Ms. Mejia-Hays

Phone #:  375-7800 ext. 2308

Email:  mmejia@wusd.k12.ca.us
www.rivercity-wusd-ca.schoolloop.com

ELD 10 Syllabus
Course Description:
ELD 10 is designed to extend skills in composition, conventions of language, and oral expression. We will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction from the Holt Literature and Language textbook and other sources. The readings will be closely connected to the writing in order to ensure comprehension and full engagement with the reading material. English 10 will focus on improving writing skills by practicing writing multiple expository and narrative pieces. 
Class Outline: 

This is a yearlong class. Students will be given grades twice during the term. Throughout the school year, students will be given a total of 4 benchmark exams. Benchmarks are counted as a final and may affect the student’s grade. To ensure success on the benchmarks, students need to keep up with the daily work, study for chapter tests, and keep all notes taken in class.

The class is designed so that each chapter builds upon the previous chapter. The Holt Literature and Language Arts text will be used as the primary learning tool. The essay writing and outside reading assignments are created to further student learning by practicing the skills introduced in the Holt text. Students will read and write every day in ELD 10. 

Classroom Rules:
1. RESPECT EACH OTHER.  Once you enter my classroom, we are a class…I don’t allow any name-calling OR insults, but if I hear it, don’t be surprised if an insult comes right back at you…it’s only fair!  SWEARING IS NOT ALLOWED…I know you swear, but try to keep it out of my classroom…As a class, you will receive THREE WARNINGS…afterwards, the quarter rule will be enforced.

2. STAY IN YOUR SEATS.  No one is allowed to get up from his or her seat during class time unless you ask or are told to do so.  ALSO, the bell does not dismiss you, I do.  EVERYONE MUST BE SEATED in order to leave….Please push in your chairs before you go.

3. BE PREPARED.  You are no longer freshmen!  You must have all materials every single day!   

4. ATTENDANCE.  In order for me to teach you, you must be present at all times.  As it is my job to give you knowledge, it is your job to be here.  
As attendance in class is crucial to success, all students are expected to attend class regularly.  Irregular attendance will negatively affect a student’s grade. In accordance with district policy, any student with nine (9) or more unexcused absences per quarter or eighteen (18) or more unexcused absences per semester will result in an F grade for the quarter or semester.
5. TARDY POLICY.  All students are required to arrive on time to class.  This means you are in the door before the bell rings.  Any student arriving to class after the tardy bell and without a valid pass is tardy.

Incident 1= student stays after class for 1 minute
Incidents 2-3 = student stays after class for 3 minute and record into ABI
Incidents 4-5 = student stays after class for 5 minutes, record into ABI and parent contact

Incident 6 = student stays after class for 8 minutes, record into ABI, parent contact, and discipline referral sent to vice principal

NOTE:  It is the student’s responsibility to remember to stay after class.  Failure to do so is considered defiance, and a discipline referral will be sent to the vice principal.

PLEASE NOTE:  All work is due at the beginning of class; therefore, any student who arrives late without an excused pass means the work they turn in is NOW LATE.
6. Late Work and Make-Up Policy
All homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day it is assigned or it is late.
Late work will be accepted within in a 1 week with the penalty being up to ½ credit on given assignment.  Any other arrangements must be discussed with me.
7. Grading Policy…Grading Categories and weighted percentages are as follows:

· Major Assignments  (writing/projects)






45%

· Daily assignments (vocabulary worksheet, notebook check,  agenda check)
30%
· Tests/quizzes









15%
· Final Exam/Benchmark/extra credit






10%

	A= 90% - 100%
	B= 80% - 89%
	C= 70% - 79%
	D= 60% - 69%
	F= 0% – 59%


8. Plagiarism/Cheating: 
Students are expected, and will be held to the standard that they do their own work.  Cheating will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 

· 1st Offense:  Zero on the assignment, parent notification, referral to administration for entry into student’s file, detention.

· 2nd Offense: Zero on the assignment, parent notification, referral to administration for assignment of Saturday School, two week suspension from extra-curricular activities.

· 3rd Offense: F in class for that quarter, parent/student/teacher/administrator conference, and removal from all extra-curricular activities.
9. COMMUNITY SERVICE.  All students must complete eight hours of approved volunteer service at a not-for-profit organization and complete several related assignments.  Community service must be completed in accordance with the WUSD graduation policy.
10. MATERIALS FOR CLASS.  
You will need the following materials:  DUE IN CLASS BY _________
· USB flash drive

· A spiral bound notebook…you must have at least 180 pages or more.
· Glue stick or stapler or tape
· Binder paper WITHOUT FRINGE
· Blue or black pen, a pencil, and a highlighter  
  AND SOME EXTRA LITTLE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW…
1. EATING/DRINKING IN CLASS.  NO!!!!!  THIS INCLUDES GUM, CANDY, OPEN CANS…IF YOU HAVE A BOTTLE OF ANY SORT…IT MUST BE IN YOUR BACKPACK…I SHOULD NOT SEE IT AT ALL!!!!  If I catch you chewing gum, I will kindly ask you to throw it away outside of C building (due to our ant problem).
2. BEAUTIFICATION.  Everyone is beautiful.  If you don’t feel this way, make sure you do all your prim and propping outside of my classroom.  If I see any kind of makeup, mirrors, hairbrushes, lotion, nail polish, nail file, nail cutter, perfume, etc., it will be mine to keep for the entire school year.  Do not ask for it back, you know when to pick it up. 

3. Cell phones and non-allowed items must be kept turned off and out of sight or they will be confiscated and turned in to the office.    

4. WRITE NEATLY.  I will not accept any work I cannot read.  If your answer cannot be read, your answer will be marked wrong.  All tests must be written in pencil or NAVY BLUE OR BLACK INK.  Colored pens are unacceptable (unless we are editing a paper or grading).  All final essays must be double-spaced and typed. If you do not have a typewriter or computer SEE ME BEFORE YOUR ESSAY IS DUE so other options can be discussed.   No excuses.  Once again…you are no longer freshmen.

5. BATHROOM BREAK.  One at a time…sign out and in AND you must take the bathroom pass…the bathroom pass must be returned to the front of the classroom.  

6. QUESTIONS.  Having trouble with an assignment?  ASK!  During lunch or before or after school…LOOK FOR ME!  I will be happy to sit down and talk to you about an assignment or grade.  Do not ask me what your grade is during class time…I will ignore you!
Please have your child return this portion of the page to me.

Student Name: ________________________________
___________ (please print)

Parent Name: _________________________________________ (please print)

Best way to contact parent: (email address/phone numbers)

Is there anything you’d like me to know?

I have read the class syllabus for Ms. Mejia-Hays’ English 10 ELD class, 2013.

Parent signature: _________________________________

Date: __________________
