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The Future of Freedom    Fareed Zakaria
Introduction
1. “Democracy has gone from being a form of government to a way of life.”  How does Zakaria support this statement?

2. According to Zakaria, what is the difference between constitutional liberalism and democracy?

Chapter 1
3. What does Zakaria identify as sources of liberty in the West?

4. What role does culture have on liberal democratic development?

Chapter 2
5. What connection does Zakaria draw between wealth and liberty?

6. How does Zakaria apply his thesis to Mexico and China?

Chapter 3
7. What does Zakaria say about the prospects for democracy in India and Russia?

Chapter 4
8. According to Zakaria, what explains the stark contrast between the Middle East’s authoritarianism and the rest of the world’s move towards freedom and democracy?

Chapter 5
9. In explaining the decline of American democracy, at what does Zakaria point his finger? Explain.

10. Explain what Zakaria means by the name of the chapter entitled “Too Much of A Good Thing”

Chapter 6
11. What does Zakaria conclude is ‘the way out” of our predicament?

Afterward
12. What is Zakaria’s appraisal for democracy’s chance for success in Iraq?  
Now that the US has practically pulled out Do you agree with it? Explain using recent events including events that have occurred since the book was published.



Democracy Readings From Foreign Affairs Magazine
DEMOCRACY WITHOUT AMERICA      
[Michael Mandelbaum]
1. What elements of a free market does Mandelbaum believe contribute to building a democracy? Explain why these elements are important.
2. Briefly describe the 3 reasons Mandelbaum believes Arab countries are unlikely candidates for democracy?

3. Why is Mandelbaum optimistic about democracy’s chances in Russia?

4. What is holding up democracy in China if China has achieved Mandelbaum’s requirement for economic growth?

THE DEMOCRATIC ROLLBACK

[Larry Diamond]
1. What is meant by the “fallacy of electoralism.” In what way does Diamond suggest that the US and the West have become its victim?

2. Identify empirical evidence that popular support for democracy is declining

3. Explain why Diamond rejects Mandelbaum’s “economic growth first” argument? How does his case study prove his point?

4. Explain how certain characteristics of at-risk democracies jeopardize democratic progress. Be specific as to those characteristics
5. According to Prof. Diamond, what is do emerging democratic regimes need to ensure a healthy vital democracy?
