	Chapter 12 Byzantine Art

Early- 500- 726 CE
· Visigoths sacked Rome in 410 and crippled the already dissolving Rome which split in two. Eastern Rome was ruled by an Emperor out of Milan and later Ravenna, and Western Rome was ruled by an Emperor out of Constantinople. 

· The Western half was replaced by warring kingdoms that would later become the Western European nations.
· The Eastern half remained an intact Christian Empire for another 1000 years and was finally defeated in 1453 by the Ottoman Turks

· Historians call this Eastern Roman Empire “Byzantium” and anything associated with it as Byzantine (after Constantinople’s real name), even though the people actually referred to themselves as “Roman” and the Eastern Roman Empire as “New Rome”

· Justinian in 6th Century declared Christianity the only legal religion of “New Rome,” an act of intolerance that would bring much resistance by its diverse population 

· The Eastern Emperor’s ruled supreme combining the functions of Pope and Caesar (Absolute power corrupts absolutely)-Western church would keep it separate
 Iconoclastic- 726- 843 A ban on any religious images depicting figures from either heaven or earth=seen as 

                                     Idol worship

Middle or High Byzantine- 843-1204 ban on icons was lifted and art flourished once again

Late Byzantine- 1204-1453/ Beyond –

· Three events that changed Byzantium at this time:

1) Turks conquered most of Byzantine empire

2) Byzantine Church broke from the Church of Rome

3) Crusades brought the Latins (a generic term for people of the west) into Byzantine lands on their way to fight for the Cross against the Muslims who had conquered Israel (the Holy Land) The Crusaders envied the Byzantine wealth and luxury and turned on them at times, sacking Constantinople

· In 1453 The Ottoman Turks eventually took Constantinople and ended the Byzantine era. 

Art Concepts
· The Byzantine artist rejected the goal of the classical artist –which was to render the three dimensional world in convincing fashion and to have the people fully modeled and rooted to the ground. (Byzantine art= humans are non-realistic and non-natural)
· mosaics, Icon Painting, illuminated manuscripts
· 2 traditions- classical past/ coming Medieval art
· Invented pendentive/ squinch
· Blue sky gave way to gold backgrounds
Reading: 

· Pg. 331 Pendentives and Squinches
Vocab

Pendentive-

Squinch-

Icon-

Pantocrator-

Codex-

Psalter- Book of Psalms
Triptych-

Questions: 
The Hagia Sophia is known for its large dome, but the Cathedral of San Marco consists of 5 smaller domes. What do you think is the advantage of each?
Name two ways in which the addition of transcepts to the basilica were very useful.
Explain the differences in how the Jewish religion sees icons differently than the Early Eastern Christian religion.

What are 'galleries' in a Byzantine Church, and why were they created?
Select any two churches or cathedrals in this section. Compare and Contrast the two.
What happened in Constantinople in 1453, and how did this affect the Eastern Byzantine Empire?



