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The Republic 

By Plato 

Written 360 B.C.E 

Translated by Benjamin Jowett

From Book II

Socrates - GLAUCON 

With these words I was thinking that I had made an end of the discussion; but the end, in truth, proved to be only a 
beginning. For Glaucon, who is always the most pugnacious of men, was dissatisfied at Thrasymachus' retirement; he 
wanted to have the battle out. So he said to me: Socrates, do you wish really to persuade us, or only to seem to have 
persuaded us, that to be just is always better than to be unjust? 

I should wish really to persuade you, I replied, if I could. 
Then you certainly have not succeeded. Let me ask you now: --How would you arrange goods --are there not some 
which we welcome for their own sakes, and independently of their consequences, as, for example, harmless pleasures 
and enjoyments, which delight us at the time, although nothing follows from them? 

I agree in thinking that there is such a class, I replied. 
Is there not also a second class of goods, such as knowledge, sight, health, which are desirable not only in themselves, 
but also for their results? 

Certainly, I said. 
And would you not recognize a third class, such as gymnastic, and the care of the sick, and the physician's art; also the 
various ways of money-making --these do us good but we regard them as disagreeable; and no one would choose them 
for their own sakes, but only for the sake of some reward or result which flows from them? 

There is, I said, this third class also. But why do you ask? 
Because I want to know in which of the three classes you would place justice? 

In the highest class, I replied, --among those goods which he who would be happy desires both for their own sake and 
for the sake of their results. 

Then the many are of another mind; they think that justice is to be reckoned in the troublesome class, among goods 
which are to be pursued for the sake of rewards and of reputation, but in themselves are disagreeable and rather to be 
avoided. 

I know, I said, that this is their manner of thinking, and that this was the thesis which Thrasymachus was maintaining just
now, when he censured justice and praised injustice. But I am too stupid to be convinced by him. 

I wish, he said, that you would hear me as well as him, and then I shall see whether you and I agree. For Thrasymachus 
seems to me, like a snake, to have been charmed by your voice sooner than he ought to have been; but to my mind the 
nature of justice and injustice have not yet been made clear. Setting aside their rewards and results, I want to know 
what they are in themselves, and how they inwardly work in the soul. If you, please, then, I will revive the argument of 
Thrasymachus. And first I will speak of the nature and origin of justice according to the common view of them. Secondly,
I will show that all men who practice justice do so against their will, of necessity, but not as a good. And thirdly, I will 
argue that there is reason in this view, for the life of the unjust is after all better far than the life of the just --if what they
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say is true, Socrates, since I myself am not of their opinion. But still I acknowledge that I am perplexed when I hear the 
voices of Thrasymachus and myriads of others dinning in my ears; and, on the other hand, I have never yet heard the 
superiority of justice to injustice maintained by any one in a satisfactory way. I want to hear justice praised in respect of 
itself; then I shall be satisfied, and you are the person from whom I think that I am most likely to hear this; and therefore
I will praise the unjust life to the utmost of my power, and my manner of speaking will indicate the manner in which I 
desire to hear you too praising justice and censuring injustice. Will you say whether you approve of my proposal? 

Indeed I do; nor can I imagine any theme about which a man of sense would oftener wish to converse. 

I am delighted, he replied, to hear you say so, and shall begin by speaking, as I proposed, of the nature and origin of 
justice. 

Glaucon 

They say that to do injustice is, by nature, good; to suffer injustice, evil; but that the evil is greater than the good. And so
when men have both done and suffered injustice and have had experience of both, not being able to avoid the one and 
obtain the other, they think that they had better agree among themselves to have neither; hence there arise laws and 
mutual covenants; and that which is ordained by law is termed by them lawful and just. This they affirm to be the origin 
and nature of justice; --it is a mean or compromise, between the best of all, which is to do injustice and not be punished,
and the worst of all, which is to suffer injustice without the power of retaliation; and justice, being at a middle point 
between the two, is tolerated not as a good, but as the lesser evil, and honored by reason of the inability of men to do 
injustice. For no man who is worthy to be called a man would ever submit to such an agreement if he were able to 
resist; he would be mad if he did. Such is the received account, Socrates, of the nature and origin of justice. 

Now that those who practice justice do so involuntarily and because they have not the power to be unjust will best 
appear if we imagine something of this kind: having given both to the just and the unjust power to do what they will, let 
us watch and see whither desire will lead them; then we shall discover in the very act the just and unjust man to be 
proceeding along the same road, following their interest, which all natures deem to be their good, and are only diverted 
into the path of justice by the force of law. The liberty which we are supposing may be most completely given to them in
the form of such a power as is said to have been possessed by Gyges the ancestor of Croesus the Lydian. According to 
the tradition, Gyges was a shepherd in the service of the king of Lydia; there was a great storm, and an earthquake made
an opening in the earth at the place where he was feeding his flock. Amazed at the sight, he descended into the 
opening, where, among other marvels, he beheld a hollow brazen horse, having doors, at which he stooping and looking 
in saw a dead body of stature, as appeared to him, more than human, and having nothing on but a gold ring; this he took
from the finger of the dead and rescinded. Now the shepherds met together, according to custom, that they might send 
their monthly report about the flocks to the king; into their assembly he came having the ring on his finger, and as he 
was sitting among them he chanced to turn the collet of the ring inside his hand, when instantly he became invisible to 
the rest of the company and they began to speak of him as if he were no longer present. He was astonished at this, and 
again touching the ring he turned the collet outwards and reappeared; he made several trials of the ring, and always 
with the same result-when he turned the collet inwards he became invisible, when outwards he reappeared. 
Whereupon he contrived to be chosen one of the messengers who were sent to the court; where as soon as he arrived 
he seduced the queen, and with her help conspired against the king and slew him, and took the kingdom. Suppose now 
that there were two such magic rings, and the just put on one of them and the unjust the other;, no man can be 
imagined to be of such an iron nature that he would stand fast in justice. No man would keep his hands off what was not
his own when he could safely take what he liked out of the market, or go into houses and lie with any one at his 
pleasure, or kill or release from prison whom he would, and in all respects be like a God among men. Then the actions of
the just would be as the actions of the unjust; they would both come at last to the same point. And this we may truly 
affirm to be a great proof that a man is just, not willingly or because he thinks that justice is any good to him individually,
but of necessity, for wherever any one thinks that he can safely be unjust, there he is unjust. For all men believe in their 
hearts that injustice is far more profitable to the individual than justice, and he who argues as I have been supposing, 
will say that they are right. If you could imagine any one obtaining this power of becoming invisible, and never doing any
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wrong or touching what was another's, he would be thought by the lookers-on to be a most wretched idiot, although 
they would praise him to one another's faces, and keep up appearances with one another from a fear that they too 
might suffer injustice. Enough of this. 

Now, if we are to form a real judgment of the life of the just and unjust, we must isolate them; there is no other way; 
and how is the isolation to be effected? I answer: Let the unjust man be entirely unjust, and the just man entirely just; 
nothing is to be taken away from either of them, and both are to be perfectly furnished for the work of their respective 
lives. First, let the unjust be like other distinguished masters of craft; like the skilful pilot or physician, who knows 
intuitively his own powers and keeps within their limits, and who, if he fails at any point, is able to recover himself. So let
the unjust make his unjust attempts in the right way, and lie hidden if he means to be great in his injustice (he who is 
found out is nobody): for the highest reach of injustice is: to be deemed just when you are not. Therefore I say that in 
the perfectly unjust man we must assume the most perfect injustice; there is to be no deduction, but we must allow 
him, while doing the most unjust acts, to have acquired the greatest reputation for justice. If he have taken a false step 
he must be able to recover himself; he must be one who can speak with effect, if any of his deeds come to light, and 
who can force his way where force is required his courage and strength, and command of money and friends. And at his 
side let us place the just man in his nobleness and simplicity, wishing, as Aeschylus says, to be and not to seem good. 
There must be no seeming, for if he seem to be just he will be honored and rewarded, and then we shall not know 
whether he is just for the sake of justice or for the sake of honors and rewards; therefore, let him be clothed in justice 
only, and have no other covering; and he must be imagined in a state of life the opposite of the former. Let him be the 
best of men, and let him be thought the worst; then he will have been put to the proof; and we shall see whether he will
be affected by the fear of infamy and its consequences. And let him continue thus to the hour of death; being just and 
seeming to be unjust. When both have reached the uttermost extreme, the one of justice and the other of injustice, let 
judgment be given which of them is the happier of the two. 

Socrates - GLAUCON 

Heavens! My dear Glaucon, I said, how energetically you polish them up for the decision, first one and then the other, as
if they were two statues. 

I do my best, he said. And now that we know what they are like there is no difficulty in tracing out the sort of life which 
awaits either of them. This I will proceed to describe; but as you may think the description a little too coarse, I ask you to
suppose, Socrates, that the words which follow are not mine. --Let me put them into the mouths of the eulogists of 
injustice: They will tell you that the just man who is thought unjust will be scourged, racked, bound --will have his eyes 
burnt out; and, at last, after suffering every kind of evil, he will be impaled: Then he will understand that he ought to 
seem only, and not to be, just; the words of Aeschylus may be more truly spoken of the unjust than of the just. For the 
unjust is pursuing a reality; he does not live with a view to appearances --he wants to be really unjust and not to seem 
only:-- 

His mind has a soil deep and fertile, 
Out of which spring his prudent counsels. In the first place, he is thought just, and therefore bears rule in the city; he can
marry whom he will, and give in marriage to whom he will; also he can trade and deal where he likes, and always to his 
own advantage, because he has no misgivings about injustice and at every contest, whether in public or private, he gets 
the better of his antagonists, and gains at their expense, and is rich, and out of his gains he can benefit his friends, and 
harm his enemies; moreover, he can offer sacrifices, and dedicate gifts to the gods abundantly and magnificently, and 
can honor the gods or any man whom he wants to honor in a far better style than the just, and therefore he is likely to 
be dearer than they are to the gods. And thus, Socrates, gods and men are said to unite in making the life of the unjust 
better than the life of the just. 

Adeimantus -SOCRATES 

I was going to say something in answer to Glaucon, when Adeimantus, his brother, interposed: Socrates, he said, you do 
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not suppose that there is nothing more to be urged? 

Why, what else is there? I answered. 
The strongest point of all has not been even mentioned, he replied. 
Well, then, according to the proverb, 'Let brother help brother' --if he fails in any part do you assist him; although I must 
confess that Glaucon has already said quite enough to lay me in the dust, and take from me the power of helping justice.

Adeimantus 

Nonsense, he replied. But let me add something more: There is another side to Glaucon's argument about the praise 
and censure of justice and injustice, which is equally required in order to bring out what I believe to be his meaning. 
Parents and tutors are always telling their sons and their wards that they are to be just; but why? Not for the sake of 
justice, but for the sake of character and reputation; in the hope of obtaining for him who is reputed just some of those 
offices, marriages, and the like which Glaucon has enumerated among the advantages accruing to the unjust from the 
reputation of justice. More, however, is made of appearances by this class of persons than by the others; for they throw 
in the good opinion of the gods, and will tell you of a shower of benefits which the heavens, as they say, rain upon the 
pious; and this accords with the testimony of the noble Hesiod and Homer, the first of whom says, that the gods make 
the oaks of the just-- 

To hear acorns at their summit, and bees I the middle; 
And the sheep the bowed down bowed the with the their fleeces. And many other blessings of a like kind are provided 
for them. And Homer has a very similar strain; for he speaks of one whose fame is-- 

As the fame of some blameless king who, like a god, 
Maintains justice to whom the black earth brings forth 
Wheat and barley, whose trees are bowed with fruit, 
And his sheep never fail to bear, and the sea gives him fish. Still grander are the gifts of heaven which Musaeus and his 
son vouchsafe to the just; they take them down into the world below, where they have the saints lying on couches at a 
feast, everlastingly drunk, crowned with garlands; their idea seems to be that an immortality of drunkenness is the 
highest mead of virtue. Some extend their rewards yet further; the posterity, as they say, of the faithful and just shall 
survive to the third and fourth generation. This is the style in which they praise justice. But about the wicked there is 
another strain; they bury them in a slough in Hades, and make them carry water in a sieve; also while they are yet living 
they bring them to infamy, and inflict upon them the punishments which Glaucon described as the portion of the just 
who are reputed to be unjust; nothing else does their invention supply. Such is their manner of praising the one and 
censuring the other. 

Once more, Socrates, I will ask you to consider another way of speaking about justice and injustice, which is not confined
to the poets, but is found in prose writers. The universal voice of mankind is always declaring that justice and virtue are 
honorable, but grievous and toilsome; and that the pleasures of vice and injustice are easy of attainment, and are only 
censured by law and opinion. They say also that honesty is for the most part less profitable than dishonesty; and they 
are quite ready to call wicked men happy, and to honor them both in public and private when they are rich or in any 
other way influential, while they despise and overlook those who may be weak and poor, even though acknowledging 
them to be better than the others. But most extraordinary of all is their mode of speaking about virtue and the gods: 
they say that the gods apportion calamity and misery to many good men, and good and happiness to the wicked. And 
mendicant prophets go to rich men's doors and persuade them that they have a power committed to them by the gods 
of making an atonement for a man's own or his ancestor's sins by sacrifices or charms, with rejoicings and feasts; and 
they promise to harm an enemy, whether just or unjust, at a small cost; with magic arts and incantations binding 
heaven, as they say, to execute their will. And the poets are the authorities to whom they appeal, now smoothing the 
path of vice with the words of Hesiod; -- 

Vice may be had in abundance without trouble; the way is smooth and her dwelling-place is near. But before virtue the 
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gods have set toil, and a tedious and uphill road: then citing Homer as a witness that the gods may be influenced by 
men; for he also says: 

The gods, too, may he turned from their purpose; and men pray to them and avert their wrath by sacrifices and soothing
entreaties, and by libations and the odor of fat, when they have sinned and transgressed. And they produce a host of 
books written by Musaeus and Orpheus, who were children of the Moon and the Muses --that is what they say --
according to which they perform their ritual, and persuade not only individuals, but whole cities, that expiations and 
atonements for sin may be made by sacrifices and amusements which fill a vacant hour, and are equally at the service of
the living and the dead; the latter sort they call mysteries, and they redeem us from the pains of hell, but if we neglect 
them no one knows what awaits us. 

He proceeded: And now when the young hear all this said about virtue and vice, and the way in which gods and men 
regard them, how are their minds likely to be affected, my dear Socrates, --those of them, I mean, who are quick-witted,
and, like bees on the wing, light on every flower, and from all that they hear are prone to draw conclusions as to what 
manner of persons they should be and in what way they should walk if they would make the best of life? Probably the 
youth will say to himself in the words of Pindar-- 

Can I by justice or by crooked ways of deceit ascend a loftier tower which may he a fortress to me all my days? For what 
men say is that, if I am really just and am not also thought just profit there is none, but the pain and loss on the other 
hand are unmistakable. But if, though unjust, I acquire the reputation of justice, a heavenly life is promised to me. Since 
then, as philosophers prove, appearance tyrannizes over truth and is lord of happiness, to appearance I must devote 
myself. I will describe around me a picture and shadow of virtue to be the vestibule and exterior of my house; behind I 
will trail the subtle and crafty fox, as Archilochus, greatest of sages, recommends. But I hear some one exclaiming that 
the concealment of wickedness is often difficult; to which I answer, nothing great is easy. Nevertheless, the argument 
indicates this, if we would be happy, to be the path along which we should proceed. With a view to concealment we will 
establish secret brotherhoods and political clubs. And there are professors of rhetoric who teach the art of persuading 
courts and assemblies; and so, partly by persuasion and partly by force, I shall make unlawful gains and not be punished.
Still I hear a voice saying that the gods cannot be deceived, neither can they be compelled. But what if there are no 
gods? or, suppose them to have no care of human things --why in either case should we mind about concealment? And 
even if there are gods, and they do care about us, yet we know of them only from tradition and the genealogies of the 
poets; and these are the very persons who say that they may be influenced and turned by 'sacrifices and soothing 
entreaties and by offerings.' Let us be consistent then, and believe both or neither. If the poets speak truly, why then we
had better be unjust, and offer of the fruits of injustice; for if we are just, although we may escape the vengeance of 
heaven, we shall lose the gains of injustice; but, if we are unjust, we shall keep the gains, and by our sinning and praying,
and praying and sinning, the gods will be propitiated, and we shall not be punished. 'But there is a world below in which 
either we or our posterity will suffer for our unjust deeds.' Yes, my friend, will be the reflection, but there are mysteries 
and atoning deities, and these have great power. That is what mighty cities declare; and the children of the gods, who 
were their poets and prophets, bear a like testimony. 

On what principle, then, shall we any longer choose justice rather than the worst injustice? when, if we only unite the 
latter with a deceitful regard to appearances, we shall fare to our mind both with gods and men, in life and after death, 
as the most numerous and the highest authorities tell us. Knowing all this, Socrates, how can a man who has any 
superiority of mind or person or rank or wealth, be willing to honor justice; or indeed to refrain from laughing when he 
hears justice praised? And even if there should be some one who is able to disprove the truth of my words, and who is 
satisfied that justice is best, still he is not angry with the unjust, but is very ready to forgive them, because he also knows
that men are not just of their own free will; unless, peradventure, there be some one whom the divinity within him may 
have inspired with a hatred of injustice, or who has attained knowledge of the truth --but no other man. He only blames 
injustice who, owing to cowardice or age or some weakness, has not the power of being unjust. And this is proved by the
fact that when he obtains the power, he immediately becomes unjust as far as he can be. 

The cause of all this, Socrates, was indicated by us at the beginning of the argument, when my brother and I told you 
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how astonished we were to find that of all the professing panegyrists of justice --beginning with the ancient heroes of 
whom any memorial has been preserved to us, and ending with the men of our own time --no one has ever blamed 
injustice or praised justice except with a view to the glories, honors, and benefits which flow from them. No one has 
ever adequately described either in verse or prose the true essential nature of either of them abiding in the soul, and 
invisible to any human or divine eye; or shown that of all the things of a man's soul which he has within him, justice is 
the greatest good, and injustice the greatest evil. Had this been the universal strain, had you sought to persuade us of 
this from our youth upwards, we should not have been on the watch to keep one another from doing wrong, but every 
one would have been his own watchman, because afraid, if he did wrong, of harboring in himself the greatest of evils. I 
dare say that Thrasymachus and others would seriously hold the language which I have been merely repeating, and 
words even stronger than these about justice and injustice, grossly, as I conceive, perverting their true nature. But I 
speak in this vehement manner, as I must frankly confess to you, because I want to hear from you the opposite side; and
I would ask you to show not only the superiority which justice has over injustice, but what effect they have on the 
possessor of them which makes the one to be a good and the other an evil to him. And please, as Glaucon requested of 
you, to exclude reputations; for unless you take away from each of them his true reputation and add on the false, we 
shall say that you do not praise justice, but the appearance of it; we shall think that you are only exhorting us to keep 
injustice dark, and that you really agree with Thrasymachus in thinking that justice is another's good and the interest of 
the stronger, and that injustice is a man's own profit and interest, though injurious to the weaker. Now as you have 
admitted that justice is one of that highest class of goods which are desired indeed for their results, but in a far greater 
degree for their own sakes --like sight or hearing or knowledge or health, or any other real and natural and not merely 
conventional good --I would ask you in your praise of justice to regard one point only: I mean the essential good and evil 
which justice and injustice work in the possessors of them. Let others praise justice and censure injustice, magnifying the
rewards and honors of the one and abusing the other; that is a manner of arguing which, coming from them, I am ready 
to tolerate, but from you who have spent your whole life in the consideration of this question, unless I hear the contrary 
from your own lips, I expect something better. And therefore, I say, not only prove to us that justice is better than 
injustice, but show what they either of them do to the possessor of them, which makes the one to be a good and the 
other an evil, whether seen or unseen by gods and men. 

Socrates - ADEIMANTUS 

I had always admired the genius of Glaucon and Adeimantus, but on hearing these words I was quite delighted, and said:
Sons of an illustrious father, that was not a bad beginning of the Elegiac verses which the admirer of Glaucon made in 
honor of you after you had distinguished yourselves at the battle of Megara:-- 

'Sons of Ariston,' he sang, 'divine offspring of an illustrious hero.' The epithet is very appropriate, for there is something 
truly divine in being able to argue as you have done for the superiority of injustice, and remaining unconvinced by your 
own arguments. And I do believe that you are not convinced --this I infer from your general character, for had I judged 
only from your speeches I should have mistrusted you. But now, the greater my confidence in you, the greater is my 
difficulty in knowing what to say. For I am in a strait between two; on the one hand I feel that I am unequal to the task; 
and my inability is brought home to me by the fact that you were not satisfied with the answer which I made to 
Thrasymachus, proving, as I thought, the superiority which justice has over injustice. And yet I cannot refuse to help, 
while breath and speech remain to me; I am afraid that there would be an impiety in being present when justice is evil 
spoken of and not lifting up a hand in her defense. And therefore I had best give such help as I can. 

Glaucon and the rest entreated me by all means not to let the question drop, but to proceed in the investigation. They 
wanted to arrive at the truth, first, about the nature of justice and injustice, and secondly, about their relative 
advantages. I told them, what I --really thought, that the enquiry would be of a serious nature, and would require very 
good eyes. Seeing then, I said, that we are no great wits, I think that we had better adopt a method which I may 
illustrate thus; suppose that a short-sighted person had been asked by some one to read small letters from a distance; 
and it occurred to some one else that they might be found in another place which was larger and in which the letters 
were larger --if they were the same and he could read the larger letters first, and then proceed to the lesser --this would 
have been thought a rare piece of good fortune. 
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Very true, said Adeimantus; but how does the illustration apply to our enquiry? 

I will tell you, I replied; justice, which is the subject of our enquiry, is, as you know, sometimes spoken of as the virtue of 
an individual, and sometimes as the virtue of a State. 

True, he replied. 
And is not a State larger than an individual? 
It is. 
Then in the larger the quantity of justice is likely to be larger and more easily discernible. I propose therefore that we 
enquire into the nature of justice and injustice, first as they appear in the State, and secondly in the individual, 
proceeding from the greater to the lesser and comparing them. 

That, he said, is an excellent proposal. 
And if we imagine the State in process of creation, we shall see the justice and injustice of the State in process of 
creation also. 

I dare say. 
When the State is completed there may be a hope that the object of our search will be more easily discovered. 

Yes, far more easily. 
But ought we to attempt to construct one? I said; for to do so, as I am inclined to think, will be a very serious task. 
Reflect therefore. 

I have reflected, said Adeimantus, and am anxious that you should proceed. 

A State, I said, arises, as I conceive, out of the needs of mankind; no one is self-sufficing, but all of us have many wants. 
Can any other origin of a State be imagined? 

There can I be no other. 
Then, as we have many wants, and many persons are needed to supply them, one takes a helper for one purpose and 
another for another; and when these partners and helpers are gathered together in one habitation the body of 
inhabitants is termed a State. 

True, he said. 
And they exchange with one another, and one gives, and another receives, under the idea that the exchange will be for 
their good. 

Very true. 
Then, I said, let us begin and create in idea a State; and yet the true creator is necessity, who is the mother of our 
invention. 

Of course, he replied. 
Now the first and greatest of necessities is food, which is the condition of life and existence. 

Certainly. 
The second is a dwelling, and the third clothing and the like. 
True. 
And now let us see how our city will be able to supply this great demand: We may suppose that one man is a 
husbandman, another a builder, some one else a weaver --shall we add to them a shoemaker, or perhaps some other 
purveyor to our bodily wants? 
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Quite right. 
The barest notion of a State must include four or five men. 
Clearly. 
And how will they proceed? Will each bring the result of his labors into a common stock? --the individual husbandman, 
for example, producing for four, and laboring four times as long and as much as he need in the provision of food with 
which he supplies others as well as himself; or will he have nothing to do with others and not be at the trouble of 
producing for them, but provide for himself alone a fourth of the food in a fourth of the time, and in the remaining 
three-fourths of his time be employed in making a house or a coat or a pair of shoes, having no partnership with others, 
but supplying himself all his own wants? 

Adeimantus thought that he should aim at producing food only and not at producing everything. 

Probably, I replied, that would be the better way; and when I hear you say this, I am myself reminded that we are not all 
alike; there are diversities of natures among us which are adapted to different occupations. 

Very true. 
And will you have a work better done when the workman has many occupations, or when he has only one? 

When he has only one. 
Further, there can be no doubt that a work is spoilt when not done at the right time? 

No doubt. 
For business is not disposed to wait until the doer of the business is at leisure; but the doer must follow up what he is 
doing, and make the business his first object. 

He must. 
And if so, we must infer that all things are produced more plentifully and easily and of a better quality when one man 
does one thing which is natural to him and does it at the right time, and leaves other things. 

Undoubtedly.. 
Then more than four citizens will be required; for the husbandman will not make his own plough or mattock, or other 
implements of agriculture, if they are to be good for anything. Neither will the builder make his tools --and he too needs 
many; and in like manner the weaver and shoemaker. 

True. 
Then carpenters, and smiths, and many other artisans, will be sharers in our little State, which is already beginning to 
grow? 

True. 
Yet even if we add neat herds, shepherds, and other herdsmen, in order that our husbandmen may have oxen to plough 
with, and builders as well as husbandmen may have draught cattle, and curriers and weavers fleeces and hides, --still 
our State will not be very large. 

That is true; yet neither will it be a very small State which contains all these. 

Then, again, there is the situation of the city --to find a place where nothing need be imported is well-nigh impossible. 

Impossible. 
Then there must be another class of citizens who will bring the required supply from another city? 
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There must. 
But if the trader goes empty-handed, having nothing which they require who would supply his need, he will come back 
empty-handed. 

That is certain. 
And therefore what they produce at home must be not only enough for themselves, but such both in quantity and 
quality as to accommodate those from whom their wants are supplied. 

Very true. 
Then more husbandmen and more artisans will be required? 
They will. 
Not to mention the importers and exporters, who are called merchants? 

Yes. 
Then we shall want merchants? 
We shall. 
And if merchandise is to be carried over the sea, skilful sailors will also be needed, and in considerable numbers? 

Yes, in considerable numbers. 
Then, again, within the city, how will they exchange their productions? To secure such an exchange was, as you will 
remember, one of our principal objects when we formed them into a society and constituted a State. 

Clearly they will buy and sell. 
Then they will need a market-place, and a money-token for purposes of exchange. 

Certainly. 
Suppose now that a husbandman, or an artisan, brings some production to market, and he comes at a time when there 
is no one to exchange with him, --is he to leave his calling and sit idle in the market-place? 

Not at all; he will find people there who, seeing the want, undertake the office of salesmen. In well-ordered States they 
are commonly those who are the weakest in bodily strength, and therefore of little use for any other purpose; their duty
is to be in the market, and to give money in exchange for goods to those who desire to sell and to take money from 
those who desire to buy. 

This want, then, creates a class of retail-traders in our State. Is not 'retailer' the term which is applied to those who sit in 
the market-place engaged in buying and selling, while those who wander from one city to another are called merchants?

Yes, he said. 
And there is another class of servants, who are intellectually hardly on the level of companionship; still they have plenty 
of bodily strength for labor, which accordingly they sell, and are called, if I do not mistake, hirelings, hire being the name 
which is given to the price of their labor. 

True. 
Then hirelings will help to make up our population? 
Yes. 
And now, Adeimantus, is our State matured and perfected? 
I think so. 
Where, then, is justice, and where is injustice, and in what part of the State did they spring up? 

Probably in the dealings of these citizens with one another. Cannot imagine that they are more likely to be found 
anywhere else. 
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I dare say that you are right in your suggestion, I said; we had better think the matter out, and not shrink from the 
enquiry. 

Let us then consider, first of all, what will be their way of life, now that we have thus established them. Will they not 
produce corn, and wine, and clothes, and shoes, and build houses for themselves? And when they are housed, they will 
work, in summer, commonly, stripped and barefoot, but in winter substantially clothed and shod. They will feed on 
barley-meal and flour of wheat, baking and kneading them, making noble cakes and loaves; these they will serve up on a
mat of reeds or on clean leaves, themselves reclining the while upon beds strewn with yew or myrtle. And they and their
children will feast, drinking of the wine which they have made, wearing garlands on their heads, and hymning the 
praises of the gods, in happy converse with one another. And they will take care that their families do not exceed their 
means; having an eye to poverty or war. 

Stop
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Start:

Socrates - GLAUCON 

But, said Glaucon, interposing, you have not given them a relish to their meal. 

True, I replied, I had forgotten; of course they must have a relish-salt, and olives, and cheese, and they will boil roots and
herbs such as country people prepare; for a dessert we shall give them figs, and peas, and beans; and they will roast 
myrtle-berries and acorns at the fire, drinking in moderation. And with such a diet they may be expected to live in peace 
and health to a good old age, and bequeath a similar life to their children after them. 

Yes, Socrates, he said, and if you were providing for a city of pigs, how else would you feed the beasts? 

But what would you have, Glaucon? I replied. 
Why, he said, you should give them the ordinary conveniences of life. People who are to be comfortable are accustomed
to lie on sofas, and dine off tables, and they should have sauces and sweets in the modern style. 

Yes, I said, now I understand: the question which you would have me consider is, not only how a State, but how a 
luxurious State is created; and possibly there is no harm in this, for in such a State we shall be more likely to see how 
justice and injustice originate. In my opinion the true and healthy constitution of the State is the one which I have 
described. But if you wish also to see a State at fever heat, I have no objection. For I suspect that many will not be 
satisfied with the simpler way of way They will be for adding sofas, and tables, and other furniture; also dainties, and 
perfumes, and incense, and courtesans, and cakes, all these not of one sort only, but in every variety; we must go 
beyond the necessaries of which I was at first speaking, such as houses, and clothes, and shoes: the arts of the painter 
and the embroiderer will have to be set in motion, and gold and ivory and all sorts of materials must be procured. 

True, he said. 
Then we must enlarge our borders; for the original healthy State is no longer sufficient. Now will the city have to fill and 
swell with a multitude of callings which are not required by any natural want; such as the whole tribe of hunters and 
actors, of whom one large class have to do with forms and colors; another will be the votaries of music --poets and their 
attendant train of rhapsodists, players, dancers, contractors; also makers of divers kinds of articles, including women's 
dresses. And we shall want more servants. Will not tutors be also in request, and nurses wet and dry, tire women and 
barbers, as well as confectioners and cooks; and swineherds, too, who were not needed and therefore had no place in 
the former edition of our State, but are needed now? They must not be forgotten: and there will be animals of many 
other kinds, if people eat them. 

Certainly. 
And living in this way we shall have much greater need of physicians than before? 

Much greater. 
And the country which was enough to support the original inhabitants will be too small now, and not enough? 

Quite true. 
Then a slice of our neighbors’ land will be wanted by us for pasture and tillage, and they will want a slice of ours, if, like 
ourselves, they exceed the limit of necessity, and give themselves up to the unlimited accumulation of wealth? 
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That, Socrates, will be inevitable. 
And so we shall go to war, Glaucon. Shall we not? 
Most certainly, he replied. 
Then without determining as yet whether war does good or harm, thus much we may affirm, that now we have 
discovered war to be derived from causes which are also the causes of almost all the evils in States, private as well as 
public. 

Undoubtedly. 
And our State must once more enlarge; and this time the will be nothing short of a whole army, which will have to go 
out and fight with the invaders for all that we have, as well as for the things and persons whom we were describing 
above. 

Why? he said; are they not capable of defending themselves? 
No, I said; not if we were right in the principle which was acknowledged by all of us when we were framing the State: the
principle, as you will remember, was that one man cannot practice many arts with success. 

Very true, he said. 
But is not war an art? 
Certainly. 
And an art requiring as much attention as shoemaking? 
Quite true. 
And the shoemaker was not allowed by us to be husbandman, or a weaver, a builder --in order that we might have our 
shoes well made; but to him and to every other worker was assigned one work for which he was by nature fitted, and at 
that he was to continue working all his life long and at no other; he was not to let opportunities slip, and then he would 
become a good workman. Now nothing can be more important than that the work of a soldier should be well done. But 
is war an art so easily acquired that a man may be a warrior who is also a husbandman, or shoemaker, or other artisan; 
although no one in the world would be a good dice or draught player who merely took up the game as a recreation, and 
had not from his earliest years devoted himself to this and nothing else? 

No tools will make a man a skilled workman, or master of defense, nor be of any use to him who has not learned how to 
handle them, and has never bestowed any attention upon them. How then will he who takes up a shield or other 
implement of war become a good fighter all in a day, whether with heavy-armed or any other kind of troops? 

Yes, he said, the tools which would teach men their own use would be beyond price. 

And the higher the duties of the guardian, I said, the more time, and skill, and art, and application will be needed by 
him? 

No doubt, he replied. 
Will he not also require natural aptitude for his calling? 
Certainly. 
Then it will be our duty to select, if we can, natures which are fitted for the task of guarding the city? 
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It will. 
And the selection will be no easy matter, I said; but we must be brave and do our best. 

We must. 
Is not the noble youth very like a well-bred dog in respect of guarding and watching? 

What do you mean? 
I mean that both of them ought to be quick to see, and swift to overtake the enemy when they see him; and strong too 
if, when they have caught him, they have to fight with him. 

All these qualities, he replied, will certainly be required by them. 
Well, and your guardian must be brave if he is to fight well? 
Certainly. 
And is he likely to be brave who has no spirit, whether horse or dog or any other animal? Have you never observed how 
invincible and unconquerable is spirit and how the presence of it makes the soul of any creature to be absolutely 
fearless and indomitable? 

I have. 
Then now we have a clear notion of the bodily qualities which are required in the guardian. 

True. 
And also of the mental ones; his soul is to be full of spirit? 
Yes. 
But are not these spirited natures apt to be savage with one another, and with everybody else? 

A difficulty by no means easy to overcome, he replied. 
Whereas, I said, they ought to be dangerous to their enemies, and gentle to their friends; if not, they will destroy 
themselves without waiting for their enemies to destroy them. 

True, he said. 
What is to be done then? I said; how shall we find a gentle nature which has also a great spirit, for the one is the 
contradiction of the other? 

True. 
He will not be a good guardian who is wanting in either of these two qualities; and yet the combination of them appears 
to be impossible; and hence we must infer that to be a good guardian is impossible. 

I am afraid that what you say is true, he replied. 
Here feeling perplexed I began to think over what had preceded. My friend, I said, no wonder that we are in a perplexity;
for we have lost sight of the image which we had before us. 

What do you mean? he said. 
I mean to say that there do exist natures gifted with those opposite qualities. 
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And where do you find them? 
Many animals, I replied, furnish examples of them; our friend the dog is a very good one: you know that well-bred dogs 
are perfectly gentle to their familiars and acquaintances, and the reverse to strangers. 

Yes, I know. 
Then there is nothing impossible or out of the order of nature in our finding a guardian who has a similar combination of
qualities? 

Certainly not. 
Would not he who is fitted to be a guardian, besides the spirited nature, need to have the qualities of a philosopher? 

I do not apprehend your meaning. 
The trait of which I am speaking, I replied, may be also seen in the dog, and is remarkable in the animal. 

What trait? 
Why, a dog, whenever he sees a stranger, is angry; when an acquaintance, he welcomes him, although the one has 
never done him any harm, nor the other any good. Did this never strike you as curious? 

The matter never struck me before; but I quite recognize the truth of your remark. 

And surely this instinct of the dog is very charming; --your dog is a true philosopher. 

Why? 
Why, because he distinguishes the face of a friend and of an enemy only by the criterion of knowing and not knowing. 
And must not an animal be a lover of learning who determines what he likes and dislikes by the test of knowledge and 
ignorance? 

Most assuredly. 
And is not the love of learning the love of wisdom, which is philosophy? 

They are the same, he replied. 
And may we not say confidently of man also, that he who is likely to be gentle to his friends and acquaintances, must by 
nature be a lover of wisdom and knowledge? 

That we may safely affirm. 
Then he who is to be a really good and noble guardian of the State will require to unite in himself philosophy and spirit 
and swiftness and strength? 

Undoubtedly. 
Then we have found the desired natures; and now that we have found them, how are they to be reared and educated? 
Is not this enquiry which may be expected to throw light on the greater enquiry which is our final end --How do justice 
and injustice grow up in States? for we do not want either to omit what is to the point or to draw out the argument to 
an inconvenient length. 



18

Socrates - ADEIMANTUS 

Adeimantus thought that the enquiry would be of great service to us. 
Then, I said, my dear friend, the task must not be given up, even if somewhat long. 

Certainly not. 
Come then, and let us pass a leisure hour in story-telling, and our story shall be the education of our heroes. 

By all means. 
And what shall be their education? Can we find a better than the traditional sort? --and this has two divisions, gymnastic
for the body, and music for the soul. 

True. 
Shall we begin education with music, and go on to gymnastic afterwards? 

By all means. 
And when you speak of music, do you include literature or not? 
I do. 
And literature may be either true or false? 
Yes. 
And the young should be trained in both kinds, and we begin with the false? 

I do not understand your meaning, he said. 
You know, I said, that we begin by telling children stories which, though not wholly destitute of truth, are in the main 
fictitious; and these stories are told them when they are not of an age to learn gymnastics. 

Very true. 
That was my meaning when I said that we must teach music before gymnastics. 

Quite right, he said. 
You know also that the beginning is the most important part of any work, especially in the case of a young and tender 
thing; for that is the time at which the character is being formed and the desired impression is more readily taken. 

Quite true. 
And shall we just carelessly allow children to hear any casual tales which may be devised by casual persons, and to 
receive into their minds ideas for the most part the very opposite of those which we should wish them to have when 
they are grown up? 

We cannot. 
Then the first thing will be to establish a censorship of the writers of fiction, and let the censors receive any tale of 
fiction which is good, and reject the bad; and we will desire mothers and nurses to tell their children the authorized ones
only. Let them fashion the mind with such tales, even more fondly than they mould the body with their hands; but most 
of those which are now in use must be discarded. 
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Of what tales are you speaking? he said. 
You may find a model of the lesser in the greater, I said; for they are necessarily of the same type, and there is the same 
spirit in both of them. 

Very likely, he replied; but I do not as yet know what you would term the greater. 

Those, I said, which are narrated by Homer and Hesiod, and the rest of the poets, who have ever been the great story-
tellers of mankind. 

But which stories do you mean, he said; and what fault do you find with them? 

A fault which is most serious, I said; the fault of telling a lie, and, what is more, a bad lie. 

But when is this fault committed? 
Whenever an erroneous representation is made of the nature of gods and heroes, --as when a painter paints a portrait 
not having the shadow of a likeness to the original. 

Yes, he said, that sort of thing is certainly very blamable; but what are the stories which you mean? 

First of all, I said, there was that greatest of all lies, in high places, which the poet told about Uranus, and which was a 
bad lie too, --I mean what Hesiod says that Uranus did, and how Cronus retaliated on him. The doings of Cronus, and the
sufferings which in turn his son inflicted upon him, even if they were true, ought certainly not to be lightly told to young 
and thoughtless persons; if possible, they had better be buried in silence. But if there is an absolute necessity for their 
mention, a chosen few might hear them in a mystery, and they should sacrifice not a common [Eleusinian] pig, but some
huge and unprocurable victim; and then the number of the hearers will be very few indeed. 

Why, yes, said he, those stories are extremely objectionable. 
Yes, Adeimantus, they are stories not to be repeated in our State; the young man should not be told that in committing 
the worst of crimes he is far from doing anything outrageous; and that even if he chastises his father when does wrong, 
in whatever manner, he will only be following the example of the first and greatest among the gods. 

I entirely agree with you, he said; in my opinion those stories are quite unfit to be repeated. 

Neither, if we mean our future guardians to regard the habit of quarrelling among themselves as of all things the basest, 
should any word be said to them of the wars in heaven, and of the plots and fighting of the gods against one another, for
they are not true. No, we shall never mention the battles of the giants, or let them be embroidered on garments; and we
shall be silent about the innumerable other quarrels of gods and heroes with their friends and relatives. If they would 
only believe us we would tell them that quarrelling is unholy, and that never up to this time has there been any, quarrel 
between citizens; this is what old men and old women should begin by telling children; and when they grow up, the 
poets also should be told to compose for them in a similar spirit. But the narrative of Hephaestus binding Here his 
mother, or how on another occasion Zeus sent him flying for taking her part when she was being beaten, and all the 
battles of the gods in Homer --these tales must not be admitted into our State, whether they are supposed to have an 
allegorical meaning or not. For a young person cannot judge what is allegorical and what is literal; anything that he 
receives into his mind at that age is likely to become indelible and unalterable; and therefore it is most important that 
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the tales which the young first hear should be models of virtuous thoughts. 

There you are right, he replied; but if any one asks where are such models to be found and of what tales are you 
speaking --how shall we answer him? 

I said to him, You and I, Adeimantus, at this moment are not poets, but founders of a State: now the founders of a State 
ought to know the general forms in which poets should cast their tales, and the limits which must be observed by them, 
but to make the tales is not their business. 

Very true, he said; but what are these forms of theology which you mean? 

Something of this kind, I replied: --God is always to be represented as he truly is, whatever be the sort of poetry, epic, 
lyric or tragic, in which the representation is given. 

Right. 
And is he not truly good? and must he not be represented as such? 
Certainly. 
And no good thing is hurtful? 
No, indeed. 
And that which is not hurtful hurts not? 
Certainly not. 
And that which hurts not does no evil? 
No. 
And can that which does no evil be a cause of evil? 
Impossible. 
And the good is advantageous? 
Yes. 
And therefore the cause of well-being? 
Yes. 
It follows therefore that the good is not the cause of all things, but of the good only? 

Assuredly. 
Then God, if he be good, is not the author of all things, as the many assert, but he is the cause of a few things only, and 
not of most things that occur to men. For few are the goods of human life, and many are the evils, and the good is to be 
attributed to God alone; of the evils the causes are to be sought elsewhere, and not in him. 

That appears to me to be most true, he said. 
Then we must not listen to Homer or to any other poet who is guilty of the folly of saying that two casks Lie at the 
threshold of Zeus, full of lots, one of good, the other of evil lots, and that he to whom Zeus gives a mixture of the two 
Sometimes meets with evil fortune, at other times with good; but that he to whom is given the cup of unmingled ill, 

Him wild hunger drives o'er the beauteous earth. And again 

Zeus, who is the dispenser of good and evil to us. And if any one asserts that the violation of oaths and treaties, which 
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was really the work of Pandarus, was brought about by Athene and Zeus, or that the strife and contention of the gods 
was instigated by Themis and Zeus, he shall not have our approval; neither will we allow our young men to hear the 
words of Aeschylus, that God plants guilt among men when he desires utterly to destroy a house. And if a poet writes of 
the sufferings of Niobe --the subject of the tragedy in which these iambic verses occur --or of the house of Pelops, or of 
the Trojan war or on any similar theme, either we must not permit him to say that these are the works of God, or if they 
are of God, he must devise some explanation of them such as we are seeking; he must say that God did what was just 
and right, and they were the better for being punished; but that those who are punished are miserable, and that God is 
the author of their misery --the poet is not to be permitted to say; though he may say that the wicked are miserable 
because they require to be punished, and are benefited by receiving punishment from God; but that God being good is 
the author of evil to any one is to be strenuously denied, and not to be said or sung or heard in verse or prose by any 
one whether old or young in any well-ordered commonwealth. Such a fiction is suicidal, ruinous, and impious. 

I agree with you, he replied, and am ready to give my assent to the law. 

Let this then be one of our rules and principles concerning the gods, to which our poets and reciters will be expected to 
conform --that God is not the author of all things, but of good only. 

That will do, he said. 
And what do you think of a second principle? Shall I ask you whether God is a magician, and of a nature to appear 
insidiously now in one shape, and now in another --sometimes himself changing and passing into many forms, 
sometimes deceiving us with the semblance of such transformations; or is he one and the same immutably fixed in his 
own proper image? 

I cannot answer you, he said, without more thought. 
Well, I said; but if we suppose a change in anything, that change must be effected either by the thing itself, or by some 
other thing? 

Most certainly. 
And things which are at their best are also least liable to be altered or discomposed; for example, when healthiest and 
strongest, the human frame is least liable to be affected by meats and drinks, and the plant which is in the fullest vigor 
also suffers least from winds or the heat of the sun or any similar causes. 

Of course. 
And will not the bravest and wisest soul be least confused or deranged by any external influence? 

True. 
And the same principle, as I should suppose, applies to all composite things --furniture, houses, garments; when good 
and well made, they are least altered by time and circumstances. 

Very true. 
Then everything which is good, whether made by art or nature, or both, is least liable to suffer change from without? 

True. 
But surely God and the things of God are in every way perfect? 
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Of course they are. 
Then he can hardly be compelled by external influence to take many shapes? 

He cannot. 
But may he not change and transform himself? 
Clearly, he said, that must be the case if he is changed at all. 
And will he then change himself for the better and fairer, or for the worse and more unsightly? 

If he change at all he can only change for the worse, for we cannot suppose him to be deficient either in virtue or 
beauty. 

Very true, Adeimantus; but then, would any one, whether God or man, desire to make himself worse? 

Impossible. 
Then it is impossible that God should ever be willing to change; being, as is supposed, the fairest and best that is 
conceivable, every god remains absolutely and for ever in his own form. 

That necessarily follows, he said, in my judgment. 
Then, I said, my dear friend, let none of the poets tell us that 

The gods, taking the disguise of strangers from other lands, walk up and down cities in all sorts of forms; and let no one 
slander Proteus and Thetis, neither let any one, either in tragedy or in any other kind of poetry, introduce Here disguised
in the likeness of a priestess asking an alms 

For the life-giving daughters of Inachus the river of Argos; --let us have no more lies of that sort. Neither must we have 
mothers under the influence of the poets scaring their children with a bad version of these myths --telling how certain 
gods, as they say, 'Go about by night in the likeness of so many strangers and in divers forms'; but let them take heed 
lest they make cowards of their children, and at the same time speak blasphemy against the gods. 

Heaven forbid, he said. 
But although the gods are themselves unchangeable, still by witchcraft and deception they may make us think that they 
appear in various forms? 

Perhaps, he replied. 
Well, but can you imagine that God will be willing to lie, whether in word or deed, or to put forth a phantom of himself? 

I cannot say, he replied. 
Do you not know, I said, that the true lie, if such an expression may be allowed, is hated of gods and men? 

What do you mean? he said. 
I mean that no one is willingly deceived in that which is the truest and highest part of himself, or about the truest and 
highest matters; there, above all, he is most afraid of a lie having possession of him. 

Still, he said, I do not comprehend you. 
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The reason is, I replied, that you attribute some profound meaning to my words; but I am only saying that deception, or 
being deceived or uninformed about the highest realities in the highest part of themselves, which is the soul, and in that 
part of them to have and to hold the lie, is what mankind least like; --that, I say, is what they utterly detest. 

There is nothing more hateful to them. 
And, as I was just now remarking, this ignorance in the soul of him who is deceived may be called the true lie; for the lie 
in words is only a kind of imitation and shadowy image of a previous affection of the soul, not pure unadulterated 
falsehood. Am I not right? 
Perfectly right. 
The true lie is hated not only by the gods, but also by men? 
Yes. 
Whereas the lie in words is in certain cases useful and not hateful; in dealing with enemies --that would be an instance; 
or again, when those whom we call our friends in a fit of madness or illusion are going to do some harm, then it is useful 
and is a sort of medicine or preventive; also in the tales of mythology, of which we were just now speaking --because we
do not know the truth about ancient times, we make falsehood as much like truth as we can, and so turn it to account. 

Very true, he said. 
But can any of these reasons apply to God? Can we suppose that he is ignorant of antiquity, and therefore has recourse 
to invention? 

That would be ridiculous, he said. 
Then the lying poet has no place in our idea of God? 
I should say not. 
Or perhaps he may tell a lie because he is afraid of enemies? 
That is inconceivable. 
But he may have friends who are senseless or mad? 
But no mad or senseless person can be a friend of God. 
Then no motive can be imagined why God should lie? 
None whatever. 
Then the superhuman and divine is absolutely incapable of falsehood? 
Yes. 
Then is God perfectly simple and true both in word and deed; he changes not; he deceives not, either by sign or word, 
by dream or waking vision. 

Your thoughts, he said, are the reflection of my own. 
You agree with me then, I said, that this is the second type or form in which we should write and speak about divine 
things. The gods are not magicians who transform themselves, neither do they deceive mankind in any way. 

I grant that. 
Then, although we are admirers of Homer, we do not admire the lying dream which Zeus sends to Agamemnon; neither 
will we praise the verses of Aeschylus in which Thetis says that Apollo at her nuptials 

Was celebrating in song her fair progeny whose days were to he long, and to know no sickness. And when he had 
spoken of my lot as in all things blessed of heaven he raised a note of triumph and cheered my soul. And I thought that 
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the word of Phoebus being divine and full of prophecy, would not fail. And now he himself who uttered the strain, he 
who was present at the banquet, and who said this --he it is who has slain my son. 

These are the kind of sentiments about the gods which will arouse our anger; and he who utters them shall be refused a 
chorus; neither shall we allow teachers to make use of them in the instruction of the young, meaning, as we do, that our
guardians, as far as men can be, should be true worshippers of the gods and like them. 

I entirely agree, be said, in these principles, and promise to make them my laws. (Stop.)

The Republic 

By Plato 

Written 360 B.C.E 

Translated by Benjamin Jowett

From Book III

How can that be? he replied; pleasure deprives a man of the use of his faculties quite as much as pain. 

Or any affinity to virtue in general? 
None whatever. 
Any affinity to wantonness and intemperance? 
Yes, the greatest. 
And is there any greater or keener pleasure than that of sensual love? 

No, nor a madder. 
Whereas true love is a love of beauty and order --temperate and harmonious? 

Quite true, he said. 
Then no intemperance or madness should be allowed to approach true love? 

Certainly not. 
Then mad or intemperate pleasure must never be allowed to come near the lover and his beloved; neither of them can 
have any part in it if their love is of the right sort? 

No, indeed, Socrates, it must never come near them. 
Then I suppose that in the city which we are founding you would make a law to the effect that a friend should use no 
other familiarity to his love than a father would use to his son, and then only for a noble purpose, and he must first have 
the other's consent; and this rule is to limit him in all his intercourse, and he is never to be seen going further, or, if he 
exceeds, he is to be deemed guilty of coarseness and bad taste. 

I quite agree, he said. 
Thus much of music, which makes a fair ending; for what should be the end of music if not the love of beauty? 
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I agree, he said. 
After music comes gymnastic, in which our youth are next to be trained. 

Certainly. 
Gymnastic as well as music should begin in early years; the training in it should be careful and should continue through 
life. Now my belief is, --and this is a matter upon which I should like to have your opinion in confirmation of my own, but
my own belief is, --not that the good body by any bodily excellence improves the soul, but, on the contrary, that the 
good soul, by her own excellence, improves the body as far as this may be possible. What do you say? 

Yes, I agree. 
Then, to the mind when adequately trained, we shall be right in handing over the more particular care of the body; and 
in order to avoid prolixity we will now only give the general outlines of the subject. 

Very good. 
That they must abstain from intoxication has been already remarked by us; for of all persons a guardian should be the 
last to get drunk and not know where in the world he is. 

Yes, he said; that a guardian should require another guardian to take care of him is ridiculous indeed. 

But next, what shall we say of their food; for the men are in training for the great contest of all --are they not? 

Yes, he said. 
And will the habit of body of our ordinary athletes be suited to them? 

Why not? 
I am afraid, I said, that a habit of body such as they have is but a sleepy sort of thing, and rather perilous to health. Do 
you not observe that these athletes sleep away their lives, and are liable to most dangerous illnesses if they depart, in 
ever so slight a degree, from their customary regimen? 

Yes, I do. 
Then, I said, a finer sort of training will be required for our warrior athletes, who are to be like wakeful dogs, and to see 
and hear with the utmost keenness; amid the many changes of water and also of food, of summer heat and winter cold, 
which they will have to endure when on a campaign, they must not be liable to break down in health. 

That is my view. 
The really excellent gymnastic is twin sister of that simple music which we were just now describing. 

How so? 
Why, I conceive that there is a gymnastic which, like our music, is simple and good; and especially the military 
gymnastic. 

What do you mean? 
My meaning may be learned from Homer; he, you know, feeds his heroes at their feasts, when they are campaigning, on
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soldiers' fare; they have no fish, although they are on the shores of the Hellespont, and they are not allowed boiled 
meats but only roast, which is the food most convenient for soldiers, requiring only that they should light a fire, and not 
involving the trouble of carrying about pots and pans. 

True. 
And I can hardly be mistaken in saying that sweet sauces are nowhere mentioned in Homer. In proscribing them, 
however, he is not singular; all professional athletes are well aware that a man who is to be in good condition should 
take nothing of the kind. 

Yes, he said; and knowing this, they are quite right in not taking them. 

Then you would not approve of Syracusan dinners, and the refinements of Sicilian cookery? 

I think not. 
Nor, if a man is to be in condition, would you allow him to have a Corinthian girl as his fair friend? 

Certainly not. 
Neither would you approve of the delicacies, as they are thought, of Athenian confectionery? 

Certainly not. 
All such feeding and living may be rightly compared by us to melody and song composed in the pan harmonic style, and 
in all the rhythms. Exactly. 

There complexity engendered license, and here disease; whereas simplicity in music was the parent of temperance in 
the soul; and simplicity in gymnastic of health in the body. 

Most true, he said. 
But when intemperance and disease multiply in a State, halls of justice and medicine are always being opened; and the 
arts of the doctor and the lawyer give themselves airs, finding how keen is the interest which not only the slaves but the 
freemen of a city take about them. 

Of course. 
And yet what greater proof can there be of a bad and disgraceful state of education than this, that not only artisans and 
the meaner sort of people need the skill of first-rate physicians and judges, but also those who would profess to have 
had a liberal education? Is it not disgraceful, and a great sign of want of good-breeding, that a man should have to go 
abroad for his law and physic because he has none of his own at home, and must therefore surrender himself into the 
hands of other men whom he makes lords and judges over him? 

Of all things, he said, the most disgraceful. 
Would you say 'most,' I replied, when you consider that there is a further stage of the evil in which a man is not only a 
life-long litigant, passing all his days in the courts, either as plaintiff or defendant, but is actually led by his bad taste to 
pride himself on his litigiousness; he imagines that he is a master in dishonesty; able to take every crooked turn, and 
wriggle into and out of every hole, bending like a withy and getting out of the way of justice: and all for what? --in order 
to gain small points not worth mentioning, he not knowing that so to order his life as to be able to do without a napping 
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judge is a far higher and nobler sort of thing. Is not that still more disgraceful? 

Yes, he said, that is still more disgraceful. 
Well, I said, and to require the help of medicine, not when a wound has to be cured, or on occasion of an epidemic, but 
just because, by indolence and a habit of life such as we have been describing, men fill themselves with waters and 
winds, as if their bodies were a marsh, compelling the ingenious sons of Asclepius to find more names for diseases, such 
as flatulence and catarrh; is not this, too, a disgrace? 

Yes, he said, they do certainly give very strange and newfangled names to diseases. 

Yes, I said, and I do not believe that there were any such diseases in the days of Asclepius; and this I infer from the 
circumstance that the hero Eurypylus, after he has been wounded in Homer, drinks a posset of Pramnian wine well 
besprinkled with barley-meal and grated cheese, which are certainly inflammatory, and yet the sons of Asclepius who 
were at the Trojan war do not blame the damsel who gives him the drink, or rebuke Patroclus, who is treating his case. 

Well, he said, that was surely an extraordinary drink to be given to a person in his condition. 

Not so extraordinary, I replied, if you bear in mind that in former days, as is commonly said, before the time of 
Herodicus, the guild of Asclepius did not practice our present system of medicine, which may be said to educate 
diseases. But Herodicus, being a trainer, and himself of a sickly constitution, by a combination of training and doctoring 
found out a way of torturing first and chiefly himself, and secondly the rest of the world. 

How was that? he said. 
By the invention of lingering death; for he had a mortal disease which he perpetually tended, and as recovery was out of
the question, he passed his entire life as a valetudinarian; he could do nothing but attend upon himself, and he was in 
constant torment whenever he departed in anything from his usual regimen, and so dying hard, by the help of science 
he struggled on to old age. 

A rare reward of his skill! 
Yes, I said; a reward which a man might fairly expect who never understood that, if Asclepius did not instruct his 
descendants in valetudinarian arts, the omission arose, not from ignorance or inexperience of such a branch of 
medicine, but because he knew that in all well-ordered states every individual has an occupation to which he must 
attend, and has therefore no leisure to spend in continually being ill. This we remark in the case of the artisan, but, 
ludicrously enough, do not apply the same rule to people of the richer sort. 

How do you mean? he said. 
I mean this: When a carpenter is ill he asks the physician for a rough and ready cure; an emetic or a purge or a cautery or
the knife, --these are his remedies. And if some one prescribes for him a course of dietetics, and tells him that he must 
swathe and swaddle his head, and all that sort of thing, he replies at once that he has no time to be ill, and that he sees 
no good in a life which is spent in nursing his disease to the neglect of his customary employment; and therefore bidding
good-bye to this sort of physician, he resumes his ordinary habits, and either gets well and lives and does his business, 
or, if his constitution falls, he dies and has no more trouble. 

Yes, he said, and a man in his condition of life ought to use the art of medicine thus far only. 



28

Has he not, I said, an occupation; and what profit would there be in his life if he were deprived of his occupation? 

Quite true, he said. 
But with the rich man this is otherwise; of him we do not say that he has any specially appointed work which he must 
perform, if he would live. 

He is generally supposed to have nothing to do. 
Then you never heard of the saying of Phocylides, that as soon as a man has a livelihood he should practice virtue? 

Nay, he said, I think that he had better begin somewhat sooner. 
Let us not have a dispute with him about this, I said; but rather ask ourselves: Is the practice of virtue obligatory on the 
rich man, or can he live without it? And if obligatory on him, then let us raise a further question, whether this dieting of 
disorders which is an impediment to the application of the mind t in carpentering and the mechanical arts, does not 
equally stand in the way of the sentiment of Phocylides? 

Of that, he replied, there can be no doubt; such excessive care of the body, when carried beyond the rules of gymnastic, 
is most inimical to the practice of virtue. 

Yes, indeed, I replied, and equally incompatible with the management of a house, an army, or an office of state; and, 
what is most important of all, irreconcilable with any kind of study or thought or self-reflection --there is a constant 
suspicion that headache and giddiness are to be ascribed to philosophy, and hence all practicing or making trial of virtue 
in the higher sense is absolutely stopped; for a man is always fancying that he is being made ill, and is in constant anxiety
about the state of his body. 

Yes, likely enough. 
And therefore our politic Asclepius may be supposed to have exhibited the power of his art only to persons who, being 
generally of healthy constitution and habits of life, had a definite ailment; such as these he cured by purges and 
operations, and bade them live as usual, herein consulting the interests of the State; but bodies which disease had 
penetrated through and through he would not have attempted to cure by gradual processes of evacuation and infusion: 
he did not want to lengthen out good-for-nothing lives, or to have weak fathers begetting weaker sons; --if a man was 
not able to live in the ordinary way he had no business to cure him; for such a cure would have been of no use either to 
himself, or to the State. 

Then, he said, you regard Asclepius as a statesman. 
Clearly; and his character is further illustrated by his sons. Note that they were heroes in the days of old and practiced 
the medicines of which I am speaking at the siege of Troy: You will remember how, when Pandarus wounded Menelaus, 
they 

Sucked the blood out of the wound, and sprinkled soothing remedies, but they never prescribed what the patient was 
afterwards to eat or drink in the case of Menelaus, any more than in the case of Eurypylus; the remedies, as they 
conceived, were enough to heal any man who before he was wounded was healthy and regular in habits; and even 
though he did happen to drink a posset of Pramnian wine, he might get well all the same. But they would have nothing 
to do with unhealthy and intemperate subjects, whose lives were of no use either to themselves or others; the art of 
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medicine was not designed for their good, and though they were as rich as Midas, the sons of Asclepius would have 
declined to attend them. 

They were very acute persons, those sons of Asclepius. 
Naturally so, I replied. Nevertheless, the tragedians and Pindar disobeying our behests, although they acknowledge that 
Asclepius was the son of Apollo, say also that he was bribed into healing a rich man who was at the point of death, and 
for this reason he was struck by lightning. But we, in accordance with the principle already affirmed by us, will not 
believe them when they tell us both; --if he was the son of a god, we maintain that he was not avaricious; or, if he was 
avaricious he was not the son of a god. 

All that, Socrates, is excellent; but I should like to put a question to you: Ought there not to be good physicians in a 
State, and are not the best those who have treated the greatest number of constitutions good and bad? and are not the 
best judges in like manner those who are acquainted with all sorts of moral natures? 

Yes, I said, I too would have good judges and good physicians. But do you know whom I think good? 

Will you tell me? 
I will, if I can. Let me however note that in the same question you join two things which are not the same. 

How so? he asked. 
Why, I said, you join physicians and judges. Now the most skilful physicians are those who, from their youth upwards, 
have combined with the knowledge of their art the greatest experience of disease; they had better not be robust in 
health, and should have had all manner of diseases in their own persons. For the body, as I conceive, is not the 
instrument with which they cure the body; in that case we could not allow them ever to be or to have been sickly; but 
they cure the body with the mind, and the mind which has become and is sick can cure nothing. 

That is very true, he said. 
But with the judge it is otherwise; since he governs mind by mind; he ought not therefore to have been trained among 
vicious minds, and to have associated with them from youth upwards, and to have gone through the whole calendar of 
crime, only in order that he may quickly infer the crimes of others as he might their bodily diseases from his own self-
consciousness; the honorable mind which is to form a healthy judgment should have had no experience or 
contamination of evil habits when young. And this is the reason why in youth good men often appear to be simple, and 
are easily practiced upon by the dishonest, because they have no examples of what evil is in their own souls. 

Yes, he said, they are far too apt to be deceived. 
Therefore, I said, the judge should not be young; he should have learned to know evil, not from his own soul, but from 
late and long observation of the nature of evil in others: knowledge should be his guide, not personal experience. 

Yes, he said, that is the ideal of a judge. 
Yes, I replied, and he will be a good man (which is my answer to your question); for he is good who has a good soul. But 
the cunning and suspicious nature of which we spoke, --he who has committed many crimes, and fancies himself to be a 
master in wickedness, when he is amongst his fellows, is wonderful in the precautions which he takes, because he 
judges of them by himself: but when he gets into the company of men of virtue, who have the experience of age, he 
appears to be a fool again, owing to his unseasonable suspicions; he cannot recognize an honest man, because he has no
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pattern of honesty in himself; at the same time, as the bad are more numerous than the good, and he meets with them 
oftener, he thinks himself, and is by others thought to be, rather wise than foolish. 

Most true, he said. 
Then the good and wise judge whom we are seeking is not this man, but the other; for vice cannot know virtue too, but 
a virtuous nature, educated by time, will acquire a knowledge both of virtue and vice: the virtuous, and not the vicious, 
man has wisdom --in my opinion. 

And in mine also. 
This is the sort of medicine, and this is the sort of law, which you sanction in your State. They will minister to better 
natures, giving health both of soul and of body; but those who are diseased in their bodies they will leave to die, and the
corrupt and incurable souls they will put an end to themselves. 

That is clearly the best thing both for the patients and for the State. 

And thus our youth, having been educated only in that simple music which, as we said, inspires temperance, will be 
reluctant to go to law. 

Clearly. 
And the musician, who, keeping to the same track, is content to practice the simple gymnastic, will have nothing to do 
with medicine unless in some extreme case. 

That I quite believe. 
The very exercises and tolls which he undergoes are intended to stimulate the spirited element of his nature, and not to 
increase his strength; he will not, like common athletes, use exercise and regimen to develop his muscles. 

Very right, he said. 
Neither are the two arts of music and gymnastic really designed, as is often supposed, the one for the training of the 
soul, the other fir the training of the body. 

What then is the real object of them? 
I believe, I said, that the teachers of both have in view chiefly the improvement of the soul. 

How can that be? he asked. 
Did you never observe, I said, the effect on the mind itself of exclusive devotion to gymnastic, or the opposite effect of 
an exclusive devotion to music? 

In what way shown? he said. 
The one producing a temper of hardness and ferocity, the other of softness and effeminacy, I replied. 

Yes, he said, I am quite aware that the mere athlete becomes too much of a savage, and that the mere musician is 
melted and softened beyond what is good for him. 

Yet surely, I said, this ferocity only comes from spirit, which, if rightly educated, would give courage, but, if too much 
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intensified, is liable to become hard and brutal. 

That I quite think. 
On the other hand the philosopher will have the quality of gentleness. And this also, when too much indulged, will turn 
to softness, but, if educated rightly, will be gentle and moderate. 

True. 
And in our opinion the guardians ought to have both these qualities? 
Assuredly. 
And both should be in harmony? 
Beyond question. 
And the harmonious soul is both temperate and courageous? 
Yes. 
And the inharmonious is cowardly and boorish? 
Very true. 
And, when a man allows music to play upon him and to pour into his soul through the funnel of his ears those sweet and
soft and melancholy airs of which we were just now speaking, and his whole life is passed in warbling and the delights of
song; in the first stage of the process the passion or spirit which is in him is tempered like iron, and made useful, instead 
of brittle and useless. But, if he carries on the softening and soothing process, in the next stage he begins to melt and 
waste, until he has wasted away his spirit and cut out the sinews of his soul; and he becomes a feeble warrior. 

Very true. 
If the element of spirit is naturally weak in him the change is speedily accomplished, but if he have a good deal, then the 
power of music weakening the spirit renders him excitable; --on the least provocation he flames up at once, and is 
speedily extinguished; instead of having spirit he grows irritable and passionate and is quite impracticable. 

Exactly. 
And so in gymnastics, if a man takes violent exercise and is a great feeder, and the reverse of a great student of music 
and philosophy, at first the high condition of his body fills him with pride and spirit, and lie becomes twice the man that 
he was. 

Certainly. 
And what happens? if he do nothing else, and holds no con-a verse with the Muses, does not even that intelligence 
which there may be in him, having no taste of any sort of learning or enquiry or thought or culture, grow feeble and dull 
and blind, his mind never waking up or receiving nourishment, and his senses not being purged of their mists? 

True, he said. 
And he ends by becoming a hater of philosophy, uncivilized, never using the weapon of persuasion, --he is like a wild 
beast, all violence and fierceness, and knows no other way of dealing; and he lives in all ignorance and evil conditions, 
and has no sense of propriety and grace. 

That is quite true, he said. 
And as there are two principles of human nature, one the spirited and the other the philosophical, some God, as I should
say, has given mankind two arts answering to them (and only indirectly to the soul and body), in order that these two 
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principles (like the strings of an instrument) may be relaxed or drawn tighter until they are duly harmonized. 

That appears to be the intention. 
And he who mingles music with gymnastic in the fairest proportions, and best attempers them to the soul, may be 
rightly called the true musician and harmonist in a far higher sense than the tuner of the strings. 

You are quite right, Socrates. 
And such a presiding genius will be always required in our State if the government is to last. 

Yes, he will be absolutely necessary. 
Such, then, are our principles of nurture and education: Where would be the use of going into further details about the 
dances of our citizens, or about their hunting and coursing, their gymnastic and equestrian contests? For these all follow 
the general principle, and having found that, we shall have no difficulty in discovering them.
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“The island of Utopia is in the middle two hundred miles broad, and holds almost at the same breadth over a great part 
of it, but it grows narrower towards both ends. Its figure is not unlike a crescent. Between its horns the sea comes in 
eleven miles broad, and spreads itself into a great bay, which is environed with land to the compass of about five 
hundred miles, and is well secured from winds. In this bay there is no great current; the whole coast is, as it were, one 
continued harbor, which gives all that live in the island great convenience for mutual commerce. But the entry into the 
bay, occasioned by rocks on the one hand and shallows on the other, is very dangerous. In the middle of it there is one 
single rock which appears above water, and may, therefore, easily be avoided; and on the top of it there is a tower, in 
which a garrison is kept; the other rocks lie under water, and are very dangerous. The channel is known only to the 
natives; so that if any stranger should enter into the bay without one of their pilots he would run great danger of 
shipwreck. For even they themselves could not pass it safe if some marks that are on the coast did not direct their way; 
and if these should be but a little shifted, any fleet that might come against them, how great so ever it were, would be 
certainly lost. On the other side of the island there are likewise many harbors; and the coast is so fortified, both by 
nature and art, that a small number of men can hinder the descent of a great army. But they report (and there remains 
good marks of it to make it credible) that this was no island at first, but a part of the continent. Utopus, that conquered 
it (whose name it still carries, for Abraxa was its first name), brought the rude and uncivilized inhabitants into such a 
good government, and to that measure of politeness, that they now far excel all the rest of mankind. Having soon 
subdued them, he designed to separate them from the continent, and to bring the sea quite round them. To accomplish 
this he ordered a deep channel to be dug, fifteen miles long; and that the natives might not think he treated them like 
slaves, he not only forced the inhabitants, but also his own soldiers, to labor in carrying it on. As he set a vast number of 
men to work, he, beyond all men’s expectations, brought it to a speedy conclusion. And his neighbors, who at first 
laughed at the folly of the undertaking, no sooner saw it brought to perfection than they were struck with admiration 
and terror.

“There are fifty-four cities in the island, all large and well built, the manners, customs, and laws of which are the same, 
and they are all contrived as near in the same manner as the ground on which they stand will allow. The nearest lie at 
least twenty-four miles’distance from one another, and the most remote are not so far distant but that a man can go on 
foot in one day from it to that which lies next it. Every city sends three of their wisest senators once a year to Amaurot, 
to consult about their common concerns; for that is the chief town of the island, being situated near the centre of it, so 
that it is the most convenient place for their assemblies. The jurisdiction of every city extends at least twenty miles, and, 
where the towns lie wider, they have much more ground. No town desires to enlarge its bounds, for the people consider
themselves rather as tenants than landlords. They have built, over all the country, farmhouses for husbandmen, which 
are well contrived, and furnished with all things necessary for country labor. Inhabitants are sent, by turns, from the 
cities to dwell in them; no country family has fewer than forty men and women in it, besides two slaves. There is a 
master and a mistress set over every family, and over thirty families there is a magistrate. Every year twenty of this 
family come back to the town after they have stayed two years in the country, and in their room there are other twenty 
sent from the town, that they may learn country work from those that have been already one year in the country, as 
they must teach those that come to them the next from the town. By this means such as dwell in those country farms 
are never ignorant of agriculture, and so commit no errors which might otherwise be fatal and bring them under a 
scarcity of corn. But though there is every year such a shifting of the husbandmen to prevent any man being forced 
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against his will to follow that hard course of life too long, yet many among them take such pleasure in it that they desire 
leave to continue in it many years. These husbandmen till the ground, breed cattle, hew wood, and convey it to the 
towns either by land or water, as is most convenient. They breed an infinite multitude of chickens in a very curious 
manner; for the hens do not sit and hatch them, but a vast number of eggs are laid in a gentle and equal heat in order to
be hatched, and they are no sooner out of the shell, and able to stir about, but they seem to consider those that feed 
them as their mothers, and follow them as other chickens do the hen that hatched them. They breed very few horses, 
but those they have are full of mettle, and are kept only for exercising their youth in the art of sitting and riding them; 
for they do not put them to any work, either of ploughing or carriage, in which they employ oxen. For though their 
horses are stronger, yet they find oxen can hold out longer; and as they are not subject to so many diseases, so they are 
kept upon a less charge and with less trouble. And even when they are so worn out that they are no more fit for labor, 
they are good meat at last. They sow no corn but that which is to be their bread; for they drink either wine, cider or 
perry, and often water, sometimes boiled with honey or liquorice, with which they abound; and though they know 
exactly how much corn will serve every town and all that tract of country which belongs to it, yet they sow much more 
and breed more cattle than are necessary for their consumption, and they give that over plus of which they make no use
to their neighbors. When they want anything in the country which it does not produce, they fetch that from the town, 
without carrying anything in exchange for it. And the magistrates of the town take care to see it given them; for they 
meet generally in the town once a month, upon a festival day. When the time of harvest comes, the magistrates in the 
country send to those in the towns and let them know how many hands they will need for reaping the harvest; and the 
number they call for being sent to them, they commonly dispatch it all in one day.

OF THEIR TOWNS, PARTICULARLY OF AMAUROT

“He that knows one of their towns knows them all—they are so like one another, except where the situation makes 
some difference. I shall therefore describe one of them, and none is so proper as Amaurot; for as none is more eminent 
(all the rest yielding in precedence to this, because it is the seat of their supreme council), so there was none of them 
better known to me, I having lived five years all together in it.

“It lies upon the side of a hill, or, rather, a rising ground. Its figure is almost square, for from the one side of it, which 
shoots up almost to the top of the hill, it runs down, in a descent for two miles, to the river Anider; but it is a little 
broader the other way that runs along by the bank of that river. The Anider rises about eighty miles above Amaurot, in a 
small spring at first. But other brooks falling into it, of which two are more considerable than the rest, as it runs by 
Amaurot it is grown half a mile broad; but, it still grows larger and larger, till, after sixty miles’ course below it, it is lost in
the ocean. Between the town and the sea, and for some miles above the town, it ebbs and flows every six hours with a 
strong current. The tide comes up about thirty miles so full that there is nothing but salt water in the river, the fresh 
water being driven back with its force; and above that, for some miles, the water is brackish; but a little higher, as it runs
by the town, it is quite fresh; and when the tide ebbs, it continues fresh all along to the sea. There is a bridge cast over 
the river, not of timber, but of fair stone, consisting of many stately arches; it lies at that part of the town which is 
farthest from the sea, so that the ships, without any hindrance, lie all along the side of the town. There is, likewise, 
another river that runs by it, which, though it is not great, yet it runs pleasantly, for it rises out of the same hill on which 
the town stands, and so runs down through it and falls into the Anider. The inhabitants have fortified the fountain-head 
of this river, which springs a little without the towns; that so, if they should happen to be besieged, the enemy might not
be able to stop or divert the course of the water, nor poison it; from thence it is carried, in earthen pipes, to the lower 
streets. And for those places of the town to which the water of that small river cannot be conveyed, they have great 
cisterns for receiving the rain-water, which supplies the want of the other. The town is compassed with a high and thick 
wall, in which there are many towers and forts; there is also a broad and deep dry ditch, set thick with thorns, cast 
round three sides of the town, and the river is instead of a ditch on the fourth side. The streets are very convenient for 
all carriage, and are well sheltered from the winds. Their buildings are good, and are so uniform that a whole side of a 
street looks like one house. The streets are twenty feet broad; there lie gardens behind all their houses. These are large, 
but enclosed with buildings, that on all hands face the streets, so that every house has both a door to the street and a 
back door to the garden. Their doors have all two leaves, which, as they are easily opened, so they shut of their own 
accord; and, there being no property among them, every man may freely enter into any house whatsoever. At every ten 
years’ end they shift their houses by lots. They cultivate their gardens with great care, so that they have both vines, 
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fruits, herbs, and flowers in them; and all is so well ordered and so finely kept that I never saw gardens anywhere that 
were both so fruitful and so beautiful as theirs. And this humor of ordering their gardens so well is not only kept up by 
the pleasure they find in it, but also by an emulation between the inhabitants of the several streets, who vie with each 
other. And there is, indeed, nothing belonging to the whole town that is both more useful and more pleasant. So that he
who founded the town seems to have taken care of nothing more than of their gardens; for they say the whole scheme 
of the town was designed at first by Utopus, but he left all that belonged to the ornament and improvement of it to be 
added by those that should come after him, that being too much for one man to bring to perfection. Their records, that 
contain the history of their town and State, are preserved with an exact care, and run backwards seventeen hundred 
and sixty years. From these it appears that their houses were at first low and mean, like cottages, made of any sort of 
timber, and were built with mud walls and thatched with straw. But now their houses are three stories high, the fronts 
of them are faced either with stone, plastering, or brick, and between the facings of their walls they throw in their 
rubbish. Their roofs are flat, and on them they lay a sort of plaster, which costs very little, and yet is so tempered that it 
is not apt to take fire, and yet resists the weather more than lead. They have great quantities of glass among them, with 
which they glaze their windows; they use also in their windows a thin linen cloth, that is so oiled or gummed that it both 
keeps out the wind and gives free admission to the light.



36

Utopia 

By Thomas More 

Written 1516

OF THEIR MAGISTRATES

“Thirty families choose every year a magistrate, who was anciently called the Syphogrant, but is now called the Philarch; 
and over every ten Syphogrants, with the families subject to them, there is another magistrate, who was anciently called
the Tranibore, but of late the Archphilarch. All the Syphogrants, who are in number two hundred, choose the Prince out 
of a list of four who are named by the people of the four divisions of the city; but they take an oath, before they proceed
to an election, that they will choose him whom they think most fit for the office: they give him their voices secretly, so 
that it is not known for whom every one gives his suffrage. The Prince is for life, unless he is removed upon suspicion of 
some design to enslave the people. The Tranibors are new chosen every year, but yet they are, for the most part, 
continued; all their other magistrates are only annual. The Tranibors meet every third day, and oftener if necessary, and 
consult with the Prince either concerning the affairs of the State in general, or such private differences as may arise 
sometimes among the people, though that falls out but seldom. There are always two Syphogrants called into the 
council chamber, and these are changed every day. It is a fundamental rule of their government, that no conclusion can 
be made in anything that relates to the public till it has been first debated three several days in their council. It is death 
for any to meet and consult concerning the State, unless it be either in their ordinary council, or in the assembly of the 
whole body of the people.

“These things have been so provided among them that the Prince and the Tranibors may not conspire together to 
change the government and enslave the people; and therefore when anything of great importance is set on foot, it is 
sent to the Syphogrants, who, after they have communicated it to the families that belong to their divisions, and have 
considered it among themselves, make report to the senate; and, upon great occasions, the matter is referred to the 
council of the whole island. One rule observed in their council is, never to debate a thing on the same day in which it is 
first proposed; for that is always referred to the next meeting, that so men may not rashly and in the heat of discourse 
engage themselves too soon, which might bias them so much that, instead of consulting the good of the public, they 
might rather study to support their first opinions, and by a perverse and preposterous sort of shame hazard their 
country rather than endanger their own reputation, or venture the being suspected to have wanted foresight in the 
expedients that they at first proposed; and therefore, to prevent this, they take care that they may rather be deliberate 
than sudden in their motions.

OF THEIR TRADES, AND MANNER OF LIFE

“Agriculture is that which is so universally understood among them that no person, either man or woman, is ignorant of 
it; they are instructed in it from their childhood, partly by what they learn at school, and partly by practice, they being 
led out often into the fields about the town, where they not only see others at work but are likewise exercised in it 
themselves. Besides agriculture, which is so common to them all, every man has some peculiar trade to which he applies
himself; such as the manufacture of wool or flax, masonry, smith’s work, or carpenter’s work; for there is no sort of 
trade that is in great esteem among them. Throughout the island they wear the same sort of clothes, without any other 
distinction except what is necessary to distinguish the two sexes and the married and unmarried. The fashion never 
alters, and as it is neither disagreeable nor uneasy, so it is suited to the climate, and calculated both for their summers 
and winters. Every family makes their own clothes; but all among them, women as well as men, learn one or other of the
trades formerly mentioned. Women, for the most part, deal in wool and flax, which suit best with their weakness, 
leaving the ruder trades to the men. The same trade generally passes down from father to son, inclinations often 
following descent: but if any man’s genius lies another way he is, by adoption, translated into a family that deals in the 
trade to which he is inclined; and when that is to be done, care is taken, not only by his father, but by the magistrate, 
that he may be put to a discreet and good man: and if, after a person has learned one trade, he desires to acquire 
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another, that is also allowed, and is managed in the same manner as the former. When he has learned both, he follows 
that which he likes best, unless the public has more occasion for the other.

The chief, and almost the only, business of the Syphogrants is to take care that no man may live idle, but that every one 
may follow his trade diligently; yet they do not wear themselves out with perpetual toil from morning to night, as if they 
were beasts of burden, which as it is indeed a heavy slavery, so it is everywhere the common course of life amongst all 
mechanics except the Utopians: but they, dividing the day and night into twenty-four hours, appoint six of these for 
work, three of which are before dinner and three after; they then sup, and at eight o’clock, counting from noon, go to 
bed and sleep eight hours: the rest of their time, besides that taken up in work, eating, and sleeping, is left to every 
man’s discretion; yet they are not to abuse that interval to luxury and idleness, but must employ it in some proper 
exercise, according to their various inclinations, which is, for the most part, reading. It is ordinary to have public lectures 
every morning before daybreak, at which none are obliged to appear but those who are marked out for literature; yet a 
great many, both men and women, of all ranks, go to hear lectures of one sort or other, according to their inclinations: 
but if others that are not made for contemplation, choose rather to employ themselves at that time in their trades, as 
many of them do, they are not hindered, but are rather commended, as men that take care to serve their country. After 
supper they spend an hour in some diversion, in summer in their gardens, and in winter in the halls where they eat, 
where they entertain each other either with music or discourse. They do not so much as know dice, or any such foolish 
and mischievous games. They have, however, two sorts of games not unlike our chess; the one is between several 
numbers, in which one number, as it were, consumes another; the other resembles a battle between the virtues and the
vices, in which the enmity in the vices among themselves, and their agreement against virtue, is not unpleasantly 
represented; together with the special opposition between the particular virtues and vices; as also the methods by 
which vice either openly assaults or secretly undermines virtue; and virtue, on the other hand, resists it. But the time 
appointed for labor is to be narrowly examined, otherwise you may imagine that since there are only six hours 
appointed for work, they may fall under a scarcity of necessary provisions: but it is so far from being true that this time is
not sufficient for supplying them with plenty of all things, either necessary or convenient, that it is rather too much; and 
this you will easily apprehend if you consider how great a part of all other nations is quite idle. First, women generally do
little, who are the half of mankind; and if some few women are diligent, their husbands are idle: then consider the great 
company of idle priests, and of those that are called religious men; add to these all rich men, chiefly those that have 
estates in land, who are called noblemen and gentlemen, together with their families, made up of idle persons, that are 
kept more for show than use; add to these all those strong and lusty beggars that go about pretending some disease in 
excuse for their begging; and upon the whole account you will find that the number of those by whose labors mankind is
supplied is much less than you perhaps imagined: then consider how few of those that work are employed in labors that 
are of real service, for we, who measure all things by money, give rise to many trades that are both vain and 
superfluous, and serve only to support riot and luxury: for if those who work were employed only in such things as the 
conveniences of life require, there would be such an abundance of them that the prices of them would so sink that 
tradesmen could not be maintained by their gains; if all those who labor about useless things were set to more 
profitable employments, and if all they that languish out their lives in sloth and idleness (every one of whom consumes 
as much as any two of the men that are at work) were forced to labor, you may easily imagine that a small proportion of 
time would serve for doing all that is either necessary, profitable, or pleasant to mankind, especially while pleasure is 
kept within its due bounds: this appears very plainly in Utopia; for there, in a great city, and in all the territory that lies 
round it, you can scarce find five hundred, either men or women, by their age and strength capable of labor, that are not
engaged in it. Even the Syphogrants, though excused by the law, yet do not excuse themselves, but work, that by their 
examples they may excite the industry of the rest of the people; the like exemption is allowed to those who, being 
recommended to the people by the priests, are, by the secret suffrages of the Syphogrants, privileged from labor, that 
they may apply themselves wholly to study; and if any of these fall short of those hopes that they seemed at first to give,
they are obliged to return to work; and sometimes a mechanic that so employs his leisure hours as to make a 
considerable advancement in learning is eased from being a tradesman and ranked among their learned men. Out of 
these they choose their ambassadors, their priests, their Tranibors, and the Prince himself, anciently called their 
Barzenes, but is called of late their Ademus.

“And thus from the great numbers among them that are neither suffered to be idle nor to be employed in any fruitless 
labor, you may easily make the estimate how much may be done in those few hours in which they are obliged to labor. 
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But, besides all that has been already said, it is to be considered that the needful arts among them are managed with 
less labor than anywhere else. The building or the repairing of houses among us employ many hands, because often a 
thriftless heir suffers a house that his father built to fall into decay, so that his successor must, at a great cost, repair that
which he might have kept up with a small charge; it frequently happens that the same house which one person built at a
vast expense is neglected by another, who thinks he has a more delicate sense of the beauties of architecture, and he, 
suffering it to fall to ruin, builds another at no less charge. But among the Utopians all things are so regulated that men 
very seldom build upon a new piece of ground, and are not only very quick in repairing their houses, but show their 
foresight in preventing their decay, so that their buildings are preserved very long with but very little labor, and thus the 
builders, to whom that care belongs, are often without employment, except the hewing of timber and the squaring of 
stones, that the materials may be in readiness for raising a building very suddenly when there is any occasion for it. As to
their clothes, observe how little work is spent in them; while they are at labor they are clothed with leather and skins, 
cut carelessly about them, which will last seven years, and when they appear in public they put on an upper garment 
which hides the other; and these are all of one color, and that is the natural color of the wool. As they need less woolen 
cloth than is used anywhere else, so that which they make use of is much less costly; they use linen cloth more, but that 
is prepared with less labor, and they value cloth only by the whiteness of the linen or the cleanness of the wool, without 
much regard to the fineness of the thread. While in other places four or five upper garments of woolen cloth of different
colors, and as many vests of silk, will scarce serve one man, and while those that are nicer think ten too few, every man 
there is content with one, which very often serves him two years; nor is there anything that can tempt a man to desire 
more, for if he had them he would neither be the, warmer nor would he make one jot the better appearance for it. And 
thus, since they are all employed in some useful labor, and since they content themselves with fewer things, it falls out 
that there is a great abundance of all things among them; so that it frequently happens that, for want of other work, 
vast numbers are sent out to mend the highways; but when no public undertaking is to be performed, the hours of 
working are lessened. The magistrates never engage the people in unnecessary labor, since the chief end of the 
constitution is to regulate labor by the necessities of the public, and to allow the people as much time as is necessary for
the improvement of their minds, in which they think the happiness of life consists.

OF THEIR TRAFFIC

“But it is now time to explain to you the mutual intercourse of this people, their commerce, and the rules by which all 
things are distributed among them.

“As their cities are composed of families, so their families are made up of those that are nearly related to one another. 
Their women, when they grow up, are married out, but all the males, both children and grand-children, live still in the 
same house, in great obedience to their common parent, unless age has weakened his understanding, and in that case 
he that is next to him in age comes in his room; but lest any city should become either too great, or by any accident be 
dispeopled, provision is made that none of their cities may contain above six thousand families, besides those of the 
country around it. No family may have less than ten and more than sixteen persons in it, but there can be no determined
number for the children under age; this rule is easily observed by removing some of the children of a more fruitful 
couple to any other family that does not abound so much in them. By the same rule they supply cities that do not 
increase so fast from others that breed faster; and if there is any increase over the whole island, then they draw out a 
number of their citizens out of the several towns and send them over to the neighboring continent, where, if they find 
that the inhabitants have more soil than they can well cultivate, they fix a colony, taking the inhabitants into their 
society if they are willing to live with them; and where they do that of their own accord, they quickly enter into their 
method of life and conform to their rules, and this proves a happiness to both nations; for, according to their 
constitution, such care is taken of the soil that it becomes fruitful enough for both, though it might be otherwise too 
narrow and barren for any one of them. But if the natives refuse to conform themselves to their laws they drive them 
out of those bounds which they mark out for themselves, and use force if they resist, for they account it a very just 
cause of war for a nation to hinder others from possessing a part of that soil of which they make no use, but which is 
suffered to lie idle and uncultivated, since every man has, by the law of nature, a right to such a waste portion of the 
earth as is necessary for his subsistence. If an accident has so lessened the number of the inhabitants of any of their 
towns that it cannot be made up from the other towns of the island without diminishing them too much (which is said to
have fallen out but twice since they were first a people, when great numbers were carried off by the plague), the loss is 
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then supplied by recalling as many as are wanted from their colonies, for they will abandon these rather than suffer the 
towns in the island to sink too low.

“But to return to their manner of living in society: the oldest man of every family, as has been already said, is its 
governor; wives serve their husbands, and children their parents, and always the younger serves the elder. Every city is 
divided into four equal parts, and in the middle of each there is a market-place. What is brought thither, and 
manufactured by the several families, is carried from thence to houses appointed for that purpose, in which all things of 
a sort are laid by themselves; and thither every father goes, and takes whatsoever he or his family stand in need of, 
without either paying for it or leaving anything in exchange. There is no reason for giving a denial to any person, since 
there is such plenty of everything among them; and there is no danger of a man’s asking for more than he needs; they 
have no inducements to do this, since they are sure they shall always be supplied: it is the fear of want that makes any 
of the whole race of animals either greedy or ravenous; but, besides fear, there is in man a pride that makes him fancy it
a particular glory to excel others in pomp and excess; but by the laws of the Utopians, there is no room for this. Near 
these markets there are others for all sorts of provisions, where there are not only herbs, fruits, and bread, but also fish, 
fowl, and cattle. There are also, without their towns, places appointed near some running water for killing their beasts 
and for washing away their filth, which is done by their slaves; for they suffer none of their citizens to kill their cattle, 
because they think that pity and good-nature, which are among the best of those affections that are born with us, are 
much impaired by the butchering of animals; nor do they suffer anything that is foul or unclean to be brought within 
their towns, lest the air should be infected by ill-smells, which might prejudice their health. In every street there are 
great halls, that lie at an equal distance from each other, distinguished by particular names. The Syphogrants dwell in 
those that are set over thirty families, fifteen lying on one side of it, and as many on the other. In these halls they all 
meet and have their repasts; the stewards of every one of them come to the market-place at an appointed hour, and 
according to the number of those that belong to the hall they carry home provisions. But they take more care of their 
sick than of any others; these are lodged and provided for in public hospitals. They have belonging to every town four 
hospitals, that are built without their walls, and are so large that they may pass for little towns; by this means, if they 
had ever such a number of sick persons, they could lodge them conveniently, and at such a distance that such of them as
are sick of infectious diseases may be kept so far from the rest that there can be no danger of contagion. The hospitals 
are furnished and stored with all things that are convenient for the ease and recovery of the sick; and those that are put 
in them are looked after with such tender and watchful care, and are so constantly attended by their skilful physicians, 
that as none is sent to them against their will, so there is scarce one in a whole town that, if he should fall ill, would not 
choose rather to go thither than lie sick at home.

“After the steward of the hospitals has taken for the sick whatsoever the physician prescribes, then the best things that 
are left in the market are distributed equally among the halls in proportion to their numbers; only, in the first place, they
serve the Prince, the Chief Priest, the Tranibors, the Ambassadors, and strangers, if there are any, which, indeed, falls 
out but seldom, and for whom there are houses, well furnished, particularly appointed for their reception when they 
come among them. At the hours of dinner and supper the whole Syphogranty being called together by sound of 
trumpet, they meet and eat together, except only such as are in the hospitals or lie sick at home. Yet, after the halls are 
served, no man is hindered to carry provisions home from the market-place, for they know that none does that but for 
some good reason; for though any that will may eat at home, yet none does it willingly, since it is both ridiculous and 
foolish for any to give themselves the trouble to make ready an ill dinner at home when there is a much more plentiful 
one made ready for him so near hand. All the uneasy and sordid services about these halls are performed by their 
slaves; but the dressing and cooking their meat, and the ordering their tables, belong only to the women, all those of 
every family taking it by turns. They sit at three or more tables, according to their number; the men sit towards the wall, 
and the women sit on the other side, that if any of them should be taken suddenly ill, which is no uncommon case 
amongst women with child, she may, without disturbing the rest, rise and go to the nurses’ room (who are there with 
the sucking children), where there is always clean water at hand and cradles, in which they may lay the young children if 
there is occasion for it, and a fire, that they may shift and dress them before it. Every child is nursed by its own mother if
death or sickness does not intervene; and in that case the Syphogrants’ wives find out a nurse quickly, which is no hard 
matter, for any one that can do it offers herself cheerfully; for as they are much inclined to that piece of mercy, so the 
child whom they nurse considers the nurse as its mother. All the children under five years old sit among the nurses; the 
rest of the younger sort of both sexes, till they are fit for marriage, either serve those that sit at table, or, if they are not 
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strong enough for that, stand by them in great silence and eat what is given them; nor have they any other formality of 
dining. In the middle of the first table, which stands across the upper end of the hall, sit the Syphogrant and his wife, for 
that is the chief and most conspicuous place; next to him sit two of the most ancient, for there go always four to a mess. 
If there is a temple within the Syphogranty, the Priest and his wife sit with the Syphogrant above all the rest; next them 
there is a mixture of old and young, who are so placed that as the young are set near others, so they are mixed with the 
more ancient; which, they say, was appointed on this account: that the gravity of the old people, and the reverence that 
is due to them, might restrain the younger from all indecent words and gestures. Dishes are not served up to the whole 
table at first, but the best are first set before the old, whose seats are distinguished from the young, and, after them, all 
the rest are served alike. The old men distribute to the younger any curious meats that happen to be set before them, if 
there is not such an abundance of them that the whole company may be served alike.

“Thus old men are honored with a particular respect, yet all the rest fare as well as they. Both dinner and supper are 
begun with some lecture of morality that is read to them; but it is so short that it is not tedious nor uneasy to them to 
hear it. From hence the old men take occasion to entertain those about them with some useful and pleasant 
enlargements; but they do not engross the whole discourse so to themselves during their meals that the younger may 
not put in for a share; on the contrary, they engage them to talk, that so they may, in that free way of conversation, find 
out the force of every one’s spirit and observe his temper. They dispatch their dinners quickly, but sit long at supper, 
because they go to work after the one, and are to sleep after the other, during which they think the stomach carries on 
the concoction more vigorously. They never sup without music, and there is always fruit served up after meat; while 
they are at table some burn perfumes and sprinkle about fragrant ointments and sweet waters—in short, they want 
nothing that may cheer up their spirits; they give themselves a large allowance that way, and indulge themselves in all 
such pleasures as are attended with no inconvenience. Thus do those that are in the towns live together; but in the 
country, where they live at a great distance, every one eats at home, and no family wants any necessary sort of 
provision, for it is from them that provisions are sent unto those that live in the towns.
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OF THE TRAVELLING OF THE UTOPIANS

If any man has a mind to visit his friends that live in some other town, or desires to travel and see the rest of the 
country, he obtains leave very easily from the Syphogrant and Tranibors, when there is no particular occasion for him at 
home. Such as travel carry with them a passport from the Prince, which both certifies the license that is granted for 
travelling, and limits the time of their return. They are furnished with a wagon and a slave, who drives the oxen and 
looks after them; but, unless there are women in the company, the wagon is sent back at the end of the journey as a 
needless encumbrance. While they are on the road they carry no provisions with them, yet they want for nothing, but 
are everywhere treated as if they were at home. If they stay in any place longer than a night, every one follows his 
proper occupation, and is very well used by those of his own trade; but if any man goes out of the city to which he 
belongs without leave, and is found rambling without a passport, he is severely treated, he is punished as a fugitive, and 
sent home disgracefully; and, if he falls again into the like fault, is condemned to slavery. If any man has a mind to travel 
only over the precinct of his own city, he may freely do it, with his father’s permission and his wife’s consent; but when 
he comes into any of the country houses, if he expects to be entertained by them, he must labor with them and conform
to their rules; and if he does this, he may freely go over the whole precinct, being then as useful to the city to which he 
belongs as if he were still within it. Thus you see that there are no idle persons among them, nor pretences of excusing 
any from labor. There are no taverns, no ale-houses, nor stews among them, nor any other occasions of corrupting each 
other, of getting into corners, or forming themselves into parties; all men live in full view, so that all are obliged both to 
perform their ordinary task and to employ themselves well in their spare hours; and it is certain that a people thus 
ordered must live in great abundance of all things, and these being equally distributed among them, no man can want or
be obliged to beg.

“In their great council at Amaurot, to which there are three sent from every town once a year, they examine what towns
abound in provisions and what are under any scarcity, that so the one may be furnished from the other; and this is done 
freely, without any sort of exchange; for, according to their plenty or scarcity, they supply or are supplied from one 
another, so that indeed the whole island is, as it were, one family. When they have thus taken care of their whole 
country, and laid up stores for two years (which they do to prevent the ill consequences of an unfavorable season), they 
order an exportation of the over plus, both of corn, honey, wool, flax, wood, wax, tallow, leather, and cattle, which they 
send out, commonly in great quantities, to other nations. They order a seventh part of all these goods to be freely given 
to the poor of the countries to which they send them, and sell the rest at moderate rates; and by this exchange they not 
only bring back those few things that they need at home (for, indeed, they scarce need anything but iron), but likewise a 
great deal of gold and silver; and by their driving this trade so long, it is not to be imagined how vast a treasure they 
have got among them, so that now they do not much care whether they sell off their merchandise for money in hand or 
upon trust. A great part of their treasure is now in bonds; but in all their contracts no private man stands bound, but the 
writing runs in the name of the town; and the towns that owe them money raise it from those private hands that owe it 
to them, lay it up in their public chamber, or enjoy the profit of it till the Utopians call for it; and they choose rather to 
let the greatest part of it lie in their hands, who make advantage by it, than to call for it themselves; but if they see that 
any of their other neighbors stand more in need of it, then they call it in and lend it to them. Whenever they are 
engaged in war, which is the only occasion in which their treasure can be usefully employed, they make use of it 
themselves; in great extremities or sudden accidents they employ it in hiring foreign troops, whom they more willingly 
expose to danger than their own people; they give them great pay, knowing well that this will work even on their 
enemies; that it will engage them either to betray their own side, or, at least, to desert it; and that it is the best means of
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raising mutual jealousies among them. For this end they have an incredible treasure; but they do not keep it as a 
treasure, but in such a manner as I am almost afraid to tell, lest you think it so extravagant as to be hardly credible. This I
have the more reason to apprehend because, if I had not seen it myself, I could not have been easily persuaded to have 
believed it upon any man’s report.

“It is certain that all things appear incredible to us in proportion as they differ from known customs; but one who can 
judge aright will not wonder to find that, since their constitution differs so much from ours, their value of gold and silver 
should be measured by a very different standard; for since they have no use for money among themselves, but keep it 
as a provision against events which seldom happen, and between which there are generally long intervening intervals, 
they value it no farther than it deserves—that is, in proportion to its use. So that it is plain they must prefer iron either 
to gold or silver, for men can no more live without iron than without fire or water; but Nature has marked out no use for
the other metals so essential as not easily to be dispensed with. The folly of men has enhanced the value of gold and 
silver because of their scarcity; whereas, on the contrary, it is their opinion that Nature, as an indulgent parent, has 
freely given us all the best things in great abundance, such as water and earth, but has laid up and hid from us the things
that are vain and useless.

“If these metals were laid up in any tower in the kingdom it would raise a jealousy of the Prince and Senate, and give 
birth to that foolish mistrust into which the people are apt to fall—a jealousy of their intending to sacrifice the interest 
of the public to their own private advantage. If they should work it into vessels, or any sort of plate, they fear that the 
people might grow too fond of it, and so be unwilling to let the plate be run down, if a war made it necessary, to employ 
it in paying their soldiers. To prevent all these inconveniences they have fallen upon an expedient which, as it agrees 
with their other policy, so is it very different from ours, and will scarce gain belief among us who value gold so much, 
and lay it up so carefully. They eat and drink out of vessels of earth or glass, which make an agreeable appearance, 
though formed of brittle materials; while they make their chamber-pots and close-stools of gold and silver, and that not 
only in their public halls but in their private houses. Of the same metals they likewise make chains and fetters for their 
slaves, to some of which, as a badge of infamy, they hang an earring of gold, and make others wear a chain or a coronet 
of the same metal; and thus they take care by all possible means to render gold and silver of no esteem; and from hence
it is that while other nations part with their gold and silver as unwillingly as if one tore out their bowels, those of Utopia 
would look on their giving in all they possess of those metals (when there were any use for them) but as the parting with
a trifle, or as we would esteem the loss of a penny! They find pearls on their coasts, and diamonds and carbuncles on 
their rocks; they do not look after them, but, if they find them by chance, they polish them, and with them they adorn 
their children, who are delighted with them, and glory in them during their childhood; but when they grow to years, and 
see that none but children use such baubles, they of their own accord, without being bid by their parents, lay them 
aside, and would be as much ashamed to use them afterwards as children among us, when they come to years, are of 
their puppets and other toys.

“I never saw a clearer instance of the opposite impressions that different customs make on people than I observed in 
the ambassadors of the Anemolians, who came to Amaurot when I was there. As they came to treat of affairs of great 
consequence, the deputies from several towns met together to wait for their coming. The ambassadors of the nations 
that lie near Utopia, knowing their customs, and that fine clothes are in no esteem among them, that silk is despised, 
and gold is a badge of infamy, used to come very modestly clothed; but the Anemolians, lying more remote, and having 
had little commerce with them, understanding that they were coarsely clothed, and all in the same manner, took it for 
granted that they had none of those fine things among them of which they made no use; and they, being a vainglorious 
rather than a wise people, resolved to set themselves out with so much pomp that they should look like gods, and strike 
the eyes of the poor Utopians with their splendor. Thus three ambassadors made their entry with a hundred attendants,
all clad in garments of different colors, and the greater part in silk; the ambassadors themselves, who were of the 
nobility of their country, were in cloth-of-gold, and adorned with massy chains, earrings and rings of gold; their caps 
were covered with bracelets set full of pearls and other gems—in a word, they were set out with all those things that 
among the Utopians were either the badges of slavery, the marks of infamy, or the playthings of children. It was not 
unpleasant to see, on the one side, how they looked big, when they compared their rich habits with the plain clothes of 
the Utopians, who were come out in great numbers to see them make their entry; and, on the other, to observe how 
much they were mistaken in the impression which they hoped this pomp would have made on them. It appeared so 
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ridiculous a show to all that had never stirred out of their country, and had not seen the customs of other nations, that 
though they paid some reverence to those that were the most meanly clad, as if they had been the ambassadors, yet 
when they saw the ambassadors themselves so full of gold and chains, they looked upon them as slaves, and forbore to 
treat them with reverence. You might have seen the children who were grown big enough to despise their playthings, 
and who had thrown away their jewels, call to their mothers, push them gently, and cry out, ‘See that great fool, that 
wears pearls and gems as if he were yet a child!’ while their mothers very innocently replied, ‘Hold your peace! this, I 
believe, is one of the ambassadors’ fools.’ Others censured the fashion of their chains, and observed, ‘That they were of 
no use, for they were too slight to bind their slaves, who could easily break them; and, besides, hung so loose about 
them that they thought it easy to throw their away, and so get from them.” But after the ambassadors had stayed a day 
among them, and saw so vast a quantity of gold in their houses (which was as much despised by them as it was 
esteemed in other nations), and beheld more gold and silver in the chains and fetters of one slave than all their 
ornaments amounted to, their plumes fell, and they were ashamed of all that glory for which they had formed valued 
themselves, and accordingly laid it aside—a resolution that they immediately took when, on their engaging in some free 
discourse with the Utopians, they discovered their sense of such things and their other customs. The Utopians wonder 
how any man should be so much taken with the glaring doubtful lustre of a jewel or a stone, that can look up to a star or
to the sun himself; or how any should value himself because his cloth is made of a finer thread; for, how fine so ever 
that thread may be, it was once no better than the fleece of a sheep, and that sheep, was a sheep still, for all its wearing 
it. They wonder much to hear that gold, which in itself is so useless a thing, should be everywhere so much esteemed 
that even man, for whom it was made, and by whom it has its value, should yet be thought of less value than this metal; 
that a man of lead, who has no more sense than a log of wood, and is as bad as he is foolish, should have many wise and
good men to serve him, only because he has a great heap of that metal; and that if it should happen that by some 
accident or trick of law (which, sometimes produces as great changes as chance itself) all this wealth should pass from 
the master to the meanest varlet of his whole family, he himself would very soon become one of his servants, as if he 
were a thing that belonged to his wealth, and so were bound to follow its fortune! But they much more admire and 
detest the folly of those who, when they see a rich man, though they neither owe him anything, nor are in any sort 
dependent on his bounty, yet, merely because he is rich, give him little less than divine honors, even though they know 
him to be so covetous and base-minded that, notwithstanding all his wealth, he will not part with one farthing of it to 
them as long as he lives!

“These and such like notions have that people imbibed, partly from their education, being bred in a country whose 
customs and laws are opposite to all such foolish maxims, and partly from their learning and studies—for though there 
are but few in any town that are so wholly excused from labor as to give themselves entirely up to their studies (these 
being only such persons as discover from their childhood an extraordinary capacity and disposition for letters), yet their 
children and a great part of the nation, both men and women, are taught to spend those hours in which they are not 
obliged to work in reading; and this they do through the whole progress of life. They have all their learning in their own 
tongue, which is both a copious and pleasant language, and in which a man can fully express his mind; it runs over a 
great tract of many countries, but it is not equally pure in all places. They had never so much as heard of the names of 
any of those philosophers that are so famous in these parts of the world, before we went among them; and yet they had
made the same discoveries as the Greeks, both in music, logic, arithmetic, and geometry. But as they are almost in 
everything equal to the ancient philosophers, so they far exceed our modern logicians for they have never yet fallen 
upon the barbarous niceties that our youth are forced to learn in those trifling logical schools that are among us. They 
are so far from minding chimeras and fantastical images made in the mind that none of them could comprehend what 
we meant when we talked to them of a man in the abstract as common to all men in particular (so that though we spoke
of him as a thing that we could point at with our fingers, yet none of them could perceive him) and yet distinct from 
every one, as if he were some monstrous Colossus or giant; yet, for all this ignorance of these empty notions, they knew 
astronomy, and were perfectly acquainted with the motions of the heavenly bodies; and have many instruments, well 
contrived and divided, by which they very accurately compute the course and positions of the sun, moon, and stars. But 
for the cheat of divining by the stars, by their oppositions or conjunctions, it has not so much as entered into their 
thoughts. They have a particular sagacity, founded upon much observation, in judging of the weather, by which they 
know when they may look for rain, wind, or other alterations in the air; but as to the philosophy of these things, the 
cause of the saltiness of the sea, of its ebbing and flowing, and of the original and nature both of the heavens and the 
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earth, they dispute of them partly as our ancient philosophers have done, and partly upon some new hypothesis, in 
which, as they differ from them, so they do not in all things agree among themselves.

“As to moral philosophy, they have the same disputes among them as we have here. They examine what are properly 
good, both for the body and the mind; and whether any outward thing can be called truly good, or if that term belong 
only to the endowments of the soul. They inquire, likewise, into the nature of virtue and pleasure. But their chief dispute
is concerning the happiness of a man, and wherein it consists—whether in some one thing or in a great many. They 
seem, indeed, more inclinable to that opinion that places, if not the whole, yet the chief part, of a man’s happiness in 
pleasure; and, what may seem more strange, they make use of arguments even from religion, notwithstanding its 
severity and roughness, for the support of that opinion so indulgent to pleasure; for they never dispute concerning 
happiness without fetching some arguments from the principles of religion as well as from natural reason, since without 
the former they reckon that all our inquiries after happiness must be but conjectural and defective.

“These are their religious principles:—That the soul of man is immortal, and that God of His goodness has designed that 
it should be happy; and that He has, therefore, appointed rewards for good and virtuous actions, and punishments for 
vice, to be distributed after this life. Though these principles of religion are conveyed down among them by tradition, 
they think that even reason itself determines a man to believe and acknowledge them; and freely confess that if these 
were taken away, no man would be so insensible as not to seek after pleasure by all possible means, lawful or unlawful, 
using only this caution—that a lesser pleasure might not stand in the way of a greater, and that no pleasure ought to be 
pursued that should draw a great deal of pain after it; for they think it the maddest thing in the world to pursue virtue, 
that is a sour and difficult thing, and not only to renounce the pleasures of life, but willingly to undergo much pain and 
trouble, if a man has no prospect of a reward. And what reward can there be for one that has passed his whole life, not 
only without pleasure, but in pain, if there is nothing to be expected after death? Yet they do not place happiness in all 
sorts of pleasures, but only in those that in themselves are good and honest. There is a party among them who place 
happiness in bare virtue; others think that our natures are conducted by virtue to happiness, as that which is the chief 
good of man. They define virtue thus—that it is a living according to Nature, and think that we are made by God for that 
end; they believe that a man then follows the dictates of Nature when he pursues or avoids things according to the 
direction of reason. They say that the first dictate of reason is the kindling in us a love and reverence for the Divine 
Majesty, to whom we owe both all that we have and, all that we can ever hope for. In the next place, reason directs us 
to keep our minds as free from passion and as cheerful as we can, and that we should consider ourselves as bound by 
the ties of good-nature and humanity to use our utmost endeavors to help forward the happiness of all other persons; 
for there never was any man such a morose and severe pursuer of virtue, such an enemy to pleasure, that though he set
hard rules for men to undergo, much pain, many watchings, and other rigors, yet did not at the same time advise them 
to do all they could in order to relieve and ease the miserable, and who did not represent gentleness and good-nature as
amiable dispositions. And from thence they infer that if a man ought to advance the welfare and comfort of the rest of 
mankind (there being no virtue more proper and peculiar to our nature than to ease the miseries of others, to free from 
trouble and anxiety, in furnishing them with the comforts of life, in which pleasure consists) Nature much more 
vigorously leads them to do all this for himself. A life of pleasure is either a real evil, and in that case we ought not to 
assist others in their pursuit of it, but, on the contrary, to keep them from it all we can, as from that which is most 
hurtful and deadly; or if it is a good thing, so that we not only may but ought to help others to it, why, then, ought not a 
man to begin with himself? since no man can be more bound to look after the good of another than after his own; for 
Nature cannot direct us to be good and kind to others, and yet at the same time to be unmerciful and cruel to ourselves.
Thus as they define virtue to be living according to Nature, so they imagine that Nature prompts all people on to seek 
after pleasure as the end of all they do. They also observe that in order to our supporting the pleasures of life, Nature 
inclines us to enter into society; for there is no man so much raised above the rest of mankind as to be the only favorite 
of Nature, who, on the contrary, seems to have placed on a level all those that belong to the same species. Upon this 
they infer that no man ought to seek his own conveniences so eagerly as to prejudice others; and therefore they think 
that not only all agreements between private persons ought to be observed, but likewise that all those laws ought to be 
kept which either a good prince has published in due form, or to which a people that is neither oppressed with tyranny 
nor circumvented by fraud has consented, for distributing those conveniences of life which afford us all our pleasures.
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“They think it is an evidence of true wisdom for a man to pursue his own advantage as far as the laws allow it, they 
account it piety to prefer the public good to one’s private concerns, but they think it unjust for a man to seek for 
pleasure by snatching another man’s pleasures from him; and, on the contrary, they think it a sign of a gentle and good 
soul for a man to dispense with his own advantage for the good of others, and that by this means a good man finds as 
much pleasure one way as he parts with another; for as he may expect the like from others when he may come to need 
it, so, if that should fail him, yet the sense of a good action, and the reflections that he makes on the love and gratitude 
of those whom he has so obliged, gives the mind more pleasure than the body could have found in that from which it 
had restrained itself. They are also persuaded that God will make up the loss of those small pleasures with a vast and 
endless joy, of which religion easily convinces a good soul.

“Thus, upon an inquiry into the whole matter, they reckon that all our actions, and even all our virtues, terminate in 
pleasure, as in our chief end and greatest happiness; and they call every motion or state, either of body or mind, in 
which Nature teaches us to delight, a pleasure. Thus they cautiously limit pleasure only to those appetites to which 
Nature leads us; for they say that Nature leads us only to those delights to which reason, as well as sense, carries us, and
by which we neither injure any other person nor lose the possession of greater pleasures, and of such as draw no 
troubles after them. But they look upon those delights which men by a foolish, though common, mistake call pleasure, 
as if they could change as easily the nature of things as the use of words, as things that greatly obstruct their real 
happiness, instead of advancing it, because they so entirely possess the minds of those that are once captivated by them
with a false notion of pleasure that there is no room left for pleasures of a truer or purer kind.

“There are many things that in themselves have nothing that is truly delightful; on the contrary, they have a good deal of
bitterness in them; and yet, from our perverse appetites after forbidden objects, are not only ranked among the 
pleasures, but are made even the greatest designs, of life. Among those who pursue these sophisticated pleasures they 
reckon such as I mentioned before, who think themselves really the better for having fine clothes; in which they think 
they are doubly mistaken, both in the opinion they have of their clothes, and in that they have of themselves. For if you 
consider the use of clothes, why should a fine thread be thought better than a coarse one? And yet these men, as if they
had some real advantages beyond others, and did not owe them wholly to their mistakes, look big, seem to fancy 
themselves to be more valuable, and imagine that a respect is due to them for the sake of a rich garment, to which they 
would not have pretended if they had been more meanly clothed, and even resent it as an affront if that respect is not 
paid them. It is also a great folly to be taken with outward marks of respect, which signify nothing; for what true or real 
pleasure can one man find in another’s standing bare or making legs to him? Will the bending another man’s knees give 
ease to yours? and will the head’s being bare cure the madness of yours? And yet it is wonderful to see how this false 
notion of pleasure bewitches many who delight themselves with the fancy of their nobility, and are pleased with this 
conceit—that they are descended from ancestors who have been held for some successions rich, and who have had 
great possessions; for this is all that makes nobility at present. Yet they do not think themselves a whit the less noble, 
though their immediate parents have left none of this wealth to them, or though they themselves have squandered it 
away. The Utopians have no better opinion of those who are much taken with gems and precious stones, and who 
account it a degree of happiness next to a divine one if they can purchase one that is very extraordinary, especially if it 
be of that sort of stones that is then in greatest request, for the same sort is not at all times universally of the same 
value, nor will men buy it unless it be dismounted and taken out of the gold. The jeweler is then made to give good 
security, and required solemnly to swear that the stone is true, that, by such an exact caution, a false one might not be 
bought instead of a true; though, if you were to examine it, your eye could find no difference between the counterfeit 
and that which is true; so that they are all one to you, as much as if you were blind. Or can it be thought that they who 
heap up a useless mass of wealth, not for any use that it is to bring them, but merely to please themselves with the 
contemplation of it, enjoy any true pleasure in it? The delight they find is only a false shadow of joy. Those are no better 
whose error is somewhat different from the former, and who hide it out of their fear of losing it; for what other name 
can fit the hiding it in the earth, or, rather, the restoring it to it again, it being thus cut off from being useful either to its 
owner or to the rest of mankind? And yet the owner, having hid it carefully, is glad, because he thinks he is now sure of 
it. If it should be stole, the owner, though he might live perhaps ten years after the theft, of which he knew nothing, 
would find no difference between his having or losing it, for both ways it was equally useless to him.
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“Among those foolish pursuers of pleasure they reckon all that delight in hunting, in fowling, or gaming, of whose 
madness they have only heard, for they have no such things among them. But they have asked us, ‘What sort of 
pleasure is it that men can find in throwing the dice?’ (for if there were any pleasure in it, they think the doing it so often
should give one a surfeit of it); ‘and what pleasure can one find in hearing the barking and howling of dogs, which seem 
rather odious than pleasant sounds?’ Nor can they comprehend the pleasure of seeing dogs run after a hare, more than 
of seeing one dog run after another; for if the seeing them run is that which gives the pleasure, you have the same 
entertainment to the eye on both these occasions, since that is the same in both cases. But if the pleasure lies in seeing 
the hare killed and torn by the dogs, this ought rather to stir pity, that a weak, harmless, and fearful hare should be 
devoured by strong, fierce, and cruel dogs. Therefore all this business of hunting is, among the Utopians, turned over to 
their butchers, and those, as has been already said, are all slaves, and they look on hunting as one of the basest parts of 
a butcher’s work, for they account it both more profitable and more decent to kill those beasts that are more necessary 
and useful to mankind, whereas the killing and tearing of so small and miserable an animal can only attract the 
huntsman with a false show of pleasure, from which he can reap but small advantage. They look on the desire of the 
bloodshed, even of beasts, as a mark of a mind that is already corrupted with cruelty, or that at least, by too frequent 
returns of so brutal a pleasure, must degenerate into it.

“Thus though the rabble of mankind look upon these, and on innumerable other things of the same nature, as pleasures,
the Utopians, on the contrary, observing that there is nothing in them truly pleasant, conclude that they are not to be 
reckoned among pleasures; for though these things may create some tickling in the senses (which seems to be a true 
notion of pleasure), yet they imagine that this does not arise from the thing itself, but from a depraved custom, which 
may so vitiate a man’s taste that bitter things may pass for sweet, as women with child think pitch or tallow taste 
sweeter than honey; but as a man’s sense, when corrupted either by a disease or some ill habit, does not change the 
nature of other things, so neither can it change the nature of pleasure.

“They reckon up several sorts of pleasures, which they call true ones; some belong to the body, and others to the mind. 
The pleasures of the mind lie in knowledge, and in that delight which the contemplation of truth carries with it; to which
they add the joyful reflections on a well-spent life, and the assured hopes of a future happiness. They divide the 
pleasures of the body into two sorts—the one is that which gives our senses some real delight, and is performed either 
by recruiting Nature and supplying those parts which feed the internal heat of life by eating and drinking, or when 
Nature is eased of any surcharge that oppresses it, when we are relieved from sudden pain, or that which arises from 
satisfying the appetite which Nature has wisely given to lead us to the propagation of the species. There is another kind 
of pleasure that arises neither from our receiving what the body requires, nor its being relieved when overcharged, and 
yet, by a secret unseen virtue, affects the senses, raises the passions, and strikes the mind with generous impressions—
this is, the pleasure that arises from music. Another kind of bodily pleasure is that which results from an undisturbed 
and vigorous constitution of body, when life and active spirits seem to actuate every part. This lively health, when 
entirely free from all mixture of pain, of itself gives an inward pleasure, independent of all external objects of delight; 
and though this pleasure does not so powerfully affect us, nor act so strongly on the senses as some of the others, yet it 
may be esteemed as the greatest of all pleasures; and almost all the Utopians reckon it the foundation and basis of all 
the other joys of life, since this alone makes the state of life easy and desirable, and when this is wanting, a man is really 
capable of no other pleasure. They look upon freedom from pain, if it does not rise from perfect health, to be a state of 
stupidity rather than of pleasure. This subject has been very narrowly canvassed among them, and it has been debated 
whether a firm and entire health could be called a pleasure or not. Some have thought that there was no pleasure but 
what was ‘excited’by some sensible motion in the body. But this opinion has been long ago excluded from among them; 
so that now they almost universally agree that health is the greatest of all bodily pleasures; and that as there is a pain in 
sickness which is as opposite in its nature to pleasure as sickness itself is to health, so they hold that health is 
accompanied with pleasure. And if any should say that sickness is not really pain, but that it only carries pain along with 
it, they look upon that as a fetch of subtlety that does not much alter the matter. It is all one, in their opinion, whether it
be said that health is in itself a pleasure, or that it begets a pleasure, as fire gives heat, so it be granted that all those 
whose health is entire have a true pleasure in the enjoyment of it. And they reason thus:—‘What is the pleasure of 
eating, but that a man’s health, which had been weakened, does, with the assistance of food, drive away hunger, and so 
recruiting itself, recovers its former vigor? And being thus refreshed it finds a pleasure in that conflict; and if the conflict 
is pleasure, the victory must yet breed a greater pleasure, except we fancy that it becomes stupid as soon as it has 
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obtained that which it pursued, and so neither knows nor rejoices in its own welfare.’ If it is said that health cannot be 
felt, they absolutely deny it; for what man is in health, that does not perceive it when he is awake? Is there any man that
is so dull and stupid as not to acknowledge that he feels a delight in health? And what is delight but another name for 
pleasure?

“But, of all pleasures, they esteem those to be most valuable that lie in the mind, the chief of which arise out of true 
virtue and the witness of a good conscience. They account health the chief pleasure that belongs to the body; for they 
think that the pleasure of eating and drinking, and all the other delights of sense, are only so far desirable as they give or
maintain health; but they are not pleasant in themselves otherwise than as they resist those impressions that our 
natural infirmities are still making upon us. For as a wise man desires rather to avoid diseases than to take physic, and to
be freed from pain rather than to find ease by remedies, so it is more desirable not to need this sort of pleasure than to 
be obliged to indulge it. If any man imagines that there is a real happiness in these enjoyments, he must then confess 
that he would be the happiest of all men if he were to lead his life in perpetual hunger, thirst, and itching, and, by 
consequence, in perpetual eating, drinking, and scratching himself; which any one may easily see would be not only a 
base, but a miserable, state of a life. These are, indeed, the lowest of pleasures, and the least pure, for we can never 
relish them but when they are mixed with the contrary pains. The pain of hunger must give us the pleasure of eating, 
and here the pain out-balances the pleasure. And as the pain is more vehement, so it lasts much longer; for as it begins 
before the pleasure, so it does not cease but with the pleasure that extinguishes it, and both expire together. They think,
therefore, none of those pleasures are to be valued any further than as they are necessary; yet they rejoice in them, and
with due gratitude acknowledge the tenderness of the great Author of Nature, who has planted in us appetites, by 
which those things that are necessary for our preservation are likewise made pleasant to us. For how miserable a thing 
would life be if those daily diseases of hunger and thirst were to be carried off by such bitter drugs as we must use for 
those diseases that return seldom upon us! And thus these pleasant, as well as proper, gifts of Nature maintain the 
strength and the sprightliness of our bodies.

“They also entertain themselves with the other delights let in at their eyes, their ears, and their nostrils as the pleasant 
relishes and seasoning of life, which Nature seems to have marked out peculiarly for man, since no other sort of animals 
contemplates the figure and beauty of the universe, nor is delighted with smells any further than as they distinguish 
meats by them; nor do they apprehend the concords or discords of sound. Yet, in all pleasures whatsoever, they take 
care that a lesser joy does not hinder a greater, and that pleasure may never breed pain, which they think always follows
dishonest pleasures. But they think it madness for a man to wear out the beauty of his face or the force of his natural 
strength, to corrupt the sprightliness of his body by sloth and laziness, or to waste it by fasting; that it is madness to 
weaken the strength of his constitution and reject the other delights of life, unless by renouncing his own satisfaction he
can either serve the public or promote the happiness of others, for which he expects a greater recompense from God. 
So that they look on such a course of life as the mark of a mind that is both cruel to itself and ungrateful to the Author of
Nature, as if we would not be beholden to Him for His favors, and therefore rejects all His blessings; as one who should 
afflict himself for the empty shadow of virtue, or for no better end than to render himself capable of bearing those 
misfortunes which possibly will never happen.

“This is their notion of virtue and of pleasure: they think that no man’s reason can carry him to a truer idea of them 
unless some discovery from heaven should inspire him with sublime notions. I have not now the leisure to examine 
whether they think right or wrong in this matter; nor do I judge it necessary, for I have only undertaken to give you an 
account of their constitution, but not to defend all their principles. I am sure that whatever may be said of their notions, 
there is not in the whole world either a better people or a happier government. Their bodies are vigorous and lively; and
though they are but of a middle stature, and have neither the fruit fullest soil nor the purest air in the world; yet they 
fortify themselves so well, by their temperate course of life, against the unhealthiness of their air, and by their industry 
they so cultivate their soil, that there is nowhere to be seen a greater increase, both of corn and cattle, nor are there 
anywhere healthier men and freer from diseases; for one may there see reduced to practice not only all the art that the 
husbandman employs in manuring and improving an ill soil, but whole woods plucked up by the roots, and in other 
places new ones planted, where there were none before. Their principal motive for this is the convenience of carriage, 
that their timber may be either near their towns or growing on the banks of the sea, or of some rivers, so as to be 
floated to them; for it is a harder work to carry wood at any distance over land than corn. The people are industrious, 
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apt to learn, as well as cheerful and pleasant, and none can endure more labor when it is necessary; but, except in that 
case, they love their ease. They are unwearied pursuers of knowledge; for when we had given them some hints of the 
learning and discipline of the Greeks, concerning whom we only instructed them (for we know that there was nothing 
among the Romans, except their historians and their poets, that they would value much), it was strange to see how 
eagerly they were set on learning that language: we began to read a little of it to them, rather in compliance with their 
importunity than out of any hopes of their reaping from it any great advantage: but, after a very short trial, we found 
they made such progress, that we saw our labor was like to be more successful than we could have expected: they 
learned to write their characters and to pronounce their language so exactly, had so quick an apprehension, they 
remembered it so faithfully, and became so ready and correct in the use of it, that it would have looked like a miracle if 
the greater part of those whom we taught had not been men both of extraordinary capacity and of a fit age for 
instruction: they were, for the greatest part, chosen from among their learned men by their chief council, though some 
studied it of their own accord. In three years’ time they became masters of the whole language, so that they read the 
best of the Greek authors very exactly. I am, indeed, apt to think that they learned that language the more easily from 
its having some relation to their own. I believe that they were a colony of the Greeks; for though their language comes 
nearer the Persian, yet they retain many names, both for their towns and magistrates, that are of Greek derivation. I 
happened to carry a great many books with me, instead of merchandise, when I sailed my fourth voyage; for I was so far 
from thinking of soon coming back, that I rather thought never to have returned at all, and I gave them all my books, 
among which were many of Plato’s and some of Aristotle’s works: I had also Theophrastus on Plants, which, to my great 
regret, was imperfect; for having laid it carelessly by, while we were at sea, a monkey had seized upon it, and in many 
places torn out the leaves. They have no books of grammar but Lascares, for I did not carry Theodorus with me; nor have
they any dictionaries but Hesichius and Dioscerides. They esteem Plutarch highly, and were much taken with Lucian’s wit
and with his pleasant way of writing. As for the poets, they have Aristophanes, Homer, Euripides, and Sophocles of 
Aldus’s edition; and for historians, Thucydides, Herodotus, and Herodian. One of my companions, Thricius Apinatus, 
happened to carry with him some of Hippocrates’s works and Galen’s Microtechne, which they hold in great estimation; 
for though there is no nation in the world that needs physic so little as they do, yet there is not any that honors it so 
much; they reckon the knowledge of it one of the pleasantest and most profitable parts of philosophy, by which, as they 
search into the secrets of nature, so they not only find this study highly agreeable, but think that such inquiries are very 
acceptable to the Author of nature; and imagine, that as He, like the inventors of curious engines amongst mankind, has 
exposed this great machine of the universe to the view of the only creatures capable of contemplating it, so an exact 
and curious observer, who admires His workmanship, is much more acceptable to Him than one of the herd, who, like a 
beast incapable of reason, looks on this glorious scene with the eyes of a dull and unconcerned spectator.

“The minds of the Utopians, when fenced with a love for learning, are very ingenious in discovering all such arts as are 
necessary to carry it to perfection. Two things they owe to us, the manufacture of paper and the art of printing; yet they 
are not so entirely indebted to us for these discoveries but that a great part of the invention was their own. We showed 
them some books printed by Aldus, we explained to them the way of making paper and the mystery of printing; but, as 
we had never practiced these arts, we described them in a crude and superficial manner. They seized the hints we gave 
them; and though at first they could not arrive at perfection, yet by making many essays they at last found out and 
corrected all their errors and conquered every difficulty. Before this they only wrote on parchment, on reeds, or on the 
barks of trees; but now they have established the manufactures of paper and set up printing presses, so that, if they had
but a good number of Greek authors, they would be quickly supplied with many copies of them: at present, though they 
have no more than those I have mentioned, yet, by several impressions, they have multiplied them into many 
thousands. If any man was to go among them that had some extraordinary talent, or that by much travelling had 
observed the customs of many nations (which made us to be so well received), he would receive a hearty welcome, for 
they are very desirous to know the state of the whole world. Very few go among them on the account of traffic; for what
can a man carry to them but iron, or gold, or silver? which merchants desire rather to export than import to a strange 
country: and as for their exportation, they think it better to manage that themselves than to leave it to foreigners, for by
this means, as they understand the state of the neighboring countries better, so they keep up the art of navigation 
which cannot be maintained but by much practice.
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OF THEIR SLAVES, AND OF THEIR MARRIAGES

“They do not make slaves of prisoners of war, except those that are taken in battle, nor of the sons of their slaves, nor of
those of other nations: the slaves among them are only such as are condemned to that state of life for the commission 
of some crime, or, which is more common, such as their merchants find condemned to die in those parts to which they 
trade, whom they sometimes redeem at low rates, and in other places have them for nothing. They are kept at 
perpetual labor, and are always chained, but with this difference, that their own natives are treated much worse than 
others: they are considered as more profligate than the rest, and since they could not be restrained by the advantages 
of so excellent an education, are judged worthy of harder usage. Another sort of slaves are the poor of the neighboring 
countries, who offer of their own accord to come and serve them: they treat these better, and use them in all other 
respects as well as their own countrymen, except their imposing more labor upon them, which is no hard task to those 
that have been accustomed to it; and if any of these have a mind to go back to their own country, which, indeed, falls 
out but seldom, as they do not force them to stay, so they do not send them away empty-handed.

“I have already told you with what care they look after their sick, so that nothing is left undone that can contribute 
either to their case or health; and for those who are taken with fixed and incurable diseases, they use all possible ways 
to cherish them and to make their lives as comfortable as possible. They visit them often and take great pains to make 
their time pass off easily; but when any is taken with a torturing and lingering pain, so that there is no hope either of 
recovery or ease, the priests and magistrates come and exhort them, that, since they are now unable to go on with the 
business of life, are become a burden to themselves and to all about them, and they have really out-lived themselves, 
they should no longer nourish such a rooted distemper, but choose rather to die since they cannot live but in much 
misery; being assured that if they thus deliver themselves from torture, or are willing that others should do it, they shall 
be happy after death: since, by their acting thus, they lose none of the pleasures, but only the troubles of life, they think 
they behave not only reasonably but in a manner consistent with religion and piety; because they follow the advice 
given them by their priests, who are the expounders of the will of God. Such as are wrought on by these persuasions 
either starve themselves of their own accord, or take opium, and by that means die without pain. But no man is forced 
on this way of ending his life; and if they cannot be persuaded to it, this does not induce them to fail in their attendance 
and care of them: but as they believe that a voluntary death, when it is chosen upon such an authority, is very 
honorable, so if any man takes away his own life without the approbation of the priests and the senate, they give him 
none of the honors of a decent funeral, but throw his body into a ditch.

“Their women are not married before eighteen nor their men before two-and-twenty, and if any of them run into 
forbidden embraces before marriage they are severely punished, and the privilege of marriage is denied them unless 
they can obtain a special warrant from the Prince. Such disorders cast a great reproach upon the master and mistress of 
the family in which they happen, for it is supposed that they have failed in their duty. The reason of punishing this so 
severely is, because they think that if they were not strictly restrained from all vagrant appetites, very few would engage
in a state in which they venture the quiet of their whole lives, by being confined to one person, and are obliged to 
endure all the inconveniences with which it is accompanied. In choosing their wives they use a method that would 
appear to us very absurd and ridiculous, but it is constantly observed among them, and is accounted perfectly consistent
with wisdom. Before marriage some grave matron presents the bride, naked, whether she is a virgin or a widow, to the 
bridegroom, and after that some grave man presents the bridegroom, naked, to the bride. We, indeed, both laughed at 
this, and condemned it as very indecent. But they, on the other hand, wondered at the folly of the men of all other 
nations, who, if they are but to buy a horse of a small value, are so cautious that they will see every part of him, and take
off both his saddle and all his other tackle, that there may be no secret ulcer hid under any of them, and that yet in the 
choice of a wife, on which depends the happiness or unhappiness of the rest of his life, a man should venture upon trust,
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and only see about a hands breadth of the face, all the rest of the body being covered, under which may lie hid what 
may be contagious as well as loathsome. All men are not so wise as to choose a woman only for her good qualities, and 
even wise men consider the body as that which adds not a little to the mind, and it is certain there may be some such 
deformity covered with clothes as may totally alienate a man from his wife, when it is too late to part with her; if such a 
thing is discovered after marriage a man has no remedy but patience; they, therefore, think it is reasonable that there 
should be good provision made against such mischievous frauds.

“There was so much the more reason for them to make a regulation in this matter, because they are the only people of 
those parts that neither allow of polygamy nor of divorces, except in the case of adultery or insufferable perverseness, 
for in these cases the Senate dissolves the marriage and grants the injured person leave to marry again; but the guilty 
are made infamous and are never allowed the privilege of a second marriage. None are suffered to put away their wives 
against their wills, from any great calamity that may have fallen on their persons, for they look on it as the height of 
cruelty and treachery to abandon either of the married persons when they need most the tender care of their consort, 
and that chiefly in the case of old age, which, as it carries many diseases along with it, so it is a disease of itself. But it 
frequently falls out that when a married couple do not well agree, they, by mutual consent, separate, and find out other 
persons with whom they hope they may live more happily; yet this is not done without obtaining leave of the Senate, 
which never admits of a divorce but upon a strict inquiry made, both by the senators and their wives, into the grounds 
upon which it is desired, and even when they are satisfied concerning the reasons of it they go on but slowly, for they 
imagine that too great easiness in granting leave for new marriages would very much shake the kindness of married 
people. They punish severely those that defile the marriage bed; if both parties are married they are divorced, and the 
injured persons may marry one another, or whom they please, but the adulterer and the adulteress are condemned to 
slavery, yet if either of the injured persons cannot shake off the love of the married person they may live with them still 
in that state, but they must follow them to that labor to which the slaves are condemned, and sometimes the 
repentance of the condemned, together with the unshaken kindness of the innocent and injured person, has prevailed 
so far with the Prince that he has taken off the sentence; but those that relapse after they are once pardoned are 
punished with death.

“Their law does not determine the punishment for other crimes, but that is left to the Senate, to temper it according to 
the circumstances of the fact. Husbands have power to correct their wives and parents to chastise their children, unless 
the fault is so great that a public punishment is thought necessary for striking terror into others. For the most part 
slavery is the punishment even of the greatest crimes, for as that is no less terrible to the criminals themselves than 
death, so they think the preserving them in a state of servitude is more for the interest of the commonwealth than 
killing them, since, as their labor is a greater benefit to the public than their death could be, so the sight of their misery 
is a more lasting terror to other men than that which would be given by their death. If their slaves rebel, and will not 
bear their yoke and submit to the labor that is enjoined them, they are treated as wild beasts that cannot be kept in 
order, neither by a prison nor by their chains, and are at last put to death. But those who bear their punishment 
patiently, and are so much wrought on by that pressure that lies so hard on them, that it appears they are really more 
troubled for the crimes they have committed than for the miseries they suffer, are not out of hope, but that, at last, 
either the Prince will, by his prerogative, or the people, by their intercession, restore them again to their liberty, or, at 
least, very much mitigate their slavery. He that tempts a married woman to adultery is no less severely punished than he
that commits it, for they believe that a deliberate design to commit a crime is equal to the fact itself, since its not taking 
effect does not make the person that miscarried in his attempt at all the less guilty.

“They take great pleasure in fools, and as it is thought a base and unbecoming thing to use them ill, so they do not think 
it amiss for people to divert themselves with their folly; and, in their opinion, this is a great advantage to the fools 
themselves; for if men were so sullen and severe as not at all to please themselves with their ridiculous behavior and 
foolish sayings, which is all that they can do to recommend themselves to others, it could not be expected that they 
would be so well provided for nor so tenderly used as they must otherwise be. If any man should reproach another for 
his being misshaped or imperfect in any part of his body, it would not at all be thought a reflection on the person so 
treated, but it would be accounted scandalous in him that had upbraided another with what he could not help. It is 
thought a sign of a sluggish and sordid mind not to preserve carefully one’s natural beauty; but it is likewise infamous 
among them to use paint. They all see that no beauty recommends a wife so much to her husband as the probity of her 
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life and her obedience; for as some few are caught and held only by beauty, so all are attracted by the other excellences 
which charm all the world.

“As they fright men from committing crimes by punishments, so they invite them to the love of virtue by public honors; 
therefore they erect statues to the memories of such worthy men as have deserved well of their country, and set these 
in their market-places, both to perpetuate the remembrance of their actions and to be an incitement to their posterity 
to follow their example.

“If any man aspires to any office he is sure never to compass it. They all live easily together, for none of the magistrates 
are either insolent or cruel to the people; they affect rather to be called fathers, and, by being really so, they well 
deserve the name; and the people pay them all the marks of honor the more freely because none are exacted from 
them. The Prince himself has no distinction, either of garments or of a crown; but is only distinguished by a sheaf of corn
carried before him; as the High Priest is also known by his being preceded by a person carrying a wax light.

“They have but few laws, and such is their constitution that they need not many. They very much condemn other 
nations whose laws, together with the commentaries on them, swell up to so many volumes; for they think it an 
unreasonable thing to oblige men to obey a body of laws that are both of such a bulk, and so dark as not to be read and 
understood by every one of the subjects.

“They have no lawyers among them, for they consider them as a sort of people whose profession it is to disguise matters
and to wrest the laws, and, therefore, they think it is much better that every man should plead his own cause, and trust 
it to the judge, as in other places the client trusts it to a counsellor; by this means they both cut off many delays and find
out truth more certainly; for after the parties have laid open the merits of the cause, without those artifices which 
lawyers are apt to suggest, the judge examines the whole matter, and supports the simplicity of such well-meaning 
persons, whom otherwise crafty men would be sure to run down; and thus they avoid those evils which appear very 
remarkably among all those nations that labor under a vast load of laws. Every one of them is skilled in their law; for, as 
it is a very short study, so the plainest meaning of which words are capable is always the sense of their laws; and they 
argue thus: all laws are promulgated for this end, that every man may know his duty; and, therefore, the plainest and 
most obvious sense of the words is that which ought to be put upon them, since a more refined exposition cannot be 
easily comprehended, and would only serve to make the laws become useless to the greater part of mankind, and 
especially to those who need most the direction of them; for it is all one not to make a law at all or to couch it in such 
terms that, without a quick apprehension and much study, a man cannot find out the true meaning of it, since the 
generality of mankind are both so dull, and so much employed in their several trades, that they have neither the leisure 
nor the capacity requisite for such an inquiry.

“Some of their neighbors, who are masters of their own liberties (having long ago, by the assistance of the Utopians, 
shaken off the yoke of tyranny, and being much taken with those virtues which they observe among them), have come 
to desire that they would send magistrates to govern them, some changing them every year, and others every five years;
at the end of their government they bring them back to Utopia, with great expressions of honor and esteem, and carry 
away others to govern in their stead. In this they seem to have fallen upon a very good expedient for their own 
happiness and safety; for since the good or ill condition of a nation depends so much upon their magistrates, they could 
not have made a better choice than by pitching on men whom no advantages can bias; for wealth is of no use to them, 
since they must so soon go back to their own country, and they, being strangers among them, are not engaged in any of 
their heats or animosities; and it is certain that when public judicatories are swayed, either by avarice or partial 
affections, there must follow a dissolution of justice, the chief sinew of society.

“The Utopians call those nations that come and ask magistrates from them Neighbors; but those to whom they have 
been of more particular service, Friends; and as all other nations are perpetually either making leagues or breaking 
them, they never enter into an alliance with any state. They think leagues are useless things, and believe that if the 
common ties of humanity do not knit men together, the faith of promises will have no great effect; and they are the 
more confirmed in this by what they see among the nations round about them, who are no strict observers of leagues 
and treaties. We know how religiously they are observed in Europe, more particularly where the Christian doctrine is 
received, among whom they are sacred and inviolable! which is partly owing to the justice and goodness of the princes 
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themselves, and partly to the reverence they pay to the popes, who, as they are the most religious observers of their 
own promises, so they exhort all other princes to perform theirs, and, when fainter methods do not prevail, they compel
them to it by the severity of the pastoral censure, and think that it would be the most indecent thing possible if men 
who are particularly distinguished by the title of ‘The Faithful’ should not religiously keep the faith of their treaties. But 
in that new-found world, which is not more distant from us in situation than the people are in their manners and course 
of life, there is no trusting to leagues, even though they were made with all the pomp of the most sacred ceremonies; on
the contrary, they are on this account the sooner broken, some slight pretence being found in the words of the treaties, 
which are purposely couched in such ambiguous terms that they can never be so strictly bound but they will always find 
some loophole to escape at, and thus they break both their leagues and their faith; and this is done with such 
impudence, that those very men who value themselves on having suggested these expedients to their princes would, 
with a haughty scorn, declaim against such craft; or, to speak plainer, such fraud and deceit, if they found private men 
make use of it in their bargains, and would readily say that they deserved to be hanged.

“By this means it is that all sort of justice passes in the world for a low-spirited and vulgar virtue, far below the dignity of 
royal greatness—or at least there are set up two sorts of justice; the one is mean and creeps on the ground, and, 
therefore, becomes none but the lower part of mankind, and so must be kept in severely by many restraints, that it may 
not break out beyond the bounds that are set to it; the other is the peculiar virtue of princes, which, as it is more 
majestic than that which becomes the rabble, so takes a freer compass, and thus lawful and unlawful are only measured 
by pleasure and interest. These practices of the princes that lie about Utopia, who make so little account of their faith, 
seem to be the reasons that determine them to engage in no confederacy. Perhaps they would change their mind if they
lived among us; but yet, though treaties were more religiously observed, they would still dislike the custom of making 
them, since the world has taken up a false maxim upon it, as if there were no tie of nature uniting one nation to another,
only separated perhaps by a mountain or a river, and that all were born in a state of hostility, and so might lawfully do 
all that mischief to their neighbors against which there is no provision made by treaties; and that when treaties are 
made they do not cut off the enmity or restrain the license of preying upon each other, if, by the unskillfulness of 
wording them, there are not effectual provisos made against them; they, on the other hand, judge that no man is to be 
esteemed our enemy that has never injured us, and that the partnership of human nature is instead of a league; and 
that kindness and good nature unite men more effectually and with greater strength than any agreements whatsoever, 
since thereby the engagements of men’s hearts become stronger than the bond and obligation of words.
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OF THEIR MILITARY DISCIPLINE

They detest war as a very brutal thing, and which, to the reproach of human nature, is more practiced by men than by 
any sort of beasts. They, in opposition to the sentiments of almost all other nations, think that there is nothing more 
inglorious than that glory that is gained by war; and therefore, though they accustom themselves daily to military 
exercises and the discipline of war, in which not only their men, but their women likewise, are trained up, that, in cases 
of necessity, they may not be quite useless, yet they do not rashly engage in war, unless it be either to defend 
themselves or their friends from any unjust aggressors, or, out of good nature or in compassion, assist an oppressed 
nation in shaking off the yoke of tyranny. They, indeed, help their friends not only in defensive but also in offensive 
wars; but they never do that unless they had been consulted before the breach was made, and, being satisfied with the 
grounds on which they went, they had found that all demands of reparation were rejected, so that a war was 
unavoidable. This they think to be not only just when one neighbor makes an inroad on another by public order, and 
carries away the spoils, but when the merchants of one country are oppressed in another, either under pretence of 
some unjust laws, or by the perverse wresting of good ones. This they count a juster cause of war than the other, 
because those injuries are done under some color of laws. This was the only ground of that war in which they engaged 
with the Nephelogetes against the Aleopolitanes, a little before our time; for the merchants of the former having, as 
they thought, met with great injustice among the latter, which (whether it was in itself right or wrong) drew on a terrible
war, in which many of their neighbors were engaged; and their keenness in carrying it on being supported by their 
strength in maintaining it, it not only shook some very flourishing states and very much afflicted others, but, after a 
series of much mischief ended in the entire conquest and slavery of the Aleopolitanes, who, though before the war they 
were in all respects much superior to the Nephelogetes, were yet subdued; but, though the Utopians had assisted them 
in the war, yet they pretended to no share of the spoil.

“But, though they so vigorously assist their friends in obtaining reparation for the injuries they have received in affairs of
this nature, yet, if any such frauds were committed against themselves, provided no violence was done to their persons, 
they would only, on their being refused satisfaction, forbear trading with such a people. This is not because they 
consider their neighbors more than their own citizens; but, since their neighbors trade every one upon his own stock, 
fraud is a more sensible injury to them than it is to the Utopians, among whom the public, in such a case, only suffers, as
they expect no thing in return for the merchandise they export but that in which they so much abound, and is of little 
use to them, the loss does not much affect them. They think, therefore, it would be too severe to revenge a loss 
attended with so little inconvenience, either to their lives or their subsistence, with the death of many persons; but if 
any of their people are either killed or wounded wrongfully, whether it be done by public authority, or only by private 
men, as soon as they hear of it they send ambassadors, and demand that the guilty persons may be delivered up to 
them, and if that is denied, they declare war; but if it be complied with, the offenders are condemned either to death or 
slavery.

“They would be both troubled and ashamed of a bloody victory over their enemies; and think it would be as foolish a 
purchase as to buy the most valuable goods at too high a rate. And in no victory do they glory so much as in that which is
gained by dexterity and good conduct without bloodshed. In such cases they appoint public triumphs, and erect trophies
to the honor of those who have succeeded; for then do they reckon that a man acts suitably to his nature, when he 
conquers his enemy in such a way as that no other creature but a man could be capable of, and that is by the strength of
his understanding. Bears, lions, boars, wolves, and dogs, and all other animals, employ their bodily force one against 
another, in which, as many of them are superior to men, both in strength and fierceness, so they are all subdued by his 
reason and understanding.
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“The only design of the Utopians in war is to obtain that by force which, if it had been granted them in time, would have 
prevented the war; or, if that cannot be done, to take so severe a revenge on those that have injured them that they 
may be terrified from doing the like for the time to come. By these ends they measure all their designs, and manage 
them so, that it is visible that the appetite of fame or vainglory does not work so much on there as a just care of their 
own security.

“As soon as they declare war, they take care to have a great many schedules, that are sealed with their common seal, 
affixed in the most conspicuous places of their enemies’ country. This is carried secretly, and done in many places all at 
once. In these they promise great rewards to such as shall kill the prince, and lesser in proportion to such as shall kill any
other persons who are those on whom, next to the prince himself, they cast the chief balance of the war. And they 
double the sum to him that, instead of killing the person so marked out, shall take him alive, and put him in their hands. 
They offer not only indemnity, but rewards, to such of the persons themselves that are so marked, if they will act against
their countrymen. By this means those that are named in their schedules become not only distrustful of their fellow-
citizens, but are jealous of one another, and are much distracted by fear and danger; for it has often fallen out that 
many of them, and even the prince himself, have been betrayed, by those in whom they have trusted most; for the 
rewards that the Utopians offer are so immeasurably great, that there is no sort of crime to which men cannot be drawn
by them. They consider the risk that those run who undertake such services, and offer a recompense proportioned to 
the danger—not only a vast deal of gold, but great revenues in lands, that lie among other nations that are their friends, 
where they may go and enjoy them very securely; and they observe the promises they make of their kind most 
religiously. They very much approve of this way of corrupting their enemies, though it appears to others to be base and 
cruel; but they look on it as a wise course, to make an end of what would be otherwise a long war, without so much as 
hazarding one battle to decide it. They think it likewise an act of mercy and love to mankind to prevent the great 
slaughter of those that must otherwise be killed in the progress of the war, both on their own side and on that of their 
enemies, by the death of a few that are most guilty; and that in so doing they are kind even to their enemies, and pity 
them no less than their own people, as knowing that the greater part of them do not engage in the war of their own 
accord, but are driven into it by the passions of their prince.

“If this method does not succeed with them, then they sow seeds of contention among their enemies, and animate the 
prince’s brother, or some of the nobility, to aspire to the crown. If they cannot disunite them by domestic broils, then 
they engage their neighbors against them, and make them set on foot some old pretensions, which are never wanting to
princes when they have occasion for them. These they plentifully supply with money, though but very sparingly with any
auxiliary troops; for they are so tender of their own people that they would not willingly exchange one of them, even 
with the prince of their enemies’ country.

“But as they keep their gold and silver only for such an occasion, so, when that offers itself, they easily part with it; since 
it would be no convenience to them, though they should reserve nothing of it to themselves. For besides the wealth that
they have among them at home, they have a vast treasure abroad; many nations round about them being deep in their 
debt: so that they hire soldiers from all places for carrying on their wars; but chiefly from the Zapolets, who live five 
hundred miles east of Utopia. They are a rude, wild, and fierce nation, who delight in the woods and rocks, among which
they were born and bred up. They are hardened both against heat, cold, and labor, and know nothing of the delicacies of
life. They do not apply themselves to agriculture, nor do they care either for their houses or their clothes: cattle is all 
that they look after; and for the greatest part they live either by hunting or upon rapine; and are made, as it were, only 
for war. They watch all opportunities of engaging in it, and very readily embrace such as are offered them. Great 
numbers of them will frequently go out, and offer themselves for a very low pay, to serve any that will employ them: 
they know none of the arts of life, but those that lead to the taking it away; they serve those that hire them, both with 
much courage and great fidelity; but will not engage to serve for any determined time, and agree upon such terms, that 
the next day they may go over to the enemies of those whom they serve if they offer them a greater encouragement; 
and will, perhaps, return to them the day after that upon a higher advance of their pay. There are few wars in which 
they make not a considerable part of the armies of both sides: so it often falls out that they who are related, and were 
hired in the same country, and so have lived long and familiarly together, forgetting both their relations and former 
friendship, kill one another upon no other consideration than that of being hired to it for a little money by princes of 
different interests; and such a regard have they for money that they are easily wrought on by the difference of one 
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penny a day to change sides. So entirely does their avarice influence them; and yet this money, which they value so 
highly, is of little use to them; for what they purchase thus with their blood they quickly waste on luxury, which among 
them is but of a poor and miserable form.

“This nation serves the Utopians against all people whatsoever, for they pay higher than any other. The Utopians hold 
this for a maxim, that as they seek out the best sort of men for their own use at home, so they make use of this worst 
sort of men for the consumption of war; and therefore they hire them with the offers of vast rewards to expose 
themselves to all sorts of hazards, out of which the greater part never returns to claim their promises; yet they make 
them good most religiously to such as escape. This animates them to adventure again, whenever there is occasion for it; 
for the Utopians are not at all troubled how many of these happen to be killed, and reckon it a service done to mankind 
if they could be a means to deliver the world from such a lewd and vicious sort of people, that seem to have run 
together, as to the drain of human nature. Next to these, they are served in their wars with those upon whose account 
they undertake them, and with the auxiliary troops of their other friends, to whom they join a few of their own people, 
and send some man of eminent and approved virtue to command in chief. There are two sent with him, who, during his 
command, are but private men, but the first is to succeed him if he should happen to be either killed or taken; and, in 
case of the like misfortune to him, the third comes in his place; and thus they provide against all events, that such 
accidents as may befall their generals may not endanger their armies. When they draw out troops of their own people, 
they take such out of every city as freely offer themselves, for none are forced to go against their wills, since they think 
that if any man is pressed that wants courage, he will not only act faintly, but by his cowardice dishearten others. But if 
an invasion is made on their country, they make use of such men, if they have good bodies, though they are not brave; 
and either put them aboard their ships, or place them on the walls of their towns, that being so posted, they may find no
opportunity of flying away; and thus either shame, the heat of action, or the impossibility of flying, bears down their 
cowardice; they often make a virtue of necessity, and behave themselves well, because nothing else is left them. But as 
they force no man to go into any foreign war against his will, so they do not hinder those women who are willing to go 
along with their husbands; on the contrary, they encourage and praise them, and they stand often next their husbands 
in the front of the army. They also place together those who are related, parents, and children, kindred, and those that 
are mutually allied, near one another; that those whom nature has inspired with the greatest zeal for assisting one 
another may be the nearest and readiest to do it; and it is matter of great reproach if husband or wife survive one 
another, or if a child survives his parent, and therefore when they come to be engaged in action, they continue to fight 
to the last man, if their enemies stand before them: and as they use all prudent methods to avoid the endangering their 
own men, and if it is possible let all the action and danger fall upon the troops that they hire, so if it becomes necessary 
for themselves to engage, they then charge with as much courage as they avoided it before with prudence: nor is it a 
fierce charge at first, but it increases by degrees; and as they continue in action, they grow more obstinate, and press 
harder upon the enemy, insomuch that they will much sooner die than give ground; for the certainty that their children 
will be well looked after when they are dead frees them from all that anxiety concerning them which often masters men 
of great courage; and thus they are animated by a noble and invincible resolution. Their skill in military affairs increases 
their courage: and the wise sentiments which, according to the laws of their country, are instilled into them in their 
education, give additional vigor to their minds: for as they do not undervalue life so as prodigally to throw it away, they 
are not so indecently fond of it as to preserve it by base and unbecoming methods. In the greatest heat of action the 
bravest of their youth, who have devoted themselves to that service, single out the general of their enemies, set on him 
either openly or by ambuscade; pursue him everywhere, and when spent and wearied out, are relieved by others, who 
never give over the pursuit, either attacking him with close weapons when they can get near him, or with those which 
wound at a distance, when others get in between them. So that, unless he secures himself by flight, they seldom fail at 
last to kill or to take him prisoner. When they have obtained a victory, they kill as few as possible, and are much more 
bent on taking many prisoners than on killing those that fly before them. Nor do they ever let their men so loose in the 
pursuit of their enemies as not to retain an entire body still in order; so that if they have been forced to engage the last 
of their battalions before they could gain the day, they will rather let their enemies all escape than pursue them when 
their own army is in disorder; remembering well what has often fallen out to themselves, that when the main body of 
their army has been quite defeated and broken, when their enemies, imagining the victory obtained, have let 
themselves loose into an irregular pursuit, a few of them that lay for a reserve, waiting a fit opportunity, have fallen on 
them in their chase, and when straggling in disorder, and apprehensive of no danger, but counting the day their own, 



56

have turned the whole action, and, wresting out of their hands a victory that seemed certain and undoubted, while the 
vanquished have suddenly become victorious.

“It is hard to tell whether they are more dexterous in laying or avoiding ambushes. They sometimes seem to fly when it 
is far from their thoughts; and when they intend to give ground, they do it so that it is very hard to find out their design. 
If they see they are ill posted, or are like to be overpowered by numbers, they then either march off in the night with 
great silence, or by some stratagem delude their enemies. If they retire in the day-time, they do it in such order that it is 
no less dangerous to fall upon them in a retreat than in a march. They fortify their camps with a deep and large trench; 
and throw up the earth that is dug out of it for a wall; nor do they employ only their slaves in this, but the whole army 
works at it, except those that are then upon the guard; so that when so many hands are at work, a great line and a 
strong fortification is finished in so short a time that it is scarce credible. Their armor is very strong for defense, and yet 
is not so heavy as to make them uneasy in their marches; they can even swim with it. All that are trained up to war 
practice swimming. Both horse and foot make great use of arrows, and are very expert. They have no swords, but fight 
with a pole-axe that is both sharp and heavy, by which they thrust or strike down an enemy. They are very good at 
finding out warlike machines, and disguise them so well that the enemy does not perceive them till he feels the use of 
them; so that he cannot prepare such a defense as would render them useless; the chief consideration had in the 
making them is that they may be easily carried and managed.

“If they agree to a truce, they observe it so religiously that no provocations will make them break it. They never lay their 
enemies’ country waste nor burn their corn, and even in their marches they take all possible care that neither horse nor 
foot may tread it down, for they do not know but that they may have use for it themselves. They hurt no man whom 
they find disarmed, unless he is a spy. When a town is surrendered to them, they take it into their protection; and when 
they carry a place by storm they never plunder it, but put those only to the sword that oppose the rendering of it up, 
and make the rest of the garrison slaves, but for the other inhabitants, they do them no hurt; and if any of them had 
advised a surrender, they give them good rewards out of the estates of those that they condemn, and distribute the rest
among their auxiliary troops, but they themselves take no share of the spoil.

“When a war is ended, they do not oblige their friends to reimburse their expenses; but they obtain them of the 
conquered, either in money, which they keep for the next occasion, or in lands, out of which a constant revenue is to be 
paid them; by many increases the revenue which they draw out from several countries on such occasions is now risen to
above 700,000 ducats a year. They send some of their own people to receive these revenues, who have orders to live 
magnificently and like princes, by which means they consume much of it upon the place; and either bring over the rest 
to Utopia or lend it to that nation in which it lies. This they most commonly do, unless some great occasion, which falls 
out but very seldom, should oblige them to call for it all. It is out of these lands that they assign rewards to such as they 
encourage to adventure on desperate attempts. If any prince that engages in war with them is making preparations for 
invading their country, they prevent him, and make his country the seat of the war; for they do not willingly suffer any 
war to break in upon their island; and if that should happen, they would only defend themselves by their own people; 
but would not call for auxiliary troops to their assistance.

OF THE RELIGIONS OF THE UTOPIANS

“There are several sorts of religions, not only in different parts of the island, but even in every town; some worshipping 
the sun, others the moon or one of the planets. Some worship such men as have been eminent in former times for 
virtue or glory, not only as ordinary deities, but as the supreme god. Yet the greater and wiser sort of them worship 
none of these, but adore one eternal, invisible, infinite, and incomprehensible Deity; as a Being that is far above all our 
apprehensions, that is spread over the whole universe, not by His bulk, but by His power and virtue; Him they call the 
Father of All, and acknowledge that the beginnings, the increase, the progress, the vicissitudes, and the end of all things 
come only from Him; nor do they offer divine honors to any but to Him alone. And, indeed, though they differ 
concerning other things, yet all agree in this: that they think there is one Supreme Being that made and governs the 
world, whom they call, in the language of their country, Mithras. They differ in this: that one thinks the god whom he 
worships is this Supreme Being, and another thinks that his idol is that god; but they all agree in one principle, that 
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whoever is this Supreme Being, He is also that great essence to whose glory and majesty all honors are ascribed by the 
consent of all nations.

“By degrees they fall off from the various superstitions that are among them, and grow up to that one religion that is the
best and most in request; and there is no doubt to be made, but that all the others had vanished long ago, if some of 
those who advised them to lay aside their superstitions had not met with some unhappy accidents, which, being 
considered as inflicted by heaven, made them afraid that the god whose worship had like to have been abandoned had 
interposed and revenged themselves on those who despised their authority.

“After they had heard from us an account of the doctrine, the course of life, and the miracles of Christ, and of the 
wonderful constancy of so many martyrs, whose blood, so willingly offered up by them, was the chief occasion of 
spreading their religion over a vast number of nations, it is not to be imagined how inclined they were to receive it. I 
shall not determine whether this proceeded from any secret inspiration of God, or whether it was because it seemed so 
favorable to that community of goods, which is an opinion so particular as well as so dear to them; since they perceived 
that Christ and His followers lived by that rule, and that it was still kept up in some communities among the sincerest 
sort of Christians. From whatsoever of these motives it might be, true it is, that many of them came over to our religion, 
and were initiated into it by baptism. But as two of our number were dead, so none of the four that survived were in 
priests’ orders, we, therefore, could only baptize them, so that, to our great regret, they could not partake of the other 
sacraments, that can only be administered by priests, but they are instructed concerning them and long most 
vehemently for them. They have had great disputes among themselves, whether one chosen by them to be a priest 
would not be thereby qualified to do all the things that belong to that character, even though he had no authority 
derived from the Pope, and they seemed to be resolved to choose some for that employment, but they had not done it 
when I left them.

“Those among them that have not received our religion do not fright any from it, and use none ill that goes over to it, so 
that all the while I was there one man was only punished on this occasion. He being newly baptized did, notwithstanding
all that we could say to the contrary, dispute publicly concerning the Christian religion, with more zeal than discretion, 
and with so much heat, that he not only preferred our worship to theirs, but condemned all their rites as profane, and 
cried out against all that adhered to them as impious and sacrilegious persons, that were to be damned to everlasting 
burnings. Upon his having frequently preached in this manner he was seized, and after trial he was condemned to 
banishment, not for having disparaged their religion, but for his inflaming the people to sedition; for this is one of their 
most ancient laws, that no man ought to be punished for his religion. At the first constitution of their government, 
Utopus having understood that before his coming among them the old inhabitants had been engaged in great quarrels 
concerning religion, by which they were so divided among themselves, that he found it an easy thing to conquer them, 
since, instead of uniting their forces against him, every different party in religion fought by themselves. After he had 
subdued them he made a law that every man might be of what religion he pleased, and might endeavor to draw others 
to it by the force of argument and by amicable and modest ways, but without bitterness against those of other opinions;
but that he ought to use no other force but that of persuasion, and was neither to mix with it reproaches nor violence; 
and such as did otherwise were to be condemned to banishment or slavery.

“This law was made by Utopus, not only for preserving the public peace, which he saw suffered much by daily 
contentions and irreconcilable heats, but because he thought the interest of religion itself required it. He judged it not fit
to determine anything rashly; and seemed to doubt whether those different forms of religion might not all come from 
God, who might inspire man in a different manner, and be pleased with this variety; he therefore thought it indecent 
and foolish for any man to threaten and terrify another to make him believe what did not appear to him to be true. And 
supposing that only one religion was really true, and the rest false, he imagined that the native force of truth would at 
last break forth and shine bright, if supported only by the strength of argument, and attended to with a gentle and 
unprejudiced mind; while, on the other hand, if such debates were carried on with violence and tumults, as the most 
wicked are always the most obstinate, so the best and most holy religion might be choked with superstition, as corn is 
with briars and thorns; he therefore left men wholly to their liberty, that they might be free to believe as they should 
see cause; only he made a solemn and severe law against such as should so far degenerate from the dignity of human 
nature, as to think that our souls died with our bodies, or that the world was governed by chance, without a wise 
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overruling Providence: for they all formerly believed that there was a state of rewards and punishments to the good and
bad after this life; and they now look on those that think otherwise as scarce fit to be counted men, since they degrade 
so noble a being as the soul, and reckon it no better than a beast’s: thus they are far from looking on such men as fit for 
human society, or to be citizens of a well-ordered commonwealth; since a man of such principles must needs, as oft as 
he dares do it, despise all their laws and customs: for there is no doubt to be made, that a man who is afraid of nothing 
but the law, and apprehends nothing after death, will not scruple to break through all the laws of his country, either by 
fraud or force, when by this means he may satisfy his appetites. They never raise any that hold these maxims, either to 
honors or offices, nor employ them in any public trust, but despise them, as men of base and sordid minds. Yet they do 
not punish them, because they lay this down as a maxim, that a man cannot make himself believe anything he pleases; 
nor do they drive any to dissemble their thoughts by threatenings, so that men are not tempted to lie or disguise their 
opinions; which being a sort of fraud, is abhorred by the Utopians: they take care indeed to prevent their disputing in 
defense of these opinions, especially before the common people: but they suffer, and even encourage them to dispute 
concerning them in private with their priest, and other grave men, being confident that they will be cured of those mad 
opinions by having reason laid before them. There are many among them that run far to the other extreme, though it is 
neither thought an ill nor unreasonable opinion, and therefore is not at all discouraged. They think that the souls of 
beasts are immortal, though far inferior to the dignity of the human soul, and not capable of so great a happiness. They 
are almost all of them very firmly persuaded that good men will be infinitely happy in another state: so that though they 
are compassionate to all that are sick, yet they lament no man’s death, except they see him loath to part with life; for 
they look on this as a very ill presage, as if the soul, conscious to itself of guilt, and quite hopeless, was afraid to leave 
the body, from some secret hints of approaching misery. They think that such a man’s appearance before God cannot be
acceptable to Him, who being called on, does not go out cheerfully, but is backward and unwilling, and is as it were 
dragged to it. They are struck with horror when they see any die in this manner, and carry them out in silence and with 
sorrow, and praying God that He would be merciful to the errors of the departed soul, they lay the body in the ground: 
but when any die cheerfully, and full of hope, they do not mourn for them, but sing hymns when they carry out their 
bodies, and commending their souls very earnestly to God: their whole behavior is then rather grave than sad, they burn
the body, and set up a pillar where the pile was made, with an inscription to the honor of the deceased. When they 
come from the funeral, they discourse of his good life, and worthy actions, but speak of nothing oftener and with more 
pleasure than of his serenity at the hour of death. They think such respect paid to the memory of good men is both the 
greatest incitement to engage others to follow their example, and the most acceptable worship that can be offered 
them; for they believe that though by the imperfection of human sight they are invisible to us, yet they are present 
among us, and hear those discourses that pass concerning themselves. They believe it inconsistent with the happiness of
departed souls not to be at liberty to be where they will: and do not imagine them capable of the ingratitude of not 
desiring to see those friends with whom they lived on earth in the strictest bonds of love and kindness: besides, they are
persuaded that good men, after death, have these affections; and all other good dispositions increased rather than 
diminished, and therefore conclude that they are still among the living, and observe all they say or do. From hence they 
engage in all their affairs with the greater confidence of success, as trusting to their protection; while this opinion of the 
presence of their ancestors is a restraint that prevents their engaging in ill designs.

“They despise and laugh at auguries, and the other vain and superstitious ways of divination, so much observed among 
other nations; but have great reverence for such miracles as cannot flow from any of the powers of nature, and look on 
them as effects and indications of the presence of the Supreme Being, of which they say many instances have occurred 
among them; and that sometimes their public prayers, which upon great and dangerous occasions they have solemnly 
put up to God, with assured confidence of being heard, have been answered in a miraculous manner.

“They think the contemplating God in His works, and the adoring Him for them, is a very acceptable piece of worship to 
Him.

“There are many among them that upon a motive of religion neglect learning, and apply themselves to no sort of study; 
nor do they allow themselves any leisure time, but are perpetually employed, believing that by the good things that a 
man does he secures to himself that happiness that comes after death. Some of these visit the sick; others mend 
highways, cleanse ditches, repair bridges, or dig turf, gravel, or stone. Others fell and cleave timber, and bring wood, 
corn, and other necessaries, on carts, into their towns; nor do these only serve the public, but they serve even private 
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men, more than the slaves themselves do: for if there is anywhere a rough, hard, and sordid piece of work to be done, 
from which many are frightened by the labor and loathsomeness of it, if not the despair of accomplishing it, they 
cheerfully, and of their own accord, take that to their share; and by that means, as they ease others very much, so they 
afflict themselves, and spend their whole life in hard labor: and yet they do not value themselves upon this, nor lessen 
other people’s credit to raise their own; but by their stooping to such servile employments they are so far from being 
despised, that they are so much the more esteemed by the whole nation.

“Of these there are two sorts: some live unmarried and chaste, and abstain from eating any sort of flesh; and thus 
weaning themselves from all the pleasures of the present life, which they account hurtful, they pursue, even by the 
hardest and painfullest methods possible, that blessedness which they hope for hereafter; and the nearer they approach
to it, they are the more cheerful and earnest in their endeavors after it. Another sort of them is less willing to put 
themselves to much toil, and therefore prefer a married state to a single one; and as they do not deny themselves the 
pleasure of it, so they think the begetting of children is a debt which they owe to human nature, and to their country; 
nor do they avoid any pleasure that does not hinder labor; and therefore eat flesh so much the more willingly, as they 
find that by this means they are the more able to work: the Utopians look upon these as the wiser sect, but they esteem 
the others as the most holy. They would indeed laugh at any man who, from the principles of reason, would prefer an 
unmarried state to a married, or a life of labor to an easy life: but they reverence and admire such as do it from the 
motives of religion. There is nothing in which they are more cautious than in giving their opinion positively concerning 
any sort of religion. The men that lead those severe lives are called in the language of their country Brutheskas, which 
answers to those we call Religious Orders.

“Their priests are men of eminent piety, and therefore they are but few, for there are only thirteen in every town, one 
for every temple; but when they go to war, seven of these go out with their forces, and seven others are chosen to 
supply their room in their absence; but these enter again upon their employments when they return; and those who 
served in their absence, attend upon the high priest, till vacancies fall by death; for there is one set over the rest. They 
are chosen by the people as the other magistrates are, by suffrages given in secret, for preventing of factions: and when 
they are chosen, they are consecrated by the college of priests. The care of all sacred things, the worship of God, and an 
inspection into the manners of the people, are committed to them. It is a reproach to a man to be sent for by any of 
them, or for them to speak to him in secret, for that always gives some suspicion: all that is incumbent on them is only 
to exhort and admonish the people; for the power of correcting and punishing ill men belongs wholly to the Prince, and 
to the other magistrates: the severest thing that the priest does is the excluding those that are desperately wicked from 
joining in their worship: there is not any sort of punishment more dreaded by them than this, for as it loads them with 
infamy, so it fills them with secret horrors, such is their reverence to their religion; nor will their bodies be long 
exempted from their share of trouble; for if they do not very quickly satisfy the priests of the truth of their repentance, 
they are seized on by the Senate, and punished for their impiety. The education of youth belongs to the priests, yet they 
do not take so much care of instructing them in letters, as in forming their minds and manners aright; they use all 
possible methods to infuse, very early, into the tender and flexible minds of children, such opinions as are both good in 
themselves and will be useful to their country, for when deep impressions of these things are made at that age, they 
follow men through the whole course of their lives, and conduce much to preserve the peace of the government, which 
suffers by nothing more than by vices that rise out of ill opinions. The wives of their priests are the most extraordinary 
women of the whole country; sometimes the women themselves are made priests, though that falls out but seldom, nor
are any but ancient widows chosen into that order.

“None of the magistrates have greater honor paid them than is paid the priests; and if they should happen to commit 
any crime, they would not be questioned for it; their punishment is left to God, and to their own consciences; for they 
do not think it lawful to lay hands on any man, how wicked so ever he is, that has been in a peculiar manner dedicated 
to God; nor do they find any great inconvenience in this, both because they have so few priests, and because these are 
chosen with much caution, so that it must be a very unusual thing to find one who, merely out of regard to his virtue, 
and for his being esteemed a singularly good man, was raised up to so great a dignity, degenerate into corruption and 
vice; and if such a thing should fall out, for man is a changeable creature, yet, there being few priests, and these having 
no authority but what rises out of the respect that is paid them, nothing of great consequence to the public can proceed 
from the indemnity that the priests enjoy.
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“They have, indeed, very few of them, lest greater numbers sharing in the same honor might make the dignity of that 
order, which they esteem so highly, to sink in its reputation; they also think it difficult to find out many of such an 
exalted pitch of goodness as to be equal to that dignity, which demands the exercise of more than ordinary virtues. Nor 
are the priests in greater veneration among them than they are among their neighboring nations, as you may imagine by
that which I think gives occasion for it.

“When the Utopians engage in battle, the priests who accompany them to the war, apparelled in their sacred 
vestments, kneel down during the action (in a place not far from the field), and, lifting up their hands to heaven, pray, 
first for peace, and then for victory to their own side, and particularly that it may be gained without the effusion of much
blood on either side; and when the victory turns to their side, they run in among their own men to restrain their fury; 
and if any of their enemies see them or call to them, they are preserved by that means; and such as can come so near 
them as to touch their garments have not only their lives, but their fortunes secured to them; it is upon this account that
all the nations round about consider them so much, and treat them with such reverence, that they have been often no 
less able to preserve their own people from the fury of their enemies than to save their enemies from their rage; for it 
has sometimes fallen out, that when their armies have been in disorder and forced to fly, so that their enemies were 
running upon the slaughter and spoil, the priests by interposing have separated them from one another, and stopped 
the effusion of more blood; so that, by their mediation, a peace has been concluded on very reasonable terms; nor is 
there any nation about them so fierce, cruel, or barbarous, as not to look upon their persons as sacred and inviolable.

“The first and the last day of the month, and of the year, is a festival; they measure their months by the course of the 
moon, and their years by the course of the sun: the first days are called in their language the Cynemernes, and the last 
the Trapemernes, which answers in our language, to the festival that begins or ends the season.

“They have magnificent temples, that are not only nobly built, but extremely spacious, which is the more necessary as 
they have so few of them; they are a little dark within, which proceeds not from any error in the architecture, but is 
done with design; for their priests think that too much light dissipates the thoughts, and that a more moderate degree 
of it both recollects the mind and raises devotion. Though there are many different forms of religion among them, yet all
these, how various so ever, agree in the main point, which is the worshipping the Divine Essence; and, therefore, there is
nothing to be seen or heard in their temples in which the several persuasions among them may not agree; for every sect
performs those rites that are peculiar to it in their private houses, nor is there anything in the public worship that 
contradicts the particular ways of those different sects. There are no images for God in their temples, so that every one 
may represent Him to his thoughts according to the way of his religion; nor do they call this one God by any other name 
but that of Mithras, which is the common name by which they all express the Divine Essence, whatsoever otherwise 
they think it to be; nor are there any prayers among them but such as every one of them may use without prejudice to 
his own opinion.

“They meet in their temples on the evening of the festival that concludes a season, and not having yet broke their fast, 
they thank God for their good success during that year or month which is then at an end; and the next day, being that 
which begins the new season, they meet early in their temples, to pray for the happy progress of all their affairs during 
that period upon which they then enter. In the festival which concludes the period, before they go to the temple, both 
wives and children fall on their knees before their husbands or parents and confess everything in which they have either 
erred or failed in their duty, and beg pardon for it. Thus all little discontents in families are removed, that they may offer 
up their devotions with a pure and serene mind; for they hold it a great impiety to enter upon them with disturbed 
thoughts, or with a consciousness of their bearing hatred or anger in their hearts to any person whatsoever; and think 
that they should become liable to severe punishments if they presumed to offer sacrifices without cleansing their hearts,
and reconciling all their differences. In the temples the two sexes are separated, the men go to the right hand, and the 
women to the left; and the males and females all place themselves before the head and master or mistress of the family 
to which they belong, so that those who have the government of them at home may see their deportment in public. And
they intermingle them so, that the younger and the older may be set by one another; for if the younger sort were all set 
together, they would, perhaps, trifle away that time too much in which they ought to beget in themselves that religious 
dread of the Supreme Being which is the greatest and almost the only incitement to virtue.
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“They offer up no living creature in sacrifice, nor do they think it suitable to the Divine Being, from whose bounty it is 
that these creatures have derived their lives, to take pleasure in their deaths, or the offering up their blood. They burn 
incense and other sweet odors, and have a great number of wax lights during their worship, not out of any imagination 
that such oblations can add anything to the divine nature (which even prayers cannot do), but as it is a harmless and 
pure way of worshipping God; so they think those sweet savors and lights, together with some other ceremonies, by a 
secret and unaccountable virtue, elevate men’s souls, and inflame them with greater energy and cheerfulness during the
divine worship.

“All the people appear in the temples in white garments; but the priest’s vestments are parti-colored, and both the work
and colors are wonderful. They are made of no rich materials, for they are neither embroidered nor set with precious 
stones; but are composed of the plumes of several birds, laid together with so much art, and so neatly, that the true 
value of them is far beyond the costliest materials. They say, that in the ordering and placing those plumes some dark 
mysteries are represented, which pass down among their priests in a secret tradition concerning them; and that they are
as hieroglyphics, putting them in mind of the blessing that they have received from God, and of their duties, both to Him
and to their neighbors. As soon as the priest appears in those ornaments, they all fall prostrate on the ground, with so 
much reverence and so deep a silence, that such as look on cannot but be struck with it, as if it were the effect of the 
appearance of a deity. After they have been for some time in this posture, they all stand up, upon a sign given by the 
priest, and sing hymns to the honor of God, some musical instruments playing all the while. These are quite of another 
form than those used among us; but, as many of them are much sweeter than ours, so others are made use of by us. Yet
in one thing they very much exceed us: all their music, both vocal and instrumental, is adapted to imitate and express 
the passions, and is so happily suited to every occasion, that, whether the subject of the hymn be cheerful, or formed to 
soothe or trouble the mind, or to express grief or remorse, the music takes the impression of whatever is represented, 
affects and kindles the passions, and works the sentiments deep into the hearts of the hearers. When this is done, both 
priests and people offer up very solemn prayers to God in a set form of words; and these are so composed, that 
whatsoever is pronounced by the whole assembly may be likewise applied by every man in particular to his own 
condition. In these they acknowledge God to be the author and governor of the world, and the fountain of all the good 
they receive, and therefore offer up to him their thanksgiving; and, in particular, bless him for His goodness in ordering it
so, that they are born under the happiest government in the world, and are of a religion which they hope is the truest of 
all others; but, if they are mistaken, and if there is either a better government, or a religion more acceptable to God, 
they implore His goodness to let them know it, vowing that they resolve to follow him whithersoever he leads them; but 
if their government is the best, and their religion the truest, then they pray that He may fortify them in it, and bring all 
the world both to the same rules of life, and to the same opinions concerning Himself, unless, according to the 
unsearchableness of His mind, He is pleased with a variety of religions. Then they pray that God may give them an easy 
passage at last to Himself, not presuming to set limits to Him, how early or late it should be; but, if it may be wished for 
without derogating from His supreme authority, they desire to be quickly delivered, and to be taken to Himself, though 
by the most terrible kind of death, rather than to be detained long from seeing Him by the most prosperous course of 
life. When this prayer is ended, they all fall down again upon the ground; and, after a little while, they rise up, go home 
to dinner, and spend the rest of the day in diversion or military exercises.

“Thus have I described to you, as particularly as I could, the Constitution of that commonwealth, which I do not only 
think the best in the world, but indeed the only commonwealth that truly deserves that name. In all other places it is 
visible that, while people talk of a commonwealth, every man only seeks his own wealth; but there, where no man has 
any property, all men zealously pursue the good of the public, and, indeed, it is no wonder to see men act so differently, 
for in other commonwealths every man knows that, unless he provides for himself, how flourishing so ever the 
commonwealth may be, he must die of hunger, so that he sees the necessity of preferring his own concerns to the 
public; but in Utopia, where every man has a right to everything, they all know that if care is taken to keep the public 
stores full no private man can want anything; for among them there is no unequal distribution, so that no man is poor, 
none in necessity, and though no man has anything, yet they are all rich; for what can make a man so rich as to lead a 
serene and cheerful life, free from anxieties; neither apprehending want himself, nor vexed with the endless complaints 
of his wife? He is not afraid of the misery of his children, nor is he contriving how to raise a portion for his daughters; but
is secure in this, that both he and his wife, his children and grand-children, to as many generations as he can fancy, will 
all live both plentifully and happily; since, among them, there is no less care taken of those who were once engaged in 
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labor, but grow afterwards unable to follow it, than there is, elsewhere, of these that continue still employed. I would 
gladly hear any man compare the justice that is among them with that of all other nations; among whom, may I perish, if
I see anything that looks either like justice or equity; for what justice is there in this: that a nobleman, a goldsmith, a 
banker, or any other man, that either does nothing at all, or, at best, is employed in things that are of no use to the 
public, should live in great luxury and splendor upon what is so ill acquired, and a mean man, a carter, a smith, or a 
ploughman, that works harder even than the beasts themselves, and is employed in labors so necessary, that no 
commonwealth could hold out a year without them, can only earn so poor a livelihood and must lead so miserable a life,
that the condition of the beasts is much better than theirs? For as the beasts do not work so constantly, so they feed 
almost as well, and with more pleasure, and have no anxiety about what is to come, whilst these men are depressed by 
a barren and fruitless employment, and tormented with the apprehensions of want in their old age; since that which 
they get by their daily labor does but maintain them at present, and is consumed as fast as it comes in, there is no over 
plus left to lay up for old age.

“Is not that government both unjust and ungrateful, that is so prodigal of its favors to those that are called gentlemen, 
or goldsmiths, or such others who are idle, or live either by flattery or by contriving the arts of vain pleasure, and, on the
other hand, takes no care of those of a meaner sort, such as ploughmen, colliers, and smiths, without whom it could not 
subsist? But after the public has reaped all the advantage of their service, and they come to be oppressed with age, 
sickness, and want, all their labors and the good they have done is forgotten, and all the recompense given them is that 
they are left to die in great misery. The richer sort are often endeavoring to bring the hire of laborers lower, not only by 
their fraudulent practices, but by the laws which they procure to be made to that effect, so that though it is a thing most
unjust in itself to give such small rewards to those who deserve so well of the public, yet they have given those 
hardships the name and color of justice, by procuring laws to be made for regulating them.

“Therefore I must say that, as I hope for mercy, I can have no other notion of all the other governments that I see or 
know, than that they are a conspiracy of the rich, who, on pretence of managing the public, only pursue their private 
ends, and devise all the ways and arts they can find out; first, that they may, without danger, preserve all that they have 
so ill-acquired, and then, that they may engage the poor to toil and labor for them at as low rates as possible, and 
oppress them as much as they please; and if they can but prevail to get these contrivances established by the show of 
public authority, which is considered as the representative of the whole people, then they are accounted laws; yet these
wicked men, after they have, by a most insatiable covetousness, divided that among themselves with which all the rest 
might have been well supplied, are far from that happiness that is enjoyed among the Utopians; for the use as well as 
the desire of money being extinguished, much anxiety and great occasions of mischief is cut off with it, and who does 
not see that the frauds, thefts, robberies, quarrels, tumults, contentions, seditions, murders, treacheries, and 
witchcrafts, which are, indeed, rather punished than restrained by the seventies of law, would all fall off, if money were 
not any more valued by the world? Men’s fears, solicitudes, cares, labors, and watchings would all perish in the same 
moment with the value of money; even poverty itself, for the relief of which money seems most necessary, would fall. 
But, in order to the apprehending this aright, take one instance:—

“Consider any year, that has been so unfruitful that many thousands have died of hunger; and yet if, at the end of that 
year, a survey was made of the granaries of all the rich men that have hoarded up the corn, it would be found that there
was enough among them to have prevented all that consumption of men that perished in misery; and that, if it had been
distributed among them, none would have felt the terrible effects of that scarcity: so easy a thing would it be to supply 
all the necessities of life, if that blessed thing called money, which is pretended to be invented for procuring them was 
not really the only thing that obstructed their being procured!

“I do not doubt but rich men are sensible of this, and that they well know how much a greater happiness it is to want 
nothing necessary, than to abound in many superfluities; and to be rescued out of so much misery, than to abound with 
so much wealth: and I cannot think but the sense of every man’s interest, added to the authority of Christ’s commands, 
who, as He was infinitely wise, knew what was best, and was not less good in discovering it to us, would have drawn all 
the world over to the laws of the Utopians, if pride, that plague of human nature, that source of so much misery, did not
hinder it; for this vice does not measure happiness so much by its own conveniences, as by the miseries of others; and 
would not be satisfied with being thought a goddess, if none were left that were miserable, over whom she might insult.
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Pride thinks its own happiness shines the brighter, by comparing it with the misfortunes of other persons; that by 
displaying its own wealth they may feel their poverty the more sensibly. This is that infernal serpent that creeps into the 
breasts of mortals, and possesses them too much to be easily drawn out; and, therefore, I am glad that the Utopians 
have fallen upon this form of government, in which I wish that all the world could be so wise as to imitate them; for they
have, indeed, laid down such a scheme and foundation of policy, that as men live happily under it, so it is like to be of 
great continuance; for they having rooted out of the minds of their people all the seeds, both of ambition and faction, 
there is no danger of any commotions at home; which alone has been the ruin of many states that seemed otherwise to 
be well secured; but as long as they live in peace at home, and are governed by such good laws, the envy of all their 
neighboring princes, who have often, though in vain, attempted their ruin, will never be able to put their state into any 
commotion or disorder.”

When Raphael had thus made an end of speaking, though many things occurred to me, both concerning the manners 
and laws of that people, that seemed very absurd, as well in their way of making war, as in their notions of religion and 
divine matters—together with several other particulars, but chiefly what seemed the foundation of all the rest, their 
living in common, without the use of money, by which all nobility, magnificence, splendor, and majesty, which, 
according to the common opinion, are the true ornaments of a nation, would be quite taken away—yet since I perceived
that Raphael was weary, and was not sure whether he could easily bear contradiction, remembering that he had taken 
notice of some, who seemed to think they were bound in honor to support the credit of their own wisdom, by finding 
out something to censure in all other men’s inventions, besides their own, I only commended their Constitution, and the
account he had given of it in general; and so, taking him by the hand, carried him to supper, and told him I would find 
out some other time for examining this subject more particularly, and for discoursing more copiously upon it. And, 
indeed, I shall be glad to embrace an opportunity of doing it. In the meanwhile, though it must be confessed that he is 
both a very learned man and a person who has obtained a great knowledge of the world, I cannot perfectly agree to 
everything he has related. However, there are many things in the commonwealth of Utopia that I rather wish, than 
hope, to see followed in our governments.
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The	Time	Machine
By H.G. Wells

An introduction

When he was an old man, guess what H.G. Wells told a friend what he wanted written on his tombstone? 

"G-- d--- you all: I told you so." 

That's one thing to keep in mind when reading The Time Machine, which was Wells’ first novel. The Time Machine is 
partly a warning to his contemporaries in the 1890s.

Now, if you've seen any of the movie adaptations of this book, you might think that Wells is warning us that there are 
monsters underneath the ground, waiting until dark to come out and get us. Sure, this is part of Wells’ story, but it's not 
really what he wants to warn us about. He wants to warn us not to get too comfortable – that just because things are 
pretty good now, we shouldn't expect them to remain that way forever. It's not monsters that are going to get us – it's 
time.

To really understand The Time Machine, you've got to know a bit about what was going on in the world when Wells 
wrote it (the first version was "The Chronic Argonauts," which he wrote for a student magazine in 1888). It was a time of
great change. In the 19th century, a bunch of people moved from the country to the city, industry was booming, and 
new technologies were rapidly changing people's lives 

For some people, these changes were working out pretty well, and they thought things were going to keep changing for 
the better, and that science was on their side. After all, Charles Darwin had published his On the Origin of Species in 
1859, which argued (or so they thought) that species evolved to get better all the time. Some even thought that the 
people at the top of the social ladder were clearly better than the poor and working class because of Darwin's theory of 
"survival of the fittest." (By the way, this idea is called "Social Darwinism.")

Wells grew up pretty poor, but he was good at science, so he knew that the people who believed in everlasting progress 
and survival of the fittest didn't have any clue what they were talking about. For one thing, Darwin's theory of evolution 
doesn't say that species get better – it says that species become more adapted to their environment. For another thing, 
Darwin never even used the phrase "survival of the fittest." (Wells knew Darwin's work pretty well; he studied science 
with T.H. Huxley, who was a big supporter of Darwin. Huxley's nickname was – get this – "Darwin's bulldog.")

In order to show people that their ideas about "survival of the fittest" and progress weren't scientifically accurate, Wells 
wrote a story about a scientist traveling into the future to discover that the pampered rich have degenerated into 
helpless idiots and the oppressed poor have degenerated into subterranean cannibals. Things don't always get better as 
time goes on – they just become different.

In some ways, The Time Machine is like the opposite of a fairy tale bedtime story. Instead of calming some childish fear 
to put us to sleep, it's like Wells is telling his contemporaries, "you jerks should be worried," and trying to wake us up.

Why	Should	I	Care?

Let's say your teacher has just assigned The Time Machine and is discussing why it's an important book. It's an early 
example of science fiction. It introduced the idea of using a machine for time travel. It's never been out of print since 
1895. It deals with the hot-button issues from its day, like Social Darwinism and inequality.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/darwin_charles.shtml
http://books.google.com/books?id=d9biAAAAMAAJ&dq=On%20the%20Origin%20of%20Species&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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That's the point where you should stop your teacher. We're not living in 1890s Britain, so why should we be interested 
in their issues?

The answer: because their issues are still our issues. 

The Time Machine is interested in issues of social inequality and justice – in how to best organize our society so that we 
can live with each other without oppression. In Wells’ time, there was worry that the split between the "haves" and the 
"have-nots" was going to lead to violence. Today, well, maybe we're not so worried about violence, but people still 
worry about the split between the rich and the poor. From the 1890s to our own time, people still work on the question 
that seems central to The Time Machine: What's the best, most just way for society to be?

The Time Machine hasn't stayed in print for over 100 years just because Wells invented the idea of a machine that would
move through time. Rather, it seems that Wells’ book has remained in print because, even though much of the world 
has changed, certain issues haven't. Wells would be amazed at our iPods, but he wouldn't be surprised that some people
have them and others don't.
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The	Time	Machine
By H.G. Wells

Chapters 4-7

IV

'In another moment we were standing face to face, I and this fragile thing out of futurity. He came straight up 
to me and laughed into my eyes. The absence from his bearing of any sign of fear struck me at once. Then he 
turned to the two others who were following him and spoke to them in a strange and very sweet and liquid 
tongue.

'There were others coming, and presently a little group of perhaps eight or ten of these exquisite creatures 
were about me. One of them addressed me. It came into my head, oddly enough, that my voice was too harsh 
and deep for them. So I shook my head, and, pointing to my ears, shook it again. He came a step forward, 
hesitated, and then touched my hand. Then I felt other soft little tentacles upon my back and shoulders. They 
wanted to make sure I was real. There was nothing in this at all alarming. Indeed, there was something in 
these pretty little people that inspired confidence—a graceful gentleness, a certain childlike ease. And besides,
they looked so frail that I could fancy myself flinging the whole dozen of them about like nine-pins. But I made 
a sudden motion to warn them when I saw their little pink hands feeling at the Time Machine. Happily then, 
when it was not too late, I thought of a danger I had hitherto forgotten, and reaching over the bars of the 
machine I unscrewed the little levers that would set it in motion, and put these in my pocket. Then I turned 
again to see what I could do in the way of communication.

'And then, looking more nearly into their features, I saw some further peculiarities in their Dresden-china type 
of prettiness. Their hair, which was uniformly curly, came to a sharp end at the neck and cheek; there was not 
the faintest suggestion of it on the face, and their ears were singularly minute. The mouths were small, with 
bright red, rather thin lips, and the little chins ran to a point. The eyes were large and mild; and—this may 
seem egotism on my part—I fancied even that there was a certain lack of the interest I might have expected in
them.

'As they made no effort to communicate with me, but simply stood round me smiling and speaking in soft 
cooing notes to each other, I began the conversation. I pointed to the Time Machine and to myself. Then 
hesitating for a moment how to express time, I pointed to the sun. At once a quaintly pretty little figure in 
chequered purple and white followed my gesture, and then astonished me by imitating the sound of thunder.

'For a moment I was staggered, though the import of his gesture was plain enough. The question had come 
into my mind abruptly: were these creatures fools? You may hardly understand how it took me. You see I had 
always anticipated that the people of the year Eight Hundred and Two Thousand odd would be incredibly in 
front of us in knowledge, art, everything. Then one of them suddenly asked me a question that showed him to 
be on the intellectual level of one of our five-year-old children—asked me, in fact, if I had come from the sun 
in a thunderstorm! It let loose the judgment I had suspended upon their clothes, their frail light limbs, and 
fragile features. A flow of disappointment rushed across my mind. For a moment I felt that I had built the Time
Machine in vain.

'I nodded, pointed to the sun, and gave them such a vivid rendering of a thunderclap as startled them. They all
withdrew a pace or so and bowed. Then came one laughing towards me, carrying a chain of beautiful flowers 
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altogether new to me, and put it about my neck. The idea was received with melodious applause; and 
presently they were all running to and fro for flowers, and laughingly flinging them upon me until I was almost 
smothered with blossom. You who have never seen the like can scarcely imagine what delicate and wonderful 
flowers countless years of culture had created. Then someone suggested that their plaything should be 
exhibited in the nearest building, and so I was led past the sphinx of white marble, which had seemed to 
watch me all the while with a smile at my astonishment, towards a vast grey edifice of fretted stone. As I went 
with them the memory of my confident anticipations of a profoundly grave and intellectual posterity came, 
with irresistible merriment, to my mind.

'The building had a huge entry, and was altogether of colossal dimensions. I was naturally most occupied with 
the growing crowd of little people, and with the big open portals that yawned before me shadowy and 
mysterious. My general impression of the world I saw over their heads was a tangled waste of beautiful 
bushes and flowers, a long neglected and yet weedless garden. I saw a number of tall spikes of strange white 
flowers, measuring a foot perhaps across the spread of the waxen petals. They grew scattered, as if wild, 
among the variegated shrubs, but, as I say, I did not examine them closely at this time. The Time Machine was 
left deserted on the turf among the rhododendrons.

'The arch of the doorway was richly carved, but naturally I did not observe the carving very narrowly, though I 
fancied I saw suggestions of old Phoenician decorations as I passed through, and it struck me that they were 
very badly broken and weather-worn. Several more brightly clad people met me in the doorway, and so we 
entered, I, dressed in dingy nineteenth-century garments, looking grotesque enough, garlanded with flowers, 
and surrounded by an eddying mass of bright, soft-colored robes and shining white limbs, in a melodious whirl
of laughter and laughing speech.

'The big doorway opened into a proportionately great hall hung with brown. The roof was in shadow, and the 
windows, partially glazed with colored glass and partially unglazed, admitted a tempered light. The floor was 
made up of huge blocks of some very hard white metal, not plates nor slabs—blocks, and it was so much 
worn, as I judged by the going to and fro of past generations, as to be deeply channeled along the more 
frequented ways. Transverse to the length were innumerable tables made of slabs of polished stone, raised 
perhaps a foot from the floor, and upon these were heaps of fruits. Some I recognized as a kind of 
hypertrophied raspberry and orange, but for the most part they were strange.

'Between the tables was scattered a great number of cushions. Upon these my conductors seated themselves, 
signing for me to do likewise. With a pretty absence of ceremony they began to eat the fruit with their hands, 
flinging peel and stalks, and so forth, into the round openings in the sides of the tables. I was not loath to 
follow their example, for I felt thirsty and hungry. As I did so I surveyed the hall at my leisure.

'And perhaps the thing that struck me most was its dilapidated look. The stained-glass windows, which 
displayed only a geometrical pattern, were broken in many places, and the curtains that hung across the lower
end were thick with dust. And it caught my eye that the corner of the marble table near me was fractured. 
Nevertheless, the general effect was extremely rich and picturesque. There were, perhaps, a couple of 
hundred people dining in the hall, and most of them, seated as near to me as they could come, were watching 
me with interest, their little eyes shining over the fruit they were eating. All were clad in the same soft and yet 
strong, silky material.

'Fruit, by the by, was all their diet. These people of the remote future were strict vegetarians, and while I was 
with them, in spite of some carnal cravings, I had to be frugivorous also. Indeed, I found afterwards that 
horses, cattle, sheep, dogs, had followed the Ichthyosaurus into extinction. But the fruits were very delightful; 
one, in particular, that seemed to be in season all the time I was there—a floury thing in a three-sided husk—
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was especially good, and I made it my staple. At first I was puzzled by all these strange fruits, and by the 
strange flowers I saw, but later I began to perceive their import.

'However, I am telling you of my fruit dinner in the distant future now. So soon as my appetite was a little 
checked, I determined to make a resolute attempt to learn the speech of these new men of mine. Clearly that 
was the next thing to do. The fruits seemed a convenient thing to begin upon, and holding one of these up I 
began a series of interrogative sounds and gestures. I had some considerable difficulty in conveying my 
meaning. At first my efforts met with a stare of surprise or inextinguishable laughter, but presently a fair-
haired little creature seemed to grasp my intention and repeated a name. They had to chatter and explain the 
business at great length to each other, and my first attempts to make the exquisite little sounds of their 
language caused an immense amount of amusement. However, I felt like a schoolmaster amidst children, and 
persisted, and presently I had a score of noun substantives at least at my command; and then I got to 
demonstrative pronouns, and even the verb "to eat." But it was slow work, and the little people soon tired and
wanted to get away from my interrogations, so I determined, rather of necessity, to let them give their lessons
in little doses when they felt inclined. And very little doses I found they were before long, for I never met 
people more indolent or more easily fatigued.

'A queer thing I soon discovered about my little hosts, and that was their lack of interest. They would come to 
me with eager cries of astonishment, like children, but like children they would soon stop examining me and 
wander away after some other toy. The dinner and my conversational beginnings ended, I noted for the first 
time that almost all those who had surrounded me at first were gone. It is odd, too, how speedily I came to 
disregard these little people. I went out through the portal into the sunlit world again as soon as my hunger 
was satisfied. I was continually meeting more of these men of the future, who would follow me a little 
distance, chatter and laugh about me, and, having smiled and gesticulated in a friendly way, leave me again to 
my own devices.

'The calm of evening was upon the world as I emerged from the great hall, and the scene was lit by the warm 
glow of the setting sun. At first things were very confusing. Everything was so entirely different from the world
I had known—even the flowers. The big building I had left was situated on the slope of a broad river valley, but
the Thames had shifted perhaps a mile from its present position. I resolved to mount to the summit of a crest, 
perhaps a mile and a half away, from which I could get a wider view of this our planet in the year Eight 
Hundred and Two Thousand Seven Hundred and One A.D. For that, I should explain, was the date the little 
dials of my machine recorded.

'As I walked I was watching for every impression that could possibly help to explain the condition of ruinous 
splendor in which I found the world—for ruinous it was. A little way up the hill, for instance, was a great heap 
of granite, bound together by masses of aluminum, a vast labyrinth of precipitous walls and crumpled heaps, 
amidst which were thick heaps of very beautiful pagoda-like plants—nettles possibly—but wonderfully tinted 
with brown about the leaves, and incapable of stinging. It was evidently the derelict remains of some vast 
structure, to what end built I could not determine. It was here that I was destined, at a later date, to have a 
very strange experience—the first intimation of a still stranger discovery—but of that I will speak in its proper 
place.

'Looking round with a sudden thought, from a terrace on which I rested for a while, I realized that there were 
no small houses to be seen. Apparently the single house, and possibly even the household, had vanished. Here
and there among the greenery were palace-like buildings, but the house and the cottage, which form such 
characteristic features of our own English landscape, had disappeared.

'"Communism," said I to myself.
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'And on the heels of that came another thought. I looked at the half-dozen little figures that were following 
me. Then, in a flash, I perceived that all had the same form of costume, the same soft hairless visage, and the 
same girlish rotundity of limb. It may seem strange, perhaps, that I had not noticed this before. But everything 
was so strange. Now, I saw the fact plainly enough. In costume, and in all the differences of texture and 
bearing that now mark off the sexes from each other, these people of the future were alike. And the children 
seemed to my eyes to be but the miniatures of their parents. I judged, then, that the children of that time 
were extremely precocious, physically at least, and I found afterwards abundant verification of my opinion.

'Seeing the ease and security in which these people were living, I felt that this close resemblance of the sexes 
was after all what one would expect; for the strength of a man and the softness of a woman, the institution of 
the family, and the differentiation of occupations are mere militant necessities of an age of physical force; 
where population is balanced and abundant, much childbearing becomes an evil rather than a blessing to the 
State; where violence comes but rarely and off-spring are secure, there is less necessity—indeed there is no 
necessity—for an efficient family, and the specialization of the sexes with reference to their children's needs 
disappears. We see some beginnings of this even in our own time, and in this future age it was complete. This, 
I must remind you, was my speculation at the time. Later, I was to appreciate how far it fell short of the reality.

'While I was musing upon these things, my attention was attracted by a pretty little structure, like a well under
a cupola. I thought in a transitory way of the oddness of wells still existing, and then resumed the thread of my
speculations. There were no large buildings towards the top of the hill, and as my walking powers were 
evidently miraculous, I was presently left alone for the first time. With a strange sense of freedom and 
adventure I pushed on up to the crest.

'There I found a seat of some yellow metal that I did not recognize, corroded in places with a kind of pinkish 
rust and half smothered in soft moss, the arm-rests cast and filed into the resemblance of griffins' heads. I sat 
down on it, and I surveyed the broad view of our old world under the sunset of that long day. It was as sweet 
and fair a view as I have ever seen. The sun had already gone below the horizon and the west was flaming 
gold, touched with some horizontal bars of purple and crimson. Below was the valley of the Thames, in which 
the river lay like a band of burnished steel. I have already spoken of the great palaces dotted about among the 
variegated greenery, some in ruins and some still occupied. Here and there rose a white or silvery figure in the 
waste garden of the earth, here and there came the sharp vertical line of some cupola or obelisk. There were 
no hedges, no signs of proprietary rights, no evidences of agriculture; the whole earth had become a garden.

'So watching, I began to put my interpretation upon the things I had seen, and as it shaped itself to me that 
evening, my interpretation was something in this way. (Afterwards I found I had got only a half-truth—or only 
a glimpse of one facet of the truth.)

'It seemed to me that I had happened upon humanity upon the wane. The ruddy sunset set me thinking of the 
sunset of mankind. For the first time I began to realize an odd consequence of the social effort in which we are
at present engaged. And yet, come to think, it is a logical consequence enough. Strength is the outcome of 
need; security sets a premium on feebleness. The work of ameliorating the conditions of life—the true 
civilizing process that makes life more and more secure—had gone steadily on to a climax. One triumph of a 
united humanity over Nature had followed another. Things that are now mere dreams had become projects 
deliberately put in hand and carried forward. And the harvest was what I saw!

'After all, the sanitation and the agriculture of to-day are still in the rudimentary stage. The science of our time
has attacked but a little department of the field of human disease, but even so, it spreads its operations very 
steadily and persistently. Our agriculture and horticulture destroy a weed just here and there and cultivate 
perhaps a score or so of wholesome plants, leaving the greater number to fight out a balance as they can. We 
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improve our favorite plants and animals—and how few they are—gradually by selective breeding; now a new 
and better peach, now a seedless grape, now a sweeter and larger flower, now a more convenient breed of 
cattle. We improve them gradually, because our ideals are vague and tentative, and our knowledge is very 
limited; because Nature, too, is shy and slow in our clumsy hands. Some day all this will be better organized, 
and still better. That is the drift of the current in spite of the eddies. The whole world will be intelligent, 
educated, and co-operating; things will move faster and faster towards the subjugation of Nature. In the end, 
wisely and carefully we shall readjust the balance of animal and vegetable life to suit our human needs.

'This adjustment, I say, must have been done, and done well; done indeed for all Time, in the space of Time 
across which my machine had leaped. The air was free from gnats, the earth from weeds or fungi; everywhere 
were fruits and sweet and delightful flowers; brilliant butterflies flew hither and thither. The ideal of 
preventive medicine was attained. Diseases had been stamped out. I saw no evidence of any contagious 
diseases during all my stay. And I shall have to tell you later that even the processes of putrefaction and decay 
had been profoundly affected by these changes.

'Social triumphs, too, had been effected. I saw mankind housed in splendid shelters, gloriously clothed, and as 
yet I had found them engaged in no toil. There were no signs of struggle, neither social nor economical 
struggle. The shop, the advertisement, traffic, all that commerce which constitutes the body of our world, was 
gone. It was natural on that golden evening that I should jump at the idea of a social paradise. The difficulty of 
increasing population had been met, I guessed, and population had ceased to increase.

'But with this change in condition comes inevitably adaptations to the change. What, unless biological science 
is a mass of errors, is the cause of human intelligence and vigor? Hardship and freedom: conditions under 
which the active, strong, and subtle survive and the weaker go to the wall; conditions that put a premium 
upon the loyal alliance of capable men, upon self-restraint, patience, and decision. And the institution of the 
family, and the emotions that arise therein, the fierce jealousy, the tenderness for offspring, parental self-
devotion, all found their justification and support in the imminent dangers of the young. Now, where are these
imminent dangers? There is a sentiment arising, and it will grow, against connubial jealousy, against fierce 
maternity, against passion of all sorts; unnecessary things now, and things that make us uncomfortable, 
savage survivals, discords in a refined and pleasant life.

'I thought of the physical slightness of the people, their lack of intelligence, and those big abundant ruins, and 
it strengthened my belief in a perfect conquest of Nature. For after the battle comes Quiet. Humanity had 
been strong, energetic, and intelligent, and had used all its abundant vitality to alter the conditions under 
which it lived. And now came the reaction of the altered conditions.

'Under the new conditions of perfect comfort and security, that restless energy, that with us is strength, would
become weakness. Even in our own time certain tendencies and desires, once necessary to survival, are a 
constant source of failure. Physical courage and the love of battle, for instance, are no great help—may even 
be hindrances—to a civilized man. And in a state of physical balance and security, power, intellectual as well as
physical, would be out of place. For countless years I judged there had been no danger of war or solitary 
violence, no danger from wild beasts, no wasting disease to require strength of constitution, no need of toil. 
For such a life, what we should call the weak are as well equipped as the strong, are indeed no longer weak. 
Better equipped indeed they are, for the strong would be fretted by an energy for which there was no outlet. 
No doubt the exquisite beauty of the buildings I saw was the outcome of the last surging’s of the now 
purposeless energy of mankind before it settled down into perfect harmony with the conditions under which it
lived—the flourish of that triumph which began the last great peace. This has ever been the fate of energy in 
security; it takes to art and to eroticism, and then come languor and decay.
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'Even this artistic impetus would at last die away—had almost died in the Time I saw. To adorn themselves 
with flowers, to dance, to sing in the sunlight: so much was left of the artistic spirit, and no more. Even that 
would fade in the end into a contented inactivity. We are kept keen on the grindstone of pain and necessity, 
and, it seemed to me, that here was that hateful grindstone broken at last!

'As I stood there in the gathering dark I thought that in this simple explanation I had mastered the problem of 
the world—mastered the whole secret of these delicious people. Possibly the checks they had devised for the 
increase of population had succeeded too well, and their numbers had rather diminished than kept stationary.
That would account for the abandoned ruins. Very simple was my explanation, and plausible enough—as most
wrong theories are!

V

'As I stood there musing over this too perfect triumph of man, the full moon, yellow and gibbous, came up out 
of an overflow of silver light in the north-east. The bright little figures ceased to move about below, a noiseless
owl flitted by, and I shivered with the chill of the night. I determined to descend and find where I could sleep.

'I looked for the building I knew. Then my eye travelled along to the figure of the White Sphinx upon the 
pedestal of bronze, growing distinct as the light of the rising moon grew brighter. I could see the silver birch 
against it. There was the tangle of rhododendron bushes, black in the pale light, and there was the little lawn. I
looked at the lawn again. A queer doubt chilled my complacency. "No," said I stoutly to myself, "that was not 
the lawn."

'But it was the lawn. For the white leprous face of the sphinx was towards it. Can you imagine what I felt as 
this conviction came home to me? But you cannot. The Time Machine was gone!

'At once, like a lash across the face, came the possibility of losing my own age, of being left helpless in this 
strange new world. The bare thought of it was an actual physical sensation. I could feel it grip me at the throat 
and stop my breathing. In another moment I was in a passion of fear and running with great leaping strides 
down the slope. Once I fell headlong and cut my face; I lost no time in stanching the blood, but jumped up and
ran on, with a warm trickle down my cheek and chin. All the time I ran I was saying to myself: "They have 
moved it a little, pushed it under the bushes out of the way." Nevertheless, I ran with all my might. All the 
time, with the certainty that sometimes comes with excessive dread, I knew that such assurance was folly, 
knew instinctively that the machine was removed out of my reach. My breath came with pain. I suppose I 
covered the whole distance from the hill crest to the little lawn, two miles perhaps, in ten minutes. And I am 
not a young man. I cursed aloud, as I ran, at my confident folly in leaving the machine, wasting good breath 
thereby. I cried aloud, and none answered. Not a creature seemed to be stirring in that moonlit world.

'When I reached the lawn my worst fears were realized. Not a trace of the thing was to be seen. I felt faint and
cold when I faced the empty space among the black tangle of bushes. I ran round it furiously, as if the thing 
might be hidden in a corner, and then stopped abruptly, with my hands clutching my hair. Above me towered 
the sphinx, upon the bronze pedestal, white, shining, leprous, in the light of the rising moon. It seemed to 
smile in mockery of my dismay.
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'I might have consoled myself by imagining the little people had put the mechanism in some shelter for me, 
had I not felt assured of their physical and intellectual inadequacy. That is what dismayed me: the sense of 
some hitherto unsuspected power, through whose intervention my invention had vanished. Yet, for one thing 
I felt assured: unless some other age had produced its exact duplicate, the machine could not have moved in 
time. The attachment of the levers—I will show you the method later—prevented any one from tampering 
with it in that way when they were removed. It had moved, and was hid, only in space. But then, where could 
it be?

'I think I must have had a kind of frenzy. I remember running violently in and out among the moonlit bushes all
round the sphinx, and startling some white animal that, in the dim light, I took for a small deer. I remember, 
too, late that night, beating the bushes with my clenched fist until my knuckles were gashed and bleeding 
from the broken twigs. Then, sobbing and raving in my anguish of mind, I went down to the great building of 
stone. The big hall was dark, silent, and deserted. I slipped on the uneven floor, and fell over one of the 
malachite tables, almost breaking my shin. I lit a match and went on past the dusty curtains, of which I have 
told you.

'There I found a second great hall covered with cushions, upon which, perhaps, a score or so of the little 
people were sleeping. I have no doubt they found my second appearance strange enough, coming suddenly 
out of the quiet darkness with inarticulate noises and the splutter and flare of a match. For they had forgotten 
about matches. "Where is my Time Machine?" I began, bawling like an angry child, laying hands upon them 
and shaking them up together. It must have been very queer to them. Some laughed, most of them looked 
sorely frightened. When I saw them standing round me, it came into my head that I was doing as foolish a 
thing as it was possible for me to do under the circumstances, in trying to revive the sensation of fear. For, 
reasoning from their daylight behavior, I thought that fear must be forgotten.

'Abruptly, I dashed down the match, and, knocking one of the people over in my course, went blundering 
across the big dining-hall again, out under the moonlight. I heard cries of terror and their little feet running 
and stumbling this way and that. I do not remember all I did as the moon crept up the sky. I suppose it was the
unexpected nature of my loss that maddened me. I felt hopelessly cut off from my own kind—a strange animal
in an unknown world. I must have raved to and fro, screaming and crying upon God and Fate. I have a memory
of horrible fatigue, as the long night of despair wore away; of looking in this impossible place and that; of 
groping among moon-lit ruins and touching strange creatures in the black shadows; at last, of lying on the 
ground near the sphinx and weeping with absolute wretchedness. I had nothing left but misery. Then I slept, 
and when I woke again it was full day, and a couple of sparrows were hopping round me on the turf within 
reach of my arm.

'I sat up in the freshness of the morning, trying to remember how I had got there, and why I had such a 
profound sense of desertion and despair. Then things came clear in my mind. With the plain, reasonable 
daylight, I could look my circumstances fairly in the face. I saw the wild folly of my frenzy overnight, and I could
reason with myself. "Suppose the worst?" I said. "Suppose the machine altogether lost—perhaps destroyed? It
behooves me to be calm and patient, to learn the way of the people, to get a clear idea of the method of my 
loss, and the means of getting materials and tools; so that in the end, perhaps, I may make another." That 
would be my only hope, perhaps, but better than despair. And, after all, it was a beautiful and curious world.

'But probably, the machine had only been taken away. Still, I must be calm and patient, find its hiding-place, 
and recover it by force or cunning. And with that I scrambled to my feet and looked about me, wondering 
where I could bathe. I felt weary, stiff, and travel-soiled. The freshness of the morning made me desire an 
equal freshness. I had exhausted my emotion. Indeed, as I went about my business, I found myself wondering 
at my intense excitement overnight. I made a careful examination of the ground about the little lawn. I wasted
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some time in futile questionings, conveyed, as well as I was able, to such of the little people as came by. They 
all failed to understand my gestures; some were simply stolid, some thought it was a jest and laughed at me. I 
had the hardest task in the world to keep my hands off their pretty laughing faces. It was a foolish impulse, but
the devil begotten of fear and blind anger was ill curbed and still eager to take advantage of my perplexity. The
turf gave better counsel. I found a groove ripped in it, about midway between the pedestal of the sphinx and 
the marks of my feet where, on arrival, I had struggled with the overturned machine. There were other signs 
of removal about, with queer narrow footprints like those I could imagine made by a sloth. This directed my 
closer attention to the pedestal. It was, as I think I have said, of bronze. It was not a mere block, but highly 
decorated with deep framed panels on either side. I went and rapped at these. The pedestal was hollow. 
Examining the panels with care I found them discontinuous with the frames. There were no handles or 
keyholes, but possibly the panels, if they were doors, as I supposed, opened from within. One thing was clear 
enough to my mind. It took no very great mental effort to infer that my Time Machine was inside that 
pedestal. But how it got there was a different problem.

'I saw the heads of two orange-clad people coming through the bushes and under some blossom-covered 
apple-trees towards me. I turned smiling to them and beckoned them to me. They came, and then, pointing to
the bronze pedestal, I tried to intimate my wish to open it. But at my first gesture towards this they behaved 
very oddly. I don't know how to convey their expression to you. Suppose you were to use a grossly improper 
gesture to a delicate-minded woman—it is how she would look. They went off as if they had received the last 
possible insult. I tried a sweet-looking little chap in white next, with exactly the same result. Somehow, his 
manner made me feel ashamed of myself. But, as you know, I wanted the Time Machine, and I tried him once 
more. As he turned off, like the others, my temper got the better of me. In three strides I was after him, had 
him by the loose part of his robe round the neck, and began dragging him towards the sphinx. Then I saw the 
horror and repugnance of his face, and all of a sudden I let him go.

'But I was not beaten yet. I banged with my fist at the bronze panels. I thought I heard something stir inside—
to be explicit, I thought I heard a sound like a chuckle—but I must have been mistaken. Then I got a big pebble 
from the river, and came and hammered till I had flattened a coil in the decorations, and the verdigris came off
in powdery flakes. The delicate little people must have heard me hammering in gusty outbreaks a mile away 
on either hand, but nothing came of it. I saw a crowd of them upon the slopes, looking furtively at me. At last, 
hot and tired, I sat down to watch the place. But I was too restless to watch long; I am too Occidental for a 
long vigil. I could work at a problem for years, but to wait inactive for twenty-four hours—that is another 
matter.

'I got up after a time, and began walking aimlessly through the bushes towards the hill again. "Patience," said I 
to myself. "If you want your machine again you must leave that sphinx alone. If they mean to take your 
machine away, it's little good your wrecking their bronze panels, and if they don't, you will get it back as soon 
as you can ask for it. To sit among all those unknown things before a puzzle like that is hopeless. That way lies 
monomania. Face this world. Learn its ways, watch it, be careful of too hasty guesses at its meaning. In the 
end you will find clues to it all." Then suddenly the humor of the situation came into my mind: the thought of 
the years I had spent in study and toil to get into the future age, and now my passion of anxiety to get out of 
it. I had made myself the most complicated and the most hopeless trap that ever a man devised. Although it 
was at my own expense, I could not help myself. I laughed aloud.

'Going through the big palace, it seemed to me that the little people avoided me. It may have been my fancy, 
or it may have had something to do with my hammering at the gates of bronze. Yet I felt tolerably sure of the 
avoidance. I was careful, however, to show no concern and to abstain from any pursuit of them, and in the 
course of a day or two things got back to the old footing. I made what progress I could in the language, and in 
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addition I pushed my explorations here and there. Either I missed some subtle point or their language was 
excessively simple—almost exclusively composed of concrete substantives and verbs. There seemed to be 
few, if any, abstract terms, or little use of figurative language. Their sentences were usually simple and of two 
words, and I failed to convey or understand any but the simplest propositions. I determined to put the thought
of my Time Machine and the mystery of the bronze doors under the sphinx as much as possible in a corner of 
memory, until my growing knowledge would lead me back to them in a natural way. Yet a certain feeling, you 
may understand, tethered me in a circle of a few miles round the point of my arrival.

'So far as I could see, all the world displayed the same exuberant richness as the Thames valley. From every hill
I climbed I saw the same abundance of splendid buildings, endlessly varied in material and style, the same 
clustering thickets of evergreens, the same blossom-laden trees and tree-ferns. Here and there water shone 
like silver, and beyond, the land rose into blue undulating hills, and so faded into the serenity of the sky. A 
peculiar feature, which presently attracted my attention, was the presence of certain circular wells, several, as
it seemed to me, of a very great depth. One lay by the path up the hill, which I had followed during my first 
walk. Like the others, it was rimmed with bronze, curiously wrought, and protected by a little cupola from the 
rain. Sitting by the side of these wells, and peering down into the shafted darkness, I could see no gleam of 
water, nor could I start any reflection with a lighted match. But in all of them I heard a certain sound: a thud—
thud—thud, like the beating of some big engine; and I discovered, from the flaring of my matches, that a 
steady current of air set down the shafts. Further, I threw a scrap of paper into the throat of one, and, instead 
of fluttering slowly down, it was at once sucked swiftly out of sight.

'After a time, too, I came to connect these wells with tall towers standing here and there upon the slopes; for 
above them there was often just such a flicker in the air as one sees on a hot day above a sun-scorched beach. 
Putting things together, I reached a strong suggestion of an extensive system of subterranean ventilation, 
whose true import it was difficult to imagine. I was at first inclined to associate it with the sanitary apparatus 
of these people. It was an obvious conclusion, but it was absolutely wrong.

'And here I must admit that I learned very little of drains and bells and modes of conveyance, and the like 
conveniences, during my time in this real future. In some of these visions of Utopias and coming times which I 
have read, there is a vast amount of detail about building, and social arrangements, and so forth. But while 
such details are easy enough to obtain when the whole world is contained in one's imagination, they are 
altogether inaccessible to a real traveler amid such realities as I found here. Conceive the tale of London which
a Negro, fresh from Central Africa, would take back to his tribe! What would he know of railway companies, of 
social movements, of telephone and telegraph wires, of the Parcels Delivery Company, and postal orders and 
the like? Yet we, at least, should be willing enough to explain these things to him! And even of what he knew, 
how much could he make his untraveled friend either apprehend or believe? Then, think how narrow the gap 
between a Negro and a white man of our own times, and how wide the interval between myself and these of 
the Golden Age! I was sensible of much which was unseen, and which contributed to my comfort; but save for 
a general impression of automatic organization, I fear I can convey very little of the difference to your mind.

'In the matter of sepulture, for instance, I could see no signs of crematoria nor anything suggestive of tombs. 
But it occurred to me that, possibly, there might be cemeteries (or crematoria) somewhere beyond the range 
of my explorings. This, again, was a question I deliberately put to myself, and my curiosity was at first entirely 
defeated upon the point. The thing puzzled me, and I was led to make a further remark, which puzzled me still 
more: that aged and infirm among this people there were none.

'I must confess that my satisfaction with my first theories of an automatic civilization and a decadent humanity
did not long endure. Yet I could think of no other. Let me put my difficulties. The several big palaces I had 
explored were mere living places, great dining-halls and sleeping apartments. I could find no machinery, no 
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appliances of any kind. Yet these people were clothed in pleasant fabrics that must at times need renewal, and
their sandals, though undecorated, were fairly complex specimens of metalwork. Somehow such things must 
be made. And the little people displayed no vestige of a creative tendency. There were no shops, no 
workshops, no sign of importations among them. They spent all their time in playing gently, in bathing in the 
river, in making love in a half-playful fashion, in eating fruit and sleeping. I could not see how things were kept 
going.

'Then, again, about the Time Machine: something, I knew not what, had taken it into the hollow pedestal of 
the White Sphinx. Why? For the life of me I could not imagine. Those waterless wells, too, those flickering 
pillars. I felt I lacked a clue. I felt—how shall I put it? Suppose you found an inscription, with sentences here 
and there in excellent plain English, and interpolated therewith, others made up of words, of letters even, 
absolutely unknown to you? Well, on the third day of my visit, that was how the world of Eight Hundred and 
Two Thousand Seven Hundred and One presented itself to me!

'That day, too, I made a friend—of a sort. It happened that, as I was watching some of the little people bathing
in a shallow, one of them was seized with cramp and began drifting downstream. The main current ran rather 
swiftly, but not too strongly for even a moderate swimmer. It will give you an idea, therefore, of the strange 
deficiency in these creatures, when I tell you that none made the slightest attempt to rescue the weakly crying
little thing which was drowning before their eyes. When I realized this, I hurriedly slipped off my clothes, and, 
wading in at a point lower down, I caught the poor mite and drew her safe to land. A little rubbing of the limbs
soon brought her round, and I had the satisfaction of seeing she was all right before I left her. I had got to such
a low estimate of her kind that I did not expect any gratitude from her. In that, however, I was wrong.

'This happened in the morning. In the afternoon I met my little woman, as I believe it was, as I was returning 
towards my centre from an exploration, and she received me with cries of delight and presented me with a big
garland of flowers—evidently made for me and me alone. The thing took my imagination. Very possibly I had 
been feeling desolate. At any rate I did my best to display my appreciation of the gift. We were soon seated 
together in a little stone arbor, engaged in conversation, chiefly of smiles. The creature's friendliness affected 
me exactly as a child's might have done. We passed each other flowers, and she kissed my hands. I did the 
same to hers. Then I tried talk, and found that her name was Weena, which, though I don't know what it 
meant, somehow seemed appropriate enough. That was the beginning of a queer friendship which lasted a 
week, and ended—as I will tell you!

'She was exactly like a child. She wanted to be with me always. She tried to follow me everywhere, and on my 
next journey out and about it went to my heart to tire her down, and leave her at last, exhausted and calling 
after me rather plaintively. But the problems of the world had to be mastered. I had not, I said to myself, come
into the future to carry on a miniature flirtation. Yet her distress when I left her was very great, her 
expostulations at the parting were sometimes frantic, and I think, altogether, I had as much trouble as comfort
from her devotion. Nevertheless she was, somehow, a very great comfort. I thought it was mere childish 
affection that made her cling to me. Until it was too late, I did not clearly know what I had inflicted upon her 
when I left her. Nor until it was too late did I clearly understand what she was to me. For, by merely seeming 
fond of me, and showing in her weak, futile way that she cared for me, the little doll of a creature presently 
gave my return to the neighborhood of the White Sphinx almost the feeling of coming home; and I would 
watch for her tiny figure of white and gold so soon as I came over the hill.

'It was from her, too, that I learned that fear had not yet left the world. She was fearless enough in the 
daylight, and she had the oddest confidence in me; for once, in a foolish moment, I made threatening 
grimaces at her, and she simply laughed at them. But she dreaded the dark, dreaded shadows, dreaded black 
things. Darkness to her was the one thing dreadful. It was a singularly passionate emotion, and it set me 
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thinking and observing. I discovered then, among other things, that these little people gathered into the great 
houses after dark, and slept in droves. To enter upon them without a light was to put them into a tumult of 
apprehension. I never found one out of doors, or one sleeping alone within doors, after dark. Yet I was still 
such a blockhead that I missed the lesson of that fear, and in spite of Weena's distress I insisted upon sleeping 
away from these slumbering multitudes.

'It troubled her greatly, but in the end her odd affection for me triumphed, and for five of the nights of our 
acquaintance, including the last night of all, she slept with her head pillowed on my arm. But my story slips 
away from me as I speak of her. It must have been the night before her rescue that I was awakened about 
dawn. I had been restless, dreaming most disagreeably that I was drowned, and that sea anemones were 
feeling over my face with their soft palps. I woke with a start, and with an odd fancy that some greyish animal 
had just rushed out of the chamber. I tried to get to sleep again, but I felt restless and uncomfortable. It was 
that dim grey hour when things are just creeping out of darkness, when everything is colorless and clear cut, 
and yet unreal. I got up, and went down into the great hall, and so out upon the flagstones in front of the 
palace. I thought I would make a virtue of necessity, and see the sunrise.

'The moon was setting, and the dying moonlight and the first pallor of dawn were mingled in a ghastly half-
light. The bushes were inky black, the ground a somber grey, the sky colorless and cheerless. And up the hill I 
thought I could see ghosts. There several times, as I scanned the slope, I saw white figures. Twice I fancied I 
saw a solitary white, ape-like creature running rather quickly up the hill, and once near the ruins I saw a leash 
of them carrying some dark body. They moved hastily. I did not see what became of them. It seemed that they
vanished among the bushes. The dawn was still indistinct, you must understand. I was feeling that chill, 
uncertain, early-morning feeling you may have known. I doubted my eyes.

'As the eastern sky grew brighter, and the light of the day came on and its vivid coloring returned upon the 
world once more, I scanned the view keenly. But I saw no vestige of my white figures. They were mere 
creatures of the half light. "They must have been ghosts," I said; "I wonder whence they dated." For a queer 
notion of Grant Allen's came into my head, and amused me. If each generation die and leave ghosts, he 
argued, the world at last will get overcrowded with them. On that theory they would have grown innumerable 
some Eight Hundred Thousand Years hence, and it was no great wonder to see four at once. But the jest was 
unsatisfying, and I was thinking of these figures all the morning, until Weena's rescue drove them out of my 
head. I associated them in some indefinite way with the white animal I had startled in my first passionate 
search for the Time Machine. But Weena was a pleasant substitute. Yet all the same, they were soon destined 
to take far deadlier possession of my mind.

'I think I have said how much hotter than our own was the weather of this Golden Age. I cannot account for it. 
It may be that the sun was hotter, or the earth nearer the sun. It is usual to assume that the sun will go on 
cooling steadily in the future. But people, unfamiliar with such speculations as those of the younger Darwin, 
forget that the planets must ultimately fall back one by one into the parent body. As these catastrophes occur,
the sun will blaze with renewed energy; and it may be that some inner planet had suffered this fate. Whatever
the reason, the fact remains that the sun was very much hotter than we know it.

'Well, one very hot morning—my fourth, I think—as I was seeking shelter from the heat and glare in a colossal 
ruin near the great house where I slept and fed, there happened this strange thing: Clambering among these 
heaps of masonry, I found a narrow gallery, whose end and side windows were blocked by fallen masses of 
stone. By contrast with the brilliancy outside, it seemed at first impenetrably dark to me. I entered it groping, 
for the change from light to blackness made spots of color swim before me. Suddenly I halted spellbound. A 
pair of eyes, luminous by reflection against the daylight without, was watching me out of the darkness.
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'The old instinctive dread of wild beasts came upon me. I clenched my hands and steadfastly looked into the 
glaring eyeballs. I was afraid to turn. Then the thought of the absolute security in which humanity appeared to 
be living came to my mind. And then I remembered that strange terror of the dark. Overcoming my fear to 
some extent, I advanced a step and spoke. I will admit that my voice was harsh and ill-controlled. I put out my 
hand and touched something soft. At once the eyes darted sideways, and something white ran past me. I 
turned with my heart in my mouth, and saw a queer little ape-like figure, its head held down in a peculiar 
manner, running across the sunlit space behind me. It blundered against a block of granite, staggered aside, 
and in a moment was hidden in a black shadow beneath another pile of ruined masonry.

'My impression of it is, of course, imperfect; but I know it was a dull white, and had strange large greyish-red 
eyes; also that there was flaxen hair on its head and down its back. But, as I say, it went too fast for me to see 
distinctly. I cannot even say whether it ran on all-fours, or only with its forearms held very low. After an 
instant's pause I followed it into the second heap of ruins. I could not find it at first; but, after a time in the 
profound obscurity, I came upon one of those round well-like openings of which I have told you, half closed by 
a fallen pillar. A sudden thought came to me. Could this Thing have vanished down the shaft? I lit a match, 
and, looking down, I saw a small, white, moving creature, with large bright eyes which regarded me steadfastly
as it retreated. It made me shudder. It was so like a human spider! It was clambering down the wall, and now I 
saw for the first time a number of metal foot and hand rests forming a kind of ladder down the shaft. Then the
light burned my fingers and fell out of my hand, going out as it dropped, and when I had lit another the little 
monster had disappeared.

'I do not know how long I sat peering down that well. It was not for some time that I could succeed in 
persuading myself that the thing I had seen was human. But, gradually, the truth dawned on me: that Man had
not remained one species, but had differentiated into two distinct animals: that my graceful children of the 
Upper-world were not the sole descendants of our generation, but that this bleached, obscene, nocturnal 
Thing, which had flashed before me, was also heir to all the ages.

'I thought of the flickering pillars and of my theory of an underground ventilation. I began to suspect their true 
import. And what, I wondered, was this Lemur doing in my scheme of a perfectly balanced organization? How 
was it related to the indolent serenity of the beautiful Upper-worlders? And what was hidden down there, at 
the foot of that shaft? I sat upon the edge of the well telling myself that, at any rate, there was nothing to fear,
and that there I must descend for the solution of my difficulties. And withal I was absolutely afraid to go! As I 
hesitated, two of the beautiful Upper-world people came running in their amorous sport across the daylight in 
the shadow. The male pursued the female, flinging flowers at her as he ran.

'They seemed distressed to find me, my arm against the overturned pillar, peering down the well. Apparently 
it was considered bad form to remark these apertures; for when I pointed to this one, and tried to frame a 
question about it in their tongue, they were still more visibly distressed and turned away. But they were 
interested by my matches, and I struck some to amuse them. I tried them again about the well, and again I 
failed. So presently I left them, meaning to go back to Weena, and see what I could get from her. But my mind 
was already in revolution; my guesses and impressions were slipping and sliding to a new adjustment. I had 
now a clue to the import of these wells, to the ventilating towers, to the mystery of the ghosts; to say nothing 
of a hint at the meaning of the bronze gates and the fate of the Time Machine! And very vaguely there came a 
suggestion towards the solution of the economic problem that had puzzled me.

'Here was the new view. Plainly, this second species of Man was subterranean. There were three 
circumstances in particular which made me think that its rare emergence above ground was the outcome of a 
long-continued underground habit. In the first place, there was the bleached look common in most animals 
that live largely in the dark—the white fish of the Kentucky caves, for instance. Then, those large eyes, with 
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that capacity for reflecting light, are common features of nocturnal things—witness the owl and the cat. And 
last of all, that evident confusion in the sunshine, that hasty yet fumbling awkward flight towards dark 
shadow, and that peculiar carriage of the head while in the light—all reinforced the theory of an extreme 
sensitiveness of the retina.

'Beneath my feet, then, the earth must be tunneled enormously, and these tunnellings were the habitat of the
new race. The presence of ventilating shafts and wells along the hill slopes—everywhere, in fact, except along 
the river valley—showed how universal were its ramifications. What so natural, then, as to assume that it was 
in this artificial Underworld that such work as was necessary to the comfort of the daylight race was done? 
The notion was so plausible that I at once accepted it, and went on to assume the how of this splitting of the 
human species. I dare say you will anticipate the shape of my theory; though, for myself, I very soon felt that it
fell far short of the truth.

'At first, proceeding from the problems of our own age, it seemed clear as daylight to me that the gradual 
widening of the present merely temporary and social difference between the Capitalist and the Laborer, was 
the key to the whole position. No doubt it will seem grotesque enough to you—and wildly incredible!—and 
yet even now there are existing circumstances to point that way. There is a tendency to utilize underground 
space for the less ornamental purposes of civilization; there is the Metropolitan Railway in London, for 
instance, there are new electric railways, there are subways, there are underground workrooms and 
restaurants, and they increase and multiply. Evidently, I thought, this tendency had increased till Industry had 
gradually lost its birthright in the sky. I mean that it had gone deeper and deeper into larger and ever larger 
underground factories, spending a still-increasing amount of its time therein, till, in the end—! Even now, does
not an East-end worker live in such artificial conditions as practically to be cut off from the natural surface of 
the earth?

'Again, the exclusive tendency of richer people—due, no doubt, to the increasing refinement of their 
education, and the widening gulf between them and the rude violence of the poor—is already leading to the 
closing, in their interest, of considerable portions of the surface of the land. About London, for instance, 
perhaps half the prettier country is shut in against intrusion. And this same widening gulf—which is due to the 
length and expense of the higher educational process and the increased facilities for and temptations towards 
refined habits on the part of the rich—will make that exchange between class and class, that promotion by 
intermarriage which at present retards the splitting of our species along lines of social stratification, less and 
less frequent. So, in the end, above ground you must have the Haves, pursuing pleasure and comfort and 
beauty, and below ground the Have-nots, the Workers getting continually adapted to the conditions of their 
labor. Once they were there, they would no doubt have to pay rent, and not a little of it, for the ventilation of 
their caverns; and if they refused, they would starve or be suffocated for arrears. Such of them as were so 
constituted as to be miserable and rebellious would die; and, in the end, the balance being permanent, the 
survivors would become as well adapted to the conditions of underground life, and as happy in their way, as 
the Upper-world people were to theirs. As it seemed to me, the refined beauty and the etiolated pallor 
followed naturally enough.

'The great triumph of Humanity I had dreamed of took a different shape in my mind. It had been no such 
triumph of moral education and general co-operation as I had imagined. Instead, I saw a real aristocracy, 
armed with a perfected science and working to a logical conclusion the industrial system of to-day. Its triumph 
had not been simply a triumph over Nature, but a triumph over Nature and the fellow-man. This, I must warn 
you, was my theory at the time. I had no convenient cicerone in the pattern of the Utopian books. My 
explanation may be absolutely wrong. I still think it is the most plausible one. But even on this supposition the 
balanced civilization that was at last attained must have long since passed its zenith, and was now far fallen 
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into decay. The too-perfect security of the Upper-worlders had led them to a slow movement of degeneration,
to a general dwindling in size, strength, and intelligence. That I could see clearly enough already. What had 
happened to the Under-grounders I did not yet suspect; but from what I had seen of the Morlocks—that, by 
the by, was the name by which these creatures were called—I could imagine that the modification of the 
human type was even far more profound than among the "Eloi," the beautiful race that I already knew.

'Then came troublesome doubts. Why had the Morlocks taken my Time Machine? For I felt sure it was they 
who had taken it. Why, too, if the Eloi were masters, could they not restore the machine to me? And why 
were they so terribly afraid of the dark? I proceeded, as I have said, to question Weena about this Under-
world, but here again I was disappointed. At first she would not understand my questions, and presently she 
refused to answer them. She shivered as though the topic was unendurable. And when I pressed her, perhaps 
a little harshly, she burst into tears. They were the only tears, except my own, I ever saw in that Golden Age. 
When I saw them I ceased abruptly to trouble about the Morlocks, and was only concerned in banishing these 
signs of the human inheritance from Weena's eyes. And very soon she was smiling and clapping her hands, 
while I solemnly burned a match.

VI

'It may seem odd to you, but it was two days before I could follow up the new-found clue in what was 
manifestly the proper way. I felt a peculiar shrinking from those pallid bodies. They were just the half-bleached
color of the worms and things one sees preserved in spirit in a zoological museum. And they were filthily cold 
to the touch. Probably my shrinking was largely due to the sympathetic influence of the Eloi, whose disgust of 
the Morlocks I now began to appreciate.

'The next night I did not sleep well. Probably my health was a little disordered. I was oppressed with perplexity
and doubt. Once or twice I had a feeling of intense fear for which I could perceive no definite reason. I 
remember creeping noiselessly into the great hall where the little people were sleeping in the moonlight—
that night Weena was among them—and feeling reassured by their presence. It occurred to me even then, 
that in the course of a few days the moon must pass through its last quarter, and the nights grow dark, when 
the appearances of these unpleasant creatures from below, these whitened Lemurs, this new vermin that had 
replaced the old, might be more abundant. And on both these days I had the restless feeling of one who shirks
an inevitable duty. I felt assured that the Time Machine was only to be recovered by boldly penetrating these 
underground mysteries. Yet I could not face the mystery. If only I had had a companion it would have been 
different. But I was so horribly alone, and even to clamber down into the darkness of the well appalled me. I 
don't know if you will understand my feeling, but I never felt quite safe at my back.

'It was this restlessness, this insecurity, perhaps, that drove me further and further afield in my exploring 
expeditions. Going to the south-westward towards the rising country that is now called Combe Wood, I 
observed far off, in the direction of nineteenth-century Banstead, a vast green structure, different in character
from any I had hitherto seen. It was larger than the largest of the palaces or ruins I knew, and the facade had 
an Oriental look: the face of it having the lustre, as well as the pale-green tint, a kind of bluish-green, of a 
certain type of Chinese porcelain. This difference in aspect suggested a difference in use, and I was minded to 
push on and explore. But the day was growing late, and I had come upon the sight of the place after a long and
tiring circuit; so I resolved to hold over the adventure for the following day, and I returned to the welcome and
the caresses of little Weena. But next morning I perceived clearly enough that my curiosity regarding the 
Palace of Green Porcelain was a piece of self-deception, to enable me to shirk, by another day, an experience I 
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dreaded. I resolved I would make the descent without further waste of time, and started out in the early 
morning towards a well near the ruins of granite and aluminum.

'Little Weena ran with me. She danced beside me to the well, but when she saw me lean over the mouth and 
look downward, she seemed strangely disconcerted. "Good-bye, little Weena," I said, kissing her; and then 
putting her down, I began to feel over the parapet for the climbing hooks. Rather hastily, I may as well confess,
for I feared my courage might leak away! At first she watched me in amazement. Then she gave a most 
piteous cry, and running to me, she began to pull at me with her little hands. I think her opposition nerved me 
rather to proceed. I shook her off, perhaps a little roughly, and in another moment I was in the throat of the 
well. I saw her agonized face over the parapet, and smiled to reassure her. Then I had to look down at the 
unstable hooks to which I clung.

'I had to clamber down a shaft of perhaps two hundred yards. The descent was effected by means of metallic 
bars projecting from the sides of the well, and these being adapted to the needs of a creature much smaller 
and lighter than myself, I was speedily cramped and fatigued by the descent. And not simply fatigued! One of 
the bars bent suddenly under my weight, and almost swung me off into the blackness beneath. For a moment 
I hung by one hand, and after that experience I did not dare to rest again. Though my arms and back were 
presently acutely painful, I went on clambering down the sheer descent with as quick a motion as possible. 
Glancing upward, I saw the aperture, a small blue disk, in which a star was visible, while little Weena's head 
showed as a round black projection. The thudding sound of a machine below grew louder and more 
oppressive. Everything save that little disk above was profoundly dark, and when I looked up again Weena had
disappeared.

'I was in an agony of discomfort. I had some thought of trying to go up the shaft again, and leave the Under-
world alone. But even while I turned this over in my mind I continued to descend. At last, with intense relief, I 
saw dimly coming up, a foot to the right of me, a slender loophole in the wall. Swinging myself in, I found it 
was the aperture of a narrow horizontal tunnel in which I could lie down and rest. It was not too soon. My 
arms ached, my back was cramped, and I was trembling with the prolonged terror of a fall. Besides this, the 
unbroken darkness had had a distressing effect upon my eyes. The air was full of the throb and hum of 
machinery pumping air down the shaft.

'I do not know how long I lay. I was roused by a soft hand touching my face. Starting up in the darkness I 
snatched at my matches and, hastily striking one, I saw three stooping white creatures similar to the one I had 
seen above ground in the ruin, hastily retreating before the light. Living, as they did, in what appeared to me 
impenetrable darkness, their eyes were abnormally large and sensitive, just as are the pupils of the abysmal 
fishes, and they reflected the light in the same way. I have no doubt they could see me in that rayless 
obscurity, and they did not seem to have any fear of me apart from the light. But, so soon as I struck a match 
in order to see them, they fled incontinently, vanishing into dark gutters and tunnels, from which their eyes 
glared at me in the strangest fashion.

'I tried to call to them, but the language they had was apparently different from that of the Over-world 
people; so that I was needs left to my own unaided efforts, and the thought of flight before exploration was 
even then in my mind. But I said to myself, "You are in for it now," and, feeling my way along the tunnel, I 
found the noise of machinery grow louder. Presently the walls fell away from me, and I came to a large open 
space, and striking another match, saw that I had entered a vast arched cavern, which stretched into utter 
darkness beyond the range of my light. The view I had of it was as much as one could see in the burning of a 
match.



81

'Necessarily my memory is vague. Great shapes like big machines rose out of the dimness, and cast grotesque 
black shadows, in which dim spectral Morlocks sheltered from the glare. The place, by the by, was very stuffy 
and oppressive, and the faint halitus of freshly shed blood was in the air. Some way down the central vista was
a little table of white metal, laid with what seemed a meal. The Morlocks at any rate were carnivorous! Even 
at the time, I remember wondering what large animal could have survived to furnish the red joint I saw. It was 
all very indistinct: the heavy smell, the big unmeaning shapes, the obscene figures lurking in the shadows, and 
only waiting for the darkness to come at me again! Then the match burned down, and stung my fingers, and 
fell, a wriggling red spot in the blackness.

'I have thought since how particularly ill-equipped I was for such an experience. When I had started with the 
Time Machine, I had started with the absurd assumption that the men of the Future would certainly be 
infinitely ahead of ourselves in all their appliances. I had come without arms, without medicine, without 
anything to smoke—at times I missed tobacco frightfully—even without enough matches. If only I had thought
of a Kodak! I could have flashed that glimpse of the Underworld in a second, and examined it at leisure. But, as
it was, I stood there with only the weapons and the powers that Nature had endowed me with—hands, feet, 
and teeth; these, and four safety-matches that still remained to me.

'I was afraid to push my way in among all this machinery in the dark, and it was only with my last glimpse of 
light I discovered that my store of matches had run low. It had never occurred to me until that moment that 
there was any need to economize them, and I had wasted almost half the box in astonishing the Upper-
worlders, to whom fire was a novelty. Now, as I say, I had four left, and while I stood in the dark, a hand 
touched mine, lank fingers came feeling over my face, and I was sensible of a peculiar unpleasant odor. I 
fancied I heard the breathing of a crowd of those dreadful little beings about me. I felt the box of matches in 
my hand being gently disengaged, and other hands behind me plucking at my clothing. The sense of these 
unseen creatures examining me was indescribably unpleasant. The sudden realization of my ignorance of their
ways of thinking and doing came home to me very vividly in the darkness. I shouted at them as loudly as I 
could. They started away, and then I could feel them approaching me again. They clutched at me more boldly, 
whispering odd sounds to each other. I shivered violently, and shouted again—rather discordantly. This time 
they were not so seriously alarmed, and they made a queer laughing noise as they came back at me. I will 
confess I was horribly frightened. I determined to strike another match and escape under the protection of its 
glare. I did so, and eking out the flicker with a scrap of paper from my pocket, I made good my retreat to the 
narrow tunnel. But I had scarce entered this when my light was blown out and in the blackness I could hear 
the Morlocks rustling like wind among leaves, and pattering like the rain, as they hurried after me.

'In a moment I was clutched by several hands, and there was no mistaking that they were trying to haul me 
back. I struck another light, and waved it in their dazzled faces. You can scarce imagine how nauseatingly 
inhuman they looked—those pale, chinless faces and great, lidless, pinkish-grey eyes!—as they stared in their 
blindness and bewilderment. But I did not stay to look, I promise you: I retreated again, and when my second 
match had ended, I struck my third. It had almost burned through when I reached the opening into the shaft. I 
lay down on the edge, for the throb of the great pump below made me giddy. Then I felt sideways for the 
projecting hooks, and, as I did so, my feet were grasped from behind, and I was violently tugged backward. I lit
my last match … and it incontinently went out. But I had my hand on the climbing bars now, and, kicking 
violently, I disengaged myself from the clutches of the Morlocks and was speedily clambering up the shaft, 
while they stayed peering and blinking up at me: all but one little wretch who followed me for some way, and 
well-nigh secured my boot as a trophy.

'That climb seemed interminable to me. With the last twenty or thirty feet of it a deadly nausea came upon 
me. I had the greatest difficulty in keeping my hold. The last few yards was a frightful struggle against this 
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faintness. Several times my head swam, and I felt all the sensations of falling. At last, however, I got over the 
well-mouth somehow, and staggered out of the ruin into the blinding sunlight. I fell upon my face. Even the 
soil smelt sweet and clean. Then I remember Weena kissing my hands and ears, and the voices of others 
among the Eloi. Then, for a time, I was insensible.

VII

'Now, indeed, I seemed in a worse case than before. Hitherto, except during my night's anguish at the loss of 
the Time Machine, I had felt a sustaining hope of ultimate escape, but that hope was staggered by these new 
discoveries. Hitherto I had merely thought myself impeded by the childish simplicity of the little people, and by
some unknown forces which I had only to understand to overcome; but there was an altogether new element 
in the sickening quality of the Morlocks—a something inhuman and malign. Instinctively I loathed them. 
Before, I had felt as a man might feel who had fallen into a pit: my concern was with the pit and how to get out
of it. Now I felt like a beast in a trap, whose enemy would come upon him soon.

'The enemy I dreaded may surprise you. It was the darkness of the new moon. Weena had put this into my 
head by some at first incomprehensible remarks about the Dark Nights. It was not now such a very difficult 
problem to guess what the coming Dark Nights might mean. The moon was on the wane: each night there was
a longer interval of darkness. And I now understood to some slight degree at least the reason of the fear of the
little Upper-world people for the dark. I wondered vaguely what foul villainy it might be that the Morlocks did 
under the new moon. I felt pretty sure now that my second hypothesis was all wrong. The Upper-world people
might once have been the favored aristocracy, and the Morlocks their mechanical servants: but that had long 
since passed away. The two species that had resulted from the evolution of man were sliding down towards, 
or had already arrived at, an altogether new relationship. The Eloi, like the Carolingian kings, had decayed to a 
mere beautiful futility. They still possessed the earth on sufferance: since the Morlocks, subterranean for 
innumerable generations, had come at last to find the day lit surface intolerable. And the Morlocks made their
garments, I inferred, and maintained them in their habitual needs, perhaps through the survival of an old habit
of service. They did it as a standing horse paws with his foot, or as a man enjoys killing animals in sport: 
because ancient and departed necessities had impressed it on the organism. But, clearly, the old order was 
already in part reversed. The Nemesis of the delicate ones was creeping on apace. Ages ago, thousands of 
generations ago, man had thrust his brother man out of the ease and the sunshine. And now that brother was 
coming back changed! Already the Eloi had begun to learn one old lesson anew. They were becoming 
reacquainted with Fear. And suddenly there came into my head the memory of the meat I had seen in the 
Under-world. It seemed odd how it floated into my mind: not stirred up as it were by the current of my 
meditations, but coming in almost like a question from outside. I tried to recall the form of it. I had a vague 
sense of something familiar, but I could not tell what it was at the time.

'Still, however helpless the little people in the presence of their mysterious Fear, I was differently constituted. 
I came out of this age of ours, this ripe prime of the human race, when Fear does not paralyze and mystery has
lost its terrors. I at least would defend myself. Without further delay I determined to make myself arms and a 
fastness where I might sleep. With that refuge as a base, I could face this strange world with some of that 
confidence I had lost in realizing to what creatures night by night I lay exposed. I felt I could never sleep again 
until my bed was secure from them. I shuddered with horror to think how they must already have examined 
me.
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'I wandered during the afternoon along the valley of the Thames, but found nothing that commended itself to 
my mind as inaccessible. All the buildings and trees seemed easily practicable to such dexterous climbers as 
the Morlocks, to judge by their wells, must be. Then the tall pinnacles of the Palace of Green Porcelain and the
polished gleam of its walls came back to my memory; and in the evening, taking Weena like a child upon my 
shoulder, I went up the hills towards the south-west. The distance, I had reckoned, was seven or eight miles, 
but it must have been nearer eighteen. I had first seen the place on a moist afternoon when distances are 
deceptively diminished. In addition, the heel of one of my shoes was loose, and a nail was working through the
sole—they were comfortable old shoes I wore about indoors—so that I was lame. And it was already long past 
sunset when I came in sight of the palace, silhouetted black against the pale yellow of the sky.

'Weena had been hugely delighted when I began to carry her, but after a while she desired me to let her 
down, and ran along by the side of me, occasionally darting off on either hand to pick flowers to stick in my 
pockets. My pockets had always puzzled Weena, but at the last she had concluded that they were an eccentric
kind of vase for floral decoration. At least she utilized them for that purpose. And that reminds me! In 
changing my jacket I found…'

The Time Traveler paused, put his hand into his pocket, and silently placed two withered flowers, not unlike 
very large white mallows, upon the little table. Then he resumed his narrative.

'As the hush of evening crept over the world and we proceeded over the hill crest towards Wimbledon, Weena
grew tired and wanted to return to the house of grey stone. But I pointed out the distant pinnacles of the 
Palace of Green Porcelain to her, and contrived to make her understand that we were seeking a refuge there 
from her Fear. You know that great pause that comes upon things before the dusk? Even the breeze stops in 
the trees. To me there is always an air of expectation about that evening stillness. The sky was clear, remote, 
and empty save for a few horizontal bars far down in the sunset. Well, that night the expectation took the 
color of my fears. In that darkling calm my senses seemed preternaturally sharpened. I fancied I could even 
feel the hollowness of the ground beneath my feet: could, indeed, almost see through it the Morlocks on their 
ant-hill going hither and thither and waiting for the dark. In my excitement I fancied that they would receive 
my invasion of their burrows as a declaration of war. And why had they taken my Time Machine?

'So we went on in the quiet, and the twilight deepened into night. The clear blue of the distance faded, and 
one star after another came out. The ground grew dim and the trees black. Weena's fears and her fatigue 
grew upon her. I took her in my arms and talked to her and caressed her. Then, as the darkness grew deeper, 
she put her arms round my neck, and, closing her eyes, tightly pressed her face against my shoulder. So we 
went down a long slope into a valley, and there in the dimness I almost walked into a little river. This I waded, 
and went up the opposite side of the valley, past a number of sleeping houses, and by a statue—a Faun, or 
some such figure, minus the head. Here too were acacias. So far I had seen nothing of the Morlocks, but it was 
yet early in the night, and the darker hours before the old moon rose were still to come.

'From the brow of the next hill I saw a thick wood spreading wide and black before me. I hesitated at this. I 
could see no end to it, either to the right or the left. Feeling tired—my feet, in particular, were very sore—I 
carefully lowered Weena from my shoulder as I halted, and sat down upon the turf. I could no longer see the 
Palace of Green Porcelain, and I was in doubt of my direction. I looked into the thickness of the wood and 
thought of what it might hide. Under that dense tangle of branches one would be out of sight of the stars. 
Even were there no other lurking danger—a danger I did not care to let my imagination loose upon—there 
would still be all the roots to stumble over and the tree-boles to strike against.

'I was very tired, too, after the excitements of the day; so I decided that I would not face it, but would pass the
night upon the open hill.
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'Weena, I was glad to find, was fast asleep. I carefully wrapped her in my jacket, and sat down beside her to 
wait for the moonrise. The hill-side was quiet and deserted, but from the black of the wood there came now 
and then a stir of living things. Above me shone the stars, for the night was very clear. I felt a certain sense of 
friendly comfort in their twinkling. All the old constellations had gone from the sky, however: that slow 
movement which is imperceptible in a hundred human lifetimes, had long since rearranged them in unfamiliar 
groupings. But the Milky Way, it seemed to me, was still the same tattered streamer of star-dust as of yore. 
Southward (as I judged it) was a very bright red star that was new to me; it was even more splendid than our 
own green Sirius. And amid all these scintillating points of light one bright planet shone kindly and steadily like 
the face of an old friend.

'Looking at these stars suddenly dwarfed my own troubles and all the gravities of terrestrial life. I thought of 
their unfathomable distance, and the slow inevitable drift of their movements out of the unknown past into 
the unknown future. I thought of the great processional cycle that the pole of the earth describes. Only forty 
times had that silent revolution occurred during all the years that I had traversed. And during these few 
revolutions all the activity, all the traditions, the complex organizations, the nations, languages, literatures, 
aspirations, even the mere memory of Man as I knew him, had been swept out of existence. Instead were 
these frail creatures who had forgotten their high ancestry, and the white Things of which I went in terror. 
Then I thought of the Great Fear that was between the two species, and for the first time, with a sudden 
shiver, came the clear knowledge of what the meat I had seen might be. Yet it was too horrible! I looked at 
little Weena sleeping beside me, her face white and tarlike under the stars, and forthwith dismissed the 
thought.

'Through that long night I held my mind off the Morlocks as well as I could, and whiled away the time by trying 
to fancy I could find signs of the old constellations in the new confusion. The sky kept very clear, except for a 
hazy cloud or so. No doubt I dozed at times. Then, as my vigil wore on, came a faintness in the eastward sky, 
like the reflection of some colorless fire, and the old moon rose, thin and peaked and white. And close behind, 
and overtaking it, and overflowing it, the dawn came, pale at first, and then growing pink and warm. No 
Morlocks had approached us. Indeed, I had seen none upon the hill that night. And in the confidence of 
renewed day it almost seemed to me that my fear had been unreasonable. I stood up and found my foot with 
the loose heel swollen at the ankle and painful under the heel; so I sat down again, took off my shoes, and 
flung them away.

'I awakened Weena, and we went down into the wood, now green and pleasant instead of black and 
forbidding. We found some fruit wherewith to break our fast. We soon met others of the dainty ones, laughing
and dancing in the sunlight as though there was no such thing in nature as the night. And then I thought once 
more of the meat that I had seen. I felt assured now of what it was, and from the bottom of my heart I pitied 
this last feeble rill from the great flood of humanity. Clearly, at some time in the Long-Ago of human decay the
Morlocks' food had run short. Possibly they had lived on rats and such-like vermin. Even now man is far less 
discriminating and exclusive in his food than he was—far less than any monkey. His prejudice against human 
flesh is no deep-seated instinct. And so these inhuman sons of men——! I tried to look at the thing in a 
scientific spirit. After all, they were less human and more remote than our cannibal ancestors of three or four 
thousand years ago. And the intelligence that would have made this state of things a torment had gone. Why 
should I trouble myself? These Eloi were mere fatted cattle, which the ant-like Morlocks preserved and preyed
upon—probably saw to the breeding of. And there was Weena dancing at my side!

'Then I tried to preserve myself from the horror that was coming upon me, by regarding it as a rigorous 
punishment of human selfishness. Man had been content to live in ease and delight upon the labors of his 
fellow-man, had taken Necessity as his watchword and excuse, and in the fullness of time Necessity had come 
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home to him. I even tried a Carlyle-like scorn of this wretched aristocracy in decay. But this attitude of mind 
was impossible. However great their intellectual degradation, the Eloi had kept too much of the human form 
not to claim my sympathy, and to make me perforce a sharer in their degradation and their Fear.

'I had at that time very vague ideas as to the course I should pursue. My first was to secure some safe place of 
refuge, and to make myself such arms of metal or stone as I could contrive. That necessity was immediate. In 
the next place, I hoped to procure some means of fire, so that I should have the weapon of a torch at hand, for
nothing, I knew, would be more efficient against these Morlocks. Then I wanted to arrange some contrivance 
to break open the doors of bronze under the White Sphinx. I had in mind a battering ram. I had a persuasion 
that if I could enter those doors and carry a blaze of light before me I should discover the Time Machine and 
escape. I could not imagine the Morlocks were strong enough to move it far away. Weena I had resolved to 
bring with me to our own time. And turning such schemes over in my mind I pursued our way towards the 
building which my fancy had chosen as our dwelling.
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VIII

'I found the Palace of Green Porcelain, when we approached it about noon, deserted and falling into ruin. Only ragged 
vestiges of glass remained in its windows, and great sheets of the green facing had fallen away from the corroded 
metallic framework. It lay very high upon a turfy down, and looking north-eastward before I entered it, I was surprised 
to see a large estuary, or even creek, where I judged Wandsworth and Battersea must once have been. I thought then—
though I never followed up the thought—of what might have happened, or might be happening, to the living things in 
the sea.

'The material of the Palace proved on examination to be indeed porcelain, and along the face of it I saw an inscription in 
some unknown character. I thought, rather foolishly, that Weena might help me to interpret this, but I only learned that 
the bare idea of writing had never entered her head. She always seemed to me, I fancy, more human than she was, 
perhaps because her affection was so human.

'Within the big valves of the door—which were open and broken—we found, instead of the customary hall, a long 
gallery lit by many side windows. At the first glance I was reminded of a museum. The tiled floor was thick with dust, and
a remarkable array of miscellaneous objects was shrouded in the same grey covering. Then I perceived, standing strange
and gaunt in the centre of the hall, what was clearly the lower part of a huge skeleton. I recognized by the oblique feet 
that it was some extinct creature after the fashion of the Megatherium. The skull and the upper bones lay beside it in 
the thick dust, and in one place, where rain-water had dropped through a leak in the roof, the thing itself had been worn
away. Further in the gallery was the huge skeleton barrel of a Brontosaurus. My museum hypothesis was confirmed. 
Going towards the side I found what appeared to be sloping shelves, and clearing away the thick dust, I found the old 
familiar glass cases of our own time. But they must have been air-tight to judge from the fair preservation of some of 
their contents.

'Clearly we stood among the ruins of some latter-day South Kensington! Here, apparently, was the Palaeontological 
Section, and a very splendid array of fossils it must have been, though the inevitable process of decay that had been 
staved off for a time, and had, through the extinction of bacteria and fungi, lost ninety-nine hundredths of its force, was 
nevertheless, with extreme sureness if with extreme slowness at work again upon all its treasures. Here and there I 
found traces of the little people in the shape of rare fossils broken to pieces or threaded in strings upon reeds. And the 
cases had in some instances been bodily removed—by the Morlocks as I judged. The place was very silent. The thick dust
deadened our footsteps. Weena, who had been rolling a sea urchin down the sloping glass of a case, presently came, as I
stared about me, and very quietly took my hand and stood beside me.

'And at first I was so much surprised by this ancient monument of an intellectual age, that I gave no thought to the 
possibilities it presented. Even my preoccupation about the Time Machine receded a little from my mind.

'To judge from the size of the place, this Palace of Green Porcelain had a great deal more in it than a Gallery of 
Paleontology; possibly historical galleries; it might be, even a library! To me, at least in my present circumstances, these 
would be vastly more interesting than this spectacle of old-time geology in decay. Exploring, I found another short 
gallery running transversely to the first. This appeared to be devoted to minerals, and the sight of a block of sulphur set 
my mind running on gunpowder. But I could find no saltpeter; indeed, no nitrates of any kind. Doubtless they had 
deliquesced ages ago. Yet the sulphur hung in my mind, and set up a train of thinking. As for the rest of the contents of 
that gallery, though on the whole they were the best preserved of all I saw, I had little interest. I am no specialist in 
mineralogy, and I went on down a very ruinous aisle running parallel to the first hall I had entered. Apparently this 
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section had been devoted to natural history, but everything had long since passed out of recognition. A few shriveled 
and blackened vestiges of what had once been stuffed animals, desiccated mummies in jars that had once held spirit, a 
brown dust of departed plants: that was all! I was sorry for that, because I should have been glad to trace the patent 
readjustments by which the conquest of animated nature had been attained. Then we came to a gallery of simply 
colossal proportions, but singularly ill-lit, the floor of it running downward at a slight angle from the end at which I 
entered. At intervals white globes hung from the ceiling—many of them cracked and smashed—which suggested that 
originally the place had been artificially lit. Here I was more in my element, for rising on either side of me were the huge 
bulks of big machines, all greatly corroded and many broken down, but some still fairly complete. You know I have a 
certain weakness for mechanism, and I was inclined to linger among these; the more so as for the most part they had 
the interest of puzzles, and I could make only the vaguest guesses at what they were for. I fancied that if I could solve 
their puzzles I should find myself in possession of powers that might be of use against the Morlocks.

'Suddenly Weena came very close to my side. So suddenly that she startled me. Had it not been for her I do not think I 
should have noticed that the floor of the gallery sloped at all. [Footnote: It may be, of course, that the floor did not 
slope, but that the museum was built into the side of a hill.—ED.] The end I had come in at was quite above ground, and 
was lit by rare slit-like windows. As you went down the length, the ground came up against these windows, until at last 
there was a pit like the "area" of a London house before each, and only a narrow line of daylight at the top. I went slowly
along, puzzling about the machines, and had been too intent upon them to notice the gradual diminution of the light, 
until Weena's increasing apprehensions drew my attention. Then I saw that the gallery ran down at last into a thick 
darkness. I hesitated, and then, as I looked round me, I saw that the dust was less abundant and its surface less even. 
Further away towards the dimness, it appeared to be broken by a number of small narrow footprints. My sense of the 
immediate presence of the Morlocks revived at that. I felt that I was wasting my time in the academic examination of 
machinery. I called to mind that it was already far advanced in the afternoon, and that I had still no weapon, no refuge, 
and no means of making a fire. And then down in the remote blackness of the gallery I heard a peculiar pattering, and 
the same odd noises I had heard down the well.

'I took Weena's hand. Then, struck with a sudden idea, I left her and turned to a machine from which projected a lever 
not unlike those in a signal-box. Clambering upon the stand, and grasping this lever in my hands, I put all my weight 
upon it sideways. Suddenly Weena, deserted in the central aisle, began to whimper. I had judged the strength of the 
lever pretty correctly, for it snapped after a minute's strain, and I rejoined her with a mace in my hand more than 
sufficient, I judged, for any Morlock skull I might encounter. And I longed very much to kill a Morlock or so. Very 
inhuman, you may think, to want to go killing one's own descendants! But it was impossible, somehow, to feel any 
humanity in the things. Only my disinclination to leave Weena, and a persuasion that if I began to slake my thirst for 
murder my Time Machine might suffer, restrained me from going straight down the gallery and killing the brutes I heard.

'Well, mace in one hand and Weena in the other, I went out of that gallery and into another and still larger one, which at
the first glance reminded me of a military chapel hung with tattered flags. The brown and charred rags that hung from 
the sides of it, I presently recognized as the decaying vestiges of books. They had long since dropped to pieces, and 
every semblance of print had left them. But here and there were warped boards and cracked metallic clasps that told 
the tale well enough. Had I been a literary man I might, perhaps, have moralized upon the futility of all ambition. But as 
it was, the thing that struck me with keenest force was the enormous waste of labor to which this somber wilderness of 
rotting paper testified. At the time I will confess that I thought chiefly of the Philosophical Transactions and my own 
seventeen papers upon physical optics.

'Then, going up a broad staircase, we came to what may once have been a gallery of technical chemistry. And here I had 
not a little hope of useful discoveries. Except at one end where the roof had collapsed, this gallery was well preserved. I 
went eagerly to every unbroken case. And at last, in one of the really air-tight cases, I found a box of matches. Very 
eagerly I tried them. They were perfectly good. They were not even damp. I turned to Weena. "Dance," I cried to her in 
her own tongue. For now I had a weapon indeed against the horrible creatures we feared. And so, in that derelict 
museum, upon the thick soft carpeting of dust, to Weena's huge delight, I solemnly performed a kind of composite 
dance, whistling The Land of the Leal as cheerfully as I could. In part it was a modest cancan, in part a step dance, in part
a skirt-dance (so far as my tail-coat permitted), and in part original. For I am naturally inventive, as you know.
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'Now, I still think that for this box of matches to have escaped the wear of time for immemorial years was a most 
strange, as for me it was a most fortunate thing. Yet, oddly enough, I found a far unlikelier substance, and that was 
camphor. I found it in a sealed jar, that by chance, I suppose, had been really hermetically sealed. I fancied at first that it 
was paraffin wax, and smashed the glass accordingly. But the odor of camphor was unmistakable. In the universal decay 
this volatile substance had chanced to survive, perhaps through many thousands of centuries. It reminded me of a sepia 
painting I had once seen done from the ink of a fossil Belemnite that must have perished and become fossilized millions 
of years ago. I was about to throw it away, but I remembered that it was inflammable and burned with a good bright 
flame—was, in fact, an excellent candle—and I put it in my pocket. I found no explosives, however, nor any means of 
breaking down the bronze doors. As yet my iron crowbar was the most helpful thing I had chanced upon. Nevertheless I 
left that gallery greatly elated.

'I cannot tell you all the story of that long afternoon. It would require a great effort of memory to recall my explorations 
in at all the proper order. I remember a long gallery of rusting stands of arms, and how I hesitated between my crowbar 
and a hatchet or a sword. I could not carry both, however, and my bar of iron promised best against the bronze gates. 
There were numbers of guns, pistols, and rifles. The most were masses of rust, but many were of some new metal, and 
still fairly sound. But any cartridges or powder there may once have been had rotted into dust. One corner I saw was 
charred and shattered; perhaps, I thought, by an explosion among the specimens. In another place was a vast array of 
idols—Polynesian, Mexican, Grecian, Phoenician, every country on earth I should think. And here, yielding to an 
irresistible impulse, I wrote my name upon the nose of a steatite monster from South America that particularly took my 
fancy.

'As the evening drew on, my interest waned. I went through gallery after gallery, dusty, silent, often ruinous, the exhibits
sometimes mere heaps of rust and lignite, sometimes fresher. In one place I suddenly found myself near the model of a 
tin-mine, and then by the merest accident I discovered, in an air-tight case, two dynamite cartridges! I shouted 
"Eureka!" and smashed the case with joy. Then came a doubt. I hesitated. Then, selecting a little side gallery, I made my 
essay. I never felt such a disappointment as I did in waiting five, ten, fifteen minutes for an explosion that never came. 
Of course the things were dummies, as I might have guessed from their presence. I really believe that had they not been 
so, I should have rushed off incontinently and blown Sphinx, bronze doors, and (as it proved) my chances of finding the 
Time Machine, all together into non-existence.

'It was after that, I think, that we came to a little open court within the palace. It was turfed, and had three fruit-trees. 
So we rested and refreshed ourselves. Towards sunset I began to consider our position. Night was creeping upon us, and
my inaccessible hiding-place had still to be found. But that troubled me very little now. I had in my possession a thing 
that was, perhaps, the best of all defenses against the Morlocks—I had matches! I had the camphor in my pocket, too, if 
a blaze were needed. It seemed to me that the best thing we could do would be to pass the night in the open, protected 
by a fire. In the morning there was the getting of the Time Machine. Towards that, as yet, I had only my iron mace. But 
now, with my growing knowledge, I felt very differently towards those bronze doors. Up to this, I had refrained from 
forcing them, largely because of the mystery on the other side. They had never impressed me as being very strong, and I 
hoped to find my bar of iron not altogether inadequate for the work.

IX

'We emerged from the palace while the sun was still in part above the horizon. I was determined to reach the White 
Sphinx early the next morning, and ere the dusk I purposed pushing through the woods that had stopped me on the 
previous journey. My plan was to go as far as possible that night, and then, building a fire, to sleep in the protection of 
its glare. Accordingly, as we went along I gathered any sticks or dried grass I saw, and presently had my arms full of such 
litter. Thus loaded, our progress was slower than I had anticipated, and besides Weena was tired. And I began to suffer 
from sleepiness too; so that it was full night before we reached the wood. Upon the shrubby hill of its edge Weena 
would have stopped, fearing the darkness before us; but a singular sense of impending calamity, that should indeed 
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have served me as a warning, drove me onward. I had been without sleep for a night and two days, and I was feverish 
and irritable. I felt sleep coming upon me, and the Morlocks with it.

'While we hesitated, among the black bushes behind us, and dim against their blackness, I saw three crouching figures. 
There was scrub and long grass all about us, and I did not feel safe from their insidious approach. The forest, I calculated,
was rather less than a mile across. If we could get through it to the bare hill-side, there, as it seemed to me, was an 
altogether safer resting-place; I thought that with my matches and my camphor I could contrive to keep my path 
illuminated through the woods. Yet it was evident that if I was to flourish matches with my hands I should have to 
abandon my firewood; so, rather reluctantly, I put it down. And then it came into my head that I would amaze our 
friends behind by lighting it. I was to discover the atrocious folly of this proceeding, but it came to my mind as an 
ingenious move for covering our retreat.

'I don't know if you have ever thought what a rare thing flame must be in the absence of man and in a temperate 
climate. The sun's heat is rarely strong enough to burn, even when it is focused by dewdrops, as is sometimes the case in
more tropical districts. Lightning may blast and blacken, but it rarely gives rise to widespread fire. Decaying vegetation 
may occasionally smolder with the heat of its fermentation, but this rarely results in flame. In this decadence, too, the 
art of fire-making had been forgotten on the earth. The red tongues that went licking up my heap of wood were an 
altogether new and strange thing to Weena.

'She wanted to run to it and play with it. I believe she would have cast herself into it had I not restrained her. But I 
caught her up, and in spite of her struggles, plunged boldly before me into the wood. For a little way the glare of my fire 
lit the path. Looking back presently, I could see, through the crowded stems that from my heap of sticks the blaze had 
spread to some bushes adjacent, and a curved line of fire was creeping up the grass of the hill. I laughed at that, and 
turned again to the dark trees before me. It was very black, and Weena clung to me convulsively, but there was still, as 
my eyes grew accustomed to the darkness, sufficient light for me to avoid the stems. Overhead it was simply black, 
except where a gap of remote blue sky shone down upon us here and there. I struck none of my matches because I had 
no hand free. Upon my left arm I carried my little one, in my right hand I had my iron bar.

'For some way I heard nothing but the crackling twigs under my feet, the faint rustle of the breeze above, and my own 
breathing and the throb of the blood-vessels in my ears. Then I seemed to know of a pattering about me. I pushed on 
grimly. The pattering grew more distinct, and then I caught the same queer sound and voices I had heard in the Under-
world. There were evidently several of the Morlocks, and they were closing in upon me. Indeed, in another minute I felt 
a tug at my coat, then something at my arm. And Weena shivered violently, and became quite still.

'It was time for a match. But to get one I must put her down. I did so, and, as I fumbled with my pocket, a struggle began
in the darkness about my knees, perfectly silent on her part and with the same peculiar cooing sounds from the 
Morlocks. Soft little hands, too, were creeping over my coat and back, touching even my neck. Then the match scratched
and fizzed. I held it flaring, and saw the white backs of the Morlocks in flight amid the trees. I hastily took a lump of 
camphor from my pocket, and prepared to light it as soon as the match should wane. Then I looked at Weena. She was 
lying clutching my feet and quite motionless, with her face to the ground. With a sudden fright I stooped to her. She 
seemed scarcely to breathe. I lit the block of camphor and flung it to the ground, and as it split and flared up and drove 
back the Morlocks and the shadows, I knelt down and lifted her. The wood behind seemed full of the stir and murmur of
a great company!

'She seemed to have fainted. I put her carefully upon my shoulder and rose to push on, and then there came a horrible 
realization. In maneuvering with my matches and Weena, I had turned myself about several times, and now I had not 
the faintest idea in what direction lay my path. For all I knew, I might be facing back towards the Palace of Green 
Porcelain. I found myself in a cold sweat. I had to think rapidly what to do. I determined to build a fire and encamp 
where we were. I put Weena, still motionless, down upon a turfy bole, and very hastily, as my first lump of camphor 
waned, I began collecting sticks and leaves. Here and there out of the darkness round me the Morlocks' eyes shone like 
carbuncles.
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'The camphor flickered and went out. I lit a match, and as I did so, two white forms that had been approaching Weena 
dashed hastily away. One was so blinded by the light that he came straight for me, and I felt his bones grind under the 
blow of my fist. He gave a whoop of dismay, staggered a little way, and fell down. I lit another piece of camphor, and 
went on gathering my bonfire. Presently I noticed how dry was some of the foliage above me, for since my arrival on the
Time Machine, a matter of a week, no rain had fallen. So, instead of casting about among the trees for fallen twigs, I 
began leaping up and dragging down branches. Very soon I had a choking smoky fire of green wood and dry sticks, and 
could economize my camphor. Then I turned to where Weena lay beside my iron mace. I tried what I could to revive her,
but she lay like one dead. I could not even satisfy myself whether or not she breathed.

'Now, the smoke of the fire beat over towards me, and it must have made me heavy of a sudden. Moreover, the vapor 
of camphor was in the air. My fire would not need replenishing for an hour or so. I felt very weary after my exertion, and
sat down. The wood, too, was full of a slumberous murmur that I did not understand. I seemed just to nod and open my 
eyes. But all was dark, and the Morlocks had their hands upon me. Flinging off their clinging fingers I hastily felt in my 
pocket for the match-box, and—it had gone! Then they gripped and closed with me again. In a moment I knew what had
happened. I had slept, and my fire had gone out, and the bitterness of death came over my soul. The forest seemed full 
of the smell of burning wood. I was caught by the neck, by the hair, by the arms, and pulled down. It was indescribably 
horrible in the darkness to feel all these soft creatures heaped upon me. I felt as if I was in a monstrous spider's web. I 
was overpowered, and went down. I felt little teeth nipping at my neck. I rolled over, and as I did so my hand came 
against my iron lever. It gave me strength. I struggled up, shaking the human rats from me, and, holding the bar short, I 
thrust where I judged their faces might be. I could feel the succulent giving of flesh and bone under my blows, and for a 
moment I was free.

'The strange exultation that so often seems to accompany hard fighting came upon me. I knew that both I and Weena 
were lost, but I determined to make the Morlocks pay for their meat. I stood with my back to a tree, swinging the iron 
bar before me. The whole wood was full of the stir and cries of them. A minute passed. Their voices seemed to rise to a 
higher pitch of excitement, and their movements grew faster. Yet none came within reach. I stood glaring at the 
blackness. Then suddenly came hope. What if the Morlocks were afraid? And close on the heels of that came a strange 
thing. The darkness seemed to grow luminous. Very dimly I began to see the Morlocks about me—three battered at my 
feet—and then I recognized, with incredulous surprise, that the others were running, in an incessant stream, as it 
seemed, from behind me, and away through the wood in front. And their backs seemed no longer white, but reddish. As 
I stood agape, I saw a little red spark go drifting across a gap of starlight between the branches, and vanish. And at that I 
understood the smell of burning wood, the slumberous murmur that was growing now into a gusty roar, the red glow, 
and the Morlocks' flight.

'Stepping out from behind my tree and looking back, I saw, through the black pillars of the nearer trees, the flames of 
the burning forest. It was my first fire coming after me. With that I looked for Weena, but she was gone. The hissing and 
crackling behind me, the explosive thud as each fresh tree burst into flame, left little time for reflection. My iron bar still 
gripped, I followed in the Morlocks' path. It was a close race. Once the flames crept forward so swiftly on my right as I 
ran that I was outflanked and had to strike off to the left. But at last I emerged upon a small open space, and as I did so, 
a Morlock came blundering towards me, and past me, and went on straight into the fire!

'And now I was to see the most weird and horrible thing, I think, of all that I beheld in that future age. This whole space 
was as bright as day with the reflection of the fire. In the centre was a hillock or tumulus, surmounted by a scorched 
hawthorn. Beyond this was another arm of the burning forest, with yellow tongues already writhing from it, completely 
encircling the space with a fence of fire. Upon the hill-side were some thirty or forty Morlocks, dazzled by the light and 
heat, and blundering hither and thither against each other in their bewilderment. At first I did not realize their blindness,
and struck furiously at them with my bar, in a frenzy of fear, as they approached me, killing one and crippling several 
more. But when I had watched the gestures of one of them groping under the hawthorn against the red sky, and heard 
their moans, I was assured of their absolute helplessness and misery in the glare, and I struck no more of them.

'Yet every now and then one would come straight towards me, setting loose a quivering horror that made me quick to 
elude him. At one time the flames died down somewhat, and I feared the foul creatures would presently be able to see 
me. I was thinking of beginning the fight by killing some of them before this should happen; but the fire burst out again 
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brightly, and I stayed my hand. I walked about the hill among them and avoided them, looking for some trace of Weena. 
But Weena was gone.

'At last I sat down on the summit of the hillock, and watched this strange incredible company of blind things groping to 
and fro, and making uncanny noises to each other, as the glare of the fire beat on them. The coiling uprush of smoke 
streamed across the sky, and through the rare tatters of that red canopy, remote as though they belonged to another 
universe, shone the little stars. Two or three Morlocks came blundering into me, and I drove them off with blows of my 
fists, trembling as I did so.

'For the most part of that night I was persuaded it was a nightmare. I bit myself and screamed in a passionate desire to 
awake. I beat the ground with my hands, and got up and sat down again, and wandered here and there, and again sat 
down. Then I would fall to rubbing my eyes and calling upon God to let me awake. Thrice I saw Morlocks put their heads 
down in a kind of agony and rush into the flames. But, at last, above the subsiding red of the fire, above the streaming 
masses of black smoke and the whitening and blackening tree stumps, and the diminishing numbers of these dim 
creatures, came the white light of the day.

'I searched again for traces of Weena, but there were none. It was plain that they had left her poor little body in the 
forest. I cannot describe how it relieved me to think that it had escaped the awful fate to which it seemed destined. As I 
thought of that, I was almost moved to begin a massacre of the helpless abominations about me, but I contained myself.
The hillock, as I have said, was a kind of island in the forest. From its summit I could now make out through a haze of 
smoke the Palace of Green Porcelain, and from that I could get my bearings for the White Sphinx. And so, leaving the 
remnant of these damned souls still going hither and thither and moaning, as the day grew clearer, I tied some grass 
about my feet and limped on across smoking ashes and among black stems that still pulsated internally with fire, 
towards the hiding-place of the Time Machine. I walked slowly, for I was almost exhausted, as well as lame, and I felt the
intensest wretchedness for the horrible death of little Weena. It seemed an overwhelming calamity. Now, in this old 
familiar room, it is more like the sorrow of a dream than an actual loss. But that morning it left me absolutely lonely 
again—terribly alone. I began to think of this house of mine, of this fireside, of some of you, and with such thoughts 
came a longing that was pain.

'But as I walked over the smoking ashes under the bright morning sky, I made a discovery. In my trouser pocket were still
some loose matches. The box must have leaked before it was lost.

X

'About eight or nine in the morning I came to the same seat of yellow metal from which I had viewed the world upon the
evening of my arrival. I thought of my hasty conclusions upon that evening and could not refrain from laughing bitterly 
at my confidence. Here was the same beautiful scene, the same abundant foliage, the same splendid palaces and 
magnificent ruins, the same silver river running between its fertile banks. The gay robes of the beautiful people moved 
hither and thither among the trees. Some were bathing in exactly the place where I had saved Weena, and that suddenly
gave me a keen stab of pain. And like blots upon the landscape rose the cupolas above the ways to the Under-world. I 
understood now what all the beauty of the Over-world people covered. Very pleasant was their day, as pleasant as the 
day of the cattle in the field. Like the cattle, they knew of no enemies and provided against no needs. And their end was 
the same.

'I grieved to think how brief the dream of the human intellect had been. It had committed suicide. It had set itself 
steadfastly towards comfort and ease, a balanced society with security and permanency as its watchword, it had 
attained its hopes—to come to this at last. Once, life and property must have reached almost absolute safety. The rich 
had been assured of his wealth and comfort, the toiler assured of his life and work. No doubt in that perfect world there 
had been no unemployed problem, no social question left unsolved. And a great quiet had followed.
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'It is a law of nature we overlook, that intellectual versatility is the compensation for change, danger, and trouble. An 
animal perfectly in harmony with its environment is a perfect mechanism. Nature never appeals to intelligence until 
habit and instinct are useless. There is no intelligence where there is no change and no need of change. Only those 
animals partake of intelligence that have to meet a huge variety of needs and dangers.

'So, as I see it, the Upper-world man had drifted towards his feeble prettiness, and the Under-world to mere mechanical 
industry. But that perfect state had lacked one thing even for mechanical perfection—absolute permanency. Apparently 
as time went on, the feeding of the Under-world, however it was effected, had become disjointed. Mother Necessity, 
who had been staved off for a few thousand years, came back again, and she began below. The Under-world being in 
contact with machinery, which, however perfect, still needs some little thought outside habit, had probably retained 
perforce rather more initiative, if less of every other human character, than the Upper. And when other meat failed 
them, they turned to what old habit had hitherto forbidden. So I say I saw it in my last view of the world of Eight 
Hundred and Two Thousand Seven Hundred and One. It may be as wrong an explanation as mortal wit could invent. It is 
how the thing shaped itself to me, and as that I give it to you.

'After the fatigues, excitements, and terrors of the past days, and in spite of my grief, this seat and the tranquil view and 
the warm sunlight were very pleasant. I was very tired and sleepy, and soon my theorizing passed into dozing. Catching 
myself at that, I took my own hint, and spreading myself out upon the turf I had a long and refreshing sleep.

'I awoke a little before sun setting. I now felt safe against being caught napping by the Morlocks, and, stretching myself, I
came on down the hill towards the White Sphinx. I had my crowbar in one hand, and the other hand played with the 
matches in my pocket.

'And now came a most unexpected thing. As I approached the pedestal of the sphinx I found the bronze valves were 
open. They had slid down into grooves.

'At that I stopped short before them, hesitating to enter.

'Within was a small apartment, and on a raised place in the corner of this was the Time Machine. I had the small levers 
in my pocket. So here, after all my elaborate preparations for the siege of the White Sphinx, was a meek surrender. I 
threw my iron bar away, almost sorry not to use it.

'A sudden thought came into my head as I stooped towards the portal. For once, at least, I grasped the mental 
operations of the Morlocks. Suppressing a strong inclination to laugh, I stepped through the bronze frame and up to the 
Time Machine. I was surprised to find it had been carefully oiled and cleaned. I have suspected since that the Morlocks 
had even partially taken it to pieces while trying in their dim way to grasp its purpose.

'Now as I stood and examined it, finding a pleasure in the mere touch of the contrivance, the thing I had expected 
happened. The bronze panels suddenly slid up and struck the frame with a clang. I was in the dark—trapped. So the 
Morlocks thought. At that I chuckled gleefully.

'I could already hear their murmuring laughter as they came towards me. Very calmly I tried to strike the match. I had 
only to fix on the levers and depart then like a ghost. But I had overlooked one little thing. The matches were of that 
abominable kind that light only on the box.

'You may imagine how all my calm vanished. The little brutes were close upon me. One touched me. I made a sweeping 
blow in the dark at them with the levers, and began to scramble into the saddle of the machine. Then came one hand 
upon me and then another. Then I had simply to fight against their persistent fingers for my levers, and at the same time
feel for the studs over which these fitted. One, indeed, they almost got away from me. As it slipped from my hand, I had 
to butt in the dark with my head—I could hear the Morlock's skull ring—to recover it. It was a nearer thing than the fight
in the forest, I think, this last scramble.

'But at last the lever was fitted and pulled over. The clinging hands slipped from me. The darkness presently fell from my
eyes. I found myself in the same grey light and tumult I have already described.
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XI

'I have already told you of the sickness and confusion that comes with time travelling. And this time I was not seated 
properly in the saddle, but sideways and in an unstable fashion. For an indefinite time I clung to the machine as it 
swayed and vibrated, quite unheeding how I went, and when I brought myself to look at the dials again I was amazed to 
find where I had arrived. One dial records days, and another thousands of days, another millions of days, and another 
thousands of millions. Now, instead of reversing the levers, I had pulled them over so as to go forward with them, and 
when I came to look at these indicators I found that the thousands hand was sweeping round as fast as the seconds 
hand of a watch—into futurity.

'As I drove on, a peculiar change crept over the appearance of things. The palpitating greyness grew darker; then—
though I was still travelling with prodigious velocity—the blinking succession of day and night, which was usually 
indicative of a slower pace, returned, and grew more and more marked. This puzzled me very much at first. The 
alternations of night and day grew slower and slower, and so did the passage of the sun across the sky, until they 
seemed to stretch through centuries. At last a steady twilight brooded over the earth, a twilight only broken now and 
then when a comet glared across the darkling sky. The band of light that had indicated the sun had long since 
disappeared; for the sun had ceased to set—it simply rose and fell in the west, and grew ever broader and more red. All 
trace of the moon had vanished. The circling of the stars, growing slower and slower, had given place to creeping points 
of light. At last, some time before I stopped, the sun, red and very large, halted motionless upon the horizon, a vast 
dome glowing with a dull heat, and now and then suffering a momentary extinction. At one time it had for a little while 
glowed more brilliantly again, but it speedily reverted to its sullen red heat. I perceived by this slowing down of its rising 
and setting that the work of the tidal drag was done. The earth had come to rest with one face to the sun, even as in our
own time the moon faces the earth. Very cautiously, for I remembered my former headlong fall, I began to reverse my 
motion. Slower and slower went the circling hands until the thousands one seemed motionless and the daily one was no
longer a mere mist upon its scale. Still slower, until the dim outlines of a desolate beach grew visible.

'I stopped very gently and sat upon the Time Machine, looking round. The sky was no longer blue. North-eastward it was
inky black, and out of the blackness shone brightly and steadily the pale white stars. Overhead it was a deep Indian red 
and starless, and south-eastward it grew brighter to a glowing scarlet where, cut by the horizon, lay the huge hull of the 
sun, red and motionless. The rocks about me were of a harsh reddish color, and all the trace of life that I could see at 
first was the intensely green vegetation that covered every projecting point on their south-eastern face. It was the same 
rich green that one sees on forest moss or on the lichen in caves: plants which like these grow in a perpetual twilight.

'The machine was standing on a sloping beach. The sea stretched away to the south-west, to rise into a sharp bright 
horizon against the wan sky. There were no breakers and no waves, for not a breath of wind was stirring. Only a slight 
oily swell rose and fell like a gentle breathing, and showed that the eternal sea was still moving and living. And along the 
margin where the water sometimes broke was a thick incrustation of salt—pink under the lurid sky. There was a sense of
oppression in my head, and I noticed that I was breathing very fast. The sensation reminded me of my only experience 
of mountaineering, and from that I judged the air to be more rarefied than it is now.

'Far away up the desolate slope I heard a harsh scream, and saw a thing like a huge white butterfly go slanting and 
fluttering up into the sky and, circling, disappear over some low hillocks beyond. The sound of its voice was so dismal 
that I shivered and seated myself more firmly upon the machine. Looking round me again, I saw that, quite near, what I 
had taken to be a reddish mass of rock was moving slowly towards me. Then I saw the thing was really a monstrous 
crab-like creature. Can you imagine a crab as large as yonder table, with its many legs moving slowly and uncertainly, its 
big claws swaying, its long antennae, like carters' whips, waving and feeling, and its stalked eyes gleaming at you on 
either side of its metallic front? Its back was corrugated and ornamented with ungainly bosses, and a greenish 
incrustation blotched it here and there. I could see the many palps of its complicated mouth flickering and feeling as it 
moved.

'As I stared at this sinister apparition crawling towards me, I felt a tickling on my cheek as though a fly had lighted there. 
I tried to brush it away with my hand, but in a moment it returned, and almost immediately came another by my ear. I 
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struck at this, and caught something threadlike. It was drawn swiftly out of my hand. With a frightful qualm, I turned, 
and I saw that I had grasped the antenna of another monster crab that stood just behind me. Its evil eyes were wriggling 
on their stalks, its mouth was all alive with appetite, and its vast ungainly claws, smeared with an algal slime, were 
descending upon me. In a moment my hand was on the lever, and I had placed a month between myself and these 
monsters. But I was still on the same beach, and I saw them distinctly now as soon as I stopped. Dozens of them seemed
to be crawling here and there, in the somber light, among the foliated sheets of intense green.

'I cannot convey the sense of abominable desolation that hung over the world. The red eastern sky, the northward 
blackness, the salt Dead Sea, the stony beach crawling with these foul, slow-stirring monsters, the uniform poisonous-
looking green of the lichenous plants, the thin air that hurts one's lungs: all contributed to an appalling effect. I moved 
on a hundred years, and there was the same red sun—a little larger, a little duller—the same dying sea, the same chill 
air, and the same crowd of earthy crustacean creeping in and out among the green weed and the red rocks. And in the 
westward sky, I saw a curved pale line like a vast new moon.

'So I travelled, stopping ever and again, in great strides of a thousand years or more, drawn on by the mystery of the 
earth's fate, watching with a strange fascination the sun grow larger and duller in the westward sky, and the life of the 
old earth ebb away. At last, more than thirty million years hence, the huge red-hot dome of the sun had come to 
obscure nearly a tenth part of the darkling heavens. Then I stopped once more, for the crawling multitude of crabs had 
disappeared, and the red beach, save for its livid green liverworts and lichens, seemed lifeless. And now it was flecked 
with white. A bitter cold assailed me. Rare white flakes ever and again came eddying down. To the north-eastward, the 
glare of snow lay under the starlight of the sable sky and I could see an undulating crest of hillocks pinkish white. There 
were fringes of ice along the sea margin, with drifting masses further out; but the main expanse of that salt ocean, all 
bloody under the eternal sunset, was still unfrozen.

'I looked about me to see if any traces of animal life remained. A certain indefinable apprehension still kept me in the 
saddle of the machine. But I saw nothing moving, in earth or sky or sea. The green slime on the rocks alone testified that 
life was not extinct. A shallow sandbank had appeared in the sea and the water had receded from the beach. I fancied I 
saw some black object flopping about upon this bank, but it became motionless as I looked at it, and I judged that my 
eye had been deceived, and that the black object was merely a rock. The stars in the sky were intensely bright and 
seemed to me to twinkle very little.

'Suddenly I noticed that the circular westward outline of the sun had changed; that a concavity, a bay, had appeared in 
the curve. I saw this grow larger. For a minute perhaps I stared aghast at this blackness that was creeping over the day, 
and then I realized that an eclipse was beginning. Either the moon or the planet Mercury was passing across the sun's 
disk. Naturally, at first I took it to be the moon, but there is much to incline me to believe that what I really saw was the 
transit of an inner planet passing very near to the earth.

'The darkness grew apace; a cold wind began to blow in freshening gusts from the east, and the showering white flakes 
in the air increased in number. From the edge of the sea came a ripple and whisper. Beyond these lifeless sounds the 
world was silent. Silent? It would be hard to convey the stillness of it. All the sounds of man, the bleating of sheep, the 
cries of birds, the hum of insects, the stir that makes the background of our lives—all that was over. As the darkness 
thickened, the eddying flakes grew more abundant, dancing before my eyes; and the cold of the air more intense. At 
last, one by one, swiftly, one after the other, the white peaks of the distant hills vanished into blackness. The breeze 
rose to a moaning wind. I saw the black central shadow of the eclipse sweeping towards me. In another moment the 
pale stars alone were visible. All else was rayless obscurity. The sky was absolutely black.

'A horror of this great darkness came on me. The cold that smote to my marrow and the pain I felt in breathing, 
overcame me. I shivered, and a deadly nausea seized me. Then like a red-hot bow in the sky appeared the edge of the 
sun. I got off the machine to recover myself. I felt giddy and incapable of facing the return journey. As I stood sick and 
confused I saw again the moving thing upon the shoal—there was no mistake now that it was a moving thing—against 
the red water of the sea. It was a round thing, the size of a football perhaps, or, it may be, bigger, and tentacles trailed 
down from it; it seemed black against the weltering blood-red water, and it was hopping fitfully about. Then I felt I was 
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fainting. But a terrible dread of lying helpless in that remote and awful twilight sustained me while I clambered upon the
saddle.

XII

'So I came back. For a long time I must have been insensible upon the machine. The blinking succession of the days and 
nights was resumed, the sun got golden again, the sky blue. I breathed with greater freedom. The fluctuating contours of
the land ebbed and flowed. The hands spun backward upon the dials. At last I saw again the dim shadows of houses, the 
evidences of decadent humanity. These, too, changed and passed, and others came. Presently, when the million dial was
at zero, I slackened speed. I began to recognize our own pretty and familiar architecture, the thousands hand ran back 
to the starting-point, the night and day flapped slower and slower. Then the old walls of the laboratory came round me. 
Very gently, now, I slowed the mechanism down.

'I saw one little thing that seemed odd to me. I think I have told you that when I set out, before my velocity became very
high, Mrs. Watchett had walked across the room, travelling, as it seemed to me, like a rocket. As I returned, I passed 
again across that minute when she traversed the laboratory. But now her every motion appeared to be the exact 
inversion of her previous ones. The door at the lower end opened, and she glided quietly up the laboratory, back 
foremost, and disappeared behind the door by which she had previously entered. Just before that I seemed to see 
Hillyer for a moment; but he passed like a flash.

'Then I stopped the machine, and saw about me again the old familiar laboratory, my tools, my appliances just as I had 
left them. I got off the thing very shakily, and sat down upon my bench. For several minutes I trembled violently. Then I 
became calmer. Around me was my old workshop again, exactly as it had been. I might have slept there, and the whole 
thing have been a dream.

'And yet, not exactly! The thing had started from the south-east corner of the laboratory. It had come to rest again in the
north-west, against the wall where you saw it. That gives you the exact distance from my little lawn to the pedestal of 
the White Sphinx, into which the Morlocks had carried my machine.

'For a time my brain went stagnant. Presently I got up and came through the passage here, limping, because my heel 
was still painful, and feeling sorely begrimed. I saw the Pall Mall Gazetteon the table by the door. I found the date was 
indeed to-day, and looking at the timepiece, saw the hour was almost eight o'clock. I heard your voices and the clatter of
plates. I hesitated—I felt so sick and weak. Then I sniffed good wholesome meat, and opened the door on you. You know
the rest. I washed, and dined, and now I am telling you the story.

'I know,' he said, after a pause, 'that all this will be absolutely incredible to you. To me the one incredible thing is that I 
am here to-night in this old familiar room looking into your friendly faces and telling you these strange adventures.'

He looked at the Medical Man. 'No. I cannot expect you to believe it. Take it as a lie—or a prophecy. Say I dreamed it in 
the workshop. Consider I have been speculating upon the destinies of our race until I have hatched this fiction. Treat my 
assertion of its truth as a mere stroke of art to enhance its interest. And taking it as a story, what do you think of it?'

He took up his pipe, and began, in his old accustomed manner, to tap with it nervously upon the bars of the grate. There
was a momentary stillness. Then chairs began to creak and shoes to scrape upon the carpet. I took my eyes off the Time 
Traveler’s face, and looked round at his audience. They were in the dark, and little spots of color swam before them. The
Medical Man seemed absorbed in the contemplation of our host. The Editor was looking hard at the end of his cigar—
the sixth. The Journalist fumbled for his watch. The others, as far as I remember, were motionless.

The Editor stood up with a sigh. 'What a pity it is you're not a writer of stories!' he said, putting his hand on the Time 
Traveler’s shoulder.

'You don't believe it?'
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'Well——'

'I thought not.'

The Time Traveler turned to us. 'Where are the matches?' he said.
He lit one and spoke over his pipe, puffing. 'To tell you the truth
… I hardly believe it myself…. And yet…'

His eye fell with a mute inquiry upon the withered white flowers upon the little table. Then he turned over the hand 
holding his pipe, and I saw he was looking at some half-healed scars on his knuckles.

The Medical Man rose, came to the lamp, and examined the flowers. 'The gynoecium’s odd,' he said. The Psychologist 
leant forward to see, holding out his hand for a specimen.

'I'm hanged if it isn't a quarter to one,' said the Journalist.
'How shall we get home?'

'Plenty of cabs at the station,' said the Psychologist.

'It's a curious thing,' said the Medical Man; 'but I certainly don't know the natural order of these flowers. May I have 
them?'

The Time Traveler hesitated. Then suddenly: 'Certainly not.'

'Where did you really get them?' said the Medical Man.

The Time Traveler put his hand to his head. He spoke like one who was trying to keep hold of an idea that eluded him. 
'They were put into my pocket by Weena, when I travelled into Time.' He stared round the room. 'I'm damned if it isn't 
all going. This room and you and the atmosphere of every day is too much for my memory. Did I ever make a Time 
Machine, or a model of a Time Machine? Or is it all only a dream? They say life is a dream, a precious poor dream at 
times—but I can't stand another that won't fit. It's madness. And where did the dream come from? … I must look at that 
machine. If there is one!'

He caught up the lamp swiftly, and carried it, flaring red, through the door into the corridor. We followed him. There in 
the flickering light of the lamp was the machine sure enough, squat, ugly, and askew; a thing of brass, ebony, ivory, and 
translucent glimmering quartz. Solid to the touch—for I put out my hand and felt the rail of it—and with brown spots 
and smears upon the ivory, and bits of grass and moss upon the lower parts, and one rail bent awry.

The Time Traveler put the lamp down on the bench, and ran his hand along the damaged rail. 'It's all right now,' he said. 
'The story I told you was true. I'm sorry to have brought you out here in the cold.' He took up the lamp, and, in an 
absolute silence, we returned to the smoking-room.

He came into the hall with us and helped the Editor on with his coat. The Medical Man looked into his face and, with a 
certain hesitation, told him he was suffering from overwork, at which he laughed hugely. I remember him standing in 
the open doorway, bawling good night.

I shared a cab with the Editor. He thought the tale a 'gaudy lie.' For my own part I was unable to come to a conclusion. 
The story was so fantastic and incredible, the telling so credible and sober. I lay awake most of the night thinking about 
it. I determined to go next day and see the Time Traveler again. I was told he was in the laboratory, and being on easy 
terms in the house, I went up to him. The laboratory, however, was empty. I stared for a minute at the Time Machine 
and put out my hand and touched the lever. At that the squat substantial-looking mass swayed like a bough shaken by 
the wind. Its instability startled me extremely, and I had a queer reminiscence of the childish days when I used to be 
forbidden to meddle. I came back through the corridor. The Time Traveler met me in the smoking-room. He was coming 
from the house. He had a small camera under one arm and a knapsack under the other. He laughed when he saw me, 
and gave me an elbow to shake. 'I'm frightfully busy,' said he, 'with that thing in there.'
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'But is it not some hoax?' I said. 'Do you really travel through time?'

'Really and truly I do.' And he looked frankly into my eyes. He hesitated. His eye wandered about the room. 'I only want 
half an hour,' he said. 'I know why you came, and it's awfully good of you. There's some magazines here. If you'll stop to 
lunch I'll prove you this time travelling up to the hilt, specimen and all. If you'll forgive my leaving you now?'

I consented, hardly comprehending then the full import of his words, and he nodded and went on down the corridor. I 
heard the door of the laboratory slam, seated myself in a chair, and took up a daily paper. What was he going to do 
before lunch-time? Then suddenly I was reminded by an advertisement that I had promised to meet Richardson, the 
publisher, at two. I looked at my watch, and saw that I could barely save that engagement. I got up and went down the 
passage to tell the Time Traveler.

As I took hold of the handle of the door I heard an exclamation, oddly truncated at the end, and a click and a thud. A 
gust of air whirled round me as I opened the door, and from within came the sound of broken glass falling on the floor. 
The Time Traveler was not there. I seemed to see a ghostly, indistinct figure sitting in a whirling mass of black and brass 
for a moment—a figure so transparent that the bench behind with its sheets of drawings was absolutely distinct; but this
phantasm vanished as I rubbed my eyes. The Time Machine had gone. Save for a subsiding stir of dust, the further end of
the laboratory was empty. A pane of the skylight had, apparently, just been blown in.

I felt an unreasonable amazement. I knew that something strange had happened, and for the moment could not 
distinguish what the strange thing might be. As I stood staring, the door into the garden opened, and the man-servant 
appeared.

We looked at each other. Then ideas began to come. 'Has Mr. ——gone out that way?' said I.

'No, sir. No one has come out this way. I was expecting to find him here.'

At that I understood. At the risk of disappointing Richardson I stayed on, waiting for the Time Traveler; waiting for the 
second, perhaps still stranger story, and the specimens and photographs he would bring with him. But I am beginning 
now to fear that I must wait a lifetime. The Time Traveler vanished three years ago. And, as everybody knows now, he 
has never returned.

EPILOGUE

One cannot choose but wonder. Will he ever return? It may be that he swept back into the past, and fell among the 
blood-drinking, hairy savages of the Age of Unpolished Stone; into the abysses of the Cretaceous Sea; or among the 
grotesque saurians, the huge reptilian brutes of the Jurassic times. He may even now—if I may use the phrase—be 
wandering on some plesiosaurus-haunted Oolitic coral reef, or beside the lonely saline lakes of the Triassic Age. Or did 
he go forward, into one of the nearer ages, in which men are still men, but with the riddles of our own time answered 
and its wearisome problems solved? Into the manhood of the race: for I, for my own part, cannot think that these latter 
days of weak experiment, fragmentary theory, and mutual discord are indeed man's culminating time! I say, for my own 
part. He, I know—for the question had been discussed among us long before the Time Machine was made—thought but 
cheerlessly of the Advancement of Mankind, and saw in the growing pile of civilization only a foolish heaping that must 
inevitably fall back upon and destroy its makers in the end. If that is so, it remains for us to live as though it were not so. 
But to me the future is still black and blank—is a vast ignorance, lit at a few casual places by the memory of his story. 
And I have by me, for my comfort, two strange white flowers—shriveled now, and brown and flat and brittle—to 
witness that even when mind and strength had gone, gratitude and a mutual tenderness still lived on in the heart of 
man.
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The Time Machine Chapter 4 Summary

 The little people of the future have sweet voices, but the Time Traveler can't understand their language.

 They touch him with their soft hands, but he's not worried. He realizes that he could beat them up if he had to. 

 Just to be safe, he takes the levers off the Time Machine so no one else can take it for a joyride.

 He tries to tell the people that he traveled through time by pointing at the sun. One of them asks through 
gestures if the Time Traveler came from the sun in the storm.

 The Time Traveler thinks he might be dealing with fools. He compares the little people to five-year-old children 
for thinking that he fell from the sky.

 But he says yes, and they cover him with flowers, which are like the people: beautiful and delicate.

 The Time Traveler goes with the people to their home, a big grey stone building that's falling apart in spots.

 There are tables full of fruit, which they eat. The Time Traveler tells us that these people only eat fruit. There are
no horses, cows, sheep, or dogs. (This explains why the Time Traveler was so eager to eat meat in Chapter 2.)

 He tries to learn the language, but the people aren't good teachers. They're lazy.

 The Time Traveler goes for a walk up a hill to see what the world is like in the year 802,701. He is soon alone 
because the little people are too weak and lazy to walk that far.

 On his walk, he sees a ruin, which he promises will feature in a later adventure. He also notices a well. When he 
looks down the well, he can't see any water, but he does hear some giant machinery underground.

 He hasn't seen any individual houses, so he thinks the people live communally in the big buildings.

 Then the Time Traveler notices that the men and women look the same in the future.

 This makes sense to him, because he thinks sexual difference is a response to adversity. Since these people live 
in comfort, there's no reason for them to be very masculine or feminine.

 He sits on a seat near the top of the hill and looks out at the world, which looks peaceful, like a garden.

 He starts to come up with a theory about how things came to be the way they are. But first, he tells us that this 
theory is mostly wrong.

 His theory is that strength and smarts are only useful when you have to deal with hardship and danger. When 
everything is fine, there's no reason to be strong. The safer life is, the less strength you need. The people of the 
future have made things so safe with technology that they've become weak and stupid.

 The Time Traveler notes that there are processes in action in his own time (the 1890s) that point to this very 
outcome.

 Then he repeats that his theory is wrong. This won't be the last time he admits to being wrong, which is one 
reason we kind of like the Time Traveler. (See "Characters: The Time Traveler" and "Narrator Point of View" for 
more on this.)
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The Time Machine Chapter 5 Summary

 Night falls. The Time Traveler on the hill looks for the White Sphinx so he'll know how to get back.

 He can't see the Time Machine, which freaks him out. He runs to the Sphinx, but can't find the Machine 
anywhere.

 On his run, he startles a white animal that he thinks is a deer. 

 He goes to the big grey building and startles the little people. He demands to know where his Time Machine is. 
At the same time, he knows they couldn't have taken it. He reminds us that they're too weak (just in case we 
missed it the first billion times he said it).

 After freaking out for most of the night, the Time Traveler feels better the next morning. He finds evidence that 
the Time Machine has been moved into the pedestal of the White Sphinx.

 He can't figure out how to open the pedestal, and the little people all act weird about the Sphinx. But since he 
knows where it is, he's calmer and decides to explore. 

 Also, he tries to be nice to the little people, which involves amusing them with matches.

 He experiments with the wells, which seem to be sucking air down into them. He thinks this might be part of the
sanitation system. But he reveals to us that he's wrong about that.

 He also tells us that it's not entirely his fault that he's wrong. See, in other books about time travel, there's 
always someone from the future to help the traveler understand. (He calls this person a "cicerone," which 
means "guide.") But he's all alone, so he has lots of questions and no one to ask.

 For example, where are the cemeteries? Also, the little people don't have machinery and they don't work, so 
where does their stuff come from?

 The Time Traveler saves a little person from drowning when none of the other little people try. (In case you 
haven't heard, they can be lazy and weak.) The Time Traveler befriends this little person, whose name is Weena.

 Weena hangs around the Time Traveler, and he learns from her that the little people are afraid of the dark. 

 Then the Time Traveler tells us that he had a weird experience that morning. First, he was awoken early by a 
dream that something soft and gross was touching him. Then when he left the grey stone house, he thought he 
saw some ghost-like figures carrying something.

 Another day, the Time Traveler explores the ruin he mentioned in Chapter 4, and he accidentally startles some 
white Thing. The Thing runs off down a well, which has handles for climbing.

 Although the Time Traveler hasn't gotten a good look at the white Thing, he realizes that there are two different 
species of humans in the future. There are the graceful but dumb child-like people who live aboveground, and 
there are the horrible monster-like people who live underground.

 He thinks this split is a continuation of processes that are going on in his own day. For instance, someone who 
worked on the subway in London all day might not see the sun very much. After thousands of years of evolution,
maybe the underground worker would become suited to living underground permanently.
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 Finally, he gives these two groups of people their names: the aboveground people are the Eloi; the belowground
people are Morlocks. (For more on them and their names, see "Characters.")

 The Time Traveler theorizes that the Eloi are the descendants of aristocrats and the Morlocks are the 
descendants of the working class. He thinks they get along, but he still has questions. If the Eloi and Morlocks 
get along, then why did the Morlocks take his Time Machine? And why does Weena cry when he asks her about 
the Morlocks?

 The Time Traveler feels bad about making Weena cry, so he uses his matches to amuse her. (Raise your hand if 
you think it's a bad idea to use matches to amuse people aboveground when you've just discovered a species of 
people living underground.)

The Time Machine Chapter 6 Summary

 The Time Traveler knows that he should investigate the Morlocks, but he doesn't want to because they're 
disgusting. They are, he says, "filthily cold" (6.1). We're not entirely sure what that means, but it sure sounds 
gross.

 He avoids going underground by exploring the surface. He sees a large building far off that looks like it's made of
green porcelain and decides to go explore it.

 But then he realizes that he's just putting off the inevitable: he needs to go down a well and see how the 
Morlocks live.

 Weena gets upset when she realizes what he's doing, but he does it anyway.

 It's a hard climb down, but he finds a tunnel branching off from the well. He hears some machines.

 He rests a moment, then feels some Morlock's soft hands touching him, which jolts him. He lights a match to see
the Morlock better, but it runs away.

 He follows the tunnel and finds a cavern full of machinery. He also smells blood, but that doesn't worry him. 
There's a table with some meat on it. He wonders where the Morlocks got the meat. 

 The Time Traveler reflects on how poorly equipped he is, since he only brought some matches. He only has a 
few matches left after entertaining the Eloi with them. 

 The Morlocks come to examine him, but he's disgusted by them. The Time Traveler yells at them, but they keep 
coming. Then the Morlocks start grabbing at him.

 So the Time Traveler starts fending them off. He manages to escape back up the well. He sees Weena and some 
other Eloi and passes out.

The Time Machine Chapter 7 Summary

 The Time Traveler feels worse – before, he just had to deal with the simplicity of the Eloi, but now he has to deal
with the Morlocks, who he thinks of as "inhuman and malign" (7.1). Also, he's afraid of the dark and the new 
moon.
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 The Time Traveler first thought that the Eloi were kept in idiotic comfort by machines. Then he thought the Eloi 
were the masters of the Morlocks. Now he thinks the Morlocks are in charge in some way. 

"Ages ago, thousands of generations ago, man had thrust his brother man out of the ease and the sunshine. And now 
that brother was coming back – changed!" (7.2).

 Suddenly, the Time Traveler finds himself thinking about the meat he saw underground. But he doesn't know 
why he's thinking about it. 

 Unlike the Eloi, who just freeze up when they're scared, the Time Traveler wants to do something about his fear.
He needs weapons and a secure place to hide from the Morlocks.

 So he takes Weena and starts walking to the Palace of Green Porcelain, the building he saw in Chapter 6.

 He's going to walk even though the comfortable old shoes he started out with are falling apart. 

 Weena stuffs his pockets with flowers on their walk. Two of these will travel back with him to the present day. 
He shows the flowers to his dinner guests in the smoking room and the narrator remarks that they are "not 
unlike very large white mallows" (7.6.). 

 The Time Traveler and Weena continue on their way, but the palace is too far, there's a scary dark forest ahead 
of them, and his feet hurt. So they stop for the night on a hill.

 Afraid of a potential attack, the Time Traveler stays up all night and stargazes. He notices that the constellations 
have changed since his time. He thinks about the cosmic scale of things.

 Against that scale, he realizes that human concerns are pretty small and human history pretty easy to wipe out.

 Then he suddenly realizes that Morlocks eat Eloi, which doesn't really improve his mood.

 Luckily no Morlocks attack that night. In the morning, he throws away his shoes and they start up again for the 
Palace of Green Porcelain.

 On the way, the Time Traveler tries to consider the Morlock-Eloi ecology in a scientific way. But it's too 
disgusting for him and he has too much sympathy for the Eloi, especially Weena.

 So he again thinks about what he needs to protect himself: a safe place, a weapon, and some way to get into the
Sphinx to get the Time Machine back.

 He also decides to take Weena back home with him to the present. 

The Time Machine Chapter 8 Summary

 The Time Traveler and Weena reach the Palace of Green Porcelain, which is falling apart. It's also actually made 
of green porcelain.

 The Palace reminds the Time Traveler of a museum, probably because it was a museum. The lobby has part of a 
dinosaur skeleton and there are glass cases full of stuff on display. It sounds pretty much like any museum we 
might find today. The Time Traveler calls it a "latter-day South Kensington" (8.4). (South Kensington is an area in 
London where the major museums are.)
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 The Time Traveler and Weena explore the museum, looking for tools to help them against the Morlocks.

 In the minerals section, the Time Traveler looks for the ingredients to make gunpowder, but he can't find any. 

 He also looks for clues about how this whole situation came about. Unfortunately, the section on natural history 
is mostly empty, all the displays rotted away, so he can't figure out how people tamed nature. 

 In a dark part of the museum, he's reminded of the Morlocks. To protect himself, he pulls off a piece of metal 
from one of the machines on display to use as a mace. 

 Now that he has a weapon, he wants to go kill some Morlocks. But he doesn't want to leave Weena alone.

 They find a falling-down library, where the Time Traveler can't find his own works.

 In the chemistry wing, he finds a box of matches and some flammable camphor. He does a little dance to 
celebrate finding the matches (8.10). 

 He also finds the weapons section, but the guns are all rusted and he thinks his impromptu mace will work 
better than any sword when he tries to open the Sphinx.

 There's also a room full of statues and idols, and the Time Traveler carves his name into an idol.

 He finds dynamite, but it doesn't work.

 The Time Traveler and Weena take a rest in the museum courtyard.

The Time Machine Chapter 9 Summary

 The Time Traveler and Weena start to travel back. On the way through the forest, the Time Traveler collects 
firewood so he can build a fire when they stop for the night.

 They don't get as far as he expected, and he needs a hand free in case he needs to chase off the Morlocks with a
match. 

 So he decides to light the firewood and leave the fire behind. 

 The Time Traveler says he learned later that lighting the fire was a big mistake. 

 Weena is totally amazed by the fire, though, and wants to play with it. The Time Traveler has to carry her away 
from it. Then, when they're in the dark, he has to carry her because she's afraid of the dark. So he still has no 
hand free.

 So when the Morlocks do come to attack them, the Time Traveler has to put Weena down to light a match. She 
seems to faint or totally freeze up. He scares the Morlocks off, but he's gotten himself turned around and isn't 
sure which way to go. The nearly catatonic Weena is no help, so they're lost in the forest.

 The Time Traveler decides to build a big campfire where they are and camp for the night. He notes that the 
wood here is really dry, since it hasn't rained since he came to the future.

 The Time Traveler decides to take a nap. 

 He wakes up to discover that his fire is out, his box of matches is missing, and Morlocks are all around them.
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 So he starts beating them with his metal club, which he finds very fun and exciting.

 Then the Morlocks start running away. Not from the Time Traveler and his club, but from the forest fire that his 
first fire caused.

 The Time Traveler can't find Weena and also runs away from the fire. But the fire encircles the Time Traveler, 
who ends up in a clearing with the Morlocks, penned in by a burning ring of fire. 

 The fire disorients the Morlocks, so they don't attack the Time Traveler. He stops hitting them, except when 
some of them come too close.

 There's no trace of Weena. The Time Traveler gets a little frenzied again: he thinks this is a nightmare and 
demands that God let him wake up. 

 The Morlocks slip away as dawn comes. The Time Traveler feels alone now that Weena is gone, but he consoles 
himself: at least Weena wasn't eaten. 

 Then he realizes that he has some loose matches in his pockets. 

The Time Machine Chapter 10 Summary

 The Time Traveler returns to the seat on the hill. He looks down on the Eloi, who don't realize that they are like 
cattle.

 He gets sad about the passing of human intelligence, calling it suicide: people were smart enough to make the 
world a more comfortable place – but as the world got more comfortable, people became less smart.

 He thinks that only a huge variety of needs and dangers keep people smart and strong. Without the dangers, the
Eloi drifted toward "feeble prettiness" and the Morlocks drifted toward "mere mechanical industry" (10.4).

 This would be a fine system if it were stable. But clearly the Morlocks ran out of food, and so they turned to the 
obvious replacement: the Eloi. This is the Time Traveler’s final theory on this issue.

 The Time Traveler takes another nap, then goes to open the Sphinx and get his Time Machine.

 When he gets to the Sphinx, though, the doors are open. 

 The Time Traveler throws away his club. He suspects a trap, but he thinks he can deal with the Morlocks since he
has matches.

 But when the Morlocks try to trap him, he discovers that his matches will only light on the box, which was stolen
in the last chapter.

 Still, the Time Traveler manages to fight the Morlocks off while he reattaches the levers.

The Time Machine Chapter 11 Summary

 The Time Traveler decides to go even farther forward in time.

 He's traveling fast and the days are a blur, but then the days start to become more distinct because the earth is 
slowing down. The sun is also becoming giant and red, which astronomers call...a red giant.
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 The Time Traveler stops on a beach. The air is thinner, the sea moves slowly, and the only life he sees at first is 
some green lichen.

 But then he see some sort of butterfly creature and some sort of crab.

 And then he notices that there's another crab creature right behind him. They're all around him – and they're 
coming for him.

 He no longer relies on matches, but instead jumps farther into the future. 

 He jumps several times – a hundred years here, a thousand years there – and sees the world slowly ending.

 In one last image, he sees an almost lifeless world, totally silent: 

"Silent? It would be hard to convey the stillness of it. All the sounds of man, the bleating of sheep, the cries of birds, the 
hum of insects, the stir that makes the background of our lives – all that was over" (11.11). 

 There is one thing that looks like a black rock, but it seems to be moving toward him.

 Finally, he goes back home.

The Time Machine Chapter 12 Summary

 Traveling back in time, the Time Traveler sees things in reverse and slows down when he sees his laboratory. In 
Chapter 3 he saw his housekeeper zoom across the room, and now he sees her walk backwards across the room.

 For a flash, he sees someone named Hillyer. It's unclear who Hillyer is, though some suspect that's the narrator's
name.

 When he stops, the Time Traveler thinks it might all have been a dream, except now the Time Machine is in a 
different place (because the Morlocks moved it in the future).

 The Time Traveler hears his guests eating and comes in to say hello. And, boy, does he want meat.

 The Time Traveler ends his story by bringing it full circle: "I washed, and dined, and now I am telling you the 
story" (12.5).

 He asks them how they like the story, since he sees that they don't believe him. He admits that he hardly 
believes it himself.

 The Editor clearly doesn't believe him, and the Journalist asks where they can get a cab at this late hour.

 But the Medical Man notes that the flowers are mysterious.

 The Time Traveler has a sudden freak-out and decides he needs to see his Time Machine, or else he'll think the 
whole thing was a dream.

 So everyone goes to the laboratory and sees the Time Machine. It certainly looks a little worn, and the Time 
Traveler is calmed down.

 The Medical Man says the Time Traveler is just overworked. The Editor tells the narrator he thinks it's all a clever
lie.
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 But the narrator is unsure: "The story was so fantastic and incredible, the telling so credible and sober" (12.25).

 So the narrator comes back to visit the next day. But the Time Traveler isn't in the laboratory. The narrator 
touches the Time Machine briefly and thinks about how he wasn't supposed to meddle with things when he was
a child.

 The Time Traveler shows up and claims that he really does travel through time and he's going to bring proof. 
(This time, he has a camera.) He tells the narrator to wait for him. 

 But the narrator remembers that he has an appointment. When he comes back, the Time Machine and the Time
Traveler are gone.

 The narrator waits, but the Time Traveler never comes back.

The Time Machine Epilogue Summary

 The narrator wonders where the Time Traveler is. He could be in the past with the dinosaurs, or in the future, 
when the problems of class war are solved and real progress has been made. But the Time Traveler never 
believed in progress; he always expected disaster.

 But, the narrator says, even if we know that progress is impossible and disaster is waiting for us, "we must live 
as though it were not so" (Epilogue.1).

 The narrator keeps the two flowers that Weena gave the Time Traveler. The flowers remind him that when 
everything else has gone, "gratitude and a mutual tenderness still lived on in the heart of man" (Epilogue.1).
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1984

George Orwell

Book 1, Chapter 6-8 summaries

1984 Book 1, Chapter 6 Summary 

 Winston writes in his diary about sex. Not that this has anything to do with the brunette. 
 He starts off by discussing his encounter with a prostitute in 1981, moves on to his fifteen month marriage to 

Katharine (whereabouts unknown for the last ten years), and finishes off with the Party’s denouncement of physical 
attraction and sex for pleasure. 

 Winston hates on the unthinking, brainwashed followers of the Party, such as Katharine, as he continues to 
reminisce about sex with her, which she saw only as a "duty to the Party" to make baby comrades. 

 Winston just wants someone to love. Oh, and to break away from the chastity that is so deeply ingrained in Party 
loyalty. The sexual act, naturally and lewdly performed, is rebellion against the Party. Desire is thought crime.

1984 Book 1, Chapter 7 Summary 

 Winston writes in his diary that if there is hope in overthrowing Party rule, then it lies in the proles, the disregarded 
masses comprising 85% of the population of Oceania. They need to become conscious of their own strength. 

 The proles are largely untouched by the Party; they’re not smart enough for the Party to bother brainwashing. Thus 
these prole people don’t get what’s going on enough to revolt. 

 Winston looks through a children’s history book and copies the passage about capitalists into his diary. The Party 
claims in said passage that it has increased the standard of living from past times. But Sherlock Winston suspects 
this is a lie. Ultimately, there’s just no way to tell. 

 Winston thinks (quite eloquently): when the past is erased, and the erasure is forgotten, the lie becomes truth. 
 Winston now recalls an occasion when he had proof that the Party was changing history. At one time, in 1973, 

Winston had held in his hands evidentiary proof that certain people who the Party deemed never existed had 
actually existed. 

 Unfortunately, Winston destroyed the proof. 
 Winston realizes the futility of physical evidence, and wonders whether the mind itself is controllable. He refuses to 

believe that it is, though, and realizes that the physical world exists so long as there is a mind to perceive it. Thus, he
writes, freedom is the freedom to think. 

 Then he thinks, I should give this diary to O’Brien, that guy I have an intellectual crush on. 

1984 Book 1, Chapter 8 Summary 

 Winston takes a stroll through prole streets, and envies the lives of the ignorant and the free. He wanders into a pub
for beer, and strikes up a conversation with an old man about life pre-Party. The old man is too incoherent to give a 
satisfactory answer. That’s probably the beer. 

 Winston passes by the secondhand store in which he bought his diary. We meet Mr. Charrington, a 63-year-old 
widower who had owned the shop for about 30 years. Winston purchases a glass paperweight containing pink coral.
He likes it because 1) its useless and 2) it has a link to the past. 

 Chatting with the owner, Winston is soon led upstairs to a room in which Mr. Charrington and his deceased wife 
used to live, but that is now abandoned. 

 Seeing that no tele screen exists on the wall (indeed, there is only a print of St. Clement’s Church hanging where a 
tele screen ought to be), Winston ponders the possibility of renting this room so he could be alone in private. 
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 On his way home, Winston encounters a Party member in blue overalls (Party uniform), and sees that she is the 
brunette coworker. He takes this as confirmation that the brunette was spying on him. Frightened, he temporarily 
contemplates murdering her with the paperweight in his pocket. 

 He finally returns home at 10 p.m., relieved but restless. He tries to write in his diary, but has little success other 
than jotting down the Party slogans.

1984 Setting

Oceania in 1984

With a hint of science fiction, 1984 is set in near-future Oceania. (Yes, it is the past now, but it was the future at the time
the book was written.) The city is still named London, though the country is now called Airstrip One. The super-country 
of Oceania is in a constant state of war, and bomb explosions are ubiquitous. The living conditions are poor – very poor –
with the buildings dilapidated, the food synthetic and rationed out, wages poor, and clothing shoddy. One cannot expect
privacy anywhere, as there is a tele screen (that monitors behavior visually and audibly) in almost every room. Certainly 
a setting to make a character feel disgruntled.

1984 Book 2, Chapter 5 Summary 

 Syme (the genius co-worker) has vanished as Winston predicted. Now he has ceased to exist, therefore he never 
existed. 

 Winston observes the various preparations for Hate Week: posters, propaganda, Hate songs, and streamers. 
 Winston reflects that he met with Julia at least seven times during the month of June; all the sex has alleviated the 

symptoms of his varicose ulcer, his coughing, and his need for alcohol. 
 Winston briefly thinks about Mr. Charrington, the guy who runs the shop in the prole district and is always down for 

the small talk. Winston is thankful for the privacy sanctuary Mr. Charrington affords him and Julia. Sounds like more 
foreshadowing. 

 Winston is troubled by he and Julia’s impending death due to their affair which, in case you forgot, is completely 
illegal. 

 He fantasizes that Katharine will die so he can remarry, and even about changing he and Julia’s identities to become 
and live like proles. 

 Winston and Julia speak about politics and the Brotherhood. But Winston is annoyed by Julia’s selfish concerns and 
lack of lofty rebellious goals. He speaks of questioning the Party’s authority, an organized revolution, his intellectual 
crush on O’Brien, and passing on his efforts to the next generation. 

 Julia isn’t down for that. 

1984 Book 2, Chapter 6 Summary 

 O’Brien makes supposedly subversive contact with Winston in the corridor at the Ministry of Truth. Winston feels as 
though he has been waiting for this moment for his entire life. 

 O’Brien discusses with Winston the tenth edition of the Newspeak dictionary, and tells him that he can take a peek 
at it if he makes a visit one evening. 

 Accepting O’Brien’s home address, Winston feels affirmation with regards to the conspiracy that he has dreamed of.
He feels that this event is a continuation of what he started with the diary and then with his affair with Julia. Yet he 
still accepts that it will eventually lead to death at the Ministry of Love.
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1984 Book 2, Chapter 7 Summary 

 Winston awakes one morning in the room atop Mr. Charrington’s shop, crying. He tells Julia about his dreams of the 
past – repressed memories of his childhood revealed. Up until this moment, Winston has believed that he had 
murdered his mother. But the dream says differently. 

 Winston tells Julia that the Party has made them inhuman by severing familial ties and loyalties, and by its attempt 
to alter histories. The proles, he says, are the only human creatures left. 

 Winston and Julia discuss their future actions, given O’Brien’s contact. 
 The two acknowledge the possibility of 1) torture and 2) death if they get caught. 
 "Whatever," they say (roughly speaking,) "as long as we stay true to each other." 
 Winston feebly claims that confession is not betrayal, as long as you know on the inside that you are right. This is 

like integrity lite, or the diet version of principles.
1984 Book 3, Chapter 1 Summary 

•Winston wakes up in a bright, high-ceilinged, windowless cell in the Ministry of Love. At last, he is at the place where 
there is no darkness – the lights never go off. Four tele screens monitor him, one on each wall. He is referred to as "6079
Smith W."

•The cell is crowded with ten or fifteen people, and very noisy. Winston observes that Party prisoners (political ones, 
nicknamed the "polits") are always silent and terrified, but the ordinary or common criminals seem to care for nothing. 

•Winston first meets a large prole woman who shares his last name (that would be Smith). Both contemplate the 
possibility of her being his mother.

•Winston briefly meets a poet, Ampleforth, who was incarcerated for the crime of leaving the word "God" in a Kipling 
translation. Before long, he was dragged off to a mysterious place called "Room 101." 

•Winston then sees his neighbor and coworker, Tom Parsons, who’s supposed to be a goody-two-shoes. Parsons tells 
Winston that his little daughter chewed him out to the Patrols upon hearing his blabbering "down with Big Brother!" in 
his sleep.

•Winston then meets a man dying of starvation, and watches as a man named "2713 Bumstead J" is beaten for trying to 
feed the starving man. Bumstead is then sent to Room 101. Bummer.

•Next thing we know, Winston is completely discombobulated, not knowing how much time has passed or whether it is 
day or night. He dreams about saving Julia by agreeing to double the amount of pain allotted to him.

•He also wishes the Brotherhood would send him a razorblade to kill himself with. Because that’s what brothers are for.

•Finally, O’Brien enters Winston’s cell, and self-introduces as the chief operator of the Ministry of Love.

•Winston is crushed that his intellectual crush ended up being unworthy, and a guard uses the truncheon to mangle 
Winston’s left arm. 

•At which point he doubts his ability to be a hero at all. So begins his journey of physical torture.

1984 Book 3, Chapter 2 Summary 
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•Ten torture methods later…Winston (like all the other prisoners) confesses to a long range of crimes – espionage, 
sabotage, etc. The confessions are a mere formality. This is so not over yet.

•Winston’s spirit is broken (along with several body parts), and his sole concern becomes to 1) find out what they want 
him to confess, and 2) confess like crazy to avoid torture. 

•O’Brien is still running the torture show, by the way. Turns out, he’s been surveying Winston for the last seven years. 
Or so he says.

•Winston is strapped onto a torture machine that is designed to stretch backbones until they break.

•O’Brien controls the dial that directs the machine. Suspense builds. So does the tension.

•O’Brien informs Winston that his crime was refusing to accept the Party’s control. Winston even went so far as to rely 
on his own memory. 

•Winston becomes brainwashed, as tends to happen when you’re on a backbone-stretching machine. 

•O’Brien informs Winston that Julia has long betrayed him, quickly and easily. Winston, by now focused on the 
backbone-stretching machine, doesn’t give a hoot.

•You might be wondering why they do this whole torture business. Winston is too busy being tortured to wonder, but 
O’Brien tells him anyway, which is convenient for us. He says that they convert "traitors" before they kill them so that 
there are no martyrs.

•Through many more paragraphs of prolonged torture, Winston relearns "doublethink" and eventually, "crimestop."

1984 Book 3, Chapter 3 Summary 

•After weeks of torture, O’Brien tells Winston that he is about to enter the second stage of the three-stage process of 
"reintegration": learning, understanding, and acceptance. 

• O’Brien reveals a cornucopia of information to start the process of reintegration: the Party is indestructible because it 
seeks absolute power for power’s sake; the Party will succeed indefinitely because it controls the only reality that 
matters – the human mind; the Party shall eventually be rid of all enemies because all private loyalties will be abolished.

•O’Brien likens a picture of the future to be "a boot stamping on a human face – forever." It will be a hateful world of 
power, manifesting itself in "inflicting pain and humiliation."

•O’Brien forces Winston to look in the mirror for a picture of "humanity." Winston cries upon seeing his deterioration; 
he looks to be 60-years-old with the grayness, emaciation, and a not-so-straight spine. In short, he looks like a boot 
stamped on his face.

•O’Brien humiliates Winston by ridiculing this picture of "the last man." (An allusion to Orwell’s originally intended title, 
"The Last Man in Europe.")

•Winston lashes back, and O’Brien recognizes that there is one last strength: Winston has not yet betrayed Julia.

•Whatever, says O’Brien. It doesn’t matter since everyone gets shot anyway. Although, better play it safe and destroy 
that last loyalty.
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1984 Plot Analysis

Most good stories start with a fundamental list of ingredients: the initial situation, conflict, complication, climax, 
suspense, denouement, and conclusion. Great writers sometimes shake up the recipe and add some spice.

Initial Situation

Winston leads a squalid existence in 1984, Oceania; he is sexually frustrated and psychology oppressed by the Party. He 
starts a journal to catalog his subversive thoughts against the Party. 

Although there’s some action right off the bat regarding Winston’s subversive act and whatnot, it’s still kind of boring. 
And pessimistic. We get the sense that Winston’s life has always been this way – totally banal – and he’s finally gotten to
the point of expressing that frustration. But not quite enough to constitute a conflict. 

Conflict

Julia approaches Winston, and the two start a secret love affair. Meeting at places they think evade tele screens and 
microphones, they fall deeper and deeper in love with each other, all the while talking incessantly about rebelling 
against the Party.

Real acts of subversion! Winston has gained an ally in his covert acts of rebellion against the Party. Will they succeed in 
their plans against the Party? Julia’s involvement adds a second dimension to our protagonist’s life, and we wonder how 
it will all turn out. Now, not only does Winston have to hide his journal writing from the Party, but must find hideouts to 
consummate his love. Will this make it harder or easier for Winston to survive and succeed? All these questions sound 
like conflict, don’t they?

Complication

O’Brien approaches Winston and inducts both him and Julia into the Brotherhood. Supposedly. O’Brien arranges for 
Winston to receive a copy of Goldstein’s manifesto, detailing the "how" and "why" of the rebellion.

We all knew it was going to get complicated once the enigmatic Inner Party member got involved. Why does Winston 
trust him? Why isn’t Winston paranoid, for once? And what about that odd interaction at O’Brien’s residence? That was 
sure fishy. And in traditional English Major Language, fishy = complicated.

Climax

Winston and Julia wake up feeling like an ordinary, non-repressed couple. They discuss their future, now that they have 
joined the Brotherhood. They conclude that they are "the dead." A voice coming from behind the picture of St. 
Clement’s Church echoes what they say. They are surrounded by the Thought Police. 

Were the entire first two Books hinting at Winston’s ultimate demise? Didn’t Winston know from the moment he put ink
to paper that he was going to get caught? We knew it was coming. But at this of all moments – come on. The poor guy’s 
in bed after sex and feeling all loved and happy, until his metaphorical teddy bear is ripped violently from his grip. 

Suspense

Winston is cooped up at the Ministry of Love, where there is no darkness. He meets a series of other prisoners, who all 
seem to fear being sent to the mysterious "Room 101." He undergoes a series of torturous interrogations by O’Brien, but
still does not know what waits for him in Room 101.
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What is Room 101? What happens there? Why does everyone fear it? Just when we thought things could not get worse 
than being cooped up and beaten to near-death, they do.

Denouement

Winston is sent to Room 101, where O’Brien confronts him with a cage of vociferous rats ready to chew him up. 
Winston’s spirit is finally broken by this, his biggest fear, and he betrays Julia in a final cry of surrender. 

Room 101, where one confronts ones worst fear, has arrived. This is where the last inkling of rebellion – and, figuratively
speaking (or possibly literal, given the torture), the last backbone of Winston’s subversion – is broken. We know nothing 
more will come after this. This is the anti-climax, the "falling action," as Winston surrenders his will. 

Conclusion

Having been released, Winston sits at the Chestnut Tree Café and reflects about scenes in his life, as well as an apathetic
chance meeting with Julia. Winston smiles, and is overcome by a feeling of total love and acceptance for the Party.

Quite the resolution, Orwell. The rebel has been reformed and now loves the Party he attempted to overthrow. His 
being at the Chestnut Tree signifies the ending also – that’s the spot where old Party members go to spend their 
retirement. Not to mention that his chance meeting with Julia, the former love of his life and muse to his soul, was 
apathetic. This guy is obviously done for.

1984 as Booker’s Seven Basic Plots Analysis: Tragedy Plot

Christopher Booker is a scholar who wrote that every story falls into one of seven basic plot structures: Overcoming the 
Monster, Rags to Riches, the Quest, Voyage and Return, Comedy, Tragedy, and Rebirth. 

Plot Type : 

Anticipation Stage

Dissatisfied with his life, Winston reasons that it is the Party’s fault. He starts to seek out ways to rebel against the Party,
first by starting a journal, then by starting an affair with Julia.

Something big is missing in Winston Smith’s life; he sets out to find fulfillment by engaging in rebellious acts.

Dream Stage 

O’Brien approaches Winston in the corridor at work, and inducts him and Julia into a revolutionary group called the 
Brotherhood.

Winston becomes more and more absorbed in acts of subversion, and for a while here, things are going so improbably 
well that he thinks he and Julia might escape the Party.

Frustration Stage 

Winston reads Goldstein’s Manifesto, but fails to grasp the reason or the "why" underlying the resistance.
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Winston is frustrated that he can’t seem to find the "cream" to the Manifesto. In his words, he understands the how of 
the rebellion, but he doesn’t understand the why.

Nightmare Stage 

At the height of their love and bonding, Winston and Julia get caught by the Thought Police and sent to the Ministry of 
Love for prolonged torture, interrogation, and brainwashing. Finally, he is forced to face his ultimate fear in Room 101. 

Just when things can’t get any better, they get worse. Winston gets caught. With his pants down. It is very abrupt, and it 
is a total nightmare.

Destruction Stage 

Upon release from the Ministry of Love, Winston is reintegrated in society, now merely a shell of a man. Winston 
essentially "retires" at the Chestnut Tree Café, living his life only to be shot to death (though we never see this).

Having finally escaped the many nightmares leading up to his worst nightmare, Winston is now content. In fact, he 
believes he is genuinely happy because he has learned how to be ignorant and unquestioning. But in fact, he is in a 
daze…and there is every implication that he will be shot by the Party in the near future. Not that he minds, really.
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Three-Act Plot Analysis

For a three-act plot analysis, put on your screenwriter’s hat. Moviemakers know the formula well: at the end of Act One,
the main character is drawn in completely to a conflict. During Act Two, she is farthest away from her goals. At the end 
of Act Three, the story is resolved.

Act I

Book One. We experience the life of Winston Smith through his eyes and some additional narration. Basically, Winston 
hates the Party, and his life, but that’s the doing of the Party.

Act II

Book Two. It starts with our introduction to Julia, and ends with Winston and Julia being caught and taken away by the 
Thought Police. Book Two traces the love life of Winston Smith, in which love is a political act, one of rebellion against 
the Party.

Act III

Book Three. We’re with Winston in the torture chambers, a.k.a. the Ministry of Love. Ironic? Again yes, yes it is. Here, 
Winston is physically and psychologically manipulated so that he accepts and loves the Party again. That is, O’Brien 
reforms Winston the nonconformist into being, well, a conformist.
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1984 Themes

Philosophical Viewpoint:

1984 is an extremely philosophical work. Winston contemplates endlessly the meaning of existence, of life, of history, of 
power – and each one’s relation to the other. Consider the text on these issues:

 "Until this moment you had never considered what is meant by existence…Does the past exist concretely, in space? Is 
there somewhere or other a place, a world of solid objects, where the past is still happening?"

 "Where does the past exist, if at all?"

 "The belief that nothing exists outside your own mind – surely there must be some way of demonstrating that it was 
false? Had it not been exposed long ago as a fallacy? There was even a name for it…"

 "‘Who controls the past,’ ran the Party slogan, ‘controls the future: who controls the present controls the past.’ And yet 
the past, though of its nature alterable, never had been altered. Whatever was true now was true from everlasting to 
everlasting. It was quite simple." 

 Doesn’t all of this make you want to look up at the starry sky and ponder just what is existence, what is reality, and who 
and what are you?
  
Questions About Philosophical Viewpoints

1. According to Ingsoc, the Party’s ideology, reality exists only in the mind of the individual. Do you believe an external 
reality exists independent of perception? If a tree falls in the forest and no one is around to hear it, does it make a 
sound?
2. Is reality necessarily subjective for Winston? Can there ever be an objective account of history and its events in 1984, 
or is reality dependent upon the observer? 
3. Winston spends a lot of time ruminating on metaphysical questions, but no one else seems to be doing this at all. 
What is it about Winston that makes him different from his peers, that drives him to ask these philosophical questions?

   
Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.

Although Ingsoc preaches that reality exists only in the mind of the individual, objective reality exists insofar as it is 
possible to assess the collective minds of all the people – therein resides actuality, untainted by subjective perception.

 It is necessary for the Party to control the past in order to control the present. However, it is not necessary to control 
the present in order to control the future.
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On Power

1984 is not just about totalitarianism; it makes us live through totalitarianism. The Party wants power for its own sake. 
The Party carefully monitors the behavior of all of its constituents. Morning group exercises are mandatory. The Party 
demands that all loyalty created in private be severed, and that the only acceptable loyalty is loyalty to the Party. The 
Party condemns sex, and brainwashes its constituents. The Party recognizes no concept of a "family" other than the 
collective family under rule by the Party. The Party controls everything – the past, the present, and the future – by 
controlling historical records, language, and even thought. The Party tortures and "vaporizes" those who harbor 
rebellious thoughts. The state suffers through constant warfare. The conditions are dilapidated, but the citizens do not 
know better. Classism exists everywhere, and different classes generally do not socialize with each other.
  
Questions About Power

1. What are the different ways that the Party obtains and maintains power in Oceania? Which is the most potent?
2. What does it mean to want power for power’s sake? Is this what the Party does? What is power good for, anyway, 
other than to gain other things such as money, control, and even more power? 
3. What are some of the rights confiscated altogether by the Party?
4. What is the most difficult for Winston to lose?
5. How does the Party’s propaganda indoctrinate and control thought? Come on, is it REALLY working?

   
Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.

O’Brien’s description of power as "a boot stamping on a human face […] forever" is misguided, because power is more 
about influence and authority than victory over resistance. This is the Party’s fatal flaw in 1984.

1984 demonstrates that totalitarianism is a devastating political agenda, because it is necessarily dependent upon fear, 
classism, and physical torture. Without these elements, the Party would have no power.
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On Warfare

1984 depicts warfare as a necessary tool and symptom of a totalitarian state. Oceania, one of the three superstates of 
the world, is in constant warfare with one of the other two. This is necessary, as warfare keeps citizens in constant flux 
and fear – they then willingly submit to the control of the Party. Only after this submission can the Party regulate supply 
and demand to ensure classism, and ultimately, power.
  
Questions About Warfare

1. Why is it necessary for Oceania to be engaged in perpetual war?
2. Adding to the first question, why does it have to be perpetual war with a constantly shifting enemy? Why TWO other 
superstates, instead of one?
3. Why does Winston seem to be affected (or unaffected) by the perpetual state of war in Oceania?

   
Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.

It is necessary for Oceanians to believe that Oceania is in a constant state of warfare with the other superpowers, 
because the presence of a common enemy prevents internal conflict.

 The constant bombing and warfare in Oceania are simulated by the Party for the purpose of manipulating its 
constituents, as evidenced by subtle inconsistencies in the book.
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In a Nutshell

The Handmaid's Tale, a best-selling book first published in 1985, could have been marketed as a kind of sci-fi horror 
story. After all, it's a scary vision of a dystopian future, kind of like Brave New World, 1984, or even The Hunger Games. 
In this future, nearly all the women have become infertile, so the few who can still have babies have been rounded up, 
brainwashed, and assigned to powerful men in a twisted attempt to restore the human race.
The Handmaid's Tale won author Margaret Atwood some seriously major awards, including the 1986 Los Angeles Times 
Best Fiction Award and the 1987 Arthur C. Clarke Award for Best Science Fiction, and a nomination for the Booker Prize. 
It's probably her most successful book. While The Handmaid's Tale has gotten tons of praise as a work of science fiction, 
Atwood has claimed that this book is actually something else. She calls it "speculative" fiction instead, which has caused 
some problems with sci-fi fans. (For more on this, see "Genre” in your reader pp. 115-116) 
Many years later, the book's warnings about the future still resonate. Because the book was published smack dab in the 
middle of Ronald Reagan's presidency, some believed it was a commentary on the United States in the 1980s. Reagan, a 
Republican and former actor, was president from 1981 to 1989. During that time he made many economic reforms. 
Some of the economic reforms Reagan fought for, though, did not take full effect until a few years after the publication 
of The Handmaid's Tale. 

In any case, Atwood tried to play down that specific political connection in a 1986 interview with the New York Times: 
"Despite the novel's projections from current events, Margaret Atwood resists calling her book a warning.’I do not have 
a political agenda of that kind. The book won't tell you who to vote for,' she said" Check out the following link to the 
article related to this topic: 

http://partners.nytimes.com/books/00/09/03/specials/atwood-
gilead.html?scp=8&sq=%22the%20handmaid%27s%20tale%22&st=cse

 It's up to readers to determine how the vision in the book connects to our everyday lives – how we can protect both 
ourselves and our freedom. 
The Handmaid's Tale is now considered standard, even required reading, appreciated both by the public and critics. It 
received glowing sound bites from most major newspapers and sat on the New York Times best-seller list for a good 
stretch. Paul Gray, writing for Time magazine in 1986, criticizes the book for not seeming as real as something like 1984. 
But he also praises it for what it accomplishes on its own, saying that the book is so interesting because Offred is such a 
powerful narrator: "Offred's narrative is fascinating in a way that transcends tense and time: the record of an observant 
soul struggling against a harsh, mysterious world". It seems that whether you like science fiction or not, or whether you 
call this speculative fiction or not, The Handmaid's Tale has something to offer readers of all stripes.
  
Why Should You Care?

Most people like getting scared from time to time. In the 21st century, we've taken Halloween to the next level. We like 
monsters, zombies, and vampires, not to mention all sorts of horror movies and suspenseful thrillers. At the same time, 
though, we like our scary stuff to be fictional and temporary. Two and a half hours with zombies at the multiplex? 
Awesome. Watching riots in a neighboring country on TV? Not awesome, but just as scary.
Well, The Handmaid's Tale is a scary book, both in the make-believe way and for other reasons too. Its characters have 
no voice in their government and no control over their lives. In an interview with the New York Times, Margaret Atwood 
summed up her book like this: "it's a study of power, and how it operates and how it deforms or shapes the people who 
are living within that kind of regime". 
When you put it like that, it seems like the book's implications are pretty universal. Although our world isn't as 
totalitarian and frightening as Atwood's futuristic vision of the United States as Gilead, it's still not as good a place as it 
could be. We still live in scary times. We've got oil spills and wars to worry about and a global economy that suffers 
when just one country's currency falls. Today there are places in the world where women don't have the right to choose 
what clothes they wear or whom they marry, and where they can be stoned to death for committing adultery. Some of 

http://www.shmoop.com/brave-new-world/
http://www.shmoop.com/1984/
http://www.margaretatwood.ca/bio.php
http://www.shmoop.com/handmaids-tale/genre.html
http://www.shmoop.com/handmaids-tale/genre.html
http://www.shmoop.com/reagan-era/
http://partners.nytimes.com/books/00/09/03/specials/atwood-gilead.html?scp=8&sq=%22the%20handmaid%27s%20tale%22&st=cse
http://partners.nytimes.com/books/00/09/03/specials/atwood-gilead.html?scp=8&sq=%22the%20handmaid%27s%20tale%22&st=cse
http://www.themanbookerprize.com/prize/authors/8
http://www.themanbookerprize.com/prize/authors/8
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this stuff sounds eerily like the future Atwood made up, right? Even lighter restrictions, such as censorship, can lead to 
serious consequences. 

The Handmaid's Tale Genre
Science Fiction, Speculative Fiction, Dystopian Literature

Science Fiction or Speculative Fiction?
At first glance, The Handmaid's Tale seems to fit well into the genre of science fiction, with its new social caste system, 
alternate view of the future, and abandonment of technology for primitive ceremonial systems. However, the author 
herself disagrees with this characterization. In 2005 Atwood presented the argument that her work is speculative fiction 
rather than science fiction, and that the two genres are really different:
I like to make a distinction between science fiction proper and speculative fiction. For me, the science fiction label belongs
on books with things in them that we can't yet do, such as going through a wormhole in space to another universe; and 
speculative fiction means a work that employs the means already to hand, such as DNA identification and credit cards, 
and that takes place on Planet Earth. See the following link for more on this:

http://www.theguardian.com/film/2005/jun/17/sciencefictionfantasyandhorror.margaretatwood

Dystopian Literature
Many of the book's plot elements also fit well into the genre of dystopian literature. In a dystopia, we can usually find a 
society that has become all kinds of wrong, in direct contrast to a utopia, or a perfect society. Like many totalitarian 
states, the Republic of Gilead starts out as an envisioned utopia by a select few: a remade world where lower-class 
women will provide upper-class couples with children, and the human race can feel confident about producing future 
generations. Yet the vast majority of the characters we meet are oppressed by this world, and its strict attention to 
violence, death, and conformity highlight the ways in which it is a far from perfect place. 
Atwood points to this idea of utopia or dystopia specifically in an exchange between the narrator and Moira that takes 
place before the Republic takes over: 
[The narrator] said there was more than one way of living with your head in the sand and that if Moira thought she could
create Utopia by shutting herself up in a women-only enclave she was sadly mistaken. (28.7) 
Female characters are frequently told in The Handmaid's Tale how much safer, more protected and better off they are. 
By themselves, those are utopian characteristics, but in this context, they're anything but.

The Handmaid’s Tale, Themes
On Identity:

In The Handmaid's Tale, nearly everyone's identity has been stripped away. Although the most powerful have more 
privileges than some of the others, everyone has been renamed and repositioned. Women are grouped into classes 
(Handmaid, Wife, Martha, and Econowife). The body and its functions – especially the fertile female body – have 
become more important than personality, education, or mind. This theme is highlighted by the fact that no character is 
represented by his or her real name. (For more, see "Character Clues: Names.")
Questions About Identity

1. Are there any clues in the text that point to the narrator's real name?
2. Do names matter? How do they determine identity? 
3. How does class standing and societal position define someone in this book? 

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
The narrator's voice is so clear and absolute that, even though she doesn't reveal her real name, by the book's end 
readers feel they know her.
In a society like that of Gilead, it would be impossible for any individual, male or female, to hold onto his or her identity 
for long.

http://www.theguardian.com/film/2005/jun/17/sciencefictionfantasyandhorror.margaretatwood
http://www.shmoop.com/handmaids-tale/characterization.html
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On Children:
Children are precious, rare commodities in the world of The Handmaid's Tale. The production of children has become 
the Republic of Gilead's overarching goal, governing nearly every aspect of life. Yet while the goal of creating the next 
generation is overwhelming and seemingly necessary, traditional ideas about parenting and family are turned inside out.
Birth mothers must produce babies or they essentially get a death sentence, but they don't get to keep their children. 
Chances for fertility are parceled out to men (and their "households") according to how much power or status they 
have.
Questions About Children

1. Why do you think the narrator didn't get pregnant at her first two Handmaid postings?
2. What do you think really happened to the narrator's daughter?
3. Is there any other way to handle the growing problem of not enough children being born? Are there ways in 

which the Republic of Gilead's plan makes any kind of sense?
4. Why do you think people in this novel are so determined to continue having children?
5. If the narrator ends up pregnant by Nick, will this be enough to save her?

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
 Ultimately, the Republic of Gilead's whole focus on Handmaids as vessels for childbearing is fruitless, because it 
undermines ideas of parenting and creating real families. 

On Marriage:
The Republic of Gilead honors and privileges first marriages to the extreme. Second wives with children are rounded up 
as the likeliest candidates to become Handmaids. Everyone acts like it's perfectly normal to have a Handmaid (a 
surrogate child bearer) as part of an otherwise monogamous marriage. Yet, even though marriage is treated as a sacred 
state, standard problems between husbands and wives – lack of understanding, communication, and sexual desire – are 
as persistent as they ever were. While marriage is officially honored, it seems somewhat like a joke, with husbands and 
their wives always segregated within society.

Questions About Marriage
1. How would you describe the Commander and Serena Joy's marriage? What about the narrator and Luke's?
2. Do you think the Handmaid arrangement is supported by the Biblical evidence people cite throughout the book?

Why or why not?
3. How would our world work if only first marriages were legal? What changes would we see?
4. In what ways did these changes to marriages not solve the Gileadeans' problems?

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
The troubling ways in which Gileadean society easily uses Biblical evidence to support a state-sanctioned version of 
three-person marriage show how easily scripture can be manipulated to nefarious ends.
The Handmaid's Tale reveals the ways in which marriage has been separated from love and can be used as a tool for the 
state. Because of this, we should seriously reconsider the notion of marriage in the 21st century.

On Love:
Love is more remembered than practiced in The Handmaid's Tale. Even when the characters have feelings for each 
other, they try to fight them off because strong emotions are dangerous. There's nothing from the past to hold onto, 
and many people's connections and relationships have been completely severed. Love exists only as a memory (a child's 
scent at bath time, a rendezvous with a lover at a hotel) or in secret (the touch of two fingers through a bathroom wall, 
a filched cigarette, or the gift of being called by one's own real name). 
Questions About Love

1. How would you characterize the narrator's feelings for Luke versus her feelings for Nick? What about her 
feelings for Moira?
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2. Do you think the Commander loves the narrator? Does Nick?
3. Does Selena Joy love the Commander?
4. Is it even possible to feel love in the Republic of Gilead?
5. How does this book challenge notions of love, sex, and marriage being interconnected?

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Through her experiences in Gilead, the narrator realizes the nature of the love she had for her husband and child only in 
retrospect.
The greatest bond in the novel is that of friendship between two women, the narrator and Moira.

On Women and Femininity:
Women aren't supposed to use their minds in the world of The Handmaid's Tale. They're forbidden from reading, 
working outside the home, or even spending money. The small minority who are fertile are forced to become de-
eroticized baby-making machines, or, as the narrator thinks of it, empty childbearing vessels. Their bodies are hidden 
and their brains are denied. Acknowledgment of the body as more than a vessel, and the mind as still productive, comes 
only in hidden moments, like when the narrator steals butter to use as moisturizer or speeds through a black-market 
copy of Charles Dickens's Hard Times . 
Questions About Women and Femininity

1. What stereotypes are typically applied to women? How does the book alter, reinforce, or play with those 
stereotypes?

2. The narrator says, "There is no such thing as a sterile man anymore, not officially. There are only women who 
are fruitful and women who are barren, that's the law" (11.18). Why does this society set up sterility as a 
female-only problem? 

3. How can femininity be defined apart from fertility? Is it possible to make that kind of distinction within the 
book?

4. Do you think the narrator manages to retain her femininity in Gilead? What does being a woman even mean?

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
By reducing women to their fertility, Gileadean society not only robs them of using their minds and celebrating other 
aspects of their bodies, it changes the kinds of people they can be.
The narrator struggles to retain her knowledge of femininity, if not her femininity itself, through flashbacks and 
memories.

On Home:
There is a clear distinction between house and home in The Handmaid's Tale. Handmaids are placed in other people's 
homes, which to them are just houses. There's no reason for them to feel at home there. Strangely, one of the most 
home-like places in the restricted Republic of Gilead is a brothel, which used to be a hotel. It's full of references to the 
time before, like unchanged wallpaper and tiny soaps, which give it a feeling of familiarity and timelessness that's 
missing from the houses in which the Handmaids and Marthas work.

Questions About The Home
1. Where would you say the narrator feels most at home? Why do you think that is?
2. Why is the narrator so reluctant to call her quarters at the Commander's house "my room"? What makes her 

change her mind?
3. In a world where women can't read, buy things, or otherwise exercise their agency, can they still consider 

themselves to have homes? How is the idea of a home connected to those other concepts? 

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.

http://www.shmoop.com/hard-times-dickens/
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Once the narrator arrives at the Women's Center, the idea of ever having a place she could call "home" again is closed to
her.

On Freedom and Confinement:
In the society of The Handmaid's Tale, even the powerful live very restricted lives, but the Handmaids, confined to their 
bedrooms except for sanctioned outings to grocery stores, childbearing Ceremonies, and executions, are worse off than 
most. Doubly trapped by their low social statuses and their fertile bodies, Handmaids barely get to do anything. Their 
bodies' fertility both enforces their confinement and paradoxically promises them a kind of freedom. If Handmaids 
become pregnant by their Commanders (this is their sole purpose in this society) their reward is not being sent off to 
die. If they do get pregnant, they're confined to their bodies in a different way, forced to give birth to children they don't
get to keep, fathered by men they don't love.

Questions About Freedom and Confinement
1. If you had to select the most trapped character in the text, who would it be, and why?
2. What do you think freedom would really mean for the narrator?
3. What kinds of confinement are present in the novel? How are they similar and how do they differ?

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Because so many events have conspired against the narrator, it's impossible for her to really achieve freedom at the end
of the book.
While the narrator remains confined to her position as Handmaid for the majority of the novel, her determination to 
keep reliving her many flashbacks and memories helps keep her intellectually free.

On Reading, Writing and Storytelling:
We never quite know what's true in The Handmaid's Tale; even when people state their names, they're lying. 
Throughout the book we're reminded that this is a story, and that the narrator is altering some of the details. The 
narrator wishes she could change the events that happened to her through retelling them, or what she calls 
"reconstruction." Even the epilogue, with its "Historical Notes," reinforces the idea that this is a tale, a story, and that 
the manner of the telling is as important as what the narrator reveals through it.

Questions About Reading, Writing, and Storytelling
1. In what ways does the book connect reading with masculinity? 
2. At the Center the narrator frequently heard the phrase, "Pen is Envy" (29.33). This can be seen as a pun on the 

phrase "penis envy." How do people at the Center manipulate this idea? Are the two phrases really 
interchangeable?

3. Why aren't women supposed to read? Why do you think books are outlawed and the Bible is kept locked up?
4. What is the effect of the book's epilogue? What purpose does it serve?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
By focusing on reading as a forbidden activity, Atwood underscores the vital importance of the narrator's efforts to tell 
her story, no matter what the cost. 
Because the narrator so frequently admits that she's rearranged facts, wishes she could tell different stories, and lies to 
other characters, nothing she says can be trusted.
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The Handmaid's Tale Historical Notes on The Handmaid's Tale Summary 

 This section is described in a headnote as a "partial transcript of the proceedings of the Twelfth Symposium on 
Gileadean Studies" (Historical Notes.1). The year is 2195. Two people speak.

 The first is Professor Moon, who welcomes everyone to the symposium and says this historical period is 
important because of the ways in which it shaped their world.

 She makes some administrative announcements about symposium events, alluding to other historic moments 
that would have taken place after the events in the Handmaid's story.

 She introduces Professor Pieixoto and gives his credentials, then he speaks.
 Professor Pieixoto thanks everyone and says he's going to talk about The Handmaid's Tale, which they have 

been treating like a manuscript but is actually a series of tape recordings that had been hidden in a footlocker. 
The tapes were retrieved from a station on the Underground Femaleroad, in what used to be Bangor, Maine. 

 The professor alludes to other, similar memoirs, but says this one is particularly valuable.
 He and another professor transcribed the voice on the tapes. The story was haphazard and out of order. They 

determined that it was not a forgery: the tapes were authentic and had been made at least 150 years ago.
 Professor Pieixoto argues that the narrator made these tapes not as the events were happening, but afterward. 

He says it would help if they knew her identity, but she could have been anyone. The house where the tapes 
were discovered was a dead end. 

 All they could find out about the narrator was that she was in the first group of women made to be Handmaids. 
He offers a scientific description of how fertile women were allocated to powerful men in the Gileadean society.

 A combination of illness and pollution had led to infertility problems.
 Professor Pieixoto says people in Gilead used Biblical ideas to reinforce and support their new society. He briefly 

explains why the society was successful.
 Then he discusses the problem of names in the society. None of the Handmaids' names reveal their identity, but 

potentially their Commanders'. The other names the narrator used were probably pseudonyms.
 The professor did research to try to track down the narrator's Commander. From his powerful status and the use

of "Fred," combined with diary readings from someone named Wilfred Limpkin, the professor thinks the man 
could have been one of two men: Frederick Waterford or B. Frederick Judd.

 Both of the men were extremely powerful and dangerous, devising many of the ceremonies for the society. One 
of them possibly had connections to the President's assassination.

 The professor then speaks briefly about some of those ceremonies. He adds details about how women were 
selected to act as Aunts and what that involved. It was all deliberately calculated to keep larger populations 
under control.

 He says neither of these men were married to a woman named Serena Joy, but one of them – Waterford – had a
wife who had been on television. Waterford was put on trial for having books and supporting a subversive, 
which fits the narrator's Commander's situation. 

 Professor Pieixoto says "Nick" could have been the subversive, and that he was probably a member of Mayday. 
He might have also been an Eye and was probably there to spy on the Commander.

 The professor says that's about as far as they can speculate. The narrator didn't get the kind of material that 
would have helped them more closely analyze the Republic of Gilead, and they don't know what happened to 
her. Even if she did get out, the trail is cold, and she didn't take her tapes with her. The professor says its unlikely
Luke would still have been alive.

 Professor Pieixoto states that they also can't tell why Nick helped the narrator or what his help meant, whether 
the narrator was pregnant, and if saving her doomed him. 

 The professor ends his talk by saying they should be glad for the little history they've gotten. Then he asks for 
questions. 
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The Bible and Religion
Symbolism, Imagery, Allegory

The novel is peppered with frequent allusions to different parts of the Bible. The most obvious is the reference to 
Genesis 30:1-3 (Epigraph), with its catchy phrase, "Give me children or else I die." That text, with its focus on bringing a 
"maid" or Handmaid into a childless marriage to create heirs, is the fundamental idea behind the Republic of Gilead. 
Specific parts of the Bible that glorify marriage, that absolve men of adultery for the purposes of childbirth, and that 
convict women of it, have been cherry picked from the text and made into law. Other parts, such as the ones that 
emphasize meekness and humility, have been used to dictate behavior to the Handmaids. (It goes without saying that 
there's only one authorized religion permitted in Gilead, the one promoted by the state.) 
Obviously a variety of Western monotheistic religions rely on versions of the Bible in different ways, and the Bible is 
often seen as a moral weight in society. But in the United States, Biblical law is separate from state and federal law. You 
don't have to abide by what your neighbor says is in the Bible if you have a different interpretation of it (and vice versa). 
In Gilead, what the government has decided should be taken from the Bible has become absolute law. The authority the 
Bible already has becomes even more powerful. 
Strange, small pieces of Biblical text show up frequently throughout the book. This is particularly evident in place names 
and propaganda. For example, there's Gilead itself. Within it, all the stores the Handmaids are allowed to shop at have 
Biblical names: Loaves and Fishes, Milk and Honey, All Flesh, Lilies. The hotel where the prostitutes are kept is called 
Jezebel's. Whenever the narrator remembers a piece of dialogue or something that happened at the Center, it usually 
includes a piece of Biblical content. These references, though, have been bastardized or altered in some cases to further 
the goals of the Republic, so even if knowledge of the Bible is excellent, you might not catch them all. 

Eyes and Seeing
Symbolism, Imagery, Allegory

"Eyes" are the spies who work for the government and are situated throughout Gilead. Anyone could be an Eye, and the 
assumption is that characters are always being watched. It's really interesting that the visual aspects of spying are 
emphasized when you consider that the Handmaids, in particular, are supposed to be kept from both seeing and being 
seen. As reproductive objects, they must not be sexualized, and one of the freedoms Gilead is supposed to provide them
is freedom from the lascivious male gaze. But the watching the government does, through the Eyes, is even more 
invasive.

Fertility and Sex
Symbolism, Imagery, Allegory

Gilead rose to power in large part because no one was making babies any more. Even though baby-making is a two-
person process, society has shifted all the blame for infertility onto women: 
There is no such thing as a sterile man anymore, not officially. There are only women who are fruitful and women who 
are barren, that's the law. (11.18)
Gilead's solution to this problem is to parcel out the few fertile women left to powerful men and their wives. In order to 
make this seem legitimate and proper, the government has made people follow Ceremonies and read the Bible before 
engaging in a very particular kind of sex. Presumably, in order to make it seem like a baby born to a Handmaid will really 
belong to the wife, the man and the Handmaid are required to have businesslike, non-erotic sex with the wife present. 
The Handmaid lies between the wife's legs while the man has sex with the Handmaid. This arrangement is echoed in 
childbirth, should any household be so lucky as to get to that point: the wife sits with her legs around the Handmaid as 
she endeavors to give birth. 
Despite all these arrangements, nothing is working and not enough babies are being born. Everybody is secretly breaking
the rules. We're constantly reminded of the lovelessness and absence of eroticism in this society, as well as the absence 
of choice and free will. (For more on fertility, see "Flowers" and "Eggs" in this section.)
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Flowers
Symbolism, Imagery, Allegory

Throughout the book, the narrator makes references to or compares women to flowers. For example, the Commander 
and Serena Joy's house is completely doused in floral imagery: there's a "watercolor picture of blue irises" (2.4) in the 
narrator's room; the bathroom is "papered in small blue flowers, forget-me-nots" (12.1); the master bedroom is 
decorated with "a starry canopy of silver flowers" (31.46). The first thing the narrator finally works the nerve up to steal 
is a daffodil from one of Serena Joy's arrangements. Even Jezebel's, where the Commander takes the narrator, is 
decorated with flowers. Flowers are also used to disguise things that are ugly or terrifying; the narrator compares the 
bloody mouth of a hanged man, for example, to the "red of the tulips" in Serena Joy's garden (6.26).
Flowers are often considered symbols of beauty or fertility. In The Handmaid's Tale they're given special attention as 
objects that can bloom and grow at a time when few women can. From a technical standpoint, flowers are also the part 
of a plant that hold the reproductive organs. They're constant reminders of the fertility that most women lack. 
It seems the older Wives are seeking to hang onto their attractiveness and fertility by decorating themselves with 
flowers and tending gardens: "Many of the Wives have such gardens, it's something for them to order and maintain and 
care for" (3.2). Serena Joy takes a bizarre pleasure in mutilating flowers: when the narrator sees her chopping them 
awkwardly, she wonders, "Was it [...] some kamikaze, committed on the swelling genitalia of the flowers? The fruiting 
body" (25.25). Perhaps these are attacks Serena Joy would like to make on the Handmaid, who can be seen as a flower 
living in her house.

 Eggs
Symbolism, Imagery, Allegory

The idea of eggs comes up frequently in the book. With each mention we're reminded that they're part of a human 
woman's reproductive cycle, even though usually what the narrator is doing is eating them. She usually has them for 
breakfast, eating eggs so she can make her own healthy eggs. When, one night, she falls asleep in her closet and terrifies
Cora into dropping her breakfast the next morning, it's an egg that falls to the ground and has to be thrown away.
One day at breakfast the narrator thinks, "I think that this is what God must look like: an egg [...] to look at the egg gives 
me intense pleasure" (19.11, 12). She adds that she is living "The minimalist life. Pleasure is an egg. Blessings that can be
counted, on the fingers of one hand. But possibly this is how I am expected to react. If I have an egg, what more can I 
want?" (19.15). The narrator's attitude toward eggs alludes to what eggs symbolize in Christianity: 
The egg is a wonderful symbol of birth and rebirth, an apparently lifeless object out of which comes life. [...] It is a symbol
of Christ's Resurrection. [...] The egg represents the Creation, the elements, and the world itself, with the shell 
representing the firmament, the vault of the sky where the fiery stars lie; the thin membrane symbolizing air; the white 
symbolizing the waters; and the yolk representing earth.
If the egg can be seen to contain God and pleasure, a whole world, the narrator wonders, perhaps she should not desire 
anything else. In her next thought, however, she worries that she's been given the egg and these feelings so she won't 
want anything else. Even philosophical abstraction and meditation has been undermined by Gilead.

 Clothing
In Western society we're used to thinking of clothing as a means of expressing our individuality and personal style. What
you wear helps reveal who you are. The narrator grew up with this notion, but it was taken away from her when she 
became a Handmaid. By the time she sees Japanese tourists on the street wearing Western-style clothing, she is 
"fascinated, but also repelled" (5.33). She remembers that "[she] used to dress like that. That was freedom" (5.34). 
These people are showing who they are by what they wear, and they get to decide who that person is. 
In Gilead, the opposite is true. Everyone dresses alike within their social group; clothing reveals status while masking 
individuality, which is discouraged. The clothing restrictions in Gilead take uniforms to a whole new level of wrongness, 
pointing to the complete absence of choice. Early in the book the narrator describes the Handmaid outfit she's 
condemned to:
The skirt is ankle-length, full, gathered to a flat yoke that extends over the breasts, the sleeves are full. The white wings 
too are prescribed issue; they are to keep us from seeing, but also from being seen. I never looked good in red, it's not my
color. (2.8)



125

The clothing the Handmaids wear is supposed to make them all the same, to other people and to each other. Their 
clothes both blind them to the outside world and keep them hidden from it. The narrator rejects her clothes, even 
though she has to wear them, by saying red is "not [her] color." Red, of course, is the color of blood, of Communism, of 
the adulteress' "A" in The Scarlet Letter. It's a reminder of passion, even though the Handmaids aren't supposed to be 
passionate.
Rita's Martha clothes are also interesting:
[…] her usual Martha's dress, which is dull green, like a surgeon's gown of the time before. The dress is much like mine in 
shape, long and concealing, but with a bib apron over it and without the white wings and the veil. She puts on the veil to 
go outside, but nobody much cares who sees the face of a Martha. (2.13)
Rita is made less by her clothes. If she's wearing a green "Martha's dress," no one will be interested in looking at her as 
an individual person. She's just a servant. The Marthas' dress makes the women who wear it, like Rita and Cora, 
serviceable but not desirable – useful and invisible.
Women are divided into a small range of social categories, each one signified by a specific-color dress in a similar style. 
Handmaids wear red, Marthas green, and Wives blue. Econowives, the lower-class women who still have minimal 
agency, are sort of a mixture of all these categories, so they wear stripes (5.5). The dress code means that women are no
longer individuals; they have become interchangeable, like identical outfits on a rack. The narrator realizes the 
consequence of this in one of her conversations with the Commander, when she says, "we don't have different clothes 
[...] you merely have different women" (37.26). 

The Republic of Gilead (Cambridge, MA)
 The Handmaid's Tale takes place in a city in what used to be in the United States, now called the Republic of Gilead. In 
this alternative future state, the democratic government has been overthrown and replaced by a totalitarian one. What 

makes Gilead so scary is that it still looks pretty much the same, but its government and society are totally alien from 
our own. Gilead seems to be without freedom or choice. 

One of the most terrifying things about Gilead is how it seems to permeate everyone's psyches. The narrator first hears 
this when she's being reprogrammed at the Women's Center: "The Republic of Gilead, said Aunt Lydia, knows no 
bounds. Gilead is within you" (5.2). Yikes. We mean, even if you lived somewhere really nice, would you want the city to 
be inside you? There's no getting away from this society's beliefs, ever. They're always with you, because they're "within 
you."
The narrator describes the city she lives in as follows: 
The lawns are tidy, the façades are gracious, in good repair; they're like the beautiful pictures they used to print in the 
magazines about homes and gardens and interior decoration. There is the same absence of people, the same air of being 
asleep. The street is almost like a museum, or a street in a model town constructed to show the way people used to live. 
As in those pictures, those museums, those model towns, there are no children.
This is the heart of Gilead, where the war cannot intrude except on television. (5.1-2)
Sounds kind of like Stepford, right? It also sounds like the terrifying city on the planet Camazotz in A Wrinkle in Time . It's
fair to say that Gilead resembles both of those places in that the people have become eerily homogeneous in behavior 
and appearance. The difference is that there aren't any children. Children bring life and energy to a place, and without 
them Gilead seems dark and empty. Notice that throughout the book we meet very few children, even though creating 
them is the object to which all adults aspire. Terrible wars are supposedly raging outside the city (the narrator only hears
about this in snippets on television, which may be complete propaganda), inside the city, people are safe from the 
outside forces of death and destruction. It's the ones inside they have to worry about.
Gilead is based on Cambridge, MA, specifically the Harvard area, outside Boston. According to an interview she gave to 
the New York Times, Atwood made this choice because of the region's Puritan background and history of intolerance: 
You often hear in North America, "It can't happen here," but it happened quite early on. The Puritans banished people 
who didn't agree with them, so we would be rather smug to assume that the seeds are not there. That's why I set the 
book in Cambridge. 
Atwood has a personal connection to this too, since one of her relatives, to whom The Handmaid's Tale was partially 
dedicated, nearly died by hanging at the hands of the Puritans (source). Even with that personal connection aside, it's 
easy to see how the idea of something so frightening "not happening here" can so easily be proven wrong. 

http://www.shmoop.com/scarlet-letter/
http://www.shmoop.com/handmaids-tale/republic-gilead-cambridge-ma-symbol.html
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0327162/
http://www.shmoop.com/a-wrinkle-in-time/
http://www.nytimes.com/1986/02/09/books/no-headline-423986.html?&pagewanted=3
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Brave New World, In a Nutshell

Published in 1932 by Aldous Huxley, Brave New World portrays a futuristic society in which the individual is sacrificed 
for the state, science is used to control and subjugate, and all forms of art and history are outlawed. In short, the book 
fits into the classic mold of “dystopian” literature. (“Dystopia” is the opposite of utopia. In a dystopian society, 
everything is bad, and it’s generally the fault of government.)

While the novel has certainly been a success, it has also been criticized from many quarters. As a work of ideas and 
philosophy, it’s fascinating. As a work of imaginative fiction trying to be a novel…it actually fails, at least according to the
tough critics. You’ll find that parts of the novel veer off into philosophical treatise land (Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen,
in particular), the plot has some holes, and the characters have some major inconsistencies.

But if you step outside of the realm of the stuffiest of literary critics, you can appreciate the impact that Brave New 
World has made on 20th century literature with its dire warnings about the future. The novel is frequently compared to 
a much later novel, Orwell’s 1984, because the novels treat the same subject matter but in different light. In 1958, 
Huxley published an essay called Brave New World Revisited, in which he basically says, “I was right” and predicts that 
his horrifying vision of the future will come to fruition sooner rather than later.
  

Why Should You Care?
In Brave New World’s new world, there is no God. There’s no religion, no Ten Commandments, no spiritual pilgrimages. 
Why? Because “God is incompatible with machines,” we’re told. Eliminate suffering, and you don’t need God to give you
comfort.

OK, now let’s back up 532 years to roughly…today. Or maybe, by the time you’re reading this, yesterday. If you’ve 
turned on your TV in the last few years, you’ve probably heard something on the news about evolution, creationism, 
and intelligent design. As we learn more and more through science and can do more through technology, the question is
this: Will the need for God disappear once we don’t need a higher being to give us answers or comfort?

Comfort, answers… either way, the topic here is one of unease. In Brave New World, physical ease means God isn’t 
needed. In today’s world, the question can be expanded to ask whether mental ease means God isn’t needed.

We spent some time looking into what the world has to say about this intelligent design/creationism/evolution debate. 
As it turns out, the big debate isn’t so much about which is true – it’s about which theory we should teach in schools.

Wait a minute…we’re having this HUGE, raging argument about God, and it’s not even really about God? It’s about 
education?

And now we’d like to turn your attention, once again, to Brave New World. Huxley’s novel isn’t just a warning about 
science – it’s a warning about education. The citizens of his future-world-gone-wrong are indoctrinated with irrational 
lessons in morality and behavior from day one. Teach them the same mindless platitudes over and over, and before you 
know it, this indoctrination is a part of who they are. (Actually, according to Huxley, it drips onto them like wax and 
forms a big, blobby mess where a person used to be.)

Brave New World Themes

On Science

Huxley wrote that the focus of Brave New World isn't science itself, but science as it affects people. The vision he paints 
of a technological, futuristic society is both horrifying and fascinating. In a world where people are controlled down to 
their very impulses, emotions, and thoughts, science has the ability both to imprison (by conditioning, for example) and 

http://www.huxley.net/ah/
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to set free (the frontiers of scientific discovery often lead to change). Because of this, "science" is somewhat bastardized 
by those who seek to control; use what's useful, but limit what's "dangerous."

Questions About Science
1. What's the difference between writing about science per se and writing about science as it affects humans? 

Huxley claims he did the latter and not the former: does that seem true?
2. Mustapha reminds John, Bernard, and Helmholtz that science is dangerous and needs to be muzzled, but also 

that it's useful if harnessed properly. Do the benefits of science outweigh the drawbacks in Brave New World?
3. Does Brave New World condemn science in our own world?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Science is subservient to human nature in Brave New World; tools like the Violent Passion Surrogate and the Pregnancy 
Substitute prove that science must cater to the needs of the human body because it cannot overcome them.

Science trumps human nature in Brave New World; tools like the Violent Passion Surrogate and the Pregnancy 
Substitute prove that science is effectively able to replace all natural functions.

On Sex

Sex is closely tied to violence in Brave New World as the two extremes of passion. In this futuristic, controlled 
environment, promiscuity is the law and emotional attachment is illegal. Sex is no longer used for procreation but rather
for distraction and pacification. The act has been dehumanized and made devoid of passion, treated casually and 
publicly rather than as a personal matter. Because of this norm, no space of time ever passes between a desire and the 
consummation of that desire.

Questions About Sex

1. Promiscuity is encouraged – no, demanded – in the World State. Is this a subjugation of the natural inclination 
towards monogamy, or is it catering to the natural inclination of sleeping with as many people as possible?

2. Is the above question different in talking about men than it is for women? In Brave New World, which gender 
seems more disposed toward monogamy, and which toward promiscuity?

3. Why do the World Controllers include sex at all as a part of daily life? Why not just eliminate everyone's sex 
drives altogether?

4. Does John have sex with Lenina at the end of the novel? (There is no right answer to this question.)

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Sex and violence are intricately linked in Brave New World, proving that in order to have passion one must feel the 
extremes of both pleasure and pain.

All the sex in Brave New World is destructive.

On Power

As one character puts it, power in Brave New World "is a matter of sitting, not hitting." Rather than use violence to 
enforce the law, those in power in this futuristic society have simply programmed the citizens to be happy with the laws.
This power is bolstered by a free-flowing supply of drugs, the insistence on promiscuity, the denial of history or future as
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any alternative to the present, and the use of sleep-teaching at a young age to instill the irrationality of its choosing. This
same power is limited only by those individuals who desire, for one reason or another, to be unhappy.

Questions About Power

1. Is Mustapha Mond truly a powerful guy? Or is it possible that he's a slave to his position in life, just like everyone
else?

2. Of all the devices the World State uses to control its citizens, which is the most powerful? Which is the most 
morally abhorrent?

3. Different characters in the novel fight power in different ways. Bernard at first tries defiance; Helmholtz turns to 
subversive writing; and John leaves to live in solitude at the lighthouse. Are any of these effective? What is the 
best way to fight the system in this novel?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Helmholtz Watson is the most powerful character in Brave New World because he is the only one with control over his 
own mind.

The World State's power over its citizens is threatened most by man's instinctive desire for free will.

On Suffering

Brave New World takes place in a controlled environment where technology has essentially eliminated suffering, and 
where a widely-used narcotic dulls whatever momentary pains may arise. It soon becomes clear, however, that suffering
is a part of the human experience. Without it, the citizens are somehow less-than-human. Self-inflicted pain becomes, 
for one character, a way to regain his humanity as well as a spiritual cleansing. God, he explains, is a reason for self-
denial. This is of course tied to the notion of an afterlife: denying the body in this life will be good for the soul in the 
afterlife. Christianity especially espouses this theory, as suffering for one's sins is one way to emulate Jesus Christ.

Questions About Suffering

1. Why does John want to suffer? Is it for the sake of suffering, or for the satisfaction of relief once the suffering is 
over?

2. Religion is tied to suffering in Brave New World. John explicitly tells Mustapha that God is a reason for self-
denial. If you take away religion, is there any other reason for experiencing pain in Brave New World?

3. What is the general take on suffering in the Savage Reservation? Is this more or less reasonable than the World 
State's view on suffering?

4. Does John commit suicide to end his suffering, or to accentuate it?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Despite John's adamant convictions, suffering serves no purpose in Brave New World.

Inflicting pain on oneself is the only path to liberty in Brave New World.
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On Literature and Writing

In the futuristic dystopia of Brave New World, "history is bunk," literature is outlawed, and the only kinds of serious 
writing are the sleep-teachings used to condition children to function as ideal members of society. Two characters in 
particular try to reject this: one who finds in Shakespeare the means to express his own passions, and the other with a 
desire to write poetry of beauty and passion. Literature becomes a means of finding the self, of rebelling against 
conformity, and of seeking both truth and beauty, even at the cost of ignorant bliss.

Questions About Literature and Writing

1. What is the difference between the way John looks at Shakespeare and the way Helmholtz does? Can Helmholtz
ever overcome the limitations of his conditioning to appreciate the works as John does?

2. Helmholtz claims that beautiful, passionate prose can only be written if it focuses on beautiful and passionate 
subject matter. Is this true?

3. Helmholtz wants to write about something passionate, but he laughs at the intense emotions in Romeo and 
Juliet. He seeks some big, important subject matter that he hasn't been conditioned to undervalue. Does 
anything like this exist, or is he doomed?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Both John and Helmholtz are so marred by their upbringing that neither can understand the full scope of Shakespeare.

On Freedom and Confinement

The citizens of Brave New World's futuristic society are in a constant state of imprisonment. But because they've been 
conditioned to love their servitude, no one seems to have any problem with this. Well, almost no one. As one character 
so deftly points out, being happy all the time is its own sort of prison; being a human is about having the right to be 
unhappy. The prison bars are made of brainwashing sayings, of drugs and promiscuity, and not of iron or steel. Because 
confinement happens in the mind, so too is freedom a mental state.

Questions About Freedom and Confinement

1. What is the difference between natural instinct and the "instinctual" feelings that the citizens of the World State
have been conditioned to feel? Is there a difference at all?

2. If everyone is always going to be driven by instincts – whether instilled by a recorded voice or by the force of 
evolution – can anyone ever really be free to make his own choices?

3. Which character is the most liberated in Brave New World?
4. Come to think of it, what would it even mean to be free in this novel?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
The hypnopaedic phrase "everyone belongs to everyone else" is the perfect epigraph to Brave New World: no one is 
free, and every one partakes in subjugating everyone else. This phrase goes much further than the merely sexual arena.

John is as much a prisoner of conditioning as are the adults of the civilized world.
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On Isolation

Isolation is a tricky bird in Brave New World. On the one hand, it's a painful experience for more than one "unique" 
character who finds himself at odds with the rest of society. On the other hand, it's a means to self-discovery and 
spirituality. Because of the latter, solitude is essentially outlawed in the novel's futuristic, highly controlled totalitarian 
setting.

Questions about Isolation

1. John grew up hating that he was always kept separate from the Indians. But at the end of the novel he desires 
nothing more than to be alone. What happened to make him do a 180 like this?

2. What is the value of solitude in Brave New World? Is it beneficial or harmful? Is there a general answer to this 
question, or is it different for one character (let's say, Bernard) than it is for another (for example Helmholtz)?

3. What's the difference between the isolation John faced in the Savage Reservation and the isolation that Bernard
is dealing with at the novel's start?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
John only "falls in love" with Lenina because she is the first white woman he's seen aside from his mother. He thinks she 
is the way out of a life of solitude and loneliness.

On Drugs and Alcohol

The drug in question here is soma, a hallucinogen used by those in power to subdue the citizens in Brave New World's 
futuristic, totalitarian setting. It is described as "the perfect drug," with all the benefits (calming, surrealistic, ten-hour 
long highs) with none of the drawbacks (no guilt, no hangovers). The citizens of the "World State" have been 
conditioned to love the drug, and they use it to escape any momentary bouts of dissatisfaction. The problem, as one 
character identifies, is that the citizens are essentially enslaved by the drug and turned into mindless drones. No 
drawbacks indeed.

Questions about Drugs and Alcohol

1. Everyone makes a big deal out of the fact that soma doesn't have any nasty after-effects of say, alcohol 
(hangovers, guilt, shame, pregnancy). If this is true, why do we find its use morally reprehensible? Actually, does 
the reader find it morally reprehensible?

2. Why does Bernard seem to be magically immune to soma at the Solidarity Service?
3. Does soma make its users happy, or does it simply remove all emotion?

Chew on This
Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
The need for soma represents the failure of the World State to adequately satisfy its citizens.

Soma is the World State's most powerful tool to subdue and control its citizens. Without soma, even hypnopaedia would
be ineffective.



131

On Identity

Brave New World explores the classic conflict between the individual and society. In this particular case, personal 
identity has been sacrificed for the sake of a common good. A form of biological reproduction produces certain types of 
humans in batches – 96 identical copies of the same being. A social "caste" structure separates the citizens into five 
groups, the result being that a given individual is little more than a faceless, color-coded member of a larger group. 
Certain characters in the novel grow uncomfortable with this idea, are downright disgusted by it, or for one reason or 
another find that they just don't fit the mold. They seek to understand their individuality through isolation and self-
exploration.

Questions About Identity

1. Think about the 96 identical Bokanovsky twins (and yes, we know, "twin" isn't the right word, but don't look at 
us, talk to Huxley). Is there any difference at all between, say, number 47 and number 62?

2. How do Bernard, Helmholtz, and John each seek to define themselves? Do any of them succeed?
3. All three of these men became aware of their individuality because they were somehow in isolation from the 

rest of their peers. What does solitude have to do with individuality?
4. In "Symbols, Imagery, and Allegory" we discussed animal imagery in Brave New World, and about the way that 

citizens have been dehumanized. But at the end of the day, are they more like people or animals?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Women in Brave New World are defined only by their function as sexual objects. This is the extent of every female's 
identity.

It is only by killing himself that John is able to maintain his identity as a human being instead of an animal.

On Spirituality

Spirituality in Brave New World is a mix of Christianity, the tribal beliefs of Native Americans, a non-denominational 
interest in the soul, a spiritual unity with the natural world, and a frenzied, orgiastic parody of religious rites. One 
character believes his spiritual life is deepened through self-mutilation. But in the mind of the powerful world leaders, 
religion simply isn't needed in a world of science and machines. Comfort comes in a bottle, morality is taught in sleep-
session brainwashing. In the world leaders' minds, God is obsolete.

Questions About Spirituality

1. If religion is obsolete, what's with the strangely cultish Solidarity Service? What does this provide to citizens that 
they aren't getting elsewhere?

2. How does Brave New World present the rituals seen on the Savage Reservation? With respect? Disgust? How 
does this compare to the way the Solidarity Service is shown?

3. Did John learn morality from the Indians on the Reservations, from Linda, from Shakespeare, or from another 
source? Is John's system of morality religious in nature?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
Brave New World argues that distinctions between one type of religion or another are frivolous, because, at the end of 
the day, all religions serve the same purpose: pacification.
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Religion is mocked in Brave New World as a less scientific form of hypnopaedia.

On Society and Class

Society in the futuristic setting of Brave New World is split into five castes: Alphas, Betas, Gammas, Deltas, and Epsilons, 
with a few minor distinctions in between. Because of the technology wielded by the World State's leaders, caste is pre-
determined and humans are grown in a manner appropriate to their status; the lower the caste, the dumber the 
individual is created to be. As adults, the upper two castes interact socially with each other but never with the lesser 
groups. In short, class is yet another mechanism for stability and control on the part of the government. It's also a big 
part of the reason that personal identity goes by the wayside in this novel – Gammas, Deltas, and Epsilons are simply 
faceless drones in color-coded outfits who exist to serve the more intelligent Alphas and Betas.

Questions About Society and Class

1. Huxley pretty much exclusively focuses on characters of Alpha or Beta status. Why do we get so little insight into
the life of the lower castes?

2. Is Mustapha right in his insistence that a society of all Alphas would fail? What did you think of that "Cyprus 
experiment" discussed in Chapter Sixteen?

3. Do Alphas seem to be the least satisfied of all the citizens in the World State? If Epsilons really are happy with 
their lives, then what's wrong (morally) with making them that way?

Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
The caste system is the greatest tool the World State has to subdue its citizens.

Soma is more vital to the upper castes than it is to the lower ones.

Soma is more vital to the lower castes than it is to the upper ones.

On Dissatisfaction

The dystopia portrayed in Brave New World clearly leaves something to be desired – namely individuality, passion, and 
love. Because individuals have been programmed to be happy, those who do feel this dissatisfaction are confused by it 
and completely unsure of how to act. Much of the novel deals with putting words to these emotions, finding other 
people who feel the same way, and finally acting with resolve to change the status quo. In some ways, the sheer number
of dissatisfied individuals in Brave New World (apparently all the islands of the world are populated with these unique, 
headstrong rebels) represents the only optimistic part of the novel; despite conditioning, drugs, and biological 
engineering, the human spirit will always yearn for more.

Questions About Dissatisfaction

1. Are Helmholtz and Bernard dissatisfied because they are different from others, or are they different because of 
their dissatisfaction?

2. John can't seem to put words to his dissatisfaction until he finds Shakespeare. Helmholtz is exactly the same 
way. What's up with that? Why can't they express themselves and their discontent? And why do they need to 
put the proper words to it before they act in any way?

3. Does Mustapha Mond seem like he's satisfied in his position? If not, why does he continue to do what he does?
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Chew on This

Try on an opinion or two, start a debate, or play the devil’s advocate.
John is so dissatisfied with the emotional void of the civilized world that he inflicts pain on himself just to feel something.
His actions, then, stem not from a desire for spiritual betterment but from a simple state of discontentedness.

Bernard's feeling of dissatisfaction is a vague malaise, whereas Helmholtz's is a growing passion. They differ not in the 
nature of their discontent, but rather its intensity. This is why Bernard sinks back into stupor while Helmholtz escapes 
with his individuality.

What’s Up With the Title?

Brave New World is chock-full of references to one Shakespeare play after another. But the most important reference, 
at least thematically, is to The Tempest. The line in question is this: "Oh, wonder! / How many goodly creatures are there
here! / How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world, / That has such people in 't!" In Huxley's novel, the line is spoken
by John, the "Savage" raised on an Indian Reservation who, as an adult, is brought to the "civilized" World State, a.k.a. 
Huxley's futuristic bad place. An avid Shakespeare reader, John is excited about the prospect of visiting a "new world."

So now we go to The Tempest to see what's up. In the play you've got a young woman named Miranda, who has been on
an island her entire life with only her father and two little spirits. So she's basically never seen a man that's a good 
contender for a romance. Then, a ship comes up on shore with lots of men. She spots one of the men, Ferdinand, and 
gets all excited. But this line, the "brave new world" line, comes at the end of the novel, when she finally sees all the 
other men. As you can see, there's a lot of sexuality beneath the surface here.

Which brings us back to the irony of having John the Savage repeat this line. Since John is adamantly anti-sex, it's likely 
that he's ogling the new world and the "goodly creatures" in it without addressing those goodly creatures' sexuality. On 
the other hand, we know he's already smitten with Lenina when he quotes Miranda, so he might be alluding to the 
sexual undertones, although probably not consciously (as we know, John beats himself up when he starts thinking sexual
thoughts, but there's no guilt to be seen at the point when he repeats the line).

John ends up reciting this quote several times throughout the book, and this is a great way to examine how his view of 
the civilized World State – the "brave new world" – changes. And not in a good way, either.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/shakespeare_william.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/shakespeare_william.shtml
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Brave New World Allusions & Cultural References

When authors refer to other great works, people, and events, it’s usually not accidental. Why do they do it?

Shakespeare References
 William Shakespeare is referenced by name (3.192, 8.36, 11.65, 13.63, 16.14, 16.52, 17.3, 17.17)
 William Shakespeare, The Tempest

"Brave New World" (the title)

"O wonder! […] How many goodly creatures there are here! How beauteous mankind is! […] O brave new world 
[…]. O brave new world. […] O brave new world that has such people in it!" (8.84-.90, 11.40, 15.4, 15.10)
Aside from the meaning of the quote, which we talk about in our discussion of the title, the repeated 
occurrences of this line are a great way to trace John's evolving opinion of the World State. When he first speaks
the line it is with all the awe and amazement of Miranda's original utterance. John is psyched to check this place 
out. Of course, the second time, he's violently retching behind the bushes with disgust. The third time he is fully 
aware of the irony, and "the words [mock] him derisively" as he leaves the hospital after Linda's death. Finally, 
though, John interprets the quote as "a challenge, a command." It is this line that spurs him to the act of 
throwing soma boxes out of the window.

"John thought it very nice. 'Still,' he said, 'Ariel could put a girdle round the earth in forty minutes.'" (11.31)
Ariel is one of two "spirits" in The Tempest who act as servants to this powerful guy Prospero (Miranda's father, 
if you're following along). He basically just goes around performing tasks for his master. Unfortunately, either 
John or Huxley got his Shakespeare mixed-up, because Ariel is NOT the tricky little spirit who can put a girdle 
around the earth in forty minutes. In fact, this isn't even the right play. Check out "Shout-Outs" for a discussion 
of A Midsummer Night's Dream.

"But some kinds of baseness are nobly undergone." (12.47)
John tries to explain to Lenina that he wants to undergo something horrible to prove himself worthy to her. He 
gets this idea in part from the traditions of the Reservation, but he also gets it from Shakespeare. This particular 
line comes from Ferdinand, who himself is undergoing "baseness," namely carrying lots of wood, to prove 
himself worthy of Miranda. Here are the actual words from the play: "There be some sports are painful, and 
their labor / Delight in them sets off: some kinds of baseness / Are nobly undergone and most poor matters / 
Point to rich ends."

"'Oh, you so perfect' (she was leaning towards him with parted lips), 'so perfect and so peerless are created' 
(nearer and nearer) 'of every creature's best.'" (13.41)
John recites to Lenina the same words that Ferdinand (the young hunky man of The Tempest) recites to 
Miranda. This is some great role-reversal, since until now John has been equated with Miranda (he keeps 
repeating her line about the "brave new world," and he's the virginal one). In this dialogue, Ferdinand tells 
Miranda that all the women he's known until now have been seriously flawed. But she – she is just right.

"If thou dost break her virgin knot before all sanctimonious ceremonies may with full and holy rite"(13.63)
These are the lines of Prospero, who tells Ferdinand that he can marry Miranda but that he'd better not go 
untying her clothes or her virgin knot before they get married. John of course agrees, which is why he cites these
lines as the reason for not untying (unzipping?) anything of Lenina's before marriage.

"The murkiest den, the most opportune place, the strongest suggestion \ our worser genius can, shall never melt 
mine honor into lust. Never, never!" (13.71)
These lines (except for the "Never, never!" which is John's own embellishment) are Ferdinand's response to 
Prospero's request that his daughter Miranda remain a virgin until her wedding night. He basically says, "OK, 



135

sure, even if we end up trapped on an island together, and we're the last people in the universe alive, and it's 
our duty to populate the earth again, I won't have sex with her until we're hitched." So John is saying roughly 
the same thing: even if Lenina comes over to his house, declares her love for him, takes off her clothes and 
plasters her body against his, he won't have sex with her.

"The strongest oaths are straw to the fire i' the blood. Be more abstemious, or else…" (13.77)
This is just more of Prospero insisting that Ferdinand should not get it on with Miranda. This time, he makes the 
point that when you get all hot-blooded, it's quite difficult to keep your pants on. The solution, with which John 
wholeheartedly agrees, is to be "more abstemious," which essentially means more restrained and less self-
indulgent. John trails off, apparently too horrified to repeat the rest of the line, which goes something like this: 
"…or else goodnight your vow" ( = or else you will break your vow).

"Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments will hum about my ears and sometimes voices." (16.10)
In the play, two characters who are plotting murder halt in their tracks when they hear strange noises in the air. 
The foxy little spirit encouraging murder (Caliban) tells them not to worry, since the island they're on is always 
full of weird sounds.

 William Shakespeare, King Lear
King Lear is referenced by name (3.1.41, 17.34)

"The wren goes to't and the small gilded fly does lecher in my sight." […] "The fitchew nor the soiled horse goes 
to't with a more ritous appetite. Down from the waist they are Centaurs, though women all above. But to the 
girdle do the gods inherit. Beneath is all the fiend's. There's hell, there's darkness, there is the sulphurous pit, 
burning scalding, stench, consumption; fie, fie, fie, pain, pain! Give me an ounce of civet, good apothecary, to 
sweeten my imagination." (13.97)
John delivers these scathing lines while Lenina is in the bathroom naked, having just been turned down for sex. 
Basically, Lear condemns the vagina as being the hot and sulphurous pit of hell.

"'Do you remember that bit in King Lear?' said the Savage at last. 'The gods are just and of our pleasant vices 
make instruments to plague us; the dark and vicious place where thee he got cost him his eyes,' and Edmund 
answers – you remember, he's wounded, he's dying – 'Thou hast spoken right; 'tis true. The wheel has come full 
circle; I am here.'" (17.34-5)
In King Lear, a character named Gloucester has his eyes plucked out because he chose to help the aging King 
instead of Lear's power-hungry daughter and her husband. Gloucester had a bastard (as in, illegitimate) son who
turned out to be an evil person: Edmund. Because Edmund was in cahoots with the eye-plucking folks, these 
lines condemn Gloucester for committing adultery in the first place (i.e., fathering Edmund), and claim that 
Gloucester is now being punished for his earlier indiscretion. Edmund, the bastard, who is now being punished 
himself for his poor decisions, agrees with this assessment. John uses this to make the point that, in the new 
world, man is being punished through participation in what seems to him to be "pleasant vices": easy sex, drugs,
and a complete lack of suffering.

"As flies to wanton boys are we to the gods; they kill us for their sport. Thunder again; words that proclaimed 
themselves true – truer somehow than truth itself. And yet that same Gloucester had called them ever-gentle 
gods." (18.69)
John takes note of two contradictory statements made by Gloucester about the gods, the first that the gods are 
careless and play with men like toys, and the second that they are gentle. John himself is dealing with these very
questions.

 William Shakespeare, Macbeth
"Do you see that damned spot?" (7.42)
John asks this in reference to the blood on the ground of the hut after the ritualistic whipping at the Savage 
Reservation. It's a variation of Lady Macbeth's line, "Out, damned spot! Out, I say!" in reference to the blood she
imagines still stains her hands, remembering the time when she helped her husband murder the King. This is the
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very first Shakespeare reference we hear from John, so it sets us up for what you see is a long list that follows. 
Lenina's response to John's quote, "A gramme is better than a damn," is a great juxtaposition of moronic 
hypnopaedic sayings with the beautiful poetry of Shakespeare.

"The multitudinous seas incarnadine." (7.44)
John is still talking about blood. Big surprise from Mr. Self-flagellation. This line is from the character of Macbeth
himself, when he is wracked with guilt/fear after having murdered the King. The full line is, "Will all great 
Neptune's ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather / The multitudinous seas 
incarnadine, making the green one red." "Incarnadine" is just a sexy word for "turn red," so Macbeth is basically 
saying that even the ocean couldn't wash the blood off his hands; rather, the blood on his hands would turn the 
ocean red, Moses-style. John twists the message around and instead says it proudly: he would have given so 
much blood in self-sacrifice that it would have made the ocean red.

"To-morrow and to-morrow and to-morrow." (8.61)
This line comes up when John is talking about the isolation of growing up on the Reservation. Because he was 
always alone, he had plenty of time to explore his spirituality. (Notice that this quote is followed by the line, "He 
had discovered Time and Death and God.") The Shakespeare quote itself comes from Macbeth's speech shortly 
after his wife's death and shortly before his own. In it, Macbeth concludes that life is pretty much meaningless. 
Time "creeps" "from day to day." Basically, John is using Macbeth's words to express the sort of reflections that 
occupied his time when he was alone.

"But they're… they're told by an idiot."(16.32)
This refers to another line from that same speech of Macbeth's. The full quote from the Shakespeare is: "It is a 
tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / Signifying nothing. The "it" in question is identified in the previous
line as "life." In other words…life is meaningless. This is an interesting phrase in the context that John uses it, 
which is to describe the feelies. In his mind, the reality created (maybe even simulated) by the World State is in 
fact meaningless. John imagines his world, on the other hand, or at least the world he seeks to inhabit, as being 
very different. Shakespeare isn't meaningless, he insists. Shakespeare isn't told by an idiot.

"And all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty death." (18.69)
This is the third time John refers to Macbeth's big Act V speech. This particular line states that every day which 
passes brings us that much closer to death. John ponders this uplifting moment when he's digging in his garden 
and forcing himself to think about Linda's death. In a big way, Linda's death has a lot to do with John's own 
impending death. Part of the reason it's so difficult to see her die, aside from the fact that she was his mom, is 
that it really drives home the sense of his own mortality.

 William Shakespeare, Hamlet
"Nay, but to live / In the rank sweat of an enseamed bed, / Stew's in corruption, honeying and making love / Over
the nasty sty." (8.39)
Hamlet speaks these lines to his mother, Queen Gertrude. He's basically chastising her for committing incest 
(sort of) with her dead husband's brother. Hamlet is a great first outlet for John because he reads it while in his 
Freudian, "I hate that my mother is having sex with all these (other) men" phase. Not that this "phase" ever goes
away, come to think of it. Hamlet faces a similar "My mother is a whore!" issue, and many scholars believe this 
has to do with the classic Oedipus Complex, which we discuss more in John's character analysis. So while these 
lines are Hamlet's take on his mother's sleeping around, John appropriates them to describe his own feelings 
about Linda.

"A man can smile and smile and be a villain. Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindless villain." (8.41)
John quotes this line while he's explaining his anger at Popé. These words refer to Hamlet's description of his 
stepfather and uncle, Claudius, or the guy sleeping with his mom. (They come from two different speeches in 
the play, but they're getting at pretty much the same idea.) See the connection?
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"When he is drunk asleep, or in his rage / Or in the incestuous pleasure of his bed." (8.44-5)
In this quote, Hamlet wonders what would be the best way to kill his uncle. Similarly, John ponders the same 
about Popé. What's interesting here is that John actually gets the idea of murdering Linda's lover from reading 
Shakespeare. Not only does he use these plays as an outlet for his emotions, but he actually allows them to 
dictate his actions.

"[A philosopher is] a man who dreams of fewer things than there are in heaven and earth." (17.19)
This is actually more about comic relief than anything weighty. John is referring to Hamlet's line, "There are 
more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, / Than are dreamt of in your philosophy." In this instance, the young 
men have left their University and come home, so philosophy = the subjects that you might study in school. 
When Mustapha asks John if he knows what a philosopher is, he replies with this somewhat out of context 
phrase, using Hamlet's comment as a general definition of all philosophers. It's sort of cute, but it also makes 
some scholars think that John doesn't really "get" Shakespeare – he just knows it as one might know a 
hypnopaedic saying.

"Whether 'tis better in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, or to take arms against a 
sea of troubles and by opposing end them…" (17.50)
John quotes (roughly) a line from Hamlet's famous "To be or not to be" speech in order to make the point that 
the World State has just taken an easy way out. They have abolished suffering altogether, so they never need to 
ponder the calamities of life the way Hamlet does here. But there's a darker undertone in this shout-out 
because the speech that's quoted essentially debates suicide. Foreshadowing much?

"A good kissing carrion." (18.69)
Carrion = decaying animal corpse.) John is remembering Linda's death and the image of her body in the hospital 
bed. That's when he refers to the following lines from Hamlet: "For if the sun breed maggots in a dead dog, 
being a good kissing carrion." (You will sometimes see this line as "god kissing Carrion" instead.) Now, if your 
first instinct is "What?!", then that's good. This is from the scene in Hamlet where Hamlet generally acts like a 
rude crazy person. We're pretty sure the point of John's reference is to conjure the image of a gross, visceral 
decaying body. Also, by using the word "carrion," Linda gets compared to a dead animal. This is fitting in a 
perverse way, because she wasn't really embracing her human self while taking off on flights of soma fancy. 
Also, as we discussed in "Symbols, Imagery, and Allegory," animal imagery is a huge deal in Brave New World.

"Sleep. Perchance to dream. […] For in that sleep of death, what dreams…?" (18.69)
In this passage, John combines a few different quotes from a few different Shakespeare plays (besides Hamlet, 
you've got a pinch of King Lear, a dash of Macbeth, and a sprinkling of Measure for Measure). All of the quotes 
have in common the themes of sleep, dreaming, and death. In this particular case, John quotes for the second 
time from Hamlet's "To be or not to be" speech. Check out the actual Hamlet lines, from which John excises bits 
and pieces: "To sleep: perchance to dream:—ay, there's the rub; / For in that sleep of death what dreams may 
come, / When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, / Must give us pause." Hamlet compares death to a long 
sleep and wonders what one dreams of after death. Similarly, John is also concerned with the afterlife. After all, 
it is his belief in the soul that causes him to inflict so much suffering on his body.

 William Shakespeare, Troilus and Cressida
"Her eyes, her hair, her cheek, her gait, her voice; / Handlest in thy discourse O! that her hand, / In whose 
comparison all whites are ink / Writing their own reproach; to whose soft seizure / The cygnet's down is harsh…" 
(9.1.29)
This comes from a speech of Troilus's in the play, when he talks about how generally fantastic Cressida is. John 
appropriates the words to describe Lenina.

"Outliving beauty's outward with a mind that doth renew swifter than blood decays." (13.61)
Again, John repeats Troilus's words, but this time to make a case for marriage. When two people really love each
other, they can be together for all of life, even old age, because the love in their minds outlives the decay of 
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physical beauty. Of course, this is meaningless in the new world, where there's no such thing as old age anyway.

"The devil Luxury with his fat rump and potato finger" (13.107-9)
"Fry, lechery, fry!" (18.95)
OK, we'll give this to you as quickly as possible: Troilus loves Cressida, Cressida loves Troilus, and everything is 
great until someone tips Troilus off that, perhaps, Cressida isn't as loyal as he thinks. He goes to spy on her and 
indeed sees her flirting with another man, promising to see him later that night. Troilus is devastated, and the 
guy who is spying with him, Thersites, declares that Cressida is a big slut, essentially. He wails on and on about 
lechery, which is where this line here comes in. John basically feels the same way about Lenina, which is why he 
throws at her these lines about base lust. While John speaks these lines at two separate occasions, they are 
delivered together in Troilus and Cressida.

"But value dwells not in particular will. It holds his estimate and dignity as well wherein 'tis precious of itself as in 
the prizer." (17.38)
Oh, this is tricky. Let's start with the Shakespeare. This line comes from a conversation between Hector and 
Troilus, as everyone debates what to about this whole Trojan War mess. Hector argues that Helen isn't valuable 
enough to be worth this trouble. Troilus counters that value is subjective, and that Helen is worth as much as we
think she's worth. Hector then counters with the line you see quoted here: value isn't subjective, he says, it's 
intrinsic. In Brave New World, John uses the same sort of argument after Mustapha says that you can pick any 
set of values you want by which to judge the World State. John insists this isn't true. 

 William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet
"On the white wonder of dear Juliet's hand, may seize / And steal immortal blessing from her lips, / Who, even in 
pure and vestal modesty, / Still blush, as thinking their own kisses sin." (9.1.31)
These are Romeo's lines, spoken when he had just heard the news of his banishment from Verona. He laments 
the fact that he has to leave his lovely Juliet to go into exile and waxes poetic about her lovely virginal qualities. 
She's so modest, he claims here, that her lips blush when they touch each other because they think they're 
kissing someone, which would be immodest. In Brave New World, John is reminded of these lines when he sees 
flies buzzing around; that's because this quote is preceded in Romeo and Juliet by Romeo saying something like, 
"woe is me, I won't get to see Juliet anymore, and even all the flies buzzing around Verona get to spend more 
time with her than I do." The connection to John's situation is rather ironic, since he's speaking about the 
sleeping Lenina, who is very non-virginal indeed. Exile is also an interesting connection, since Lenina has 
essentially (if accidentally) been banished from her home (the World State = Verona) to a more primitive place 
(the Reservation = Mantua). John will end up exiled in the World State, which reverses these roles. 

"Did he dare? Dare to profane with his unworthiest hand that… No, he didn't." (9.1.132)
These lines refer to Romeo's words to Juliet when he first meets her. Just like Romeo, John wonders whether he 
should kiss the hands of his love, which might disrespect their virginal holiness. Again, ironic, since Lenina is 
nothing close to virginal.

"Upstairs in his room the Savage was reading Romeo and Juliet." (12.37)
When John refuses to leave his room for Bernard's dinner party with the Arch-Community-Songster, he ends up 
reading this play. The image is contrasted with that of Lenina leaving for the night with the Songster.

"Oh! she doth teach the torches to burn bright. / It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night, / Like a rich jewel in
an Ethiop's ear; / Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear…" (12.41)
Romeo speaks these lines when he first sees Juliet, before he knows that she's a Capulet. In Brave New World, 
John is reading this part of the play while Lenina is getting ready to go to bed with the Songster. While Romeo 
doesn't know the true identity of Juliet, neither does John grasp that Lenina is inaccessible to him because she 
comes from a different world.

"The Savage was reading Romeo and Juliet aloud–reading (for all the time he was seeing himself as Romeo and 
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Lenina as Juliet) with an intense and quivering passion." (12.71)
Huxley gives this reference to us directly.

"Is there no pity sitting in the clouds, / That sees into the bottom of my grief? / O sweet my mother, cast me not 
away: / Delay this marriage for a month, a week; / Or, if you do not, make the bridal bed / In that dim monument
where Tybalt lies…" (12.72)
In this quote, Juliet is in a tizzy. Her new secret husband Romeo has just murdered her cousin, Tybalt, and now 
her parents, who don't know about her secret marriage (hence it being secret in the first place), want her to 
marry this guy named Paris. She tells her mom that she's still grieving for her cousin, so if they insist that she 
marry, they'd better have her "consummate" her marriage (i.e., have sex) in Tybalt's sepulcher. As you can 
imagine, this is pretty intense, so Helmholtz guffawing at it is hurtful to John, especially since John identifies with
the characters.

Romeo and Juliet (16.23)
The title of the play is referenced when John remembers how Helmholtz laughed at it.

 William Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra
"Eternity was in our lips and eyes." (11.6, 18.62)
This line belongs to Cleopatra, who hurls it angrily at Antony when he delivers the news that he's leaving Egypt 
to go back to Rome. She reminds him that they always thought they would have eternity together – eternity lay 
in each other's lips and eyes. John quotes this line twice, first in reference to soma, which the Doctor claims is a 
little piece of eternity, and second when he can't stop thinking about Lenina. 

 William Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night's Dream
"John thought it very nice. 'Still,' he said, 'Ariel could put a girdle round the earth in forty minutes.'" (11.31)
John connects the "girdle" line to The Tempest, but it actually belongs to Puck from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, who is credited with this talent. We know this because Puck says, "I'll put a girdle round about the earth 
/ In forty minutes." 

 William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice
"'What's in those' (remembering The Merchant of Venice) 'those caskets?' the Savage enquired when Bernard 
had rejoined him." (11.75)
In The Merchant of Venice, leading lady Portia comes with a price tag: suitors who want to marry her must 
participate in a game where they pick one of three caskets. Picking the right one means they get the girl, and the
wrong choice means the suitor has to be a bachelor forever. It's adorable that John thinks of Shakespeare when 
he sees the boxes. It's less adorable that what's actually in the box is drugs.

 William Shakespeare, Othello
Othello is referenced by name (11.114, 16.21, 16.23, 16.25, 16.27, 16.28, 17.48)
John first starts reading Othello right after he sees the feely Three Weeks in a Helicopter with Lenina. The black 
man in the feely is exploited for his race, and the character of Othello is similarly defined by the color of his skin. 
John identifies with Othello because he, too, grew up in a society of people of a different race; John was the only
white guy on the Savage Reservation.

"Impudent strumpet!" (13.84, 18.62-64, 18.92, 13.100-7)
In case you don't speak antiquated English, "impudent strumpet" means "disrespectful whore." John first calls 
Lenina by this name in the scene when she gets naked. As we discuss in John's character analysis, much of his 
anger at Lenina is misdirected anger at himself for wanting her so much. This shout-out gets us into the guts of 
Othello, where the play's hero is about to kill his wife (Desdemona) because he has been convinced by the 
villainous Iago that she's cheating on him. John accuses Lenina of being a whore in the same language Othello 
uses. (Of course, Lenina, having been conditioned to sleep around, isn't really at fault here, and neither was 
Desdemona, who in reality was faithful to her husband.)

"O thou weed, who are so lovely fair and smell'st so sweet that the sense aches at thee. […] Was this most goodly
book made to write 'whore' upon? Heaven stops the nose at it." (13.99)
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Both of these lines come from the same scene in Othello as the "impudent strumpet" bit we explained above. 
The first one is Othello telling his wife that she's a weed who appears to be a flower. The second one compares 
the woman to a "goodly book" (a beautiful book) that has the word "whore" written inside it. Both lines focus on
the combination of two traits that Othello thinks he sees in Desdemona: sleaziness and beauty. John is 
convinced he finds these qualities also in Lenina. It is this combination that so hurts John, since he is 
simultaneously attracted to and repelled by Lenina.

"Goats and Monkeys" (16.19)
In Othello, the bad guy Iago is the one to convince Othello that his wife is cheating on him. He does so with the 
help of some animal images that serve as visual aids – namely, goat and monkey sex. Iago paints a picture of the 
supposedly adulterous Desdemona and her alleged lover to goats and monkeys having sex. When John cites this 
image, he's actually talking about the gratuitous sex in the feely, but the imagery fits right in with what we've 
seen so far in Brave New World: people are reduced to animals in part because of their promiscuity.

"If after every tempest came such calms, may the winds blow till they have wakened death." (17.48)
OK, this one doesn't require too much scrutiny. John is always talking about how suffering is a necessary part of 
the human condition. This quote supports that argument, but for a slightly different reason; it's the old "the 
sweet ain't as sweet without the bitter" argument. We weather the storms because enduring is worth the calm 
that comes after.

"All the tonic effects of murdering Desdemona and being murdered by Othello, without any of the 
inconveniences." (17.59)
Mustapha says this to John in describing the V.P.S., or Violent Passion Surrogate. There's not much to explain 
here, Mustapha is just putting it in terms John can understand. As we've already mentioned, Othello murders his
wife because he (wrongly) thinks she's cheating on him; this is violent passion to the extreme – lust, jealousy, 
love, and betrayal.

 William Shakespeare, "The Phoenix and the Turtle"
"Property was thus appall'd, / That the self was not the same; / Single nature's double name / Neither two nor 
one was call'd / Reason in itself confounded / Saw division grow together…" (12.68)
John reads this poem to Helmholtz as an example of Shakespeare's powerful language. The poem covers the 
love affair of a phoenix and a turtle dove, two birds who become one and then die. This got us thinking about 
Lenina and John being birds of a different feather.

 William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night
"If I do not usurp myself, I am." (13.17)
This quote from Twelfth Night has a lot to do with false identities and assumed roles. John basically just takes 
the same line when someone on the phone asks him if he's the savage. It's a cute but not particularly important 
reference.

 William Shakespeare, Timon of Athens
"For those milk-paps that through the window bars bore at men's eyes." (13.77)
John is quoting a line where Timon accuses a woman with a nice chest of being a vile temptress.

 William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar
"Lend me your ears" (15.20)
When John tries to get the attention of all the Deltas, he uses this line, spoken by Brutus to address the Romans 
after Caesar's death. (The full line is, "Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears.") John imagines himself 
not just galvanizing the drones to want freedom and humanity, but as taking part in the great oral tradition of 
public speaking. He even hesitates when he first begins, lamenting that he has no experience in such arts.

 William Shakespeare, The Life and Death of King John
"I Pandulph, of fair Milan, cardinal." (17.17)
When Mustapha asks if John knows what a cardinal is, John responds with this line from The Life and Death of 
King John. Cardinal Pandulph is one of the characters in the play, so this is why John knows what Mustapha is 
talking about.
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 William Shakespeare, Measure for Measure
"Thy best of rest is sleep and that thou oft provok'st; yet grossly fear'st thy death which is no more." (18.69)
This line fits into that great, reference-filled paragraph in Chapter Eighteen when John contemplates sleep, 
dreams, and death. This particular line from the play, spoken by the character of the Duke, poses this question 
to Claudio: you often enter sleep willingly, and death is really just sleep, so how can you fear death? That John is 
so preoccupied with thoughts of death is no surprise given how this final chapter plays out.

Literature, Philosophy, and Mythology
 Ur of the Chaldees (3.41)
 Job (3.41) 
 Jesus Christ (3.41, 7.46, 8.26, 8.69, 8. 71, 18.31) 
 John the Baptist (The name of John, the Savage) 
 "Suffer the little children unto me." (3.241) 
 "The Holy Bible" (17.5) 
 Mary (18.26) 
 Odysseus (3.41) 
 Jupiter (3.41) 
 Morgan Le Fay, a.k.a. Fata Morgana ("Morgana Rothschild")
 Gautama Buddha (referred to in Brave New World as "Gotama") (3.41) 
 Blaise Pascal, Pensées (3.41) 
 Robert Browning, Pippa Passes: "Ford's in his flivver," murmured the D.H.C. "All's well with the world." (3.117) 

This is actually a parody of a line from Browning's novel: "God's in his heaven — all's right with the world!" 
 Puukon (written as "Pookong" in Brave New World), one of the twin war Gods of the Native 
 Americans of Malpais (7.46, 8.26, 11.54, 18.31) 
 Ahaiyuta and Marsailema, the twins of War and Chance (8.26) 
 Awonawilona, the creator God of the Zuñi Indians (8.26, 8.35, 18.31) 
 Estsanatlehi (referred to in the text as Etsanatlehi), a creator Goddess of the Navaho. Huxley details that she is 

"the woman who makes herself young again," which is consistent with the myth that, as a timeless Goddess of 
creation, Estsanatlehi cyclically aged and then renewed her youth again and again. (8.26) 

 "The Black Stone at Laguna" (8.26): Laguna is a pueblo in New Mexico built on a large mass of rock that has been
smoothed out over time. 

 "Our Lady of Acoma" (8.26) : Acoma is a pueblo in New Mexico. We had trouble figuring out who the Lady in 
question was, and it sounds to us like this is a classic case of John mixing up 

 Christianity with the religion of the Indians on the Reservation. This phrase brings to mind various Catholic icons,
such as Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 "Maiden of Mátsaki" (17.48 18.61): John refers to this myth as an example of the importance of and need for 
suffering in proving oneself. In the tale, a man has to hoe in a garden full of stinging flies and endure the pain in 
order to marry what must be a highly-desirable girl. Read about it here, if you're interested. 

Ben Jonson, Cynthia's Revels: "Every few seconds a drop fell, dark, almost colorless in the dead light. Drop, drop, drop. 
To-morrow and to-morrow and to-morrow…" (8.61). This comes from John's re-telling of his childhood to Bernard. The 
last bit, "to-morrow and to-morrow and to-morrow," of course comes from Macbeth. But the "drop, drop, drop" comes 
from another Elizabethan play by Ben Jonson. Jonson's lines are as follows: "O, I could still, / Like melting snow upon 
some craggy hill, / Drop, drop, drop, drop, / Since nature's pride is, now, a withered daffodil." It's possible this is 
coincidence and not a Shout-Out, but we thought we'd let you make that call. 

 Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ (17.7) 
 William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience (17.9) 
 Voltaire, Candide: John's garden in Chapter Eighteen. This one isn't explicit, but the fact that John finds solace by

tending his garden reminds us of Voltaire's satire. In Candide, the characters experience every misery life has to 
offer. Voltaire concludes at the end that the only way to live is to take a narrow solace in hard work – for 
example, by tending a garden. The final line of Candide is: "…let us cultivate our garden." Voltaire was probably 

http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/zuni/zft/zft03.htm
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referring to the Garden of Eden, which we think fits well here, since John is tempted by Lenina in the same way 
Adam was tempted by Eve. 

 Cardinal Newman, Sermon No. 6 of his Plain and Parochial Sermons, Volume 5 (17.20) 
 Maine de Biran, unknown text, but we're inclined to think it's Nouveaux essais d'anthropologie, since that work 

focuses on man's relationship to the divine, as does the long passage Mustapha reads aloud to John. (17.20) 

Historical References
 Henry Ford ("Our Ford")
 Maurice Bokanovsky ("Bokanovsky's Process")
 Vladimir Lenin ("Lenina Crowne")
 John Crowne ("Lenina Crowne" and "Fanny Crowne")
 William Pilkington ("Pilkington, at Mobmassa")
 Thomas Malthus ("The Malthusian Belt")
 Leon Trotsky ("Polly Trotsky")
 Mustafa Kemal Atatürk ("Mustapha Mond")
 Alfred Mond ("Mustapha Mond")
 George Bernard Shaw ("Bernard Marx" and "Dr. Shaw")
 Karl Marx ("Bernard Marx")
 Claude Bernard ("Bernard Marx")
 Fanny Brawne ("Fanny Crowne")
 H.G. Wells ("Dr. Wells")
 Hans Pfitzner ("Pfizner and Kawaguchi")
 Ekai Kawaguchi ("Pfizner and Kawaguchi")
 Benito Mussolini ("Benito Hoover")
 Herbert Hoover ("Benito Hoover")
 Hermann von Helmholtz ("Helmholtz Watson")
 John Broadus Watson ("Helmholtz Watson")
 John Calvin ("Calvin Stopes")
 Marite Stopes ("Calvin Stopes")
 Charles Bradlaugh ("Fifi Bradlaugh")
 Rudolf Diesel ("Joanna Diesel")
 Clara Ford ("Clara Deterding")
 Henry Deterding ("Clara Deterding")
 Friedrich Engels ("Sarojini Engels")
 Sarojini Naidu ("Sarojini Engels")
 Mikhail Bakunin ("Herbert Bakunin")
 George Herbert ("Herbert Bakunin")
 Jean-Jacques Rousseau ("Jean-Jacques Habibullah")
 Amir Habibullāh Ghāzī("Jean-Jacques Habibullah")
 Popé's rebellion ("Popé")
 John Keate ("Miss Keate," the Headmistress at Eton) 
 Miguel Primo de Rivera ("Primo Mellon")
 Andrew William Mellon ("Primo Mellon")
 Charles Darwin ("Darwin Bonaparte")
 Napoleon Bonaparte ("Darwin Bonaparte")
 Sigmund Freud (3.73) 
 Ivan Pavlov (2.2, 3.184) 
 Los Penitentes (11.54) 

Music References
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 Gaspard Forster, a basso (11.92) 
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (11.92) 
 Lucrezia Agujari (11.92): (Depending on the edition you're reading, the text may misprint the spelling as 

"Ajugari.") Anyway, this woman was a famous soprano singer who managed to sing the highest note ever, 
probably breaking about a million dollars worth of glassware in the process. The point Huxley is making here is 
that the scent/music organ effortlessly encompasses a range from the lowest of lows to the highest of highs. On 
the one hand, technology can beat humans – but on the other hand, the musical boundaries of the notes here 
have been established by human precedence; the notes go no lower than that of Forster, no higher than that of 
Lucrezia. 

Animal Imagery in Brave New World

Animal imagery is rampant in Brave New World. Just look at the first chapter. There's the repetition of "straight from the
horse's mouth," Foster's implicit claim that "any cow" could merely hatch out embryos, the platitude that "Rams 
wrapped in theremogene beget no lambs." Later, when John goes to the hospital, he sees the Delta children staring at 
Linda with "the stupid curiosity of animals." The hordes of identical bokanovskified twins seem to him "maggots." It 
looks like Huxley's message is clear: the new world has so dehumanized its citizens that they now resemble little more 
than animals. The irony is that "civilization" should seek to elevate man, to make him less primitive, to put some 
distance between him and the other creatures of the world.

Animalistic traits really come into play when it comes to sex, probably because that's one of the basest, most universal 
instincts. John even quotes the "goats and monkeys" line from Othello, delivered when the hero imagines his wife 
copulating with another man the way that animals do. Also, Mustapha's response to John's comment – "Nice tame 
animals, anyhow," is brilliant (on the part of Huxley, not on the part of Mustapha). While John is disgusted by the bestial 
nature of the new world's promiscuity, he misses the purpose behind it: animals are tame. Animals can be controlled. In 
this way, the people of the World State are like pets – not like free people.

But it gets really interesting in Chapter Eighteen, when the crowds come swarming to see John standing around 
whipping himself for having dirty thoughts. The descending helicopters are described as "locusts" and then 
"grasshoppers" – fits with what we've seen so far. But it soon becomes clear that, while John (and, the tone seems to 
suggest, Huxley as well) condemns the civilized folk for being animals, they view him in much the same way. They throw 
food at John as though he's an animal in the zoo. (Huxley makes this explicit for us with the phrase "as to an ape.") This 
explains why they take pleasure in his suffering: because they can't see him as a person. To them, he's just animalistic 
entertainment.

This raises an interesting question for us: of the savages and citizens, who is more human, and who more animalistic? 
The notion of suffering seems to have a lot to do with this. John tries to prove his humanity by inflicting pain on himself. 
Clearly, no animal would revere the soul over the body enough to do so. It seems likely, then, that John's suicide is the 
only definitive way to establish his identity as a human being and not as a creature.



144

THE TECHNIQUES OF PROPAGANDA

From “How to Detect and Analyze Propaganda” by Clyde R. Miller

The Fine Art of Propaganda

In examination of propaganda, the first logical thing to do is to define the term. A little over a year ago a group 
of scholars organizing the Institute for Propaganda Analysis, after a good many hours of argument, arrived at this 
definition: “As generally understood, propaganda is an expression of opinion or action by individuals or groups, 
deliberately designed to influence opinions or actions of other individuals or groups with reference to predetermined 
ends.”

That means if you and I have an opinion and express it with intent to influence some individual or group, we are,
to that extent, propagandists.

And are acts propaganda, too? Yes. The Boston Tea Party was a propaganda act plotted and planned and 
beautifully timed by that master propagandist of the American Revolution, Samuel Adams, to crystallize the feeling of 
hatred by the Colonists against the British Tories. The burning of the Reichstag when Hitler came to power may have 
been a propaganda act. Certainly Hitler took advantage of it by placing blame for it on “Jews” and “Communists,” 
labeling those whom he did not like “Jews” and “Communists” whether they were or not, blaming them for the fire and 
putting them in prison. By such propaganda acts Hitler was able to dispose of many of his enemies at the very outset of 
his dictatorship. We are fooled by propaganda chiefly because we don’t recognize it when we see it. It may be fun to be 
fooled, but, as the cigarette ads used to say, it is more fun to know. We can more easily recognize propaganda when we 
see it if we are familiar with the seven common propaganda devices.
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Propaganda is EVERYWHERE!

Even children’s picture books now a day try and influence the way one thinks and feels. A popular children’s book, And 
Tango Makes Three, is based on the true story of Roy and Silo, two male Chinstrap Penguins in New York's Central Park 
Zoo who for a time formed a couple. The book follows part of this time in the penguins' lives. This book teaches children 
that it's okay to be in, or know, someone who has a "non-traditional" family. The pair were observed trying to hatch a 
rock that resembled an egg. When zookeepers realized that Roy and Silo were both male, it occurred to them to give 
them the second egg of a mixed-sex penguin couple, a couple which had previously been unable to successfully hatch 
two eggs at once. Roy and Silo hatched and raised the healthy young chick, a female named "Tango" by keepers, 
together as a family. 

Many parents are not happy about the message that this children’s book is sending to children at such a young age.

Please read the following article:

Propaganda in Children's Literature

Perhaps the greatest lesson for parents from conflicts about books like And Tango Makes Three is the need to develop 
a deeper understanding of children's literature. C. S. Lewis wrote, "It certainly is my opinion that a book worth reading 
only in childhood is not worth reading even then."

So true. There are books that inspire and stir the imagination (Lord of the Rings, King Arthur). There are books that 
explore human relationships and the choices we make (anything Jane Austen). There are books that expose the culture's
underbelly and show the triumph of the human spirit (anything Dickens). There are books that help children cope with 
insecurities (Ira Sleeps Over or A Birthday Gift for Frances), find their place in the world (Noisy Nora), or maintain hope 
and optimism (A Chair for My Mother).

Then there is the current tsunami of "relevant" teen books and propagandistic picture books for kids. Here is where 
parents really need to look beyond the pictures or the copy on the back cover to find the subtext(s). My girls tell me of 
books they're required to read on eating disorders, broken homes, suicidal teens. Often there is a Christian character to 
serve as a foil – representing everything hypocritical and evil to contrast with the goodness and virtue of the kids with all
the problems. Not that Christian kids don't have problems - we all do- but hopefully they've been raised with 
compassion and hope.

Every writer has a worldview. Some writers write because they are compelled to write, as though somewhere along the 
line they struck oil and writing becomes the default. I think of people like Shakespeare and Dickens and Austen and Elliot
who wrote in the days when a writer paid a price to write - cutting nibs on pens and mixing their own ink, handwriting 
page after page after page.

Nowadays, it takes so little effort to write that anyone can do it. So people can choose to grind out pulp teen fiction 
focused on darkness, on lives going nowhere - and thanks to Jr. Scholastic, people will buy it. People with a political ax to
grind can write a warm and fuzzy picture book and progressive librarians will stock it.

In a culture with too much abundance and not enough discernment, our kids' library shelves have become like a 
cafeteria tipping way too far toward junk food. Too many choices and many of them meaningless.

(One of my friends is a librarian - I hope she understands this is not a personal attack on her profession, but simply 
observing: are we losing the transcendent in a bog of mediocrity?)

Which leads to my main problem with And Tango Makes Three and books like it.

I don't like to see children used as political pawns. Too often these days, children's literature is being hijacked by people 
with a political agenda who want to "teach" children the lessons they think they need to learn.
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In a National Public Radio interview – “Here and Now” May 3, 2005, Robert Skutch, author of Who’s in a Family? said:

“The whole purpose of the book was to get the subject [of same-sex parent households] out into the minds and 
the awareness of children before they are old enough to have been convinced that there's another way of 
looking at life.

“. . . It would be really nice if children were not subjected to the – I don't want to use the word 'bigotry,' but 
that's what I want to say anyway – of their parents and older people.”

That's a very narrow worldview, I must say. And I'm not sure that writers who write for children simply for indoctrination
purposes merit the same kind of trust and respect that authors who write from a more inspired place and a broader 
worldview enjoy. (I don't write children's books, btw, but I've been reading them to students and my own children for 39
years.)

Adults themselves are vulnerable to propaganda. Why shouldn't children be protected from it? Children's propaganda is 
not new - in a cursory google search I found references dating back to the French Revolution.

I'm wondering if a picture book about a boy who wanted to grow up to be a priest - maybe based on a true story - would
be acceptable on public school library shelves? Or how about a story of a girl who one day got off the bus crying because
two boys - one from a fiercely atheist home – had called her "pea-brain" and "stupid" because she is a Christian? This 
really happened to my daughter Maddy a couple years ago (the only time she ever came home without a smile on her 
consistently happy face).

The point is that all children will encounter opposition at some point in their lives - they are too fat, too skinny, too 
smart, too dumb, too clumsy, too shy. Their house is too small, their car too old, their parents too weird. Maybe their 
parents are two dads or two moms. You know, I don't think in the world of little children these things really matter all 
that much.

The early years are the years for building up character, compassion and kindness so that when these issues come up our 
kids will respond in the right way. They would not bully someone for being homosexual or having homosexual parents 
because they do not bully, period.

The problem with children's propaganda is not only that it doesn't respect the autonomy of individuals and their 
families, but that they crowd out more worthy choices on crowded shelves and in busy schedules.

John Stevens says he is going to ask for a review/updating/overhaul of Loudoun County Public Schools book review 
procedures. If this is the case, I do hope that we will add a component to the review process that has to do with 
guarding our children from propaganda. When a group - many with no children in the public schools - dress up in black 
and white to defend a book about Penguins, you know it's about more than penguins.

Source:

http://www.mommylife.net/archives/2008/02/propaganda_in_c.html

Where else are children exposed to propaganda at a young age? Walt Disney! He didn’t just write about cute and 
cuddly, little cartoon characters; he basically put a predetermined message and image of certain historical and political 
aspects in people’s minds.

Example? Pocahontas

http://www.mommylife.net/archives/2008/02/propaganda_in_c.html
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What does this image suggest about Native Americans?

What is this image trying to say?

Fox News dork Neal Cavuto and Christian Broadcasting Network movie reviewer Holly

McClure are unhappy with the environmentalist message of Happy Feet.

CAVUTO: Holly, I saw this with my two little boys. What I found offensive — I don’t care what your stands are on the 
environment — is that they shove this in a kid’s movie. So you hear the penguins are starving and they’re starving 
because of mean old men, mean old companies, arctic fishing, a big taboo.
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The Euphio Question

The Euphio Question by Kurt Vonnegut

A short story from "The Monkey House"

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN of the Federal Communications Commission, I appreciate this opportunity to testify on the 
subject before you.

I'm sorry—or maybe "heartsick" is the word—that news has leaked out about it. But now that word is getting around 
and coming to your official notice, I might as well tell the story straight and pray to God that I can convince you that 
America doesn't want what we discovered.

I won't deny that all three of us—Lew Harrison, the radio announcer, Dr. Fred Bockman, the physicist, and myself, a 
sociology professor—found peace of mind. We did. And I won't say it's wrong for people to seek peace of mind. But if 
somebody thinks he wants peace of mind the way we found it, he'd be well advised to seek coronary thrombosis 
instead.

Lew, Fred, and I found peace of mind by sitting in easy chairs and turning on a gadget the size of a table-model television
set. No herbs, no golden rule, no muscle control, no sticking our noses in other people's troubles to forget our own; no 
hobbies, Taoism, push-ups or contemplation of a lotus. The gadget is, I think, what a lot of people vaguely foresaw as 
the crowning achievement of civilization: an electronic something-or-other, cheap, easily mass-produced, that can, at 
the flick of a switch, provide tranquility. I see you have one here.

My first brush with synthetic peace of mind was six months ago. It was also then that I got to know Lew Harrison, I'm 
sorry to say. Lew is chief announcer of our town's only radio station. He makes his living with his loud mouth, and I'd be 
surprised if it were anyone but he who brought this matter to your attention.

Lew has, along with about thirty other shows, a weekly science program. Every week he gets some professor from 
Wyandotte College and interviews him about his particular field. Well, six months ago Lew worked up a program around 
a young dreamer and faculty friend of mine, Dr. Fred Bockman. I gave Fred a lift to the radio station, and he invited me 
to come on in and watch. For the heck of it, I did.

Fred Bockman is thirty and looks eighteen. Life has left no marks on him, because he hasn't paid much attention to it. 
What he pays most of his attention to, and what Lew Harrison wanted to interview him about, is this eight-ton umbrella 
of his that he listens to the stars with. It's a big radio antenna rigged up on a telescope mount. The way I understand it, 
instead of looking at the stars through a telescope, he aims this thing out in space and picks up radio signals coming 
from different heavenly bodies.

Of course, there aren't people running radio stations out there. It's just that many of the heavenly bodies pour out a lot 
of energy and some of it can be picked up in the radio-frequency band. One good thing Fred's rig does is to spot stars 
hidden from telescopes by big clouds of cosmic dust. Radio signals from them get through the clouds to Fred's antenna.

That isn't all the outfit can do, and, in his interview with Fred, Lew Harrison saved the most exciting part until the end of 
the program. "That's very interesting, Dr. Bockman," Lew said. "Tell me, has your radio telescope turned up anything 
else about the universe that hasn't been revealed by ordinary light telescopes?"

This was the snapper. "Yes, it has," Fred said. "We've found about fifty spots in space, not hidden by cosmic dust, that 
give off powerful radio signals. Yet no heavenly bodies at all seem to be there."

"Well!" Lew said in mock surprise. "I should say that is something! Ladies and gentlemen, for the first time in radio 
history, we bring you the noise from Dr. Bockman's mysterious voids." They had strung a line out to Fred's antenna on 
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the campus. Lew waved to the engineer to switch in the signals coming from it. "Ladies and gentlemen, the voice of 
nothingness!"

The noise wasn't much to hear—a wavering hiss, more like a leaking tire than anything else. It was supposed to be on 
the air for five seconds. When the engineer switched it off, Fred and I were inexplicably grinning like idiots. I felt relaxed 
and tingling. Lew Harrison looked as though he'd stumbled into the dressing room at the Copacabana. He glanced at the 
studio clock, appalled. The monotonous hiss had been on the air for five minutes! If the engineer's cuff hadn't 
accidentally caught on the switch, it might be on yet.

Fred laughed nervously, and Lew hunted for his place in the script. "The hiss from nowhere," Lew said. "Dr. Bockman, 
has anyone proposed a name for these interesting voids?"

"No," Fred said. "At the present time they have neither a name nor an explanation."

The voids the hiss came from have still to be explained, but I've suggested a name for them that shows signs of sticking: 
"Bockman's Euphoria." We may not know what the spots are, but we know what they do, so the name's a good one. 
Euphoria, since it means a sense of buoyancy and well-being, is really the only word that will do.

After the broadcast, Fred, Lew, and I were cordial to one another to the point of being maudlin.

"I can't remember when a broadcast has been such a pleasure," Lew said. Sincerity is not his forte, yet he meant it.

"It's been one of the most memorable experiences of my life," Fred said, looking puzzled. "Extraordinarily pleasant."

We were all embarrassed by the emotion we felt, and parted company in bafflement and haste. I hurried home for a 
drink, only to walk into the middle of another unsettling experience.

The house was quiet, and I made two trips through it before discovering that I was not alone. My wife, Susan, a good 
and lovable woman who prides herself on feeding her family well and on time, was lying on the couch, staring dreamily 
at the ceiling. "Honey," I said tentatively, "I'm home. It's suppertime."

"Fred Bockman was on the radio today," she said in a faraway voice.

"I know. I was with him in the studio."

"He was out of this world," she sighed. "Simply out of this world. That noise from space—when he turned that on, 
everything just seemed to drop away from me. I've been lying here, just trying to get over it."

"Uh-huh," I said, biting my lip. "Well, guess I'd better round up Eddie." Eddie is my ten-year-old son, and captain of an 
apparently invincible neighborhood baseball team.

"Save your strength, Pop," said a small voice from the shadows. "You home? What's the matter? Game called off on 
account of atomic attack?"

"Nope. We finished eight innings."

"Beating 'em so bad they didn't want to go on, eh?"

"Oh, they were doing pretty good. Score was tied, and they had two men on and two outs." He talked as though he were
recounting a dream. "And then," he said, his eyes widening, "everybody kind of lost interest, just wandered off. I came 
home and found the old lady curled up here, so I lay down on the floor."

"Why?" I asked incredulously.

"Pop," Eddie said thoughtfully, "I'm damned if I know."
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"Eddie!" his mother said.

"Mom," Eddie said, "I'm damned if you know either." I was damned if anybody could explain it, but I had a nagging 
hunch. I dialed Fred Bockman's number. "Fred, am I getting you up from dinner?"

"I wish you were," Fred said. "Not a scrap to eat in the house, and I let Marion have the car today so she could do the 
marketing. Now she's trying to find a grocery open."

"Couldn't get the car started, eh?"

"Sure she got the car started," said Fred. "She even got to the market. Then she felt so good she walked right out of the 
place again." Fred sounded depressed. "I guess it's a woman's privilege to change her mind, but it's the lying that hurts."

"Marion lied? I don't believe it."

"She tried to tell me everybody wandered out of the market with her—clerks and all."

"Fred," I said, "I've got news for you. Can I drive out right after supper?"

When I arrived at Fred Bockman's farm, he was staring, dumbfounded, at the evening paper.

"The whole town went nuts!" Fred said. "For no reason at all, all the cars pulled up to the curb like there was a hook and 
ladder going by. Says here people shut up in the middle of sentences and stayed that way for five minutes. Hundreds 
wandered around in the cold in their shirt-sleeves, grinning like toothpaste ads." He rattled the paper. "This is what you 
wanted to talk to me about?"

I nodded. "It all happened when that noise was being broadcast, and I thought maybe—"

"The odds are about one in a million that there's any maybe about it," said Fred. "The time checks to the second."

"But most people weren't listening to the program."

"They didn't have to listen, if my theory's right. We took those faint signals from space, amplified them about a 
thousand times, and rebroadcast them. Anybody within reach of the transmitter would get a good dose of the stepped-
up radiations, whether he wanted to or not." He shrugged. "Apparently that's like walking past a field of burning 
marijuana."

"How come you never felt the effect at work?"

"Because I never amplified and rebroadcast the signals. The radio station's transmitter is what really put the sock into 
them."

"So what're you going to do next?"

Fred looked surprised. "Do? What is there to do but report it in some suitable journal?"

Without a preliminary knock, the front door burst open and Lew Harrison, florid and panting, swept into the room and 
removed his great polo coat with a bullfighter-like flourish. "You're cutting him in on it, too?" he demanded, pointing at 
me. Fred blinked at him. "In on what?"

"The millions," Lew said. "The billions."

"Wonderful," Fred said. "What are you talking about?"

"The noise from the stars!" Lew said "They love it. It drives 'em nuts. Didja see the papers?" He sobered for an instant. 
"It was the noise that did it, wasn't it, Doc?"
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"We think so," Fred said. He looked worried. "How, exactly, do you propose we get our hands on these millions or 
billions?"

"Real estate!" Lew said raptly. " 'Lew,' I said to myself, 'Lew, how can you cash in on this gimmick if you can't get a 
monopoly on the universe? And, Lew,' I asked myself "how can you sell the stuff when anybody can get it free while 
you're broadcasting it?'"

"Maybe it's the kind of thing that shouldn't be cashed in on," I suggested. "I mean, we don't know a great deal about—"

"Is happiness bad?" Lew interrupted. "No," I admitted.

"Okay, and what we'd do with this stuff from the stars is make people happy. Now I suppose you're going to tell me 
that's bad?"

"People ought to be happy," Fred said.

"Okay, okay," Lew said loftily. "That's what we're going to do for the people. And the way the people can show their 
gratitude is in real estate." He looked out the window. "Good—a barn. We can start right there. We set up a transmitter 
in the barn, run a line out to your antenna, Doc, and we've got a real-estate development."

"Sorry," Fred said. "I don't follow you. This place wouldn't do for a development. The roads are poor, no bus service or 
shopping center, the view is lousy and the ground is full of rocks."

Lew nudged Fred several times with his elbow. "Doc, Doc, Doc—sure it's got drawbacks, but with that transmitter in the 
barn, you can give them the most precious thing in all creation-happiness."

"Euphoria Heights," I said.

"That's great!" said Lew. "I'd get the prospects, Doc, and you'd sit up there in the barn with your hand on the switch. 
Once a prospect set foot on Euphoria Heights, and you shot the happiness to him, there's nothing he wouldn't pay for a 
lot."

"Every house a home, as long as the power doesn't fail," I said.

"Then," Lew said, his eyes shining, "when we sell all the lots here, we move the transmitter and start another 
development. Maybe we'd get a fleet of transmitters going." He snapped his fingers. "Sure! Mount 'em on wheels."

"I somehow don't think the police would think highly of us," Fred said.

"Okay, so when they come to investigate, you throw the old switch and give them a jolt of happiness." He shrugged. 
"Hell, I might even get bighearted and let them have a corner lot."

"No," Fred said quietly. "If I ever joined a church, I couldn't face the minister."

"So we give him a jolt," Lew said brightly.

"No," Fred said. "Sorry."

"Okay," Lew said, rising and pacing the floor. "I was prepared for that. I've got an alternative, and this one's strictly 
legitimate. We'll make a little amplifier with a transmitter and an aerial on it. Shouldn't cost over fifty bucks to make, so 
we'd price it in the range of the common man—five hundred bucks, say. We make arrangements with the phone 
company to pipe signals from your antenna right into the homes of people with these sets. The sets take the signal from 
the phone line, amplify it, and broadcast it through the houses to make everybody in them happy. See? Instead of 
turning on the radio or television, everybody's going to want to turn on the happiness. No casts, no stage sets, no 
expensive cameras—no nothing but that hiss."
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"We could call it the euphoriaphone," I suggested, "or 'euphio' for short."

'That's great, that's great!" Lew said. "What do you say, Doc?"

"I don't know." Fred looked worried. "This sort of thing is out of my line."

"We all have to recognize our limitations, Doc," Lew said expansively. "I'll handle the business end, and you handle the 
technical end." He made a motion as though to put on his coat. "Or maybe you don't want to be a millionaire?"

"Oh, yes, yes indeed I do," Fred said quickly. "Yes indeed."

"All righty," Lew said, dusting his palms, "the first thing we've gotta do is build one of the sets and test her."

This part of it was down Fred's alley, and I could see the problem interested him. "It's really a pretty simple gadget," he 
said. "I suppose we could throw one together and run a test out here next week."

The first test of the euphoriaphone, or euphio, took place in Fred Bockman's living room on a Saturday afternoon, five 
days after Fred's and Lew's sensational radio broadcast.

There were six guinea pigs—Lew, Fred and his wife Marion, myself, my wife Susan, and my son Eddie. The Bockmans had
arranged chairs in a circle around a card table, on which rested a gray steel box.

Protruding from the box was a long buggy whip aerial that scraped the ceiling. While Fred fussed with the box, the rest 
of us made nervous small talk over sandwiches and beer. Eddie, of course, wasn't drinking beer, though he was badly in 
need of a sedative. He was annoyed at having been brought out to the farm instead of to a ball game, and was 
threatening to take it out on the Bockmans' Early American furnishings. He was playing a spirited game of flies and 
grounders with himself near the French doors, using a dead tennis ball and a poker. "Eddie," Susan said for the tenth 
time, "please stop."

"It's under control, under control," Eddie said disdainfully, playing the ball off four walls and catching it with one hand.

Marion, who vents her maternal instincts on her immaculate furnishings, couldn't hide her distress at Eddie's turning the
place into a gymnasium. Lew, in his way, was trying to calm her. "Let him wreck the dump," Lew said. "You'll be moving 
into a palace one of these days."

"It's ready," Fred said softly.

We looked at him with queasy bravery. Fred plugged two jacks from the phone line into the gray box. This was the direct
line to his antenna on the campus, and clockwork would keep the antenna fixed on one of the mysterious voids in the 
sky —the most potent of Bockman's Euphoria. He plugged a cord from the box into an electrical outlet in the baseboard,
and rested his hand on a switch. "Ready?"

"Don't, Fred!" I said. I was scared stiff.

"Turn it on, turn it on," Lew said. "We wouldn't have the telephone today if Bell hadn't had the guts to call somebody 
up."

"I’ll stand right here by the switch, ready to flick her off if something goes sour," Fred said reassuringly. There was a click,
a hum, and the euphio was on.

A deep, unanimous sigh filled the room. The poker slipped from Eddie's hands. He moved across the room in a stately 
sort of waltz, knelt by his mother, and laid his head in her lap. Fred drifted away from his post, humming, his eyes half 
closed.
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Lew Harrison was the first to speak, continuing his conversation with Marion. "But who cares for material wealth?" he 
asked earnestly. He turned to Susan for confirmation.

"Uh-uh," said Susan, shaking her head dreamily. She put her arms around Lew, and kissed him for about five minutes.

"Say," I said, patting Susan on the back, "you kids get along swell, don't you? Isn't that nice, Fred?"

"Eddie," Marion said solicitously, "I think there's a real baseball in the hall closet. A hard ball. Wouldn't that be more fun 
than that old tennis ball?" Eddie didn't stir.

Fred was still prowling around the room, smiling, his eyes now closed all the way. His heel caught in a lamp cord, and he 
went sprawling on the hearth, his head in the ashes. "Hi-ho, everybody," he said, his eyes still closed. "Banged my head 
on an andiron." He stayed there, giggling occasionally.

"The doorbell's been ringing for a while," Susan said. "I don't suppose it means anything."

"Come in, come in," I shouted. This somehow struck everyone as terribly funny. We all laughed uproariously, including 
Fred, whose guffaws blew up little gray clouds from the ashpit.

* * *

A small, very serious old man in white had let himself in, and was now standing in the vestibule, looking at us with alarm.
"Milkman," he said uncertainly. He held out a slip of paper to Marion. "I can't read the last line in your note," he said. 
"What's that say about cottage cheese, cheese, cheese, cheese, cheese…" His voice trailed off as he settled, tailor-
fashion, to the floor beside Marion. After he'd been silent for perhaps three quarters of an hour, a look of concern 
crossed his face. "Well," he said apathetically, "I can only stay for a minute. My truck's parked out on the shoulder, kind 
of blocking things." He started to stand. Lew gave the volume knob on the euphio a twist. The milkman wilted to the 
floor. "Aaaaaaaaaaah," said everybody.

"Good day to be indoors," the milkman said. "Radio says we'll catch the tail end of the Atlantic hurricane."

"Let 'er come," I said. "I've got my car parked under a big, dead tree." It seemed to make sense. Nobody took exception 
to it. I lapsed back into a warm fog of silence and thought of nothing whatsoever. These lapses seemed to last for a 
matter of seconds before they were interrupted by conversation of newcomers. Looking back, I see now that the lapses 
were rarely less than six hours.

I was snapped out of one, I recall, by a repetition of the doorbell's ringing. "I said come in," I mumbled. "And I did," the 
milkman mumbled.

The door swung open, and a state trooper glared in at us. "Who the hell's got his milk truck out there blocking the 
road?" he demanded. He spotted the milkman. "Aha! Don't you know somebody could get killed, coming around a blind 
curve into that thing?" He yawned, and his ferocious expression gave way to an affectionate smile. "It's so damn' 
unlikely," he said, "I don't know why I ever brought it up." He sat down by Eddie. "Hey, kid—like guns?" He took his 
revolver from its holster. "Look—just like Hoppy's."

Eddie took the gun, aimed it at Marion's bottle collection and fired. A large blue bottle popped to dust and the window 
behind the collection splintered. Cold air roared in through the opening.

"He'll make a cop yet," Marion chortled.

"God, I'm happy," I said, feeling a little like crying. "I got the swellest little kid and the swellest bunch of friends and the 
swellest old wife in the world." I heard the gun go off twice more, and then dropped into heavenly oblivion.

Again the doorbell roused me. "How many times do I have to tell you—for Heaven's sake, come in," I said, without 
opening my eyes.
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"I did," the milkman said.

I heard the tramping of many feet, but had no curiosity about them. A little later, I noticed that I was having difficulty 
breathing. Investigation revealed that I had slipped to the floor, and that several Boy Scouts had bivouacked on my chest
and abdomen.

"You want something?" I asked the tenderfoot whose hot, measured breathing was in my face.

"Beaver Patrol wanted old newspapers, but forget it," he said. "We'd just have to carry 'em somewhere."

"And do your parents know where you are?"

"Oh, sure. They got worried and came after us." He jerked his thumb at several couples lined up against the baseboard, 
smiling into the teeth of the wind and rain lashing in at them through the broken window.

"Mom, I'm kinda hungry," Eddie said.

"Oh, Eddie—you're not going to make your mother cook just when we're having such a wonderful time," Susan said.

Lew Harrison gave the euphio's volume knob another twist. "There, kid, how's that?"

"Aaaaaaaaaaah," said everybody.

When awareness intruded on oblivion again, I felt around for the Beaver Patrol, and found them missing. I opened my 
eyes to see that they and Eddie and the milkman and Lew and the trooper were standing by a picture window, cheering. 
The wind outside was roaring and slashing savagely and driving raindrops through the broken window as though they'd 
been fired from air rifles. I shook Susan gently, and together we went to the window to see what might be so 
entertaining.

"She's going, she's going, she's going," the milkman cried ecstatically.

Susan and I arrived just in time to join in the cheering as a big elm crashed down on our sedan.

"Kee-runch!" said Susan, and I laughed until my stomach hurt. "Get Fred," Lew said urgently. "He's gonna miss seeing 
the barn go!"

"H'mm?" Fred said from the fireplace. "Aw, Fred, you missed it," Marion said. "Now we're really gonna see something," 
Eddie yelled. "The power line's going to get it this time. Look at that poplar lean!" The poplar leaned closer, closer, closer
to the power line; and then a gust brought it down in a hail of sparks and a tangle of wires. The lights in the house went 
off.

Now there was only the sound of the wind. "How come nobody cheered?" Lew said faintly. "The euphio—it's off!"

A horrible groan came from the fireplace. "God, I think I've got a concussion."

Marion knelt by her husband and wailed. "Darling, my poor darling—what happened to you?"

I looked at the woman I had my arms around—a dreadful, dirty old hag, with red eyes sunk deep in her head, and hair 
like Medusa's. "Ugh," I said, and turned away in disgust. "Honey," wept the witch, "it's me—Susan." Moans filled the air, 
and pitiful cries for food and water. Suddenly the room had become terribly cold. Only a moment before I had imagined 
I was in the tropics. "Who's got my damn' pistol?" the trooper said bleakly. A Western Union boy I hadn't noticed before 
was sitting in a corner, miserably leafing through a pile of telegrams and making clucking noises.

I shuddered. "I'll bet it's Sunday morning," I said. "We've been here twelve hours!" It was Monday morning.
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The Western Union boy was thunderstruck. "Sunday morning? I walked in here on a Sunday night." He stared around 
the room. "Looks like them newsreels of Buchenwald, don't it?"

The chief of the Beaver Patrol, with the incredible stamina of the young, was the hero of the day. He fell in his men in 
two ranks, haranguing them like an old Army top-kick. While the rest of us lay draped around the room, whimpering 
about hunger, cold, and thirst, the patrol started the furnace again, brought blankets, applied compresses to Fred's head
and countless barked shins, blocked off the broken window, and made buckets of cocoa and coffee.

Within two hours of the time that the power and the euphio went off, the house was warm and we had eaten. The 
serious respiratory cases—the parents who had sat near the broken window for twenty-four hours—had been pumped 
full of penicillin and hauled off to the hospital. The milkman, the Western Union boy, and the trooper had refused 
treatment and gone home. The Beaver Patrol had saluted smartly and left. Outside, repairmen were working on the 
power line. Only the original group remained—Lew, Fred, and Marion, Susan and myself, and Eddie. Fred, it turned out, 
had some pretty important-looking contusions and abrasions, but no concussion.

Susan had fallen asleep right after eating. Now she stirred. "What happened?"

"Happiness," I told her. "Incomparable, continuous happiness —happiness by the kilowatt."

Lew Harrison, who looked like an anarchist with his red eyes and fierce black beard, had been writing furiously in one 
corner of the room. "That's good—happiness by the kilowatt," he said. "Buy your happiness the way you buy light."

"Contract happiness the way you contract influenza," Fred said. He sneezed.

Lew ignored him. "It's a campaign, see? The first ad is for the long-hairs: 'The price of one book, which may be a 
disappointment, will buy you sixty hours of euphio. Euphio never disappoints.' Then we'd hit the middle class with the 
next one—"

"In the groin?" Fred said.

"What's the matter with you people?" Lew said. "You act as though the experiment had failed."

"Pneumonia and malnutrition are what we'd hoped for?" Marion said.

"We had a cross section of America in this room, and we made every last person happy," Lew said. "Not for just an hour,
not for just a day, but for two days without a break." He arose reverently from his chair. "So what we do to keep it from 
killing the euphio fans is to have the thing turned on and off with clockwork, see? The owner sets it so it'll go on just as 
he comes home from work, then it'll go off again while he eats supper; then it goes on after supper, off again when it's 
bedtime; on again after breakfast, off when it's time to go to work, then on again for the wife and kids."

He ran his hands through his hair and rolled his eyes. "And the selling points—my God, the selling points! No expensive 
toys for the kids. For the price of a trip to the movies, people can buy thirty hours of euphio. For the price of a fifth of 
whisky, they can buy sixty hours of euphio!"

"Or a big family bottle of potassium cyanide," Fred said.

"Don't you see it?" Lew said incredulously. "It'll bring families together again, save the American home. No more fights 
over what TV or radio program to listen to. Euphio pleases one and all—we proved that. And there is no such thing as a 
dull euphio program."

A knock on the door interrupted him. A repairman stuck his head 'n to announce that the power would be on again in 
about two minutes.

"Look, Lew," Fred said, "this little monster could kill civilization in less time than it took to burn down Rome. We're not 
going into the mind-numbing business, and that's that."
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"You're kidding!" Lew said, aghast. He turned to Marion. "Don't you want your husband to make a million?"

"Not by operating an electronic opium den," Marion said coldly.

Lew slapped his forehead. "It's what the public wants. This is like Louis Pasteur refusing to pasteurize milk."

"It'll be good to have the electricity again," Marion said, changing the subject. "Lights, hot-water heater, the pump, the
— oh, Lord!"

The lights came on the instant she said it, but Fred and I were already in mid-air, descending on the gray box. We 
crashed down on it together. The card table buckled, and the plug was jerked from the wall socket. The euphio's tubes 
glowed red for a moment, then died.

Expressionlessly, Fred took a screwdriver from his pocket and removed the top of the box.

"Would you enjoy doing battle with progress?" he said, offering me the poker Eddie had dropped.

In a frenzy, I stabbed and smashed at the euphio's glass and wire vitals. With my left hand, and with Fred's help, I kept 
Lew from throwing himself between the poker and the works.

"I thought you were on my side," Lew said.

"If you breathe one word about euphio to anyone," I said, "what I just did to euphio I will gladly do to you."

And there, ladies and gentlemen of the Federal Communications Commission, I thought the matter had ended. It 
deserved to end there. Now, through the medium of Lew Harrison's big mouth, word has leaked out. He has petitioned 
you for permission to start commercial exploitation of euphio. He and his backers have built a radio-telescope of their 
own.

Let me say again that all of Lew's claims are true. Euphio will do everything he says it will. The happiness it gives is 
perfect and unflagging in the face of incredible adversity. Near tragedies, such as the first experiment, can no doubt be 
avoided with clockwork to turn the sets on and off. I see that this set on the table before you is, in fact, equipped with 
clockwork.

The question is not whether euphio works. It does. The question is, rather, whether or not America is to enter a new and
distressing phase of history where men no longer pursue happiness but buy it. This is no time for oblivion to become a 
national craze. The only benefit we could get from euphio would be if we could somehow lay down a peace-of-mind 
barrage on our enemies while protecting our own people from it.

In closing, I'd like to point out that Lew Harrison, the would-be czar of euphio, is an unscrupulous person, unworthy of 
public trust. It wouldn't surprise me, for instance, if he had set the clockwork on this sample euphio set so that its 
radiations would addle your judgments when you are trying to make a decision. In fact, it seems to be whirring 
suspiciously at this very moment, and I'm so happy I could cry. I've got the swellest little kid and the swellest bunch of 
friends and the swellest old wife in the world. And good old Lew Harrison is the salt of the earth, believe me. I sure wish 
him a lot of good luck with his new enterprise.
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Dave Barry and Mark Twain:  on sPeLLiNg

Monkey with a Word Processor

Not that I’m recommending this, but if you were to sit down and actually read some of the so-called writers of the past, 
they would make no sense whatsoever. For example, Shakespeare’s plays go on and on until the main characters, driven
insane by the fact that they’re all speaking gibberish, kill themselves.

What was Shakespeare’s problem? He didn’t have word processing. He had to write everything out by hand, and like 
that of most people, his handwriting was illegible. The actors in his plays were forced to guess what their lines were, and
by the time the words got into print, they had almost nothing to do with what Shakespeare originally wrote..

Modern word processing enables us to exponentially enhance and aggrandize the parameters, both qualitative and 
quantitative, of our communicative conceptualization because now we can spell big words correctly without having a 
clue what they mean. This is made possible by spell-checking. For example, suppose you write a prospective client the 
following letter:

Deer Mr. Strompel:

It was a grate pleasure to meat you’re staff; we look foreword to sea you soon inn the near future.

Clearly, you did not create a good impression. But don’t worry, because all you have to do is use your spell checker on 
this letter. It will not only inform you that there is no such word as “Strompel,” but it can also replace it with the word 
that you probably meant to use. The result is this impressive document:

Deer Mr. Strumpet:

It was a grate pleasure to meat you’re staff; we look foreword to sea you soon inn the near future.

But spell-checking is just one of those advantages of modern word processing. You’ll find that for every 60 seconds you 
spend producing words, you’ll spend at least 10 more minutes deciding what font to put them in.

Let’s take a look at an actual example: You are writing an important letter to your employees. You don’t want to send 
them a document written in some ho-hum typeface like this:

Dear Valued Employee:

As you know, this has been a difficult year for all of us, what with the economic recession. .

And so on. What a visual snore! Now let’s look at how this same letter can be transformed into a high-impact, must-read
document, thanks to the creative use of fonts:

Dear Valued Employee:
As you know, this has been a DIFFICULT year for all of us, what with the economic
recession, the increased foreign competition, the unfortunate fatal explosion at the Humperville plant, and the fact that our
CEO needs a jet with a BIGGER hot tub. WE HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO let you go, 

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 24. But you may rest assured that should our future needs ever call for 
employees, we will definitely think about getting in touch with you.

Warmest Seasonal Regards,
Bob Bunderheimer, Human Resources

p.s. Don’t forget to turn in your company pencil!
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Watch What You Say:

More Painful Lessons from the "Oops" File

1. Reebok had to backpedal after it blundered with the launch of a running shoe for women named the INCUBUS. The 
dictionary says an incubus is “an evil spirit believed to descend upon and have sex with women while they sleep.”

2. British shoemaker Umbro must not have been paying attention. Umbro was denounced in August 2002 as “appallingly
insensitive” for using the name ZYKLON for a running shoe. That’s the same name as the lethal gas used in Nazi 
extermination camps during the Second World War.

3. A food company named its giant burrito a BURRADA. Big mistake. The colloquial meaning of that word is "big 
mistake."

4. General Motors named a new Chevrolet the BERETTA without getting permission from the Italian arms manufacturer. 
It cost GM $500,000 to settle the lawsuit.

5. Estee Lauder was set to export its COUNTRY MIST makeup line when German managers pointed out that in their 
language “mist” is slang for “manure.” The name became Country Moist in Germany.

6. Apparently undaunted, another cosmetics firm introduced the MIST STICK, a curling iron, in Germany. We wonder 
how many fräuleins were prepared to use a “manure stick?”

7. Japan’s second-largest tourist office was mystified when it entered English-speaking markets and began receiving 
requests for unusual sex tours. The owners of KINKI Nippon Tourist promptly changed their name.

8. A leading brand of car de-icer in Finland will never make it in America. The brand name: SUPER PISS.

9. Ditto for Japan's leading brand of coffee creamer. The brand name: CREAP.

10. We alerted a client that a proposed name for a power tool with the word GAGE in it (DynaGage, PowerGage) would 
likely be pronounced like the Spanish word gajes, which has the connotation of an occupational hazard.
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George Orwell

Why I Write
George Orwell

Why I Write

From a very early age, perhaps the age of five or six, I knew that when I grew up I should be a writer. Between 
the ages of about seventeen and twenty-four I tried to abandon this idea, but I did so with the consciousness that
I was outraging my true nature and that sooner or later I should have to settle down and write books.

I was the middle child of three, but there was a gap of five years on either side, and I barely saw my father 
before I was eight. For this and other reasons I was somewhat lonely, and I soon developed disagreeable 
mannerisms which made me unpopular throughout my schooldays. I had the lonely child's habit of making up 
stories and holding conversations with imaginary persons, and I think from the very start my literary ambitions 
were mixed up with the feeling of being isolated and undervalued. I knew that I had a facility with words and a 
power of facing unpleasant facts, and I felt that this created a sort of private world in which I could get my own 
back for my failure in everyday life. Nevertheless the volume of serious — i.e. seriously intended — writing 
which I produced all through my childhood and boyhood would not amount to half a dozen pages. I wrote my 
first poem at the age of four or five, my mother taking it down to dictation. I cannot remember anything about it
except that it was about a tiger and the tiger had ‘chair-like teeth’ — a good enough phrase, but I fancy the 
poem was a plagiarism of Blake's ‘Tiger, Tiger’. At eleven, when the war or 1914-18 broke out, I wrote a 
patriotic poem which was printed in the local newspaper, as was another, two years later, on the death of 
Kitchener. From time to time, when I was a bit older, I wrote bad and usually unfinished ‘nature poems’ in the 
Georgian style. I also attempted a short story which was a ghastly failure. That was the total of the would-be 
serious work that I actually set down on paper during all those years.

However, throughout this time I did in a sense engage in literary activities. To begin with there was the made-
to-order stuff which I produced quickly, easily and without much pleasure to myself. Apart from school work, I 
wrote vers d'occasion, semi-comic poems which I could turn out at what now seems to me astonishing speed —
at fourteen I wrote a whole rhyming play, in imitation of Aristophanes, in about a week — and helped to edit a 
school magazines, both printed and in manuscript. These magazines were the most pitiful burlesque stuff that 
you could imagine, and I took far less trouble with them than I now would with the cheapest journalism. But 
side by side with all this, for fifteen years or more, I was carrying out a literary exercise of a quite different 
kind: this was the making up of a continuous ‘story’ about myself, a sort of diary existing only in the mind. I 
believe this is a common habit of children and adolescents. As a very small child I used to imagine that I was, 
say, Robin Hood, and picture myself as the hero of thrilling adventures, but quite soon my ‘story’ ceased to be 
narcissistic in a crude way and became more and more a mere description of what I was doing and the things I 
saw. For minutes at a time this kind of thing would be running through my head: ‘He pushed the door open and 
entered the room. A yellow beam of sunlight, filtering through the muslin curtains, slanted on to the table, 
where a match-box, half-open, lay beside the inkpot. With his right hand in his pocket he moved across to the 
window. Down in the street a tortoiseshell cat was chasing a dead leaf’, etc. etc. This habit continued until I was
about twenty-five, right through my non-literary years. Although I had to search, and did search, for the right 
words, I seemed to be making this descriptive effort almost against my will, under a kind of compulsion from 
outside. The ‘story’ must, I suppose, have reflected the styles of the various writers I admired at different ages, 
but so far as I remember it always had the same meticulous descriptive quality.
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When I was about sixteen I suddenly discovered the joy of mere words, i.e. the sounds and associations of 
words. The lines from Paradise Lost —

So hee with difficulty and labor hard
Moved on: with difficulty and labor hee.

which do not now seem to me so very wonderful, sent shivers down my backbone; and the spelling ‘hee’ for 
‘he’ was an added pleasure. As for the need to describe things, I knew all about it already. So it is clear what 
kind of books I wanted to write, in so far as I could be said to want to write books at that time. I wanted to write
enormous naturalistic novels with unhappy endings, full of detailed descriptions and arresting similes, and also 
full of purple passages in which words were used partly for the sake of their own sound. And in fact my first 
completed novel, Burmese Days, which I wrote when I was thirty but projected much earlier, is rather that kind 
of book.

I give all this background information because I do not think one can assess a writer's motives without knowing 
something of his early development. His subject matter will be determined by the age he lives in — at least this 
is true in tumultuous, revolutionary ages like our own — but before he ever begins to write he will have 
acquired an emotional attitude from which he will never completely escape. It is his job, no doubt, to discipline 
his temperament and avoid getting stuck at some immature stage, in some perverse mood; but if he escapes 
from his early influences altogether, he will have killed his impulse to write. Putting aside the need to earn a 
living, I think there are four great motives for writing, at any rate for writing prose. They exist in different 
degrees in every writer, and in any one writer the proportions will vary from time to time, according to the 
atmosphere in which he is living. They are:

(i) Sheer egoism. Desire to seem clever, to be talked about, to be remembered after death, to get your own back 
on the grown-ups who snubbed you in childhood, etc., etc. It is humbug to pretend this is not a motive, and a 
strong one. Writers share this characteristic with scientists, artists, politicians, lawyers, soldiers, successful 
businessmen — in short, with the whole top crust of humanity. The great mass of human beings are not acutely 
selfish. After the age of about thirty they almost abandon the sense of being individuals at all — and live chiefly
for others, or are simply smothered under drudgery. But there is also the minority of gifted, willful people who 
are determined to live their own lives to the end, and writers belong in this class. Serious writers, I should say, 
are on the whole more vain and self-centered than journalists, though less interested in money.

(ii) Aesthetic enthusiasm. Perception of beauty in the external world, or, on the other hand, in words and their 
right arrangement. Pleasure in the impact of one sound on another, in the firmness of good prose or the rhythm 
of a good story. Desire to share an experience which one feels is valuable and ought not to be missed. The 
aesthetic motive is very feeble in a lot of writers, but even a pamphleteer or writer of textbooks will have pet 
words and phrases which appeal to him for non-utilitarian reasons; or he may feel strongly about typography, 
width of margins, etc. Above the level of a railway guide, no book is quite free from aesthetic considerations.

(iii) Historical impulse. Desire to see things as they are, to find out true facts and store them up for the use of 
posterity.

(iv) Political purpose. — Using the word ‘political’ in the widest possible sense. Desire to push the world in a 
certain direction, to alter other peoples’ idea of the kind of society that they should strive after. Once again, no 
book is genuinely free from political bias. The opinion that art should have nothing to do with politics is itself a 
political attitude.

It can be seen how these various impulses must war against one another, and how they must fluctuate from 
person to person and from time to time. By nature — taking your ‘nature’ to be the state you have attained when
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you are first adult — I am a person in whom the first three motives would outweigh the fourth. In a peaceful age
I might have written ornate or merely descriptive books, and might have remained almost unaware of my 
political loyalties. As it is I have been forced into becoming a sort of pamphleteer. First I spent five years in an 
unsuitable profession (the Indian Imperial Police, in Burma), and then I underwent poverty and the sense of 
failure. This increased my natural hatred of authority and made me for the first time fully aware of the existence
of the working classes, and the job in Burma had given me some understanding of the nature of imperialism: but
these experiences were not enough to give me an accurate political orientation. Then came Hitler, the Spanish 
Civil War, etc. By the end of 1935 I had still failed to reach a firm decision. I remember a little poem that I 
wrote at that date, expressing my dilemma:

A happy vicar I might have been
Two hundred years ago
To preach upon eternal doom
And watch my walnuts grow;

But born, alas, in an evil time,
I missed that pleasant haven,
For the hair has grown on my upper lip
And the clergy are all clean-shaven.

And later still the times were good,
We were so easy to please,
We rocked our troubled thoughts to sleep
On the bosoms of the trees.

All ignorant we dared to own
The joys we now dissemble;
The greenfinch on the apple bough
Could make my enemies tremble.

But girl's bellies and apricots,
Roach in a shaded stream,
Horses, ducks in flight at dawn,
All these are a dream.

It is forbidden to dream again;
We maim our joys or hide them:
Horses are made of chromium steel
And little fat men shall ride them.

I am the worm who never turned,
The eunuch without a harem;
Between the priest and the commissar
I walk like Eugene Aram;

And the commissar is telling my fortune
While the radio plays,
But the priest has promised an Austin Seven,
For Duggie always pays.
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I dreamt I dwelt in marble halls,
And woke to find it true;
I wasn't born for an age like this;
Was Smith? Was Jones? Were you?

The Spanish war and other events in 1936-37 turned the scale and thereafter I knew where I stood. Every line of
serious work that I have written since 1936 has been written, directly or indirectly, against totalitarianism and 
for democratic socialism, as I understand it. It seems to me nonsense, in a period like our own, to think that one 
can avoid writing of such subjects. Everyone writes of them in one guise or another. It is simply a question of 
which side one takes and what approach one follows. And the more one is conscious of one's political bias, the 
more chance one has of acting politically without sacrificing one's aesthetic and intellectual integrity.

What I have most wanted to do throughout the past ten years is to make political writing into an art. My starting
point is always a feeling of partisanship, a sense of injustice. When I sit down to write a book, I do not say to 
myself, ‘I am going to produce a work of art’. I write it because there is some lie that I want to expose, some 
fact to which I want to draw attention, and my initial concern is to get a hearing. But I could not do the work of 
writing a book, or even a long magazine article, if it were not also an aesthetic experience. Anyone who cares to
examine my work will see that even when it is downright propaganda it contains much that a full-time politician
would consider irrelevant. I am not able, and do not want, completely to abandon the world view that I acquired
in childhood. So long as I remain alive and well I shall continue to feel strongly about prose style, to love the 
surface of the earth, and to take a pleasure in solid objects and scraps of useless information. It is no use trying 
to suppress that side of myself. The job is to reconcile my ingrained likes and dislikes with the essentially 
public, non-individual activities that this age forces on all of us.

It is not easy. It raises problems of construction and of language, and it raises in a new way the problem of 
truthfulness. Let me give just one example of the cruder kind of difficulty that arises. My book about the 
Spanish civil war, Homage to Catalonia, is of course a frankly political book, but in the main it is written with a
certain detachment and regard for form. I did try very hard in it to tell the whole truth without violating my 
literary instincts. But among other things it contains a long chapter, full of newspaper quotations and the like, 
defending the Trotskyists who were accused of plotting with Franco. Clearly such a chapter, which after a year 
or two would lose its interest for any ordinary reader, must ruin the book. A critic whom I respect read me a 
lecture about it. ‘Why did you put in all that stuff?’ he said. ‘You've turned what might have been a good book 
into journalism.’ What he said was true, but I could not have done otherwise. I happened to know, what very 
few people in England had been allowed to know, that innocent men were being falsely accused. If I had not 
been angry about that I should never have written the book.

In one form or another this problem comes up again. The problem of language is subtler and would take too 
long to discuss. I will only say that of late years I have tried to write less picturesquely and more exactly. In any
case I find that by the time you have perfected any style of writing, you have always outgrown it. Animal Farm 
was the first book in which I tried, with full consciousness of what I was doing, to fuse political purpose and 
artistic purpose into one whole. I have not written a novel for seven years, but I hope to write another fairly 
soon. It is bound to be a failure, every book is a failure, but I do know with some clarity what kind of book I 
want to write.

Looking back through the last page or two, I see that I have made it appear as though my motives in writing 
were wholly public-spirited. I don't want to leave that as the final impression. All writers are vain, selfish, and 
lazy, and at the very bottom of their motives there lies a mystery. Writing a book is a horrible, exhausting 
struggle, like a long bout of some painful illness. One would never undertake such a thing if one were not 
driven on by some demon whom one can neither resist nor understand. For all one knows that demon is simply 
the same instinct that makes a baby squall for attention. And yet it is also true that one can write nothing 
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readable unless one constantly struggles to efface one's own personality. Good prose is like a windowpane. I 
cannot say with certainty which of my motives are the strongest, but I know which of them deserve to be 
followed. And looking back through my work, I see that it is invariably where I lacked a political purpose that I 
wrote lifeless books and was betrayed into purple passages, sentences without meaning, decorative adjectives 
and humbug generally.

1946

THE END
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