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Course description

AP Spanish Language and Culture is a college-level course intended for students in their fourth year of study of Spanish.  The three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational) defined in the Standards of Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century are foundational to the AP Spanish  Language and Culture Course.  Course work provides students with opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency in each of the three modes in the intermediate to pre-advanced range as described in the ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners.  

Students who enroll in this course should already have a good command of the grammar and considerable competence in listening, reading, speaking and writing.  When communicating, students in the AP Spanish Language and Culture course demonstrate an understanding of the culture(s), incorporate interdisciplinary topics (connections), make comparisons between the native language and the target language and between cultures (comparisons), and use the target language in real-life settings (communities).  Exclusive use of Spanish by teacher and students for active communication is expected in the classroom.  Students use several primary textbooks and other authentic materials and resources that are in accordance with those suggested on the College Board website.  Students are expected to take the AP Spanish Language and Culture exam at the end of this course.  

Primary material

· Temas (textbook)

Supplemental materials
· Galería de Arte y Vida (textbook)

· Triángulo Aprobado (workbook) 

· Newspapers, magazines, videos, podcasts
· Other sources

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo
· http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria
· http://www.elnuevoherald.com
· http://www.eluniverso.com
· http://www.nacion.com
· http://www.masvoces.org
· http://www.unesco.org
· http://www.ciudadseva.com
General Guide to Thematic Units (timeline may vary)
	
	Unit 1- Unit One: El individuo y su identidad 

Theme: Personal and Public Identities/ Las identidades personales y públicas
· Alienation and Assimilation/ La enajenación y la asimilación 

· Heroes and Historical Figures/ Los héroes y los personajes históricos 

· National and Ethnic Identities/ La identidad nacional y la identidad étnica 

· Personal Beliefs/ Las creencias personales 

· Self-Image/ La autoestima 
Essential Questions:

· ¿Cómo se expresan los distintos aspectos de la identidad en diversas situaciones?
· ¿Cómo se desarrolla la identidad de una persona a lo largo del tiempo? 
· ¿Cómo influyen la lengua y la cultura en la identidad de la persona?
Connections also to the themes of: Los desafíos mundiales, La vida contemporánea, las familias y comunidades




	
	Unit 2- El valor de la familia y la comunidad 

Theme: Families and Communities/Las familias y las Comunidades [CR6e] 

Contexts Included:

· Customs and Values/ Las tradiciones y los valores 
· Education Communities/ Las comunidades educativas 
· Family Structure/ La estructura de la familia 
· Global Citizenship/ La ciudadanía global 
· Human Geography/ La geografía humana 
· Social Networking/ Las redes sociales 
Essential Questions:

· ¿Cómo se define la familia en distintas sociedades? 

· ¿Cómo contribuyen los individuos al bienestar de las comunidades?

· ¿Cuáles son las diferencias en los papeles que asumen las comunidades y las familias en las diferentes sociedades del mundo?

Connections also to the themes of: Los desafíos mundiales, La vida contemporánea, la belleza y la estética, Las identidades personales y públicas, La ciencia y la tecnología 



	
	Unit 3-¿Cómo se define la belleza?   

Theme: Beauty and Aesthetics/ La belleza y la estética [CR6f]

Contexts Covered:

· Architecture/ La arquitectura 
· Defining Beauty/ Definiciones de la belleza 
· Defining Creativity/ Definiciones de la creatividad
· Fashion and Design/ La moda y el diseño 
· Language and Literature/ El lenguaje y la literatura 
Essential Questions:

· ¿Cómo se establecen las percepciones de la belleza y la creatividad?
· ¿Cómo influyen los ideales de la belleza y la estética en la vida cotidiana?
· ¿Cómo las artes desafían y reflejan las perspectivas culturales?
Connections also to the themes of: La vida contemporánea, Las identidades personales y públicas

	
	

	  
	Unit 4-¿Quiénes somos y cómo es nuestra vida? 

Theme: Contemporary Life / La vida contemporánea [CR6c]

Contexts Covered:

· Education and Careers/ La educación y las carreras profesionales 
· Lifestyles/ Los estilos de la vida
· Relationships/ Las relaciones personales
Essential Questions: 

· ¿Cómo definen los individuos y las sociedades su propia calidad de vida?
· ¿Cómo influyen los productos culturales, las prácticas y las perspectivas de la gente en la vida contemporánea? 
· ¿Cuáles son los desafíos de la vida contemporánea? 
Connections also to the themes of: Los desafíos globales, Las identidades personales y públicas, La ciencia y la tecnología, Las familias y las comunidades, La belleza y la estética 


	
	Unit 5: Los efectos de la tecnología
Theme: Science and Technology/ La ciencia y la tecnología [CR6b]
Contexts Included: 

· Assess to Technology/ El acceso a la tecnología 
· Effects to Technology on Self and Society/ Los efectos de la tecnología en el individuo y en la sociedad
· Health Care and Medicine/ El cuidado de la salud y la medicina 
· Innovations/ Las innovaciones tecnológicas 
· Natural Phenomena/ Los fenómenos naturales 
· Science adn Ethics/ La ciencia y la ética 


	
	Unit 6- Nosotros y nuestro mundo  

Theme: Global Challenges [CR6a] 

Contexts Covered: 

· Economic Issues/  Los temas económicos 
· Enviornmental Issues/ Los temas del medio ambiente 
· Philisophical Thought and Religion/ El pensamiento filosófico y la religión 
· Population and Demographics / La población y la demografía 
· Social Welfare/ El bienestar social
· Social Conscience/ La conciencia social



	
	· Review of all grammar

· Practice essays (particularly persuasive)

· Practice audio recordings

· Practice listening portion


Grading Policies

Grading is based upon a percentage system as seen below: 
· Final exam-10% 




· Chapter Tests and Quizzes-40%
 
 


· Class work/Class participation/ Projects -30%


 

· Homework-20%


90% - 100%
A

80% - 89%
B

70% -79%
C

60% - 69 %
D

0% - 59%
F 

Absences and Late Assignments
If a student is absent and it is deemed “excused” (L, X, D, F, M, etc.) by the administration, they will be given 3 school days in which to see me for missed work*.  I am available every Tuesday and Thursday (unless otherwise noted) after school for this reason and for tutoring as well.  A student will then be given 3 school days to complete the work missed to receive full credit.  Upon the 4th day, the student will begin to lose points.

*Note: it is the responsibility of the student to see me for work missed while absent.

Late Work

Late work will not be accepted.  Work handed in after the due date will only be accepted under the “excused absence” policy stated above.

Tardiness
A student is tardy if not in the classroom by the end of the final bell ring.  Habitual tardiness will result in parent conference/phone call and/or detention with the possibility of a referral to the principal’s office.

1. One tardy: warning

2. Two tardies: phone call home 

3. Three tardies: Administrative detention

4. Four tardies or more: Referral, parent conference, and begin the SART process. 
Materials

Students are required to bring a notebook/binder, pen or pencil, and dry erase marker to class every day.  Non-compliance will lead to a loss of points for participation.

Course Audit
A full description of the course and activities are located on the AP Spanish School loop page: 

http://rivercity.wusd.k12.ca.us/cms/page_view?d=x&piid=&vpid=1370336216018&no_controls=t 

*Course Audit and Syllabus are subject to change. 
Teacher and Student Expectations
 Señorita Hernández has the right to teach, and all students have the right to learn.  If the teacher is not understood, she will be willing to answer any and all questions relative to the task at hand.  If a student is inhibiting learning, there will be a warning.  If behavior persists parents will be notified and/or detention assigned with the possibility of referral to the principal’s office (please refer to the handbook for River City High School discipline policies).  Students are expected to arrive on time each day with all learning materials: notebook/binder and writing utensils (pen or pencil and dry erase marker).  Further, both teacher and students will respect each other and together create an environment conducive to the highest level of learning possible.  RCHS policies will be followed in class (i.e. dress code and discipline matrix). Finally, be ready to learn, explore, and hopefully have some fun!  I look forward to an enjoyable and rewarding term in Spanish class!

I, ________________________________________________ (please print student name), agree to all terms in this syllabus and the statement above.  I have read and understood the information contained in this syllabus for AP Spanish class at River City High School.

________________________________________________

Student signature

I, ________________________________________________ (please print parent or guardian name), have read and understood the information contained in this syllabus for AP Spanish class at River City High School.

________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature

Questions, comments, or concerns

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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