Chapter 11 Lesson 1  



What were the main 
Geography Shapes Ancient 
features of the

Greek Life
geography of 


*The mainland of Greece sticks 
Greece?



out into the Mediterranean Sea






*Greece has 1000’s of islands







*Southern tip forms a second







Peninsula called the 







Peloponnesus







Landscape and Climate







*mountains cover 70 – 80% of 







Greece







*uneven landscape made travel 







difficult







*the rugged landscape made it 







hard to unite Greece under one







government







*Greece had mild, rainy winters 







and hot, dry summers







*outdoor athletic competitions 







were important to Greek culture







Agriculture







*only 20-30% of land could be 







used for farming







*more than half of all Greeks 







were farmers or herders







*landowners were part of the 







upper class







*landowners had to pay for their 







own battle supplies, helmets, 







shields and swords







*landowners held a higher place 







than merchants or peasants







*in order to get more land, Greeks 







founded colonies in other regions







Resources







*Greeks lacked natural resources 







like precious metals







*Greeks did not have stone for 







building







*Greece had good harbors for 







Trade







Highways of Water







*Several seas played a major role







In Greece







*The highways of water linked 







Most parts of Greece together

· The Greeks used seas as 

· Transportation routes

A Seafaring People

*Greeks became skilled sailors and

Shipbuilders

*they built rowing ships for rowing and sailing ships for trading

*Once the Greeks learned the routes, they could sail to other

Regions

*the sea was a source of fish, they traded fish from the sea to local ports

*They also dried some fish so they could be transported long distances

Trade and Commerce

*Greece did not produce much grain but some produced a surplus olive oil, wine, wool and fine pottery
*city-stated bought and sold surplus goods from other regions

*the main products the Greeks bought were grain, timber for building, animal hides, and slaves

*the Greeks also traded for figs, nuts, cheese and flax.

The Earliest Greeks

*the earliest Greeks moved into the peninsula about 2000 B.C

Mycenaean Civilization

*The first Greek civilization was built on the Pelopennesus

*it was named after its most important city, Mycenae

*their culture featured writing, gold jewelry, bronze weapons, and fine pottery

*Dark ages were from 1200 to 750 B.C

New Advances in Greek Culture 

*the Greeks began to make advances, they learned things form the Phoenicians

*they were important trading people who lived on the coast

*by trading with other people their writing system spread

*they had 22 sounds to their alphabet

*the Greeks picked up their alphabet between 900 and 800 B.C

*the Greeks also learned about coins from trading

*eventually the Greeks developed new forms of government and literature
