Lord of the Flies

Chapter One – The Sound of the Shell

Vocabulary

Altered - changed

Apprehension - suspicion; fear

Askew - out of line

Bastion - the projecting part of a fortification

Clambering - awkwardly climbing

Decorous - proper

Efflorescence - blossoming

Effulgence - brilliance

Enmity - ill will

Fledged - covered

Foliage - leaves and brush

Furtive - stealthy

Gorging - greedily eating

Hiatus - a hesitation or gap

Incredulous - set between

Irrelevance - utter unimportance

Lodgment - a place

Loitered - lingered

Lolled - dropped

Motif - recurring element

Multitude - a great number

Pallidly - dully

Pallor - paleness

Pliant -flexible

Proffer - offer

Ranged - set in a row

Specious - deceptive; false

Speculated - wondered

Strident - loud; harsh

Surmounted - topped

Swathing - enveloping

1. What is the fair boy’s attitude when he realizes that there may be no grown-ups on the island?

2. How did the boys come to be on this island?

3. Ralph, the fair boy, seems to delight in being on the island, and he swims and plays in the lagoon.  What seems to be the concern of the other boy?

4. Why does Ralph’s talk of rescue sound naïve or innocent?

5. Describe the other boy, Piggy.

6. What do they spot in the sand, and what is the first reaction of the boys?

7. In what sense do Ralph and Piggy make one whole boy while dealing with the conch?

8. Who are the boys that appear out of the jungle, and what do they do?

9. Who is Merridew, and what is our first impression of him?

10.  When Jack Merridew finds out that there are no adults on the island, why does he    reject the name Jack?

11. How can we see that Jack is used to commanding?

12.   How do we know that Piggy’s place in this island society is going to be similar to his status in England?  What do you suppose his situation was there?

13. Although Piggy seemed to be the smartest, and Jack is an obvious leader, why is Ralph elected chief?

14. In what two ways does Ralph disappoint Piggy?

15. What do the boys determine at the top of the mountain?  How do they seem to feel about this?

16. What is the first act of willful destruction?  What is their reaction?

17. Jack wants his choir to be the hunters, but he fails to kill the piglet.  Why?

18. What implied vow does he make?

19. At this point, what is the relationship between Ralph and Jack?

20. The island is described as being “roughly boat shaped.”  What does this image bring to mind regarding the boys?

Chapter Two – Fire on the Mountain

Vocabulary
Assented - consented

Borne - held aloft

Confirmation - agreement

Ebullience - enthusiasm; liveliness

Errant - aimless

Festooned - decorated

Fluently - easily; fluidly

Gesticulated - gestured

Induced - persuaded

Martyred - self-sacrificing

Officious - meddlesome

Quota - proportional part

Recrimination - an accusation in response to another accusation

Tumult - commotion

1. What function has the clearing by the lagoon, described as a platform, seem to have assumed?

2. How does the conch become the visible symbol of authority?

3. What are Jack’s feelings about rules?

4. With its benign climate, fresh water, and abundant fruit, this place could seem to be a Garden of Eden until the little boy comes forward.  What element does he introduce?  How does he describe it?  How does the descriptive phrase, “the small boy twisted further into himself” hint at a theme?

5. What does Piggy reluctantly contribute to the fire?

6. In what ways is Piggy the voice of reason?

7. On what ominous note does this chapter end?

Chapter Three – Huts on the Beach

Vocabulary

Abyss - nothingness; a deep area

Antagonism - opposition

Avidly - eagerly; greedily

Clarity - clear understanding

Compulsion - deep impulse

Contrite - apologetic

Foundered - collapsed

Gaudy - showy; colorful

Inscrutable - not easily interpreted

Susurration - murmur

Tacit - unspoken but understood

Unheeding - ignoring

Vicissitudes - changing circumstances

1. Why is Ralph getting frustrated?

2. In addition to being a shelter from the weather, in what symbolic way does Ralph think that the shelters are important?

3. When Jack is hunting or talking about hunting, what kind of look does he have?  What does this seem to signify?

4. What is causing friction between Ralph and Jack?

5. What conclusion does Jack reach about the pig, and what plan does he formulate?  What confusion do Jack and Ralph have?

6. How does the narrator describe the relationship between Jack and Ralph?

7. Of Simon, Ralph says:  “He’s queer.  He’s funny.”  In what way is Simon different from the others?

8. What literary term is used in this quotation:  “They [Jack and Ralph] walked along, two continents of experience and feeling…”?

Chapter Four – Painted Faces and Long Hair

Vocabulary

Appalled – shocked; weakened

Belligerence – aggression

Blatant – obvious; glaring

Chastisement – scolding

Compelled – driven; forced

Detritus – debris, waste

Dispersing – breaking up; drifting in different directions

Dubious – doubtful

Gouts – gushes

Impalpable – unable to be touched

Incursion – a raid

Inevitably – predictably; unavoidably

Malevolently – spitefully

Myriad – uncountable number

Obscurely – vaguely

Omission – the condition of being left out

Opalescence – iridescence

Preposterous – contrary to reason

Ravenously – desperately; hungrily

1. Why do Roger and Maurice kick over the sand castles of the younger children?

2. Why does some sort of excuse come to Maurice’s mind?

3. What is symbolized by the distinction in Golding’s coined words “biguns” and “littluns”?

4. What literary terms are used in the following quotation:  “The sun gazed down like an angry eye”?

5. Why, according to the narrator, does Roger not throw the rocks to hit Henry?  What comment is made about civilization?  How is it foreshadowing?

6. In what sense does putting on the paint free Jack?  Why might this liberation bode ill for the others?

7. What creates the barrier between Jack and Ralph?

8. What bloodthirsty chant has become part of the hunting ritual?

9. What two worlds does the narrator say that Jack and Ralph depict?

10. What happens to Piggy?

11. What is significant at the end of the chapter?

