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66 CHAPTER 2

Stamp Act

The British government continued to search
for new ways to tax the American colonies,
further angering many colonists. For exam-
ple, Prime Minister Grenville proposed the
Stamp Actof 1765. This act required colonists
to pay for an official stamp, or seal, when they
bought paper items. The tax had to be paid
on legal documents, licenses, newspapers,
pamphlets, and even playing cards. Colonists
who refused to buy stamps could be fined or
sent to jail.

Grenville did not expect this tax to spark
protest. After all, in Britain people already
paid similar taxes. But colonists saw it differ-
ently. The Stamp Act was Parliament’s first
attempt to raise money by taxing the colo-
nists directly, rather than by taxing imported
goods.

Protests against the Stamp Act began
almost immediately. Colonists formed a
secret society called the Sons of Liberty. Sam-
uel Adams helped organize the group in Bos-
ton. This group sometimes used violence to
frighten tax collectors. Many colonial courts
shut down because people refused to buy the
stamps required for legal documents. Busi-
nesses openly ignored the law by refusing to
buy stamps.

In May 1765 a Virginia lawyer named
Patrick Henry presented a series of resolutions
to the Virginia House of Burgesses. These res-
olutions stated that the Stamp Act violated
colonists’ rights. In addition to taxation with-
out representation, the Stamp Act denied the
accused a trial by jury. Henry’s speech in sup-
port of the resolutions convinced the assem-
bly to support some of his ideas.

Repealing the Stamp Act

In Boston the members of the Massachusetts
legislature called for a Stamp Act Congress. In
October 1765, delegates from nine colonies
met in New York. They issued a declaration
that the Stamp Act was a violation of their
rights and liberties.

Pressure on Parliament to repeal, or do
away with, the Stamp Act grew quickly.
A group of London merchants complained
that their trade suffered from the colonial
boycott. Parliament repealed the Stamp Act
in 1766.

Members of Parliament were upset that
colonists had challenged their authority.
Thus, Parliament issued the Declaratory Act,
which stated that Parliament had the power
to make laws for the colonies “in all cases
whatsoever.” The Declaratory Act further
worried the colonists. The act stripped away
much of their independence.

Townshend Acts

In June 1767 Parliament passed the Town-
shend Acts. These acts placed duties on
glass, lead, paints, paper, and tea. To enforce
the Townshend Acts, British officials used
writs of assistance. These allowed tax collec-
tors to search for smuggled goods. Colonists
hated the new laws because they took power
away from colonial governments.

The colonists responded to the Town-
shend Acts by once again boycotting many
British goods. Women calling themselves the
Daughters of Liberty supported the boycott.
In February 1768 Samuel Adams wrote a letter
arguing that the laws violated the legal rights
of the colonists. The Massachusetts legislature
sent the letter to other colonies’ legislatures,
who voted to join the protest.

At the same time, tax collectors in Massa-
chusetts seized the ship Liberty on suspicion
of smuggling. This action angered the ship’s
owner and the Sons of Liberty. They attacked
the houses of customs officials in protest. In
response, the governor broke up the Mas-
sachusetts legislature. He also asked troops
to restore order. British soldiers arrived in
Boston in October 1768.

.m Sequencing What series of

events |ed to the arrival of British troops in Boston
in 17687
























