
1984 SparkNotes Summary Book 2 

Summary: Chapter I  

At work one morning, Winston walks toward the men’s room and notices the dark-haired girl with 
her arm in a sling. She falls, and when Winston helps her up, she passes him a note that reads “I love 
you.” Winston tries desperately to figure out the note’s meaning. He has long suspected that the 
dark-haired girl is a political spy monitoring his behavior, but now she claims to love him. Before 
Winston can fully comprehend this development, Parsons interrupts him with talk about his 
preparations for Hate Week. The note from the dark-haired girl makes Winston feel a sudden, 
powerful desire to live. 

After several days of nervous tension during which he does not speak to her, Winston manages to 
sit at the same lunchroom table as the girl. They look down as they converse to avoid being noticed, 
and plan a meeting in Victory Square where they will be able to hide from the telescreens amid the 
movement of the crowds. They meet in the square and witness a convoy of Eurasian prisoners 
being tormented by a venomous crowd. The girl gives Winston directions to a place where they can 
have their tryst, instructing him to take a train from Paddington Station to the countryside. They 
manage to hold hands briefly. 

Summary: Chapter II  

Executing their plan, Winston and the girl meet in the country. Though he has no idea what to 
expect, Winston no longer believes that the dark-haired girl is a spy. He worries that there might be 
microphones hidden in the bushes, but feels reassured by the dark-haired girl’s evident experience. 
She tells him that her name is Julia, and tears off her Junior Anti-Sex League sash. Winston becomes 
aroused when they move into the woods, and they make love; the experience is nearly identical to 
the passionate sexual encounter about which Winston has dreamed. Afterward, Winston asks Julia 
if she has done this before, and she replies that she has—scores of times. Thrilled, he tells her that 
the more men she has been with, the more he loves her, since it means that more Party members 
are committing crimes. 

Summary: Chapter III 

The next morning, Julia makes the practical preparations for their return to London, and she and 
Winston head back to their normal lives. Over the coming weeks, they arrange several brief 
meetings in the city. At a rendezvous in a ruined church, Julia tells Winston about living in a hostel 
with thirty other girls, and about her first illicit sexual encounter. Unlike Winston, Julia is not 
interested in widespread rebellion; she simply likes outwitting the party and enjoying herself. She 
explains to Winston that the Party prohibits sex in order to channel the sexual frustration of the 
citizenry into fervent opposition to Party enemies and impassioned worship of Big Brother. 

Winston tells Julia about a walk he once took with his ex-wife Katherine, during which he thought 
about pushing her off of a cliff. He says that it would not have mattered whether he pushed her or 
not, because it is impossible to win against the forces of oppression that govern their lives. 

Summary: Chapter IV 



Winston looks around the little room above Mr. Charrington’s shop, which he has rented—foolishly, 
he thinks—for his affair with Julia. Outside, a burly, red-armed woman sings a song and hangs up 
her laundry. Winston and Julia have been busy with the city’s preparations for Hate Week, and 
Winston has been frustrated by their inability to meet. The problem was exacerbated by the fact 
that Julia has had her period. Winston wishes that he and Julia could lead a more leisurely, romantic 
life, like an old, married couple. 

Julia comes into the room with sugar, coffee, and bread—luxuries only members of the Inner Party 
could normally obtain. She puts on makeup, and her beauty and femininity overwhelm Winston. 
Lounging in bed in the evening, Julia sees a rat; Winston, afraid of rats more than anything else, is 
horrified. Julia looks through the room, and notices the paperweight. Winston tells her that the 
paperweight is a link to the past. They sing the song about St. Clement’s Church, and Julia says that 
one day she will clean the old picture of the church. When Julia leaves, Winston sits gazing into the 
crystal paperweight, imagining living inside it with Julia in an eternal stasis. 

Summary: Chapter V 

As Winston predicted would happen, Syme vanishes. During the preparations for Hate Week, the 
city comes alive with the heat of the summer, and even the proles seem rowdy. Parsons hangs 
streamers everywhere and his children sing a new song, called “Hate Song,” written in celebration 
of the event. Winston becomes increasingly obsessed with the room above Mr. Charrington’s shop, 
thinking about it even when he cannot go there. He fantasizes that Katherine will die, which would 
allow him to marry Julia; he even dreams of altering his identity to become a prole. Winston and 
Julia talk about the Brotherhood; he tells her about the strange kinship he feels with O’Brien, and 
she tells him that she believes the war and Party enemies like Emmanuel Goldstein to be Party 
inventions. Winston is put off by her thoughtless lack of concern, and scolds her for being a rebel 
only from the waist down. 

Summary: Chapter VI  

O’Brien makes contact with Winston, who has been waiting for this moment all his life. During his 
brief meeting with O’Brien in the hallway at the Ministry of Truth, Winston is anxious and excited. 
O’Brien alludes to Syme and tells Winston that he can see a Newspeak dictionary if he will come to 
O’Brien’s house one evening. Winston feels that his meeting with O’Brien continues a path in his life 
begun the day of his first rebellious thought. He thinks gloomily that this path will lead him to the 
Ministry of Love, where he expects to be killed. Though he accepts his fate, he is thrilled to have 
O’Brien’s address. 

Summary: Chapter VII 

One morning, Winston wakes up crying in the room above Mr. Charrington’s antiques shop. Julia is 
with him, and asks him what is wrong. He tells her that he has been dreaming of his mother, and 
that until that moment, he has subconsciously believed that he murdered her. He is suddenly 
gripped with a sequence of memories that he had repressed. He remembers his childhood after his 
father left: he, his mother, and his baby sister spent most of their time in underground shelters 
hiding from air raids, often going without food. Consumed by hunger, Winston stole some chocolate 
from them and ran away, never to see them again. He hates the Party for having eliminated human 
feelings. He believes that the proles are still human, but that Party members like him and Julia are 
forced to suppress their own feelings to the point that they become virtually inhuman. 



Winston and Julia worry because they know that if they are captured, they will be tortured and 
possibly killed, and that renting the room above Mr. Charrington’s shop dramatically increases the 
likelihood that they will be captured. Fretfully, they reassure one another that although the torture 
will undoubtedly make them confess their crimes, it cannot make them stop loving each other. They 
agree that the wisest course of action would be to leave the room forever, but they cannot. 

Summary: Chapter VIII 

The two take a serious risk by traveling to O’Brien’s together. Inside his sumptuous apartment, 
O’Brien shocks Winston by turning off the telescreen. Believing that he is free of the Party’s 
observation, Winston boldly declares that he and Julia are enemies of the Party and wish to join the 
Brotherhood. O’Brien tells them that the Brotherhood is real, that Emmanuel Goldstein exists and is 
alive, and leads them through a ritual song to initiate them into the order of rebellion. O’Brien gives 
them wine, and Winston proposes that they drink to the past. Julia leaves, and O’Brien promises to 
give Winston a copy of Goldstein’s book, the manifesto of the revolution. O’Brien tells Winston that 
they might meet again one day. Winston asks if he means in the place where there is no darkness, 
and O’Brien confirms by repeating the phrase. O’Brien fills Winston in on the missing verses from 
the St. Clement’s Church rhyme. As Winston leaves, O’Brien turns on the telescreen and returns to 
his work. 

Summary: Chapter IX 

After a ninety-hour workweek, Winston is exhausted. In the middle of Hate Week, Oceania has 
switched enemies and allies in the ongoing war, heaping upon Winston a tremendous amount of 
work to compensate for the change. At one rally, the speaker is forced to change his speech halfway 
through to point out that Oceania is not, and has never been, at war with Eurasia. Rather, the 
speaker says, Oceania is, and always has been, at war with Eastasia. The people become 
embarrassed about carrying the anti-Eurasia signs and blame Emmanuel Goldstein’s agents for 
sabotaging them. Nevertheless, they exhibit full-fledged hatred for Eastasia. 

In the room at Mr. Charrington’s, Winston reads through Goldstein’s The Theory and Practice of 
Oligarchical Collectivism, given to him by O’Brien. This lengthy book, with chapter titles taken from 
party slogans such as “WAR IS  PEACE”  and “ IGN ORANCE IS  ST REN G T H,”  traces a theory 
of social classes throughout recent history: High Class, Middle Class, and Low Class—the Inner 
Party, the Outer Party, and the Proles. According to the manifesto, Eurasia was created when Russia 
subsumed all of Europe, Oceania was created when the United States absorbed the British Empire, 
and Eastasia is made up of the remaining nations. These three nations keep their respective 
populaces preoccupied with a perpetual border war in order to preserve power among the High 
class. Goldstein writes that the war never advances significantly, as no two allied nations can defeat 
the third. The war is simply a fact of life that enables the ruling powers to keep the masses ignorant 
of life in other places—the real meaning of the phrase “ W AR IS  PEACE.”   

As Winston reads, Julia enters the room and flings herself into his arms. She is casually glad to know 
that he has the book. After half an hour in bed together, during which they hear the red-armed 
woman singing outside, Winston reads to Julia from the book. Goldstein explains that the control of 
history is a central tool of the Party. He adds that doublethink allows Inner Party members to be the 
most zealous about pursuing the war mentality, even though they know the falsity of the histories 
they write. Winston finally asks Julia if she is awake—she is not—and falls asleep himself. His last 
thought is that “sanity is not statistical.” 



Summary: Chapter X 

While Winston lies in bed the next morning, the red-armed woman outside begins to sing, waking 
Julia. Winston looks at the woman through the window, admires her fertility, and imagines that the 
proles will one day give rise to a race of conscious, independent individuals who will throw off the 
yoke of Party control. Winston and Julia look at the woman and realize that although they are 
doomed, she might hold the key to the future. Both Winston and Julia say, “We are the dead,” and 
out of the shadows a third voice interjects, “You are the dead.” Suddenly, the two realize that a 
telescreen is hidden behind the picture of St. Clement’s Church. Stomping boots echo from outside; 
the house is surrounded. A familiar voice speaks the last lines of the St. Clement’s rhyme: “Here 
comes a candle to light you to bed / Here comes a chopper to chop off your head!” The window 
shatters, and black-clad troops pour in. They smash the paperweight, and Winston thinks about its 
smallness. The troops kick Winston and beat Julia. Winston becomes disoriented; he cannot tell the 
time on the old-fashioned clock in the room. As the troops restrain Winston, Mr. Charrington enters 
the room and orders someone to pick up the shards from the shattered paperweight. Winston 
realizes that Mr. Charrington’s voice was the one coming from the telescreen, and that Mr. 
Charrington is a member of the Thought Police. 

 


