To Kill a Mockingbird Study Guide

Chapter 22

The Facts

1. What does Atticus find in the kitchen on the morning after the trail?

2. What is the feeling among the white neighbors (Maudie excluded) on Atticus’s defeat?

3. What has Dill decided to be when he grows up? Why?

4. What is Bob Ewell’s response to the verdict?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· Explain why “It’s not time to worry yet.”

· After commenting to Alexandra about his aunt’s alcoholism, Dill asks, “Tellin’ the truth’s not cynical, is it?” Well, is it? When might the truth appear cynical?

· What does Jem mean by his “caterpillar in the cocoon” image?

· How does Aunt Alexandra react to her brother’s defeat? What does it show you about her?
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Chapter 23 – complete sentences

The Facts

1. What are the children worried about at the beginning of Chapter 23?

2. Where is Tom Robison in this chapter?

3. How does Atticus define “trash”? How does Aunt Alexandra?

4. Why does Aunt Alexandra not want Walter Cunningham in the house, even though the Cunninghams are admittedly “good folks”?

5. List the categories in Jem’s social hierarchy- the four folds in the world. What kinds of folks are in Scout’s hierarch?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· What does Atticus expect Jem to learn if he “stand[s] in Bob Ewell’s shoes a minute”? Why is Bob Ewell so angry? After all, he won.

· Jem says we should do away with juries. Why? What alternative does Atticus suggest?

· Atticus shows prejudice in his discussion of women on juries. What stereotypes does he have of women? How do you feel about his lapse in Atticus’s usual reliance on pure reason?
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Chapter 24 complete sentences

The Facts

1. What does the “business” part of the Missionary Society consist of?

2. Why does Scout prefer the world of men to the world in which “fragrant ladies rocked slowly, fanned gently, and drank cool water”?

3. Who are the “hypocrites” Mrs. Merriiweather mentions? Why does she consider them hypocrites?

4. What news does Atticus bring to Aunt Alexandra, Maudie, and Scout?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· Explain the basic irony of the Missionary Society’s meeting for the betterment of conditions for “those poor Mrunas.”

· What irony is there in Mrs Merriweather’s insistence that Helen Robinson be forgiven?
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Chapter 25 - complete sentences

The Facts

1. What causes Scout to comment that Jem was acting more like a girl every day? What definition of “girl” does this imply?

2. How does Scout learn about Helen’s reaction to the news of her husband’s death?

3. Mr. Ewell said Tom’s death meant “one down and about two more to go.” What does he mean?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· What about the escape attempt does Maycomb think was “typical of a nigger”? List.

· What does Scout see clearly for the first time when she reads Underwood’s claim that Tom’s death was “senseless killing”? What had she thought prior to reading the editorial?
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Chapter 26 – Complete Sentences

The Facts

1. Although she thought it had escaped his notice, Scout learns in this chapter that Atticus has known of one of her “crimes” for a long time. Which one?

2. What strikes you as important about Miss Gates’s lesson in democracy?

3. What has Scout overheard that confuses her about Miss Gates view of Hitler?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· What is odd about the question, “What reasonable recluse wants children peeping through his shutters”? Why do you think Lee chose the word reasonable?

· Who is Hitler? Why is he in here? (What was going on in Germany in 1935?)

NAME:


PERIOD:

To Kill a Mockingbird Study Guide

Chapter 27 – Complete Sentences

The Facts

1. Who does Bob Ewell blame for his loss of the WPA job?

2. What happened at Judge Taylor’s house?

3.  What two services does Link Deas perform for Helen Robinson because he  “felt right bad about the way things turned out”?

4. What event has been added to the fall social calendar in Maycomb?

5. What is Scout’s Halloween costume? What are its chief drawbacks?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· What does Aunt Alexandra mean when she says, “Somebody just walked over my grave”? Why is this included? (There are two reasons. One is related to plot and one to theme)

· Reread the last sentence of the chapter. What other long journey have the two children taken together? How might their definition of a long journey have changed since Chapter 1?
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Chapter 28 Complete Sentences

The Facts

1. Who scares the Finch children on the way to the pageant?

2. How does Scout’s performance go?

3. What is the first clue the children have that they are not alone on their walk home?

4. Who are the “four people under the tree”?

5. How does Jem get home?

6. What question does Scout ask again and again?

7. Who is the children’s attacker? How did he die?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· Jem “gallantly” walks Scout to the pageant, carrying her costume. As they walk across the schoolyard, they discuss Boo and comment that “Haints, Hot Steams…vanish with our years” Above them a mocking-bird sings. What is the effect of all these details on the reader?
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Chapter 29 – Complete Sentences

The Facts

1. What unexpected advantage did the ham outfit supply?

2. What does Boo really look like?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· What character traits does Aunt Alexandra show in reaction to the crisis? List proof for each one

· Do the same for Heck Tate.
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Chapter 30

The Facts

1. Who killed Bob Ewell? (Be careful with this one.)

2. What was the murder weapon?

3. What does the switchblade Heck Tate uses for demonstration have to do with all this?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· In the courts of the chapter, what does Scout do ( in true ladylike fashion) to make Boo feel less uncomfortable? (List three or more things.)

· What does Atticus think happened out there in the dark? What does he think Heck Tate is trying to do in claiming Ewell fell on his knife? What is Heck really trying to do with his lie?
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Chapter 31

The Facts

1. Describe the manner in which Scout walks Boo home.

2. What do you learn about the plot of The Gray Ghost?

Focus on thinking

Answer the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

· Analyze the following; a) Boo: “ ‘ Will you take me home’ he almost whispered it, in the voice of a child afraid of the dark.” B) Scout: “I would lead him through our house, but I would never lead him home.” Use all your skills as a good reader, as well as your knowledge of prior events.

· Scout says, further, that “we had given him nothing.” Why is she wrong?

· Why does Lee have Scout comment on the view from Boo’s porch? What threads does it tie together? How does the point of view change during her fantasy description of Boo’s view?

· Why do you think Scout never saw Boo again? Would it have been a better ending if she had become his friend?

