Chapter Eighteen

· Victor procrastinates. 

· Finally he decides to go off to England to work on his project. 

· Before he goes, his father notices that Victor seems pretty upset. Only he thinks it’s because Victor doesn’t want to marry his hot sister Elizabeth anymore. In Victor’s defense, she is adopted. 

· No, Victor is down for the marriage. But first he’s gotta make a second monster. 

· Victor arranges with his father to leave for two years. Henry goes with him. Uh-oh.

Chapter Nineteen

· Victor can’t really work with Henry and the monster breathing down his neck, so he leaves Henry with an acquaintance in Scotland. 

· Victor then rushes off to Orkneys, where he can work on his lady monster in solitude. 

· Still, this guy has a tough time getting himself to work. He worries that he might just be making another destructive monster who wants to kill even more people. 

· Victor spends all his time alone with his half-finished monster and a guilty conscience. We still don’t know where he gets the body parts and stuff to make the second creation.

Chapter Twenty

· All Victor really does is work in his little, abandoned shack. He has all the time in the world to think. 

· He has the sudden realization that the new monster will have free will. This complicates things. Even if monster #1 agrees to be peaceful, monster #2 might be furiously angry at being made so hideous. She might hate monster #1. Mrs. Monster might very well go on a killing rampage, and then whose fault would that be? It would be Victor’s. At least he thinks so. 

· AND what if they had monster babies? The thought is too terrible for Victor to even consider. 

· In the middle of his work, with the monster watching through the window, Victor destroys everything. He thinks he’s done a good thing. Maybe he has. But he has broken his promise. 

· The monster vows to exact revenge on Victor, promising in a very scary way to be with him on his wedding night. 

· Unfortunately, one of Victor’s main flaws is his obsession with himself. He assumes that the monster intends to kill him on his wedding night, ignoring the much more obvious threat to Elizabeth, despite the fact that the monster has made a habit of killing people Victor loves. 

· We call this frustrating. English majors calls it "dramatic irony." 

· The next night, Victor gets a letter from Henry. It basically says, "What’s taking so long? Let’s go already." 

· Victor rows out into the ocean, taking the she-monster remains with him and dumping them into the water. 

· After deciding NOT to perish at sea, Victor lands in a nearby town, where instead of being treated hospitably, the people 

accuse him of committing a murder that happened there the night before. This is fitting, since he did sort of just commit a murder. And dump the body into the water.
 Chapter Twenty-One

· So, things get worse from there. The town magistrate, Mr. Kirwin, makes Victor look at the body to see if he has some reaction to it. 

· Very sadly, the dead guy is Henry. So Victor is accused of murdering Henry, who really got murdered because Victor destroyed the monster’s potential wife. 

· We also almost forgot how attractive Henry is. So Shelley reminds us. 

· Victor falls ill and stays that way for two months. 

· Recovered, he finds himself in prison. Not the best way to wake up from a feverish illness. 

· Mr. Kirwin is now inexplicably more compassionate towards Victor than before his illness. 

· Further, to Victor’s surprise, his father comes to see him. 

· The court ends up finding Victor innocent of Henry’s death. Something about circumstantial evidence and shameless authorial manipulation of the plot. 

· The point is, he can now return to Geneva with his father. 
Chapter Twenty-Two

· Victor stops to rest in Paris and recover his strength. 

· He gets a letter from Elizabeth, asking him if he is in love with someone else. Nope, not the last time he checked. 

· He thinks about the monster’s threats, still so painfully oblivious to the monster’s true intent. He decides to get on with the marriage and fight the monster, win or lose, to be free of him one way or the other. 

· Back in Geneva, he tells Elizabeth that he has a terrible secret. He can’t tell her until after they are married. This is never a good sign. 

· Elizabeth, however, is unfazed. 

· So they get married and go off to a family cottage in pretty much the middle of nowhere.

Chapter Twenty-Three

· The newlyweds go for a walk around at their cottage. Only Victor has more than wedding night jitters. He is just oozing fear about the monster’s arrival. 

· Inside the cottage, he sends Elizabeth to bed so he can search the house for the monster. This is not how a wedding night is supposed to go down. 

· Big mistake. He hears Elizabeth scream. It suddenly hits Victor what we’ve all know for chapters now: the monster didn’t want to kill him. He wanted, and got, Elizabeth. 

· The body count has now reached four. 

· Poor Victor really hates himself at this point. He goes home to Geneva to tell his father the sad news, and the man drops dead from grief. 

· The body count has now reached five. 

· Victor is alone and miserable. Just like the monster he created. 

· He goes to a magistrate to try and tell him about the monster and Elizabeth’s death, but the magistrate doesn’t believe him. 

· Since Victor has nothing left to live for, he decides to spend the rest of his life hunting down the monster and attempting to kill him. 

Chapter Twenty-Four

· The Great Pursuit begins. The monster leaves a trail of clues for Victor to follow, but never allows his creator to get close enough to catch him. 

· During his chase, Victor meets Walton. We’re back to the story in a story now, where Victor is on the boat with that sensitive, superior guy who writes letters to his sister. Remember? 

· Victor asks Walton to keep up after the monster after Victor dies. 

· After that, Victor’s narrative ends. 

· Walton, for some bizarre reason, believes all of Victor’s lunatic ravings. He wishes he had known Victor when he was normal, too, because he thinks he would have made a good friend. 

· The crew asks Walton if they can head home already, because with the sub-zero temperatures and the stuck-in-the-ice situation, morale has gotten unbearably low. 

· Victor berates them for giving up, and they are momentarily moved to agree with him. 

· But two days later, they ask again, and Walton is all "Fine. We can go home." 

· When the ship is about to return to England, Victor dies. Just like that. 

· A few days pass. 

· Walton hears strange noises coming from the room where Victor’s body is. He finds the monster crying over Victor’s body. Exclamation point. 

· Walton is surprised. The monster is still ugly, especially when he’s crying.

· Walton’s pretty nice to the monster, though. 

· The monster concludes that now that his maker is dead, he has no more life purpose such as killing Victor’s friends or leaving Victor puzzling clues or stalking Victor from afar. 

· Now that he has nothing left, the monster decides to build a funeral pyre for himself on a mountaintop and die. He leaves the ship and disappears into the dark. 

