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 Why	  did	  the	  Civil	  War	  occur?	  	  
  Many	  historians	  argue	  the	  Civil	  War	  was	  really	  a	  fight	  over	  states	  

rights.	  
  Others	  argue	  the	  idea	  of	  the	  Civil	  War	  being	  fought	  over	  state	  

rights	  is	  merely	  an	  attempt	  by	  Southerners	  to	  sanitize	  their	  history.	  	  
The	  real	  cause	  of	  the	  Civil	  War,	  according	  to	  many	  historians,	  was	  
slavery.	  

  Then	  again,	  many	  say	  the	  North	  dictated	  the	  history	  of	  the	  Civil	  
War	  because	  they	  were	  the	  winners,	  so	  arguing	  that	  the	  Civil	  War	  
was	  fought	  over	  slavery	  is	  just	  the	  North	  glorifying	  their	  role	  in	  the	  
war.	  	  

  Of	  course,	  others	  say	  economic	  differences	  between	  the	  North	  and	  
South	  caused	  the	  war;	  or	  the	  breakdown	  of	  political	  institutions;	  or	  
the	  ineptitude	  of	  a	  new	  generation	  of	  political	  leaders.	  

  What	  do	  you	  think?	  



The	  First	  Battle	  of	  Bull	  Run	  was	  fought	  30	  
miles	  south	  of	  Washington	  on	  July	  21,	  1861.	  	  

One	  could	  argue	  victory	  at	  Bull	  Run	  worked	  
against	  the	  South.	  	  The	  South	  grew	  really	  
cocky	  about	  their	  win	  and	  Southern	  
overconfidence	  reduced	  enlistments	  into	  the	  
military.	  

My	  division	  stood	  like	  a	  
stonewall	  against	  those	  
inexperienced	  Union	  
soldier-‐boys.	  	  The	  Yankees	  
were	  running	  for	  their	  lives!	  	  	  
	  

Click	  on	  the	  picture	  to	  
view	  a	  cool	  animated	  
map	  of	  the	  battle	  of	  
Bull	  Run	  on	  the	  new-‐

fangled	  internet.	  

The	  North,	  on	  the	  other	  hand,	  were	  hardened	  
against	  the	  South	  and	  were	  more	  committed	  
than	  ever	  of	  defeat	  the	  Confederacy.	  	  



Lincoln	  chose	  General	  George	  McClellan	  to	  lead	  the	  
major	  Union	  army	  near	  Washington.	  	  McClellan	  was	  
highly	  regarded	  as	  a	  brilliant	  commander,	  but	  he	  was	  
overcautious	  to	  the	  point	  of	  never	  engaging	  with	  the	  
enemy.	  	  	  

	  
	  
	  

McClellan	  finally	  decided	  on	  a	  waterborne	  strategy	  
to	  attack	  the	  capital	  of	  the	  Confederacy	  –	  Richmond,	  
VA.	  	  Once	  again,	  the	  Confederacy’s	  superior	  military	  
commanders,	  such	  as	  “Stonewall”	  Jackson	  and	  
Robert	  E.	  Lee,	  	  defeated	  the	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac.	  	  	  
	  

McClellan’s	  
got	  a	  case	  of	  
the	  “slows.”	  

Lincoln	  is	  a	  
baboon.	  

Click	  on	  the	  map	  below	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  the	  
Peninsula	  Campaign.	  

	  

Ironically,	  if	  McClellan	  would	  have	  
succeeded,	  the	  war	  would	  have	  ended	  
and	  slavery	  would	  have	  survived.	  	  
Instead,	  the	  Union	  strategy	  
transitioned	  to	  destroying	  the	  South	  
militarily	  and	  economically.	  	  
	  



General	  Winfield	  	  
Scott	  

The	  blockade	  was	  
totally	  my	  idea.	  

The	  Union	  blockade	  
of	  	  Confederate	  ports	  
was	  initially	  leaky,	  
but	  eventually	  
effective.	  

While	  the	  British	  caused	  the	  Union	  
troubles	  by	  helping	  build	  ships	  for	  the	  
Confederacy,	  like	  the	  CSS	  Alabama,	  the	  
most	  alarming	  threat	  to	  the	  Union	  
blockade	  was	  the	  iron-‐plated	  
Merrimack	  because	  it	  sank	  many	  Union	  
wooden	  ships.	  	  

Go	  
Confederacy!	  

British	  dude	  



Antietam	  was	  one	  of	  the	  most	  crucial	  battles	  in	  the	  Civil	  
War	  because	  	  it	  prevented	  British	  and	  French	  recognition	  of	  
the	  Confederacy.	  

Click	  on	  the	  images	  for	  a	  cool	  interactive	  maps	  and	  videos.	  

Darn	  

The	  old	  South	  will	  be	  
destroyed	  and	  replaced	  

with	  new	  ideas.	  

Lincoln	  needed	  what	  could	  be	  
seen	  as	  a	  victory	  in	  order	  to	  
issue	  his	  Emancipation	  
Proclamation	  because	  
anything	  else	  would	  look	  like	  
he	  needed	  to	  call	  upon	  slaves	  
to	  murder	  their	  masters	  so	  
that	  the	  North	  could	  win	  the	  
war.	  



Reactions	  to	  the	  Emancipation	  
Proclamation	  were	  mixed.	  	  Many	  
northerners,	  especially	  the	  Irish	  and	  those	  
living	  in	  Border	  States	  and	  the	  “Butternut”	  
region,	  were	  unhappy	  with	  the	  change	  in	  
why	  the	  war	  was	  being	  fought.	  

Huzzah!	  
Grrrr!	  

Lincoln’s	  Emancipation	  Proclamation	  did	  not	  free	  
the	  slaves	  in	  the	  Border	  States,	  nor	  did	  it	  say	  
slavery	  could	  not	  exist	  in	  states.	  	  Using	  his	  war	  
powers,	  Lincoln	  confiscated	  “property”	  that	  was	  
helping	  the	  rebellious	  states	  fight	  against	  the	  
Union.	  



The	  thousands	  of	  black	  soldiers	  in	  the	  Union	  Army	  added	  
a	  powerful	  new	  weapon	  to	  the	  antislavery	  dimension	  of	  
the	  Union	  cause.	  	  180,000	  blacks	  served	  in	  the	  Union	  army,	  
or	  about	  10%	  of	  total	  enlistments	  in	  the	  North.	  

Click	  on	  the	  
poster	  

Slaves	  who	  stayed	  in	  the	  South	  resisted	  in	  
many	  different	  ways,	  such	  as	  diminishing	  
productivity	  and	  serving	  as	  spies	  for	  the	  
Union.	  



Lee’s	  goals	  in	  invading	  the	  North	  in	  the	  summer	  of	  
1863	  were	  to	  strengthen	  the	  Northern	  peace	  movement	  
and	  encourage	  foreign	  intervention	  in	  the	  war.	  

The	  northerly-‐
most	  point	  Lee’s	  
army	  attained.	  

Battle	  of	  
Gettysburg	  

“Stonewall”	  Jackson	  
died	  at	  Chancellorsville.	  

Click	  on	  me	  to	  
find	  out	  how	  I	  
died	  –	  it’s	  crazy	  

not	  cool.	  

Robert	  E.	  Lee	  

After	  the	  loss	  at	  Gettysburg,	  
the	  Confederate	  cause	  was	  
doomed.	  	  Yet,	  the	  South	  fought	  
for	  two	  more	  years.	  	  	  

Four	  score	  and	  
seven	  years	  ago…	  

Lincoln’s	  speech	  at	  
Gettysburg	  was	  considered	  
“silly”	  at	  the	  time	  –	  go	  figure.	  
	  



Grant’s	  capture	  of	  Vicksburg	  was	  
especially	  important	  because	  it	  
quelled	  Northern	  peace	  agitation	  and	  
cut	  off	  the	  Confederate	  trade	  route	  
across	  the	  Mississippi	  	  
	  

The	  Union	  victory	  at	  Vicksburg	  came	  
the	  day	  after	  the	  Confederate	  defeat	  at	  
Gettysburg	  –	  ouch.	  	  The	  “Butternut”	  
region	  stopped	  pushing	  for	  peace	  and	  
the	  Europe	  abandoned	  thoughts	  of	  
aiding	  the	  Confederacy.	  
	  

General	  Ulysses	  S.	  Grant	  

Victory	  
wasn’t	  easy.	  

Click	  on	  the	  picture	  
with	  Grant	  posing	  
like	  he’s	  a	  model	  for	  
a	  Sears	  magazine	  to	  
see	  why.	  



Sherman’s	  sixty-‐thousand	  strong	  army	  practiced	  
total	  war	  in	  Georgia	  and	  South	  Carolina.	  	  They	  
destroyed	  rail	  lines,	  bayoneted	  family	  portraits,	  stole	  
personal	  belongings	  from	  abandoned	  houses,	  and	  
confiscated	  crops.	  	  Click	  on	  the	  image	  and	  explore	  
the	  interactive	  map.	  

	  

Georgia’s	  conquest	  was	  entrusted	  
to	  General	  William	  Tecumseh	  
Sherman.	  

Click	  on	  the	  picture	  to	  see	  a	  video	  of	  Sherman	  burning	  
Atlanta,	  GA.	  



As	  the	  Democratic	  party	  nominee	  in	  1864,	  
General	  George	  McClellan	  repudiated	  the	  
Copperhead	  platform	  that	  called	  for	  a	  
negotiated	  settlement	  with	  the	  
Confederacy.	  
	  

The	  “Copperheads”	  were	  the	  more	  
extreme	  faction	  of	  the	  Northern	  
Peace	  Democrats	  who	  opposed	  the	  
Union	  war	  effort.	  	  They	  nominated	  	  
McClellan,	  even	  though	  McClellan	  
refused	  to	  denounce	  the	  war	  as	  a	  
failure.	  
	  

McClellan	  was	  
angry	  I	  fired	  
him	  –	  twice.	  

Lincoln	  had	  his	  own	  factions	  in	  the	  Republican	  party	  
with	  which	  to	  deal,	  such	  as	  the	  “Radical”	  Republicans.	  	  To	  
win	  the	  election,	  Lincoln	  teamed-‐up	  with	  War	  
Democrats	  and	  created	  the	  Union	  Party.	  
	  

Lincoln	  selected	  a	  War	  
Democrat	  from	  Tennessee	  
as	  his	  running	  mate	  to	  
attract	  voters	  from	  Border	  
States.	  



Lincoln’s	  election	  victory	  in	  1864	  was	  sealed	  by	  
Union	  military	  successes	  at	  Mobile,	  Atlanta,	  and	  
the	  Shenandoah	  Valley	  	  

The	  election	  of	  a	  Union	  Democratic	  president	  
was	  the	  Confederacy’s	  last	  hope	  of	  a	  victory.	  

Dag-‐
nabbit!	  

Cry	  me	  a	  
river	  

At	  least	  I’m	  
better	  looking	  

Click	  on	  Lincoln	  to	  
see	  a	  video	  of	  his	  
second	  inaugural	  
address.	  



Lincoln	  went	  through	  generals	  to	  lead	  
the	  army	  of	  the	  Potomac	  like	  toilet	  
paper,	  but	  he	  finally	  found	  a	  good	  
general	  in	  Ulysses	  S.	  Grant.	  

Grant	  took	  the	  fight	  to	  Lee	  and	  ended-‐up	  
capturing	  the	  capital	  of	  the	  Confederacy	  in	  
Richmond,	  VA.	  	  	  

General	  Lee	  surrendered	  
at	  the	  Appomattox	  
Courthouse	  in	  Virginia.	  

Click	  on	  the	  
images	  



On	  the	  night	  of	  April	  14,	  1865,	  only	  five	  days	  after	  
Lee’s	  surrender,	  Lincoln	  was	  assassinated	  by	  John	  
Wilkes	  Booth	  at	  Ford’s	  Theater.	  

Many	  Confederate	  soldiers	  cheered	  
Lincoln’s	  death,	  but,	  ironically,	  Lincoln’s	  
death	  was	  bad	  for	  the	  South	  because	  Lincoln	  
wanted	  moderation.	  	  The	  Republicans	  in	  the	  
North	  were	  left	  with	  fury	  and	  sought	  
revenge.	  

Yup,	  I	  did	  
it	  

Andrew	  Johnson,	  a	  Southern	  Democrat,	  became	  
president!	  	  He	  clashed	  with	  a	  Republican	  Congress	  and	  all	  
hell	  broke	  loose.	  



1.  What	  was	  ironic	  about	  the	  First	  Battle	  of	  Bull	  Run	  for	  
the	  South?	  	  

2.  Why	  was	  Robert	  E.	  Lee’s	  victory	  in	  the	  Peninsula	  
Campaign	  a	  tragedy	  in	  the	  long-‐run	  for	  the	  South	  
politically	  and	  economically?	  

3.  What	  was	  Lincoln’s	  view	  of	  the	  war	  in	  the	  summer	  of	  
1861?	  	  	  

4.  Why	  was	  the	  Battle	  of	  Antietam	  important	  for	  the	  North	  
politically?	  	  

5.  Why	  did	  Lincoln	  wait	  to	  issue	  the	  Emancipation	  
Proclamation?	  	  

6.  How	  did	  slaves	  contribute	  to	  the	  collapse	  of	  slavery	  and	  
the	  disintegration	  of	  the	  antebellum	  Southern	  way	  of	  
life?	  

	  
	  


