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Kush and Egypt

The Big Idea

The kingdom of Kush, in the region of Nubia, was first 
conquered by Egypt but later conquered and ruled Egypt.

Main Ideas

• Geography helped early Kush civilization develop in Nubia.

• Egypt controlled Kush for about 500 years.

• Kush ruled Egypt after winning its independence and set 
up a new dynasty there.
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Main Idea 1:
Geography helped early Kush civilization 

develop in Nubia.

• A group of people called the Kushites settled in a region 
now called Nubia and established the first large kingdom 
in the interior of Africa.

• The development of the Kushite civilization was greatly 
influenced by the geography of Nubia.



Nubia

• Ancient Nubia was fertile, 
due to annual flooding.

• It was rich in valuable 
minerals that contributed 
to its wealth.
– Gold
– Copper
– Stone

• Farmers thrived there, 
and one became the king 
of a region he called 
Kush.  

• The capital city of Kerma 
was protected from 
invaders by the cataracts 
of the Nile River.



Relations between 
Kush and Egypt 
became hostile. 
Egypt feared that 
Kush would 
become too 
powerful, so it 
invaded and 
conquered Kush.

Many Kushites 
adopted Egyptian 
religious practices, 
names, and 
language.

Main Idea 2:
Egypt controlled Kush for about 500 years.

During a time of 
decline in Egypt, 
Kushite leaders 
regained control of
Kush, becoming 
independent again.



Kush regained its 
strength and 
conquered  Egypt 
under the direction
of Kashta and his 
son Piankhi.

• Shabaka 
declared himself 
pharaoh and 
began the 
Kushite Dynasty.

• This dynasty 
tried to restore 
the old Egyptian 
cultural 
practices.  

Main Idea 3:
 Kush ruled Egypt after winning its 

independence and set up a new 
dynasty there. 

The Kushite 
Dynasty remained 
strong until the 
Assyrians drove 
them out. 



Later Kush

The Big Idea
Kush developed an advanced civilization with 

a large trading network.

Main Ideas
Kush’s economy grew because of its iron industry and trade 

network.

• Society and culture in Kush had elements borrowed from 
other cultures and elements unique to Kush.

• The decline and defeat of Kush was caused by both 
internal and external factors.
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Kush devoted itself
to increasing 
agriculture and 
trade. Within a few
centuries, it 
became a rich and 
powerful kingdom 
again. 

• Meroe, the 
kingdom’s new 
capital, 
developed an 
iron industry.

• Resources such 
as iron ore and 
wood for 
furnaces helped 
the industry 
grow quickly.

Main Idea 1:
 Kush’s economy grew because of its iron 

industry and trade network.

Meroe became the 
center of a large 
trade network, a 
system of people in
different lands who
trade goods.  



Main Idea 2:
 Society and culture in Kush had elements 

borrowed from other cultures and elements 
unique to Kush.

• As Kushite trade grew, merchants came into contact with
people from other cultures.

• As a result, the people of Kush combined customs from 
other cultures with their own Kushite culture.



Kushite culture 
was influenced by 
Egypt. They 
worshipped 
Egyptian gods, 
built pyramids, 
wore Egyptian 
clothing, and had 
rulers called 
pharaohs. 

Kushite Culture

The women of 
Kush were 
expected to be as 
active in society as
the men. They 
often rose to 
positions of 
authority and 
power, especially 
religious authority.

• The Kushites also
had their own 
gods.  

• They developed 
their own written
language, called 
Meroitic.



Main Idea 3:
 The decline and defeat of Kush 

was caused by both 
internal and external factors.

• Loss of Resources
– Cattle overgrazed the land, leaving nothing to hold the 

soil down and allowing it to blow away.
– Ironmakers used up the forests near Meroe. Military 

power declined when weapons were not produced. 
• Trade Rivals

– Merchants set up new trade routes that went around 
Kush, weakening its trade.

• Rise of Aksum
– The Aksumite army of King Ezana took over when 

Kush’s power started to decline.
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