Chapter 1: The Tools of History
Lesson 3: How Archaeologists Study the Past

Terms:

Artifact: human-made objects

Fossil: remains of early life preserved in the ground

Hominid: human or humanlike creature that walks on two feet
Hominid Development:


Australopithcine

· lived from about 4.5 million to 1 million B.C.
· found in southern and eastern Africa
· first humanlike creature to walk upright
Homo habilis

· lived from about 2.5 million to 1.5 million B.C.
· found in East Africa
· first to make stone tools
Homo erectus

· lived from about 1.6 million to 250,000 B.C.
· found in Africa, Asia, and Europe
· first to move out of Africa
· first to control fire
· developed into Homo Sapiens
Homo sapiens

· has lived from about 400,000 B.C. to the present
· Early Homo sapiens found in Africa, Europe, and Asia
· Physically modern humans (Cro-Magnons)
· Buried their dead, created cave paintings, made sharper tools, farmed, developed writing, built complex villages.
Lucy: who was lucy?

· About 3.5 million years old – older than any hominid discovered up to that time
· Smallish brain, very long arms, walked upright
· Challenged the theory that a bigger brain had led to walking
The Stone Age:

Paleolithic Age: old stone age lasted from about 2.5 million to 8000 B.C

· Homo Habilis, Homo Erectus, and Homo Sapiens lived during this period.

· Lived as hunters and gatherers

· Used simple tools

Mesolithic Age: middle stone age occurred roughly between 10,000 and 6000 B.C. served 

                                   as a bridge between Old and New Stone Age

· Development of spears, harpoons

· Fire controlled

· Language developed

· People specialized in hunting specific animals

· Grindstones used to make vegetables

Neolithic Age: new stone age began about 8000 B.C. and ended as early as 3000 B.C.

· ONLY Homo Sapiens lived during this period

· People learned to polish tools and make pottery

· Began to grow crops, raise animals, and settle in villages.

· Farming was developed….less hunting…..no need to move from place to place.

