¡Bienvenidos al nuevo año y a la clase de Sra. Michalk-Wood!

Spanish III is a communicative advanced level Spanish course.  Students will continue to develop their Spanish proficiency through extensive interaction in the target language.

Through videos, students see and hear native speakers in authentic locations around the Spanish-speaking world.  There are also numerous audio clips that reinforce the language taught through the video segments.  Each unit also includes a variety of interactive activities, cultural notes, and cultural interviews.  The activities will help build competency in each of the four language skills – listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The quizzes and final in this course are based on the notes, videos, and activities.  

Another key component of Spanish III is assessment through project based learning.  Every student will complete several projects during this course.  These projects will allow students to demonstrate their mastery of the Spanish language concepts taught in this course, as well as the cultural concepts, in a modality that is appropriate for their unique learning style.

REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR CLASS

Students will need the following materials in order to be successful in class:

· 1 Composition Notebook, for a journal
· Separate binder for Spanish only

· Highlighters, at least 3 different colors

· Colored pencils and/or markers

· Pen and/or pencil, absolutely NO Red, Pink or Purple
· College Ruled filler paper
· Ruler
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will be able to:

· See and hear Spanish spoken by native speakers in a variety of natural language settings.

· Practice listening to, reading, speaking, and writing Spanish.

· Begin to develop their ability to communicate effectively and express themselves with confidence in Spanish.

· Have the opportunity to enhance their awareness of, and appreciation for, the diversity of the Spanish-speaking world.

· Gain cultural knowledge about various Spanish-speaking countries.

COURSE TOPICS

Students will develop an understanding of:

	· Accomplishments

· Artistic and Personal Expression

· Health and Exercise

· Interpersonal Relationships

· The World of Work
	· The Future
· Interpreting the Past

· Encounters between Cultures

· Protecting the Environment

· Rights and Responsibilities


Expectations:
1. ME RESPETA A MI Y YO TE RESPETO A TI.
Respect fellow students, teachers, school personnel, and property.

2. SÉ POSITIVO
Be positive! Learning a language can be frustrating at times, but if you keep at it you will succeed!

3. PARTICIPA EN CLASE
Participate in class. Speak Spanish, pay attention and stay on task.

4. SÉ PREPARADO
Be prepared for each day and be ready to learn. (See homework policies.) Follow school policies: cell phones, iPods, and all other electronic devices should be turned off at all times during class. If out, they will be taken and given to the Vice Principal.  Leave profanity outside of the classroom. Be in your seat ready to go when the bell rings, not walking through the door, or you will receive a tardy. 
Evaluation:

	A+ = 98-100

A = 93-97

A- = 90-92

B+ = 87-89

B = 83-86

B- = 80-82

C+ = 77-79

C = 73-76

C- = 70-72

D+ = 67-69

D = 63-66

D- = 60-62

F = 59 or below


	*Percentages may be rounded up,

I grade on a weighted system.

Daily journals: 10%

Classwork: 20%

Homework: 20%

Tests and Quizzes: 30%

Projects and Presentations: 20%

Typical point values per assessment item are as follows:

Daily Journal: 5 points/daily

Homework: 10-50 points

Classwork: 5-75 points

Quizzes: 20-100 points

Chapter Exams:  up to 200 points

Semester Finals: up to 400 points


In-class assignments:

Every day in class, you will be expected to complete various written assignments and audio activities. These assignments allow students to practice new grammatical structures and also give them the opportunity to hear native speakers from different countries speak Spanish.  Cultural Notes are also due at the end of each unit. Class work assignments will be collected at the end of every week, so as to save on paper and so that the teacher may review and assess your performance. Please be sure that you turn them all in together.  Every assignment must be titled with the Activity number and page number.  Failure to do so will result in a loss of points.  Any assignment written with RED, PINK, or PURPLE pen or pencil will also receive a ZERO.  This applies to homework assignments also. Any late work that is submitted will be graded when the teacher is able to get to it, work submitted on time will be promptly graded at the end of each week.

If you find that you have a Zero, please check the Wall of Shame (no names) first before coming to see me about it.  Students and parents are highly encouraged to monitor the students’ progress via School Loop/ABI.  If you do not have a School Loop account, please see the ladies in the front office.

Homework:

Homework will be assigned daily and should be neatly and thoughtfully completed by the beginning of the next class period. Homework must be submitted when it is due. Students will ONLY be awarded points for homework that is entirely complete. This is to ensure that the student attempts all assignments to the best of his/her ability and seeks out help as needed. I may be available for help before and after school, and during lunch, unless I have meetings scheduled. In addition to the daily written homework, students at this level are expected to spend an additional 15-20 minutes per night studying vocabulary and grammar via notes, flashcards, podcasts, iPod flashcards, etc.  Copying of another student’s assignments will result in a zero for both students.
Formal Assessment:

Exams, quizzes, projects, presentations, etc will always be announced ahead of time.

Quizzes:

Quizzes are given about once a week, and usually cover one section or concept of the chapter.
Exams:

Exams are every 2-4 weeks (at the conclusion of each chapter). It is recommended that you study the material thoroughly.  Study guides will be due the day of the test.  If you are absent on the day of assessment, the make-up policy is the same as the policy for making up homework. After you return to school from your excused absence(s), you have twice the number of days you were absent to make-up the assessment. Students may make corrections on a chapter exam on which he/she received a “C” or less, by coming in at lunch or after school and may earn up to a 10% increase on the test score, or retake the test and get the average of the two scores. Students who desire to take a retest will make an appointment with me at lunch or after school to receive one-on-one tutoring in regards to the concepts on the test.  If this correction option is taken advantage of, it will no longer be available for students.  Students earning 80% or higher on an exam will not have this option, as they have passed the test at the required proficiency level.

Projects:


Projects should be examples of high quality student work. I expect 
students to be creative and spend a significant amount of time 
working on these projects. Some class time will be allotted for work 
time on these projects, but students will spend the majority of their 
time working on these projects at home. Long term enrichment projects 
may be assigned during the semester. 
Semester Final:

The semester final consists of an oral final and a written final. The oral final is a one-on-one interview with Sra. Madera (Michalk). You will be given a list of 20-40 questions to study beforehand. Five to ten questions will be drawn at random for you to answer. The written final consists of up to 200 multiple choice/fill in the blank questions, True/False questions, and several essay questions. 

Participation:

Daily Journals are included in participation.  Students will maintain a daily journal, or opener, which will be graded each quarter.  These are to stay in class at all times.  If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to write the date and “Absent” in their journal to be excused and not lose points.  Also, Spanish will be spoken in class. Participation points may be awarded daily/weekly and students will be expected to speak Spanish throughout the class. Participation includes demonstration of interest and a positive attitude through active participation in class activities, discussions, and pair/group activities.
Extra Credit:

Other than earning a few extra points on tests/quizzes, students may receive extra credit by turning in earned Bravo Bucks and/or Pato Pesos. Students will receive these rewards for various things: volunteering to do go over the daily journal with the class, demonstrating good citizenship, volunteering to be the leader in a group activity, volunteering to present his/her project first, actively singing/participating in class, etc. These may be turned in at any point throughout the year to be applied to class work, daily journals, or homework only.  Extra Credit will not be allowed towards Projects, Presentations, or Tests and Quizzes. Students will also receive a GREEN Feliz Cumpleaños sheet on their birthday, or if during the summer, on their half birthday.  The same rule applies to this as with the Bravo Bucks and Pato Pesos.  The Feliz Cumpleaños paper WILL NOT be replaced if lost or thrown away. Sra. Madera (Michalk) is also NOT responsible for your Bravo Bucks and Pato Pesos if you lose them. Please keep them in a safe place!  Three bathroom/hall passes will be given each quarter and may be turned in for extra credit if not used.

Academic honesty policy:

It is expected that YOU complete and turn-in your own original work at all times. All work submitted in this class is expected to be created solely by the student author. Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student caught cheating, or those who assisted the student caught cheating, will receive a grade of zero on the assignment and the parents and the principal will be notified of the offense. Students are not allowed to use translation devices (like Google translate), native speakers, tutors, or other students to assist them in writing their assignments or projects. There are dictionaries in the classroom to refer to as needed.  If you have questions in regard to this policy, please see me. If caught using any translation program while in class, your work will receive a Zero for a grade.  I do not want to know what the translation programs can tell you, I want to know what you know.
Progress reports will be sent home every two weeks to those students receiving a “D” or “F” in class. Parent/Teacher conferences will occur when students are in danger of failing.  Grades may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your School Loop username and password, or via ABI. Students who are missing work will be encouraged to come to Lunch Club on Tuesdays and Thursdays for extra help.  
Make-up work and long-term project policies:

Two days are given to make up work (including tests and quizzes) for each day with an excused absence. The student is responsible for checking the assignments calendar, making up the work missed, and getting notes from another classmate. This policy only applies to excused absences and ISS. Any student with an OSS and wanting credit for an assignment missed must turn in the assignment the same day they are suspended, or upon their immediate return. Every student is also responsible for getting the next day’s assignment on the day he/she is suspended.  Late work will be accepted ONLY ONE WEEK after the chapter test has been taken.
*Sra. Madera (Michalk) has the right to change or alter any of the above information as she sees fit to ensure that maximum learning and intellectual growth are taking place.

Teacher Contact Information

Melissa Michalk (Sra. Madera)

530-458-2156
Mmichalk@colusa.k12.ca.us
Dear Parents and Relatives, 

My name is Melissa Michalk (Sra. Madera) and I am excited to work with you and your students during the 2016-17 school year.  My goal for this year is to work with all of the students and to work with you, as a team, to help your student do their absolute best and to succeed.  The syllabus, given to your student today, illustrates my expectations of the students in my class.  I encourage you to contact me for any questions or problems you may have throughout the year.  You can leave a message for me and I will get back to you in the morning, during my prep, or after school.  I will also respond, within a reasonable amount of time, to each email I receive.  My email and phone number are located at the top of this page.  I will also do my best to notify you as soon as possible if I notice any drastic changes in your son/daughter.  I look forward to an exciting year working with you and your student.

Sincerely, 

Sra. Madera

Please sign and return the bottom portion of the class expectations by __________________

I have read and understand what is expected of me in this class.  I will do my best to follow the rules during the year.  I understand that if I choose not to follow the rules, there will be consequences for my actions.

____________________________
_______________________________
    

Student’s Name


Signature




Period____________

____________________________
_______________________________     

Parent/Guardian Name

Signature



  

Phone Number (____)____________

_________________________________________________________

Email address
