Guide to AP U.S. History Assignments

The best advice is to follow the instructions!
Reading:  You will be assigned reading from your book.  On your homework list, the chapter is listed with the sections you should concentrate on within that chapter.  It is a good idea to take notes, but note taking is not required yet.  However, your weekly quizzes will be on both the class lectures as well as your reading.  If students consistently do poorly on quizzes, note taking will be required.  Mr. Mason does not cover everything in class, so make sure you read the textbook when you are supposed to!
Maps:  Page numbers are not given for maps because some of you might have different books.  However, at the beginning of your textbook, there is a list of ALL maps that will help you complete your map assignment.  Look at the list and figure out which maps will help you and then complete your map.  Follow the directions – this is where most students lose points.  If it says color, then color.  If it says draw, then draw.  Do what the instructions say and you should be fine.
History Puzzles:  These are assignments that look like grids and have the answers attached to them.  Don’t forget the answers are attached!  You simply must follow the instructions and put the answers where they belong.  If the instructions tell you to put the events in chronological order, you must do that to receive full credit.  
Crosswords:  Most answers can be found in class lecture notes.  If you can not find an answer in the notes, you are still required to find it.  Sometimes you must turn to your book.  
DBQ Outlines:  You will be given the DBQ the day you are expected to do the outline.  DBQs will not be handed out early.  To complete the outline, you must read the question, examine the docs and then fill out the paper entitled “DBQ Outline”.  Do not create your own paper, use the one Mr. Mason gives you to receive credit.  
DBQ Evaluations:  You will be given 2-3 essays to read the day of the assignment.  Essays will not be handed out early.  Using the paper entitled “DBQ Evaluation” you must evaluate the essay and give it a grade using the AP U.S. History Essay Rubric handed out in class.
Flashcards: Due at the end of every unit on the same day as your binder.  It is best to use 3x5 cards, but if you would like to use binder paper you must cut it up to be approximately 3x5.  At the beginning of every unit attached to your assignment log, there will be a paper entitled “Flashcards”.  There are approximately 80-100 terms.  You must take these terms and put them on the front of a flashcard.  On the back of the flashcard, you must explain the term.  It is helpful to follow these basic questions for your explanations: who, what, when, where, and why.  See example of how your flashcards can possibly look.  To turn them in, place your flashcard in a Ziploc sandwich bag that has your name written on it.  DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THE FLASHCARDS AND EXPECT ME TO SEE IT.
Example:

	Front of Card:
	Back of Card:

	Proclamation of 1763


	Who: British passed against Colonists

What: Line that established the farthest western point the colonists could settle

When: 1763
Where: along the Appalachian Mtns 

Why: to ease relations with the Native Americans after Pontiac’s Rebellion, but it angered the colonists.


Binder:  Due at the end of every unit – check the board for the exact dates.  You must have 8 dividers in your binder.  Label the dividers.  The first divider should be labeled #1 or Unit #1.  The second should be labeled #2 or Unit #2.  Continue the pattern through Unit #8.  Behind the divider, you will put all work for the unit.  Please put your work in the following order:
· President Grid

· Class Lecture Notes in order

· Class Handouts

· Assignments in Order

· Class Video Guides/Notes

· Quizzes in Order

Your essays do not have to be in your binder.  If you want to divide the stuff within each unit, you may do so, but it is not required and it will not earn you any extra credit.  
If your binder does not have all 8 dividers and if your assignments are not in the proper order, your binder will not be graded.  You will not be given a second chance, so do it right the first time.  
Class Lecture Notes:  Due as part of the binder check, but you should do them at the end of every lecture.  Lecture notes are given during class and are very simple to copy down.  However, once the lecture is over (some lectures last 3-5 days) you must write a summary about what you learned.  This summary should be handwritten on a separate sheet of paper and needs to be 3-4 paragraphs in length.  Once done it should be stapled to the lecture notes neatly.  In the end you should have the entire lecture with a summary stapled together and placed neatly (and in order) inside your binder.
President Grid:  This does not start until Unit #2.  You will be given a grid with the presidents from that unit.  You must complete it and turn it in as part of the binder check.  The first column has the president’s name.  You don’t have to do anything to that column.  The second column asks the years that president was in office.  BE CAREFUL NOT TO PUT THE ELECTION YEARS.  If a president is elected in 1824, that is not the year they become president.  The third column asks for the president’s political party affiliation.  The fourth column is the hardest and therefore worth the most points.  You must put down notable events or act WITH THE DATE THEY OCCURRED.  For a couple of presidents, you will simply put their deaths, but for every other president, you should have at least 4-5 events/acts with the date they occurred. 
Example:
	President
	Years in Office
	Political Party
	Notable Events/Acts (with Date)

	George Washington
	1789-1797
	None
	Bank of the U.S. (1791)

Neutrality Proclamation (1793)

Whiskey Rebellion (1794)

Jay’s Treaty (1794)

Pickney’s Treaty (1795)


