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August  2018
Dear Parents/Guardians,  

          I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to 7th grade Science at Margarita Middle School.  I am looking forward to the 2018-2019 school year and meeting you soon.  This year, our class will do many exciting and challenging hands-on activities, as well as build on academic basics.  We will focus on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) integrated model.  Topics will include Biology, Earth Science and Physical Sciences with real world application. You can access the standards online at https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/ngssstandards.asp and selecting the proper grade level.

Behavior
 
Every student in this class has a right to learn and is expected to be part of the classroom community.  If we all work together and follow our classroom rule we will have a very successful year.  YOU CAN DO ANYTHING THAT WILL POSITIVELY AFFECT THE LEARNING IN THIS CLASSROOM.  This one rule can be applied in many different ways.  For example:  

· Be Prepared—be in your assigned seat when the tardy bell rings with your materials, attitude and attention ready to learn.

· Be Respectful—No put-downs (no shut-up or name-calling).

· Be Responsible—do not disrupt the learning process of others.

Assignments
Students should write down the daily assignment and homework every day at the beginning of class in their daily planners.  I also post homework, test dates and upcoming projects on my webpage.  I encourage you and your student to check out the school’s website, http://mms.tvusd.k12.ca.us, and become familiar with my webpage. 

Make-up Assignments/Additional Help

Your student may come in any time before or after school for help if I am available.  I will be available Wednesdays after school from 2:45-3:15.  During this time students can ask questions, receive additional help or take a test/quiz that was missed.  Tests/quizzes/labs must be made up the following Wednesday from the absence.
Grades














Grades are posted every week in the classroom and school website using their school ID number.  A student may request a grade printout before or after school.  We will write test grades in the daily planner (I usually do not send home the test unless requested).  The planner is a great method to communicate with one another.

Your grade will be determined by the following criteria:

Class Work & Homework 

10%

Assessments



90%

(Assessments include quizzes, tests, labs, projects, etc.)

* Students are allowed to retake tests but the highest grade they can earn is a B (85%).  The retake score is the new score, even if it is lower than the original score.  Retakes must be done within two weeks of the test and usually a study guide or pretest is required to show that they have prepared for the retest.

Homework is part of your work habits grade and is an essential tool to help you be prepared for class discussions, class work, labs, quizzes and tests.  

Late work will only be accepted until the day of the chapter test for reduced credit.  

Inappropriate behavior during a lab can result in the lowering of a lab grade or other disciplinary consequences.  

Students will have very few opportunities to do extra credit throughout the year. My philosophy is that the energy a student would put into an extra credit project should be geared toward the assigned class work.  Extra credit can only increase your academic grade by 1%.  

Supplies (recommended list)



Wish List for our class:
Small binder (1/2” or 1”)




Kleenex boxes

Pencils/erasers





Ream of copy paper

Pencil sharpener or replacement lead


Disinfecting wipes (ex. Lysol)

Colored pencils







Red pen for correcting




(Or any recommended supply

Binder paper






that could be donated to a

Glue stick






student in need)

Scissors 
We are both here to learn and teach one another.  Let’s make this a successful year for both of us (  Feel free to contact me with any questions that may arise during our year together via e-mail at csproul@tvusd.k12.ca.us or by calling the school at (951) 695-7370, ext. 4036.

Mrs. Sproul

Science---Rm. 36

7th Grade Science—Mrs. Sproul

Signing this form means you read and understood the rules and policies for our class.  
Please read and sign the safety contract on the back of this sheet also.

Last Name: __________________
     First Name: ____________________

Science Period: ____
Student Signature: __________________________
Parent Name (printed): _________________________________________
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________
E-mail/contact number if different from Infinite Campus: _________________________
****************************************************************************************************
Lab Donations:  This class will incorporate many fun labs/activities throughout the year to assist in your student’s learning.  Any small lab donation is greatly appreciated. 


I wish to help with lab materials in the amount of:


____$5
____$10
____$15
____other



I do not wish to help with lab materials at this time.

****************************************************************************************************

Volunteering: Please let me know if you would like to be contacted to volunteer on a lab day.  Experience is not necessary but if you have any skills or knowledge about one of our topics, please explain in the comment section.



Yes, I would like to be contacted.

****************************************************************************************************

Additional comments/notes:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Donation Rcvd—Cash or Check  (check#_____)	Amount ____________





Donation not rcvd but indicated above—Student initials _________








