
Chapter 2, Section 3: 

Confederation and the Constitution 

American leaders created the Constitution as a 

blueprint of government for the United States. 

CA Social Science Content Standards: 11.1.2 

Opening Activity: 

In a paragraph write 

about a time when you 

had a dispute that you 

successfully resolved by 

compromise. 



Taking Notes 

Define the following terms: 

republic 

Articles of Confederation 

Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

Shay’s Rebellion 

James Madison 

federalism 

Checks and balances 

ratification 

Federalists 

Antifederalists 

Bill of Rights 

Issues debated 

 at the  

Constitutional  

Convention 

Directions: 

In the graphic organizer below fill in specific issues that debated at the 

Constitutional Convention. 



I. Experimenting with Confederation 

 

 A. Plans for a New Government 

 

  -Many people want republic—rule through elected 

 representatives. 

 

  -Some fear democracy—government directly by the people. 



 B. The Articles of Confederation 

 

  -Congress creates laws to unite 13 states—Articles of 

 Confederation. 

 

  -All states ratify (1781); Articles create weak central government. 

 

   







  -Confederation solves problem of Northwest Territory: 

 

   *Land Ordinance of 1785—plan for surveying the  

  Northwest Territory. 

 

   *Northwest Ordinance of 1787—plan to divide land into 

  3-5 new states—overlooked Native American land claims. 











 C. Shay’s Rebellion 

 

  -Shay’s Rebellion—Daniel Shays leads protests of Massachusetts 

 State taxes. 

 

  -He and 1,200 farmers attempted to raid arsenal (1787). 

 

  -State militia kills four; nation calls for a stronger national 

 government. 

 

  -Articles of Confederation placed severe limits of government’s 

 ability to solve problems—fear of abuse of power. 

 

  -12 states participate in convention to create stronger government. 



The portraits of Daniel Shays and Job Shattuck, leaders of the Massachusetts 

"Regulators," appeared on the cover of Bickerstaff's Boston Almanack in 1787. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8a/Daniel_Shays_%26_Job_Shattuck.jpg




II. Creating a New Government 
 

 A. Conflict and Compromise 

 

    -James Madison proposes Virginia Plan— 
   representation based on population. 

 

    -Small states favor New Jersey Plan—each state 
   has equal vote. 

 

    -Great Compromise establishes Senate and House 
   of Representatives. 

 

  -Three-Fifths Compromise counts three-fifths of slaves as 
 population. 







 B. Division of Powers 

 

  -Delegates create Federalist government with three branches. 

 

  -Federalism—power divided between national and state 

 government. 

 



 C. Separation of Powers 

 

  -Legislative branch makes laws. 

 

  -Executive branch enforces laws. 

 

  -Judicial branch interprets laws. 

 

  -Checks and balances—system preventing any branch from 

 dominating. 



 D. Changing the Constitution 

 

  -Delegates create process to amend, or change, the Constitution. 



III. Ratifying the Constitution 

 A. Getting the States’ Approval 

 

  -Ratification—approval of Constitution by states; nine votes 

 needed out of thirteen. 

George Washington & the Constitutional Convention Video Clip 





 B. Federalists and Antifederalists 

 

  -Federalists—favor the Constitution’s balance of power. 

 

  -Antifederalists—against Constitution, want Bill of Rights. 

 

  -Federalists promise Bill of Rights, Constitution ratified June 1788. 

Federalist vs. Antifederalist video clip 







 C. Adoption of a Bill of Rights 

 

  -Bill of Rights—first ten amendments, guarantee citizen’s 

 individual rights. 





IV. Continuing Relevance of the Constitution 

 

 A. A Relevant Document 

 

  -Constitution is oldest written national constitution still in use. 

 

  -Constitution’s elastic clause allows expansion of government 

 power. 

 

  -Amendment process is difficult to prevent arbitrary changes. 

 

  -Only 27 amendments passed in the last 200 years. 



Review Questions 

1. The debate of whether or not __________ should be counted as 

representation was solved by the 3/5 Compromise. 

2. After the Revolution, many Americans favored a ____________ form of 

government which is best described as a government ruled by elected 

representatives. 

3. The _________________ was the result of the New Jersey Plan and 

the Virginia Plan combined to guarantee equal representation for all 

states along with representation based on population. 

4. ______________ is used to describe a peaceful way to settle a dispute 

between two groups who disagree about how to do something. 

5. The Feature of the Constitution that prevents one branch of 

government from dominating the other two branches is known as the 

system of ____________________. 

6. The promise that caused the Constitution to be ratified was the 

Federalists promise to add a ________________.  

Words: 

 bill of rights  Compromise   checks and balances 

republic   slaves    Great Compromise  


