
Agenda- Intro to CER

1. Set up notebook: Unit 2 Table of contents 
2. Video- “ My dad’s an alien”
3. Practice: Claim, evidence, and reasoning
4. Read science article in class



Objective:
Construct an argument focused on an article’s 
content by: 
-identifying the claim, 
-providing evidence to support the claim
-use scientific reasoning to explain how the provided
evidence supports the stated claim.



In science notebook: 1. FOLD page hot dog style
2. DIVIDE into 3 sections
3. WRITE in: Claim (red), 

Evidence (green), and 
Reasoning(purple)



Video:
 “My dad...”

1. What is the little 
girl’s claim?

2. What is the 
evidence for her
claim?



In your notebook: 
Claim

 Write a statement that 
responds to the question.

What is her claim?
Think for 30 seconds



Claim
 Write a statement 
that responds to 

the question.
● Her dad is an 

______.

In your notebook, write:



In your notebook: Evidence
Provide scientific data to 

support your claim. 
(You should only use appropriate 

(relevant) data and include enough data
to convince someone that your claim is 

correct)

What is the evidence?
Think for 1 minute.



Evidence
Provide scientific data to support your claim. 
(You should only use appropriate (relevant) data 
and include enough data to convince someone 

that your claim is correct)
● Speaks a _____ language
● Has a _______
● From a place with a weird ___
● Drinks ______stuff
● Looks _____



Reasoning- Pair-Share 
1.Talk with your partner for 5 minutes.
2.What would be the reasoning?

Remember to...

● Explain why the evidence(data)supports your
claim

● In other words, how does your 
evidence(data) prove your point?

BE PREPARED TO SHARE OUT



Reasoning
Explain why your evidence (data) supports your claim. 

In other words, how does your data prove your point? Your explanation must 
include scientific principles/knowledge that you have about the topic to prove that 

your evidence supports your claim.
The little girl’s dad is an ______. Aliens drink ______stuff and they speak a 
______language. They have ________to travel in. Aliens also look ______. They
come from places that have weird ________. They also walk funny.** The little 
girl’s dad drinks__________, he has a __________ of his own and he 
walks______. He also looks weird, like an alien. Her dad speaks 
a_______language and finally, he is from a place with a _______name. 
Therefore, her dad is an alien. 

**Note to students: This of course would be background knowledge that a little girl of her age would have (or 
assume she has) about aliens, for this example. C-E-Rs otherwise will be based on factual information.



Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning- Article
5th period- “Gaining Ground” Scholastic Vol 70 #11
6th period- “Sand Wars!” Scholastic Vol. 73 #12

All CER article assignments are due ONE WEEK from
when it was assigned.

Use template if needed.



Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning

Step 1:  Read AND annotate the article. 
Step 2: Using the One Pager CER Reading Rubric, create a one-pager with 
the following:
1. Title of article and author
2. Claim
3. Evidence
4. Reasoning
5. Vocabulary terms
6. Illustration and border illustrations

Due: 1 week from today.

SEE HANDOUT






