A.P. U.S. History Student Syllabus

Course Description

Advanced Placement U.S. History is meant to be a college-level course taught in high school. As such it has several distinct advantages as well as some unique challenges when compared to typical high school honors courses. One advantage of A.P. U.S. History is that students can earn college credit and high school credit for the same class as long as they “pass” the AP Exam (see next section for more information about the exam). This can save them time and money in college. Enrollment in A.P. classes also can give students an edge in admissions when applying to college. Most importantly, by exposing students to college-level rigor in a high school setting, A.P. can prepare students for much greater success in their university coursework.
Even though good attendance and completing homework are essential to success, they are not enough. Students will have to demonstrate their mastery of essential skills and content on college-level exams and essays. This will require a level of hard work and study that is new to many “honors” students. Most students will struggle for a while as they adjust to the workload, expectations, and pace. 

The A.P. U.S. History Exam
A.P. exams provide students a chance to earn college credit while still in high school. The A.P. U.S. History exam, administered Friday, May 5, 2017 is 3 hours and 15 minutes in length. The exam consists of a multiple choice section of 55 questions to be completed in 55 minutes, 4 short answer questions in 50 minutes, 1 document based question in 55 minutes and 1 long essay question in 35 minutes. 
The A.P. U.S. History exam is graded on a five point scale. Generally, most public universities award credit or placement to students who earn a 3 or higher while many private colleges require a score of 4 or higher. However, since each school is free to set its own policy, students need to check the specific policies of the institutions they are interested in attending.

All students enrolled in this class will take the A.P. U.S. History exam. 
Students taking A.P. U.S. History will attend study sessions the end of April.  They will also be given review information to be completed during Spring Break.
Academic Objectives
Students will be prepared for the Advanced Placement United States History Exam.

Students will study selected historical themes and the significance of major interpretive questions. 

Students will be trained to analyze and interpret primary sources, including documentary material, maps, statistical tables, and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. 

Students will learn how to approach history critically and be able to analyze and evaluate competing sources of historical information.

Students will be able to express themselves with clarity and precision and know how to cite sources and credit the phrases and ideas of others.

Students will learn test-taking skills, including how to successfully take timed exams.

Students will learn to take notes from both printed materials and lectures.

Student Behavior
Punctuality and excellent attendance are required and necessary to succeed in this class. Therefore, Dinuba’s tardy and attendance policies will be strictly enforced. Specifically, students are allowed only the number of days they were absent (excused absences only) to make-up any work missed.  If you are attending a school function, you must do your best to obtain your homework before you leave so you don’t get behind.  Tardies will be recorded, and Saturday School will be assigned.  Be to class and in your seat before the bell rings.
All students are expected to behave in a manner appropriate to a college setting. All students are expected to behave in a manner appropriate to a high school setting. Those who do not can expect fair, consistent, and natural disciplinary consequences for their inappropriate actions or attitudes. Students will be expected to follow the school rules, which are in their agenda, and the consequences will be followed. No food or drink, except water, may be consumed in the classroom without permission. ABSOLUTELY NO SUNFLOWER SEEDS EVER.
Grading
There are several major categories for grades given in this class (see next page). Grades are calculated by the relative weight given to each category, not simply by adding up a student’s points for the class and dividing by the number possible. The two categories most heavily weighted are “Unit Exams” and “Timed Writes.” These are the two components of the AP exam and are also among the most difficult parts of the class. 
Grades will be updated and available on Powerschool.

Grading Scale



Categories

90%–100%
A



Unit Exams


30%




80%–89%

B



Timed Writes


20%




70%–79%

C



Chapter Homework
20%



60%–69%

D



Major Project(s)

10%




  0%–59%

F



Class Assignments
10%


















Final Exam


10%



Cheating—While students are encouraged to help each other and work together, cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating occurs whenever a student attempts to take credit for someone else’s effort. Cheating can take place in or out of the classroom on anything that has a point value attached to it.  Any student found cheating will be given a 0 on the assignment/exam.  The student will also receive an Honesty Policy referral.  The Honesty Policy guidelines will be strictly enforced.

Extra Assignments - Any extra credit/assignments will only be allowed for homework, and will only be offered for specific times and things during the year. Students will not be able to get extra credit at the end of the year as a way to boost their grades. If they want extra points, they must participate in the activities when they are assigned.
Email Address:
apushdhs@gmail.com
Phone Number:
559-725-1229

TEXTBOOK READING/HOMEWORK SCHEDULE

	DATE
	CHAPTER
	DATE
	CHAPTER

	8/20/2016
	3
	12/10/2016
	18

	8/27/2016
	4
	1/14/2017
	19

	9/3/2016
	5
	1/21/2017
	20

	9/10/2016
	6
	1/28/2017
	21

	9/17/2016
	7
	2/4/2017
	22

	9/24/2016
	8
	2/11/2017
	23

	10/1/2016
	9
	2/18/2017
	24

	10/11/2016
	10
	2/25/2017
	25

	10/15/2016
	11
	3/4/2017
	26

	10/22/2016
	12
	3/11/2017
	27

	10/29/2016
	13
	3/18/2017
	28

	11/5/2016
	14
	3/25/2017
	29

	11/12/2016
	15
	4/1/2017
	30

	11/19/2016
	16
	4/8/2017
	31

	12/3/2016
	17


A.P. U.S. History Syllabus Summary
· A.P. U.S. History is as hard, or harder than a typical college survey history class.
· A.P. U.S. History students will read an entire college textbook by the end of the year. Students have homework due every week.

· Only students who are motivated, persistent, and take the initiative will do well, and students will learn much more in an A.P. class than any regular class.
· Students who take A.P. classes usually do much better in college. 
· All students enrolled in A.P. U.S. History must take the A.P. Exam on May 5, 2017.
· Any students caught cheating will receive a 0 on the assignment/exam, and be sent to the Assistant Principal on a referral.
· Extra credit/assignments will only be available at certain times of the year, and they are only worth homework points. 

· The school rules and consequences in the agenda will be strictly followed.

· All phones will be put in the phone pockets in the front of the class the beginning of the class period.
This summary is meant to highlight some of the key points from the syllabus about the course. Please read the entire syllabus for more details about A.P. U.S. History.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read, understood, and will abide by all of the provisions of the entire A.P. U.S. History syllabus.

__________________
______
____________________
_______________________
(student name)


(period)
(student signature)


(parent signature)
