are covering. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what assignments were missed, and to make them up in a timely manner.
Retaking Tests: Tests can be retaken if the student has received a D or an F. The highest grade received in the case of a retake is a B+. Tests may only be retaken if all assignments have been completed for that specific chapter.
Grades: Grades will be posted on my website and updated weekly. A spreadsheet of the assignments and grades will also be posted up in class. Grades should be checked on a regular basis by students and parents.
Contacting the teacher: Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I can be reached via email at: adsouza@tvusd.k12.ca.us
____________________________________________________________________

LAB DONATIONS
Lab donations are completely voluntary, but are truly appreciated! We use the donations to cover the cost of some of the labs we do to make science a fun and educational experience. These labs include, but are not limited to: the s’more and ice cream making lab, bottle rockets, and the water balloon launching lab. 
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

___ I wish to donate money at this time. 
___ I do not wish to donate money at this time  

PARENT SIGNATURE
I have read the parent letter and the class syllabus and understand what is expected of my child. I agree to help my child do his/her best.
Parent/ Guardian Signature                                     Print name
_________________________                       ___________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE
I have read the class syllabus and understand the responsibilities I have as a student. I agree to follow the rules and do my best.
Student Signature                                                             Print name
_________________________                           ____________________________

