Biology Course Syllabus

(Keep this handout in your binder)

Course Description:

Welcome!  Biology is a college preparatory course where students will develop an understanding of key concepts that help them make sense of life science.  The ideas are building upon students’ science understanding of disciplinary core ideas, science and engineering practices, and crosscutting concepts from earlier grades. 
The five life science topics in this course are:

1) Structure and Function

2) Inheritance and Variation of Traits

3) Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems

4) Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

5) Natural Selection and Evolution

Grading Policy:

It is expected that you will complete all assignments and tests with an overall average of 70 percent or more to receive credit for this course.

Grades will be assessed in the following manner:


Lab Activities and Projects




35%


Tests and Quizzes





30% 

Final Exam






15%

Homework






10%


Class Assignments and Participation



10%


Extra Credit





no more than 5%

· Grades will be updated on Infinite Campus.  It is your responsibility to check that your grades are up-to-date and correct each week.  PARENTS:  PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S GRADES ONLINE WEEKLY SINCE NO PRINTOUTS OTHER THAN THE MID-SEMESTER AND FINAL GRADE REPORTS WILL BE SENT HOME (UNLESS REQUESTED).

Overall grades will be assessed as follows:


A = 90-100%


B = 80 - 89%


C = 70 - 79%


F = below 70% (no credit)
Textbook:

· Biology – The Dynamics of Life published by Glencoe (blue cover with whales)
*You are required to check out the textbook or CD-ROM from the library and keep it at home.
Chapters To Be Covered:
The following chapters will be covered in this course.  Please read them when they are assigned.  You will be responsible for the information covered in these chapters even if we do not go over them in class.

Chapter 1
Biology:  The Study of Life

Chapter 11
DNA and Genes


Chapter 2
Principles of Ecology


Chapter 12 
Patterns of Heredity and Human Genetic

Chapter 3
Communities and Biomes


Chapter 13
Genetic Technology
Chapter 4
Population Biology


Chapter 14
The History of Life

Chapter 5
Biological Diversity and Conservation
Chapter 15
The Theory of Evolution




Chapter 6
The Chemistry of Life


Chapter 18
Viruses and Bacteria

Chapter 7
A View of the Cell


Chapter 34
Transport

Chapter 8
Cellular Transport and the Cell Cycle
Chapter 35
The Blood and Immunity

Chapter 9
Energy in a Cell



Chapter 37
Excretion
Chapter 10
Mendel and Meiosis


Chapter 39
Immunity from Disease
ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION

· A 3-ring binder (or section) containing all daily Bellwork and assignments in chronological order must be maintained for the entire semester.  Do not throw any papers away!  You will need them to study for the final exam and as proof of grades earned on assignments.

· Assume that you will have homework every night (including weekends) and that it will be due the next day (unless told otherwise) by the time the tardy bell rings.
· Check my website calendar daily, especially if you are absent.
· All assignments are due on time!!! (by tardy bell)   Late work will not be accepted unless authorized by me.
· If you know you are going to be absent on a particular day, let me know in advance so you can get the work.  If something comes up unexpectedly and you are absent (sick, etc.), then e-mail me to find out what you need to make up so you don’t fall behind.
· If you are absent, on the day you return to school always see me at the beginning of class to 1) turn in any work that was due during your absence, 2) copy Bellwork, 3) get assignments or alternate assignments, 4) make arrangements to make  up missed work.  It is your responsibility to get the Bellwork and lecture notes, turn in any work due during your absence, and make up any missed assignments immediately!  For each day of absence, you will have the same number of days to make up any classwork, homework, labs, tests, and quizzes.  Labs, tests, and quizzes must be made up in class, during CAT 30, or after school (unless there are special circumstances).  Regardless of whether you are absent or tardy, homework is always due first thing when you walk into class!  
· If you need extra help, don’t hesitate to ask!  That’s what I’m here for.  I am usually available during CAT 30 (you must ask for a pass) or after school by appointment.  Additional tutoring is also available by the Peer Leaders. 

· Extra credit is given for participation in class.  Participation points will count in the homework/classwork category.  There will be limited extra credit opportunities for labs, tests, and quizzes.
Classroom Behavior Expectations:
1. School rules will be enforced at all times, to include the “no hats inside classrooms” and Board Policy Student Dress Code AR 5132(a).

2. Absolutely no food, gum, candy, or beverages (other than water), are allowed in the science classroom.  
3. No electronic devices, cell phones, or other distracting items are allowed.  If you don’t want them confiscated or a referral written, keep them on silent and out of sight or don’t bring them to class at all.  Absolutely no electronic devices allowed during testing.  If you are caught with an electronic device, you will receive an automatic “zero” on the test/quiz!
4. Be on time, prepared, and ready to work. As soon as you get to class turn in the homework.  When the tardy bell rings, you should be quietly sitting in your assigned seat copying down the daily Bellwork while attendance is being taken.  Please refer to your Student Handbook for the administrative tardy/absence policies.

5. Respect others and their property.  Don’t touch or take other people’s belongings without their permission.  Take extra care of classroom equipment, textbook, etc.  And, do not write on the desks, in the textbooks, or on class sets of materials. 

6. Be considerate and polite.  It is important that everyone cooperate with each other, listen carefully, and follow directions at all times.  Remember, teachers have the right to teach and students have the right to learn without unnecessary interruptions.

7. Follow all guidelines in the Student Safety Contract.  Safety is a major concern, especially during lab activities.  This syllabus and the Student Safety Contract are designed to cover all aspects of laboratory safety so please read both carefully before signing the forms.

8. Inappropriate or disruptive behavior will result in a verbal warning, removal from the class, a phone call home, detention, and/or a referral.  Such behavior will also lower your citizenship grade.

9. Do your own work!!!  Academic integrity and honesty is a school-wide objective and is expected of everyone.  Therefore, no credit will be given for cheating, work that is copied, or for work that is loaned to another student to be copied.  Along with that a referral may also be written.

Daily Materials: 

· 3-ring binder, 8½” x 11” notebook paper, index cards

· #2 pencil, eraser, pen (blue or black).  No red or pink ink, please!

· Plastic or metal metric ruler (at least 15 cm long)

· Calculator
Colored pencils (only required to bring them on specified days – see website calendar or bellwork)

· Daily Bellwork:
· Bellwork counts as a classwork assignment and may be randomly collected for a grade every so often.  Bellwork is to be copied down at the beginning of class every day and kept in your binder for reference.

· The five parts to each day’s Bellwork include:

· The day and date

· What will be covered in class that day

· A science fact that you need to know on an assignment, test/quiz, lab, or final exam

· The homework for that night

· Anything you need to know or need to bring to class the next day

· Parents/Guardians:  the daily Bellwork is a good way for you to know what we are doing in class every day and can be used as a tool to monitor what homework your child has every night and whether or not it has been completed.
· Below is a sample of the Bellwork:

MONDAY BELLWORK
DATE: _____AUGUST 25, 2016_____________________

TODAY’S WORK:

1.________Enzymes Lecture___________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________________________________

SCI-FACT:



A substrate is the substance that an enzyme acts on.  An enzyme acts as a biological catalyst to



speed up the rate of a chemical reaction.
HOMEWORK:

1.____Read 6.3________________________________________________________________________

2.____Do R&SG  6.3 Wkst________________________________________________________________

FOR TOMORROW:

1._____Bring colored pencils, calculator, and ruler_______________________________________________
2.___________________________________________________________________________________

PERFORMANCE CHECKLIST

If you are not satisfied with your current grade in this course, it is important to step back and evaluate why your performance isn’t at the level you think it should be.  Below are several suggestions that you can try in order to improve your grade in this course:

1. Come to class prepared with your lecture notes printout and take good, complete notes.  Some concepts and information are not in the textbook.  Majority of what you are tested on come straight from the lecture notes so pay attention and make sure to take complete and accurate notes.
2. Complete all homework assignments and turn them in on time.  Even though only 20% of your grade comes from homework and classwork, if you aren’t keeping up with it, it can significantly affect your overall grade.  Remember, homework is due at the beginning of the period (by the time the tardy bell rings).  If you try to turn in your homework after that point, it will not be accepted and you will receive a “zero.”  So make sure you have it ready to turn in as soon as you walk into class!
3. Carefully read the textbook section, chapter, or unit for comprehension, not just to get the assignment completed. Read the section or chapter first and then re-read to complete the assignment.  Are you reading the sections as they are assigned?  Are you waiting until the last night before the test to read the chapter?  Are you even reading the chapter assigned?

4. Make up flash cards with one vocabulary term or concept per card.  Look at your card several times throughout the day, every day…during commercials on TV, while waiting for a ride, on your way to and from school, etc.  Also, have someone verbally test you.
5. Find a “study buddy.”  Research shows that if you discuss concepts or questions you have with one or two other people, you can improve your comprehension of those concepts.  Also, if you can explain something verbally to someone else and they can understand it, that’s an indication of how well you really know the material.

6. Ask questions during the lecture if you don’t understand something.  There are no dumb questions unless you just aren’t paying attention.

7. Pay attention and follow directions carefully.  Make sure you are listening to all verbal directions and carefully reading all written directions.  If you need clarification, then ask immediately.  Valuable points can be lost when you don’t follow directions.
8. Arrange time to come in for tutoring with the teacher during CAT 30 or after school.  You can also get help from the Peer Leader Tutors.  Don’t wait until right before a test to get help.  Ask for help before you leave class while it’s still fresh in your mind!

9. Set aside a set amount of time every day to study for the class, even if there’s no homework assigned that day.  If you get into the habit and discipline it takes to be successful in class, you will be able to use that skill in other areas of your life as well.
10. Rewrite or review your class notes.  Recopy your notes in a format or style you feel most comfortable with.  This will also help you review the information again.
11. Not doing well on tests?  Look at the Study Guide or Test Preview as soon as we start a new chapter.  Don’t wait until it is assigned just before a test.  Start working on it from Day 1.  After you take lecture notes or read the textbook, go back and start answering the study guide/test preview questions while things are fresh in your mind.
12. Outline the chapter.  Pick the main concept in each section and then find 1-2 supporting statements.

13. Answer the Review Questions at the end of each section and at the end of the chapter even if they are not assigned as homework.  They may help you comprehend the main ideas in the chapter

