Chapter Nine

· Victor continues to feel 1) stupid and 2) guilty. He mopes around, contemplating suicide. 

· His father takes the family to Belrive to try to put the past behind them. 

· Victor goes off by himself to the valley of Chamounix and feels momentary happiness due to how beautiful it is (again with the beautiful nature bit – pay attention), but the feeling passes.

Chapter Ten

· Victor feels awful. Then it rains. 

· He goes up to the top of Montanvert to see the views, since pretty things have a way of cheering him up. 

· Instead he sees the monster. 

· Victor threatens to essentially beat the crap out of the monster, but the monster looks like The Rock. 

· The monster, despite everything, invites Victor to come to a cave to talk with him by a fire. FIRE. Look out for that Prometheus reference. 

· The monster talks eloquently, so Victor consents to listen to the his life story. We know what you’re thinking. Uh-oh – are we in for another "Chapter One: I am Born?" No. This guy is a lot more interesting than Victor.

Chapter Eleven

· The monster relates how he slowly learned about the world through his senses. He also discovered both the benefits of fire (warmth) and its drawbacks (that burning sensation). 

· Begin use of historical present. 

· At first, the monster attempts to get food by going into a hut, but the inhabitants scream in fear and run out. The same thing happens to him every time he goes into a village, or actually, any dwelling of people anywhere. 

· The monster realizes that everyone is prejudiced against him because he is ugly. 

· Finally, he finds a small hovel near a cottage and settles in there, watching the family, which consists of a blind old man, and two younger people.

Chapter Twelve

· The monster stays in the hovel all winter. He kind of grows fond of the family he is watching. In fact, he really cares about them. 

· At first, he steals food from them, but when he realizes they are poor, he stops and finds food in the woods instead. He also does work at night, like clearing snow or gathering them firewood, just to help them out. 

· Why? Because he’s a genuine, nice guy. Seriously. The monster is one of the kindest, most helpful people we see in this book. 

· He learns that the two younger people are named Felix and Agatha. The monster also realizes they can talk, and he listens to them until he learns their language. 

· The monster thinks they are beautiful, and he gets really upset when he looks at his reflection in a pond and remembers how hideous he is. Poor guy. It’s really not his fault he’s ugly. 

· He feels increasingly isolated, especially when he sees that everyone around him seems to have someone. 

Chapter Thirteen

· Because the monster is all sensitive and stuff, he starts to realize that Felix is totally sad, too. 

· Soon, a hot, foreign woman arrives at the cottage. Felix perks up. So does everyone else. 

· The woman, Safie, doesn’t speak the language that the rest of the cottage people do, so they teach it to her. The monster eagerly eavesdrops on her lessons and learns the language, too. He also learns to read. 

· He learns about history from the book Ruins of Empires that Felix uses to teach Safie. 

· The monster’s increasing literacy and knowledge is both good and bad; it brings him an understanding of the world he’s in, but it reminds him that he can’t really participate in the world. He’s ugly and different, and now he really knows it. And he’s alone, and he really knows that, too.

Chapter Fourteen

· The monster eavesdrops on the family all the time. Now that he understands what they’re saying, he puts together their story, which in many ways is like what has happened to Victor’s family. 

· Safie’s Turkish father was accused wrongly of a crime, much like Justine, and sentenced to death. Safie wanted to marry a European man because Turkish men treat women too much like property, a supposed product of them being Muslim, and her Christian mother taught her that that was a raw deal. Luckily, she met Felix when he was visiting her father in prison, and they fell in love. 

· Agatha, Felix, and the blind old man (named De Lacey) were at one time respected and rich Parisians. Felix plotted to help Safie’s father escape from prison, but he was discovered, and the family was exiled sans all their money. 

· Safie’s father tried to force her to move to Constantinople, but she escaped to Felix. 

· These stories give the monster hope that Felix and De Lacey will be compassionate towards him, since they too have suffered injustice. Not only is the monster kind, but he seems to have quite a sophisticated understanding of the human psyche.

Chapter Fifteen

· (We are still inside the monster’s story to Victor.) 

· The monster finds books and clothes in the woods one night while he is foraging for food. The most important book for him is Paradise Lost, which the monster mistakenly reads as history instead of fiction. How would he know? He sympathizes with Satan’s character. Interesting. 

· Since the monster can read, he also finds some of Victor’s journal entries in the pockets of the clothes he initially took from Victor. He discovers that Victor was totally grossed out by him and hated that he had brought the monster to life. This stings considerably. 

· The monster decides that his last hope for social acceptance lies with the cottagers. Since De Lacey is blind and the younger people often leave him alone during the day, the monster hopes that he can gain De Lacey’s trust and acceptance and in turn be trusted by Felix, Agatha, and Safie. 

· Soon, the monster gets his opportunity. He approaches De Lacey, who is kind and cordial to him. As bad luck would have it, the others return too soon, and Felix drives the monster away. 

· When the monster comes back, the family has moved out. 

Chapter Sixteen

· Seeing as everyone hates him for no fair reason, the monster swears revenge on all people, particularly that jerk who created him only to live miserably, ugly, and alone. 

· Still, he shows his compassion by rescuing a little girl who slips into a stream and almost drowns. He’s a hero, see? 

· But when the man accompanying the girl sees the rescue, he assumes the monster is attacking the girl and shoots him. Not the nicest way to say "thank you." 

· The monster hides out in the woods, nursing his wounded shoulder. Things are not going so well for him. 

· In another occurrence of astounding coincidence, the monster makes it to Geneva and runs into William Frankenstein, Victor’s younger brother. 

· Apparently shallowness runs in the family, because William reacts much the same way Victor did, calling the monster ugly and wretched. 

· The monster is about to let this go when William threatens that his father is Alphonse Frankenstein. Bad call. Enraged upon realizing that William is related to his creator, the monster strangles him with his bare hands. 

· Afterwards, he takes the picture of Caroline from William’s dead hands and puts it in Justine’s pocket. We told you he was clever. 

· It is after this explanation that the monster asks for Victor to help him out by creating for him a mate so he won’t be alone. 

· We probably would have buttered up Victor differently than confessing to murdering his brother. Just a thought

Chapter Seventeen

· Victor refuses the monster’s request. 

· The monster’s pretty smart though, and he changes tactics by saying that Victor owes him a mate. It is his duty as creator. (Think God, Adam, and Eve.) He says it will make him less evil because it is loneliness that has made him such a grumpy jerk/murderer. 

· The monster promises to take his new mate to a South American jungle and hide away from people for the rest of their lives. Sounds fair. 

· Victor bends like a wet noodle. He agrees, convinced by the monster’s smooth rhetoric. The monster is thrilled. He’s going to have his own girlfriend. 

· Still, he doesn’t exactly trust Victor-the-Dead-Beat-Dad. So he vows to follow Victor to check in on his progress. He says he’ll know when the work is done, which is just a little creepy and ominous. 

