Chapter Five – Beast from Water

Vocabulary

Decorum – proper behavior

Derisive – scornful

Discursive – rambling

Effigy – a likeness

Incantation – chanting

Lamentably – woefully

Ludicrous – ridiculous

Perilous – dangerous

Rendered – made

Sough – moaning; sighing

1. How has Ralph changed?

2. In this assembly, Ralph acts like the leader he is.  What are some of his concerns that he brings up, and how do the boys react?

3. How does Jack deal with the fear?

4. What does Piggy represent in his speech at the assembly?

5. The second littlun, Percival, has lost his connection to the previous world.  What does his fear precipitate?

6. What theme does Simon express at the meeting?  What is the reaction?

7. The meeting breaks down in confusion and fear.  Jack defies the rules and starts talking without having the conch.  When Ralph shouts to Jack, “You’re breaking the rules,” Jack responds, “Who cares?”  What is Ralph’s response?

8. What does Ralph mean by that comment and why is it significant?

9. What is Ralph’s dilemma?

10. Why does Piggy desperately want Ralph to stay on as chief?

11. Find an example of irony dealing with adults in this section.

12. In what sense are Ralph, Piggy, and Simon in conflict with the rest of the boys?

Chapter Six – Beast from Air

Vocabulary

Chasms – marked divisions, separations, or differences

Emphatic – forceful; emphasized

Guano – seabird droppings

Interminable – endless

Leviathan – a giant creature

Mutinously – rebelliously

Plinth – a square rock serving as a base

Tremulously – trembling

1. What is the beast from the air?

2. What has Ralph fixed his mind on, that the others seem to think of very little?  Why do they not seem to share his concern?

3. Why is exploring the castle-like rock formation a scary proposition, and who does it?  What is Simon’s function here?

4. Why does Ralph go first?

5. Ralph insists they check the mountaintop for the beast and relight the fire.  What is it that the other boys want to do?

6. Everyone wants to be rescued, so why do the other boys not work harder at it?

Chapter Seven – Shadows and Tall Trees

Vocabulary

Bravado – a false show of bravery

Brine – saltwater

Coverts – thickets

Dun – drab, dull

Impervious – incapable of being disturbed or affected

Traverses – crossings

1. What is Ralph’s opinion of his appearance as the chapter begins?  What does his feeling indicate?

2. Simon says twice to Ralph, “You’ll get back all right.”  Is there a reason he singles Ralph out, rather than saying:  “We’ll get back all right”?

3. At this point, what contrast is presented by Ralph’s daydream?

4. How does Ralph get caught up in the irrational lust to injure and kill?

5. Why is it especially horrific and savage when Robert says, “You want a real pig… because you’ve got to kill him” and Jack replies, “Use a littlun”?

6. Later, Ralph asks Jack why Jack hates him.  What answer does Jack give?  How do the other boys react?

7. How does Chapter Seven end?

8. Why do you suppose Golding lets the reader know at the outset that it is the pilot and his parachute, not a beast, that the boys find?  Would there not have been greater suspense if the reader knew no more than the boys?

Chapter Eight – Gift for the Darkness

Vocabulary

Demure – reserved; modest

Fervor – dedicated energy

Palled – no longer inspired interest

Rebuke – to scold

Vexed – troubled

1. How does Jack view the hunters?  How does Ralph view them?

2. Several pages into this chapter, why does Jack leave the group?

3. Given the situation, what idea does Simon put forth, and what simple idea does Piggy have?

4. Why do most of the bigger boys go off with Jack?

5. What is significant in the following quotation:  “The skirts of the forest and the scar were familiar, near the conch and the shelters…”?

6. The author says, “They [the hunters] agreed passionately out of the depths of their tormented private lives.”  Why do you suppose Golding uses the words “tormented” and “private” to describe them?

7. What is Jack’s plan to get more of the bigger boys from Ralph’s camp?  What does he plan for the beast?

8. What effect does the pig hunt, the kill, and its aftermath have on Jack and the hunters?

9. For what expressed purpose does Jack say, “Sharpen a stick at both ends”?

10. Where is Simon?

11. After getting over the initial scare, how do most of the boys feel about the raid by the hunters?

12. What indication is there that the savages have begun to respect and fear their new boss?

13. Ralph asks Piggy why everything broke up, and Piggy says it is Jack’s fault.  What is it, though, that the pig’s head tells Simon is the reason that “it’s no go.  Why things are what they are?”  Interpret the conversation between the Lord of the Flies and Simon.

