The Metamorphosis 

Study Questions

Day 1 

Pages 1-10

1. What is Gregor Samsa’s #1 concern when he wakes up in the morning?  Why is this strange?

2. Give seven reasons why Gregor doesn’t like his job.

3. Where does Gregor live?  How is this similar to Kafka’s life?

4. What, so far, is the only thing that has remained human about Gregor?

5. How do Gregor’s parents treat the manager?  Compare this with how they treat Gregor.

6. What is Gregor’s sister initial reaction to his metamorphosis?  Why is Gregor bothered by this?

Day 2

Pages 11-20

1. How is Gregor treated by the manager?  

2. What do Gregor’s parents and manager say about his voice?  Read the explanatory notes on page 79 and make the comparison.

3. How does Gregor get out of his room?  What grotesque thing happens while he works on this event?

4. Detail the reactions of the people who see him when he comes out of his room.

5. Why might the manager’s reaction be “fun” for Gregor?

6. Summarize Gregor’s priorities in Chapter 1?  What is most important to him?  What does this say about his life before the metamorphosis?

7. How is Gregor treated by his father and what physical injury does he suffer?

Day 3 

Pages 21-39

1. Describe how Gregor’s change is an ongoing process?  What is continuing to change in his life?

2. Who takes the job of caring for Gregor?  What does she do for him?

3. Describe the financial crisis that the Samsa family faces?  List the reasons on pages 28-29 Gregor gives for why his family can’t work.  How would you describe his family? 

4.  How is Gregor still accommodating for his family despite his unfortunate situation?

5. What does the removal of his furniture symbolize for Gregor?  Why does he break out?

6. Read the note about the picture on his wall on page 69-71, and page 88 and explain why he chooses to protect that item?  What significance does it have in Samsa’s life?

7. How has Gregor’s father gone through a metamorphosis of his own?

8. Explain the symbolic significance of Gregor’s father’s choice of weapon at the end of Chapter 2.  Read pages 89-90 for help.

Day 4

Pages 40-58
1. What metamorphosis has each individual of the family experienced?  Has Gregor’s negative change created positive or negative changes amongst his family members?  Explain.

2. Describe the relationship between the cleaning lady and Gregor.  What is odd about her?

3. How is Gregor treated by his family in Chapter 3?  How do they treat the roomers/tenants?  Why is this ironic? 

4. Why does Gregor come out of his room?  How do the roomers initially react to him?  What is strange about their reaction?

5. Write down three quotes from Gregor’s family that proves their metamorphosis in feelings about Gregor.

6.  What time does Gregor die?  What strange event occurs when he dies?  Read pages 98-99

7. Name a few causes of his death.

8. Is the family better off without Gregor?  Defend your opinion with three quotes.

9. Explain the abrupt ending.  Use pages 100-101 to help you.

