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Mission Statement  
 

The mission of the West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District,  
valuing our tradition of excellence, is to develop all of our students as  

passionate, confident, life-long learners who have competence  
and strength of character to realize their aspirations and thoughtfully  

contribute to a diverse and changing world. 

 

 

Core Values 
 

We believe that continuous learning is essential for  
individual fulfillment and for the advancement of society. 

 
We believe that every individual has intrinsic worth.  

  
We believe that embracing diversity  

enriches and empowers our community. 
 

We believe that honesty, integrity, and trust  
are cornerstones for continuing excellence. 

 
We believe that people reach their highest potential  

when challenged to believe it is possible. 
 

We believe that openness to change is essential  
to progress and future viability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
The West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School District will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, ancestry, age, political affiliation, sex, armed forces liability, physical handicap, or social or 
economic status in its educational programs or activities and employment policies as required by Title IX of the 
Educational Amendments of 1972 and N.J.A.C. 6:4-1.1 et. seq. 
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Introduction 
 
This catalog is a valuable reference manual for students, 
parents, and school personnel actively involved in curriculum 
planning at West Windsor – Plainsboro High School North 
and South.  It is a complete guide to the possible course 
offerings at WWPHS.  Each department has described its 
specific course offerings, highlighting the chief components of 
each course.   
 

Please understand that final decisions regarding the actual 
offering of any particular course for the 2014-15 school year 
will be dependent upon enrollment and budget constraints.  
Therefore, not all classes listed in this catalog are guaranteed 
to run every school year. 
 

Planning an individual student's high school program of 
studies demands a cooperative effort between home and 
school.  The program of studies that a student pursues in high 
school should reflect his or her aspirations, achievements, and 
aptitudes. The courses at West Windsor - Plainsboro High 
School North and South provide students with many 
opportunities to meet their educational needs.  Beyond state, 
district, college and career requirements, the students are 
encouraged to select courses that will be academically 
stimulating and personally enriching. In selecting particular 
courses, the following criteria should be considered.  Does the 
course: 
 

a. Meet the high school graduation requirements? 
b. Provide an outlet for interests in specific subject areas? 
c. Reflect a significant proficiency level? 
d. Provide a background for post high school plans leading 

to career options?  
e. Meet general college entrance requirements? 
f. Meet college entrance requirements specific to schools in 

which you are interested? 
 

Please note the following when planning your program:  
 

a. Make sound initial choices.  Initial low enrollment totals 
may lead to the cancellation of a course thus decreasing 
the options for change once the master schedule is 
complete. 

b. Choose courses not teachers. Students and parents 
should not make the mistake of choosing or refusing a 
course based on their perception of a particular 
instructor.  Each choice should be based on the merits of 
the course content and its value to the student's specific 
needs. Please understand that requests for schedule 
adjustments based on the issue of personnel will not be 
honored.  

c. Discuss specific subject area choices with teachers and/or 
department supervisors who can share valuable insight 
into the nature of specific courses. 

d. When planning course level placement, consider taking 
the most challenging course load that you can handle 
without creating an undue burden.  It may be better for 
students to experience success in an appropriate 
placement than to experience extreme difficulty in an 
inappropriate placement. 

 

 
Any inquiries regarding scheduling should first be directed 
to the student's school counselor. 
 

Counseling & Guidance Services 
 
The programs that individuals pursue in high school should 
reflect their aspirations, aptitudes, and achievements. 
Because individuals differ, programs too, must differ. Since 
post-high school requirements for employment, college or 
vocational technical training are constantly changing, 
students must frequently reevaluate themselves in terms of 
their immediate and long-range goals. 
 

Parents/guardians are expected to assist the student in the 
development of a curriculum plan.  They should monitor the 
student's performance and progress.  School counselors are 
resources to both students and adults in the development and 
monitoring of educational programs and are available for 
consultation. Additionally, school counselors conduct 
individual conferences and group lessons to help students 
with educational planning. 
 

Students who are having severe difficulty in reading, 
mathematics, and/or writing may receive supplemental 
instruction upon the recommendation of the department 
supervisor and/or the evaluation and approval of Special 
Services. Parents or students may initiate this service by 
contacting the appropriate department supervisor, school 
counselor or Child Study Team case manager. 
 

Lead Counselors:  Lee Riley, High School North – 
Michelle Walsh, High School South 
 

Guidance Staff: Michael Alberto -  Chelsea Allen -  
Eric Becker - Jenna Cavadas - Melissa DeMuth - Antonella 
Facchini - Laura Foster - Mary Fregosi - Debra Levinson - 
Neeru Narang - Brooke Parrott - Theresa Riley - Molly 
Rooney - Cheryl Smith. 
 

Child Study Team Staff: - Anita Anantharaman - Rachaele 
Cianci - Alba Fynn - Mary Jane Gosselin - Mary Kate 
Gonzales - Diane Lantz-Hecker - Diane Heiser - Sue Kemler 
- Alexandra Lawrence - Diane McGovern-Jennifer Medina - 
Lori Moser - Donna Ritz - Leslie Wyers.   
 

Course Levels 
 
It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to review 
course eligibility and requests through the Parent Portal in 
Infinite Campus.  Initial course level eligibility is based on 
1st semester average and successful completion of 
prerequisite courses.  Students and parents/guardians who 
would like a reevaluation of course eligibility must request a 
course entrance criteria review by April 1st.   
 
There are two levels of courses utilized for the purpose of 
calculating weighted grade point average. 
 

1. Weighted:  
AP (Advanced Placement courses) 
HNS (Honors courses) 
PU (Princeton University courses) 
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2. Unweighted:  
 Any course not designated AP, HNS, or PU. 
       AP, HNS and all courses taken at Princeton University are      
       weighted.  Grade point equivalents increase for grades   
       earned in weighted courses.  For example:  Standard "B"     
       = 3.0, HNS "B" = 4.0.  
 

Both weighted and unweighted grade point averages (WGPA 
and GPA) are calculated.  Weighted grade point average is 
based on an open-ended scale beginning with 0.00 and having 
no ceiling.  Only the final grade achieved in each course is 
used to compute GPA and WGPA.  All graded (non-pass/fail) 
courses (with the exception of Physical Education) are used in 
the calculation of WGPA.  Physical Education is only 
calculated in unweighted GPA.  Please note that while 
Physical Education is not factored into the weighted GPA, 
Health Education is part of the weighted GPA.  A student's 
cumulative GPA and WGPA are tabulated and posted on the 
transcript at the conclusion of each school year.  Coursework 
will not count towards WGPA or GPA unless there is a formal 
articulation agreement between that institution and WWPHS.  
Each letter grade is assigned a numeric equivalent as indicated 
in the following table: 

                    Numeric Equivalents 

              WEIGHTED      UNWEIGHTED 
Grade Grading Scale AP/HNS/PU          Standard 
A 90 - 100  5.00  4.00 
B 80 - 89  4.00  3.00 
C 70 - 79  3.00  2.00 
D  60 - 69  2.00  1.00 
F 0  -  59  0      0 
 
Steps in determining GPA & WGPA: 
  
1. For each graded (non-pass/fail) course the student 

completes, with the exception of physical education for 
WGPA, multiply the numeric equivalent of the grade 
received times the number of credits earned to determine 
the number of quality points awarded. 

 

2. Determine the sum of quality points earned for all courses 
for each separate year. 

 

3. Divide the quality point total for one year by the total 
number of credits attempted for that year.  This will yield 
the grade point average for that year.  The same method is 
used for calculating WGPA and GPA.  For AP, HNS, and 
PU courses, grade point equivalents increase 1.0.  

 

4. To determine the overall GPA or WGPA, divide the total 
number of weighted quality points earned (sum of quality 
points from each year in high school) by the total number 
of credits attempted (sum of all credits attempted in high 
school). 

Important additional procedures:  

 All students who are enrolled at WWPHS North or South 
by the first day of their fourth or senior year shall have 
their grade point average calculated. 

 With regard to transfer students, WWPHS North and 
South shall consider as weighted those courses taken at 
other schools when the corresponding WWPHS course is 
weighted. 

 All summer school make-up courses taken in approved 
programs shall be non-weighted.  A pass/fail grade will 
be recorded resulting in no adjustment to the student's 
GPA. 

 Sequential courses taken at Princeton University with 
the approval of the appropriate supervisor and the 
guidance director shall be given a letter grade and be 
weighted. Students shall receive 3.0 high school credits 
for each successfully completed semester course. 

 Independent study shall be graded pass-fail and be non-
weighted. 

 See page 8 for recording of non-traditional coursework 
on the WWPHS permanent record. 
 

Scheduling Parameters 
 
Minimum Scheduling Requirements: 
 

Every West Windsor - Plainsboro High School North and 
South student should be scheduled for a minimum of 30 
credits per year.  Within the school day, students should be 
scheduled for seven classes and a study hall.  
 

Graduation Requirements 
 
In order for a student to graduate and receive a high school 
diploma from West Windsor - Plainsboro High School North 
or South, each student must: 
 

A.  Pass the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) or 
equivalent NJDOE graduation assessment.  
 

And  
 

B.  Fulfill the requirements as described utilizing one or both 
of the following two options: 
 

1) Earn a minimum of 120 credits by successful completion 
of the prescribed courses listed in the chart on the following 
page. This requirement may be met in whole or in part 
through a traditional program where a “credit” means the 
award for student participation in the equivalent of a class 
period of instruction (commonly referred to as "option 1").   
 

Each full year course that meets routinely for one non-extended 
class period shall yield 5 credits.  Semester courses that meet 
routinely for one non-extended class period shall yield 2.5 credits 
and quarter courses meeting routinely for one class period shall 
yield 1.25 credits.  Courses meeting for extended periods, a 
portion of a year, or a portion of a week shall be prorated.  For 
example, a lab course shall be awarded 1.0 additional credits if 
that class routinely meets an additional 20 minutes per four-day 
cycle. 
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Graduation Requirements Chart* 
 

 Entering 2011, ’12, ’13, ‘14  
Class of 2015, ’16, ’17, ‘18 

Language Arts 
Literacy1 At least 20 credits 

Social Studies2 
Am.  History  
World History 

 
At  least 10 credits 

At least 5 credits 

Science3 At least 15 credits 

Mathematics4 
At least 15 credits including 
algebra I and geometry or the 
content equivalent 

Health, Safety, and 
Physical Education5 

At least 5 credits for each year 
of enrollment  

Visual and  
Performing Arts6 At least  5 credits 

21st  Century Life 
and Careers or 
Vocational Technical 
Education7 

At least 5 credits 

 
World Languages8 
 

At least 10 credits or student 
demonstration of proficiency for 
all students who have attended a 
WWPRSD high school full time 
for three years or more.  At least 
5 credits or student 
demonstration of proficiency for 
all other students.   

Financial, Economic 
Business, and 
Entrepreneurial 
Literacy9 

At least 2.5 credits 

Technological 
Literacy 

Integrated throughout the 
curriculum 

Total Minimum 
Credits Required 120 

 

1  Language Arts Program Requirements:  See page 13 
 
2 Social Studies: 15 credits including satisfaction of NJSA 18A:35-1 

and 2; five credits in world history; and the integration of civics, 
economics, geography and global content in all course offerings.   

 
3 Science: 15 credits including at least 5 credits in laboratory 

biology/life science or the content equivalent and, beginning with 
the class of 2014, one additional laboratory/inquiry-based 
science course which shall include chemistry, environmental 
science or physics.  Beginning with the class of 2016, a third 
laboratory/inquiry based science course is required.   

 
4  Math: Beginning with the class of 2016, 15 credits including 
   algebra I and geometry or the content equivalent* and a third year 
   of math that builds on the concepts and skills of algebra and 
   geometry and prepares students for college and 21st century 
   careers.  
 
 

5 Health, Safety, and Physical Education: Includes driver 
 education theory and family life education.  Students with an 
authorized excuse may be excused from the physical activity part of 
the regular program and will be assigned an alternative activity.  
This core curriculum content area is required for every year of 
student attendance in grades 9-12.  A minimum of 3 3/4 (150 
minutes per week) or a maximum of 5 credits will be awarded for 
each year of successful participation. 
 

6 Visual & Performing Arts:  We may count all courses in the Music 
Dept., all courses in the Art Department, English electives 
(Speech/Drama, Dramatic Arts, Advanced Drama), and 
Business/Computer Department electives (Graphic Computer 
Applications I and II). Also, practical arts courses that have “a 
visual component” and are aligned with the NJDOE Core Content 
Standards may be considered such as TV Production starting with 
the class of 2018. Also, related offerings within the Program of 
Studies which are certified by the principal under 6A:8-5.1(a)1.ii 
may be used to fulfill this requirement. 

  
7 21st Century Life and Careers or Vocational-Technical 

Education:  We may count all courses in the Life Skills Dept.;  all 
courses in the Business/Computer Dept. with the exception of  AP 
Computer Science A , Advanced Topics in Computer Science and 
Graphic Computer Applications I and II;  Senior Option; 
International Business and Cultures; IPLE; Economics/Social 
Problems; Fundamentals of Sports Medicine; Broadcast Writing;  
Advanced Broadcast Writing; TV Production; Journalism; 
Advanced Journalism Honors;  or Vocational Technical 
Education. Also, related offerings within the Program of Studies 
which are certified by the principal under 6A:8-5.1(a)1.ii may be 
used to fulfill this requirement. 

 
8  World Language: All students will be encouraged to fulfill the two 

year World Language requirement. Students may choose to fulfill 
the West Windsor-Plainsboro World Language High School 
Graduation Requirement by demonstrating the proficiency level of 
Intermediate Mid, as defined by the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  Students must contact 
the Supervisor of World Languages, who will provide the student 
with the information necessary for an approved competency-based 
assessment.  The student is responsible for the expense of the 
assessment, as well as the registration/paperwork concerning all 
aspects of the assessment.  In order to use this process for 
placement, students must take the assessment by March 15th of the 
prior academic year.  Credit towards the high school graduation 
requirement (10 credits) will be received according to the level of 
both the oral and writing proficiency.  If the student receives two 
different proficiency levels on the oral and writing, the lowest level 
will be granted credit (Example: OPI: Novice High (5 credits) and 
WPT Intermediate Mid (10 credits).  Only a total of 5 credits will 
be awarded).  Please refer to the following guidelines for credit: 
Novice High/Intermediate Low: 5 credits; Intermediate Mid or 
above: 10 credits. This is an option ii pathway according to the 
State of New Jersey.   If the students wish to receive credit, this 
would be considered one of the two courses they are permitted to 
do per academic year.  If students only wish to use this for 
placement, it will not be considered for credit. 

  
Any student may appeal to the building Principal for exemption 
from the two year requirement.  Students whose appeal is approved 
will be held to the NJDOE one year World Language requirement.  
Automatic exemptions (no appeal to the Principal necessary) 
include transfer students who enter WWPHS any time after 
September 30 of their 10th grade year.  These students will be held 
to the NJDOE one year World Language requirement.  Shared time 
students who attend Vocational-Technical School for part of the 
day during their 11th and 12th grade years will be held to the one 
year World Language requirement. Individual students with 
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disabilities who have irresolvable scheduling conflicts would need to 
fulfill the one year World Language requirement. LEP students who 
demonstrate proficiency in their native language, or another 
language, would be exempt. LEP students who take an additional 
English or English as a Second Language (ESL) class may use that 
second English class to fulfill the requirement.  
 
9 Financial, Economic Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy: At 
least 2.5 credits is required for Financial, Economic Business and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy.  Consumer Economics, International 
Business and Cultures and Economics and Social Problems in 
American Society will fulfill this requirement.   

 The course requirements shall include statutory mandates as follow.  
 

Currently, these would include United States and New Jersey history 
in N.J.S.A. 18A:35-1 and 2; civics in N.J.S.A. 18A:35-3; agricultural 
science in N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.13; health, safety, and physical 
education in N.J.S.A. 18A:35-5, 6, 7, and 8; the Holocaust and 
genocides in N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28; and credit for seniors in active 
military service in N.J.S.A. 18A:36-17.  
 
The Board of Education, through the IEP process and pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.12, may, for individual students with disabilities as 
defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3, specify alternate requirements for a 
State-endorsed diploma. Students with disabilities as defined in 
N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3 or eligible under Section 504 may demonstrate 
that they have attained State minimum levels of proficiency through 
the SRA process if specified in the student’s Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or Section 504 accommodation plan.  
 
Or 
 

2) The 120-credit requirement set forth above may be met in 
part through program completion (commonly referred to as 
"option ii").   
 

The January 2004 amendment to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1 
clarifies that the Board of Education, in developing their 
graduation requirements, may use a combination rather than 
limiting themselves to only one of the options.  Under “Option 
ii”, the Board of Education may utilize performance or 
competency assessment to approve student completion of 
programs aimed at meeting or exceeding the Core Curriculum 
Content Standards at the secondary level, including those 
occurring all or in part prior to a student’s high school 
enrollment.  Activities and programs developed in accordance 
with option ii shall include appropriate assessments that 
ensure student achievements meet or exceed the Core 
Curriculum Content Standards.  
 

The principal shall certify completion of curricular activities 
or programs based upon specified instructional objectives 
aimed at meeting or exceeding the Core Curriculum Content 
Standards. 
 

The Board of Education may recognize successful completion 
of an accredited college course that assures achievement of 
knowledge and skills as delineated in the Core Curriculum 
Content Standards or includes learning that builds on and goes 
beyond the standards.  
 

Note: Minimum graduation requirements, as prescribed in 
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1, do not equate to college admission 
requirements. 
 
 

 

WW-P Elective Courses by Graduation 
Requirement 

 
Visual and Performing Arts (5 Credits Required) 
 

Art Department Credits 
ARD100V   Art Foundation              5  
ARD110V   Drawing I                        2.5 
ARD112V   Painting I                        2.5 
ARD120V   Drawing II                       2.5 
ARD122V   Painting II                       2.5 
ARD130V   Ceramics                        2.5 
ARD132V   Sculpture                  2.5 
ARD160V   Photography I                2.5 
ARD162V   Photography II               2.5 
ARD175V   AP Studio Art                5 
ARD185V   AP Art History               5 
 

Business/Comp Science Department Credits  
CBD200V   Graphic Computer Apps I   2.5 
CBD202V   Graphic Computer Apps II  2.5 
 

Language Arts Department  Credits  
LAD630C  TV Production 5 
LAD640V  Speech/Drama 5 
LAD650V  Dramatic Arts 5 
LAD660V  Advanced Drama                        5 
 

Music Department Credits 
MUD100  Music Theory I   5 
MUD110  Music Theory II  5 
MUD120  Chorale   5 
MUD130  Concert Choir   5 
MUD140  Concert Band   5 
MUD150  Advanced Concert Band  5 
MUD160  String Ensemble  5 
MUD170  Symphony Orchestra  5 
 
            
Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 
or Vocational Technical Education (5 Credits Required)  

 

Business/Comp Science Dept. Credits 
CBD150C   Accounting I                              5 
CBD160C   Accounting II                              5 
CBD100C   Computer Apps               2.5 
CBD102C   Integrated Computer Apps 2.5 
CBD210C   Digital Media   5 
CBD220      Computer Programming I 2.5 
CBD222      Computer Programming II 2.5 
CBD260      Sr. Option    10 
 

Life Skills Department Credits 
LSD100   Fashion Strategies  5 
LSD120   Culinary Arts   5 
LSD130   International Foods  5 
LSD140   Creative Cooking & Catering      5 
LSD150   Child Growth & Dev.  5 
LSD160   Youth Teaching Youth  5 
LSD170   Consumer Economics  5 
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Social Studies Department Credits 
SSD400C  Intl Bus & Cult         5 
SSD420C  Legal & Political Experiences 5 
SSD430C  Economics/Social Problems  5 
 
Health and Physical Education Credits 
PED020  Fundamentals of Sports Medicine 5 
 

Language Arts Department           Credits           
LAD600C   Broadcast Writing  5 
LAD610C   Adv. Broadcast Writing 1 5 
LAD620C   Adv. Broadcast Writing 2 5 
LAD630C   TV Production 5 
LAD670C   Journalism   5 
LAD675C   Advanced Journalism HNS 5 
LAD685C   Advanced Journalism HNS II    5 
 

Other Programs Credits 
XXD110  Performing Arts 1  20 
XXD115  Performing Arts 2  20 
XXD100  AM Tech School   20  
XXD105  PM Tech School   20 

 
Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial 
Literacy (2.5 Credits Required)  

 

Life Skills Department  Credits   
LSD170   Consumer Economics  5 
 

Social Studies Department  Credits 
SSD400C  International Business and Cult 5 
SSD430C  Economics/Social Problems  5 
   
College Admission Requirements: 
Minimum graduation requirements should not be confused 
with college admission requirements. The general rule of 
thumb for most four-year colleges is that applicants should 
have completed a minimum of 16 "Academic Units" upon 
graduation. Normally, "Academic Units" are considered to be 
full year courses in college preparatory Math, Science, 
English, Social Studies and World Language.   
WWPHS North and South courses, which count as academic 
units, depend upon the discretion of each individual college 
admissions department.  Good grades in quality courses will 
enhance admission chances. 
 

Admission to colleges and universities varies from easy to 
extremely competitive. Families should familiarize themselves 
with the various types of colleges and the degree of difficulty 
for admission.  
 

Students should begin the planning process when selecting 
courses for the high school years. The college preparatory 
curriculum is a four-year course of study; therefore, families 
should design a four-year plan that is reviewed and revised 
annually. 
 

Planning for the World of Work: 
Students planning to enter the world of work immediately 
after graduation from high school may wish to concentrate on 
course sequences that provide some vocational preparation.  In 
addition to the courses required for high school graduation, 
students are encouraged to consider elective course work in 

areas of interest.   All students are encouraged to take 
courses in computer applications. 
 

Students wishing specific skill preparation while in high 
school may choose to attend Mercer County Technical 
School (www.mcts.edu) or Middlesex County Vocational 
School (www.mcvts.net).  Each school has specific 
application procedures; consult with your counselor for more 
information. 
 
Course Work Taken Prior to High School: 
High school level courses taken prior to grade 9 through the 
Option ii process may be used to meet prerequisites or 
advancement in a particular subject area.  However, because 
graduation credit requirements may only be met by courses 
taken in grades 9-12, high school level courses taken prior to 
grade 9 are not included in GPA or credits earned, nor are 
they listed on the high school transcript. Grade 9 begins 
upon graduation from grade 8.   
 
Grade Level Promotion Requirements: 
In order for students to be promoted to the next grade level, 
they must have successfully completed a required amount of 
credits during the school year (September through August). 
These minimums coincide with athletic and co-curricular 
eligibility requirements. 

 

9th to 10th grade: 30 Credits  
10th to 11th grade:  60 Credits  
11th to 12th grade:  90 Credits  

 

This is for graduation and eligibility tracking purposes only.  
It will not affect the student’s ability to participate in grade 
level determined social activities. 
 
Athletic & Co-Curricular Eligibility: 
The Board of Education recognizes the primary 
responsibility of the school system is to educate all students 
to the maximum levels possible.  Although the academic 
program has first priority, student activities are an important 
part of the total learning experience.  The Board of 
Education, therefore, has an obligation to provide an 
opportunity for students to participate in a full range of 
activities, while ensuring that the student's academic 
progress is sufficient to support this participation. School 
activities are defined as: 

 All interscholastic athletic teams 
 All non-athletic co-curricular activities 

 

Any student who wishes to compete in interscholastic sports 
must meet the minimum credit requirements established by 
the New Jersey Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(NJSIAA).  WWPHS North and South will also follow this 
policy for co-curricular activities. Eligibility for activities 
will be determined on a semester-by-semester basis. A 
student must have passed 30 credits in the previous year to 
be eligible for participation in activities offered in the fall 
and /or winter. Students who have not attained the required 
30 credits at the end of the regular school year may attend an 
approved summer program in order to gain credits for 
fall/winter eligibility. To be eligible for activities offered in 
the spring a student must be passing 15 credits at the 
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conclusion of the fall semester. For full year courses, one half 
of the full year’s credit is allocated to the first semester.  
Spring eligibility credit allocation is determined by looking at 
the fall cumulative semester grades issued by the teachers.   
 
Participation in College Athletics:  
 

Students intending to participate in NCAA Division I or II 
college athletics as a freshman must be certified by the NCAA 
Eligibility Center.  Certain academic criteria in high school 
must be achieved in order to be eligible to participate in 
college.  For a list of WW-P approved courses, go to: 
www.eligibilitycenter.org and click on “College-Bound 
Student-Athletes / Resources / US Students / List of NCAA 
Courses” for specific requirements, application, and a list of 
approved WW-P courses (formerly 48-H).  The NCAA now 
requires all student athletes to register with the eligibility 
center prior to accepting offers of (official college visits). 
 

Class/Course Transfers 
 
Level Changes: 
 
 

The deadline for level changes in a full year course is 
September 30. For all semester classes, the deadline is the last 
day of the second week.  It is recommended that all level 
changes be made in consultation with counselor, teacher, 
department supervisor and parent(s).  There must be an open 
seat in the requested course in order for the change to be 
made.  Maintaining acceptable class size will be a priority.  

 

In addition, the student is responsible for missed work.  
Grades follow the student when he/she makes a level change, 
with due consideration given to the weight of that grade. 

 
Course Changes: 

 

There must be an open seat in the requested course in order for 
the drop/add to be initiated.  No new elective additions may be 
made after September 30 for full year or 1st semester courses.  
2nd semester elective additions may be made no later than the 
last day of the second week of the 2nd semester. 
 

Course Withdrawals 
 

Students may elect to withdraw from a course within the 
timeline listed below: 
 

Year Courses- No later than February 1. 
  

Semester Courses- No later than the last day of the 1st or 
3rd marking periods. 
    

Quarter - No later than the fifth week of that quarter. 
 

Effect of Withdrawal on Permanent Record: 
 

1. A student who elects to withdraw from a year course at 
anytime up to November 30th is to be removed from the 
class roster.  No record of this withdrawal shall appear on 
the student’s permanent transcript. 

 

2. A student who elects to withdraw from a year course at 
anytime after November 30th is to be removed from the 
class roster.  A record of WP or WF is to be maintained 

throughout the remainder of the year and recorded on the 
student's permanent transcript. 

 

3. A student who elects to withdraw from a fall semester 
course at anytime prior to the last day of the 1st marking 
period is to be removed from the class roster.  No record 
of this withdrawal shall appear on the student's 
permanent transcript. 

 

4. A student who elects to withdraw from a spring semester 
course at anytime prior to the last day of the 3rd marking 
period is to be removed from the class roster. No record 
of this withdrawal shall appear on the student's 
permanent transcript. 

 
Communication of Student Progress  

 

All parents are encouraged to create an account to access the 
Campus Portal  https://sis.ww-p.org/campus/portal/wwp.jsp  

Parents/guardians should regularly check student progress, 
attendance, missing assignments and grades.  If parents / 
guardians have questions concerning the academic progress 
of their child, the parent/guardian should first contact the 
classroom teacher and then, if necessary, the appropriate 
department supervisor.  For concerns about overall progress 
in high school, the parent/guardian should contact the 
counselor. 
 

Please note that only the final grade for each course appears 
on the student’s permanent transcript. 
 

Process for Resolving Incomplete Grades 
 

1.  A grade of Incomplete (I) will be given only when there 
is just cause, e.g., work missing due to absence or illness.  
Otherwise, students are expected to submit work on time. 
While it is permissible to accept work that is late, students 
are expected to complete all work prior to the end of the 
marking period. 
 

2.  Unless there are extenuating circumstances, students are 
expected to resolve incompletes no later than ten school days 
after the close of the marking period. Unresolved “I’s” will 
be automatically turned into the earned grade after 10 days. 
If an extension is sought, a request must go through the 
subject supervisor. 
 

Review for Credit / Summer School 
 

Any student attending West Windsor – Plainsboro High 
School North and South who receives an “F” in a West 
Windsor – Plainsboro High School North or South course 
taken during the regular school year receives ZERO credits 
towards graduation for that course.  Students who need the 
course, or want to earn the credits lost by failing a course 
during the regular school year, may opt to: 
 
a. Repeat the course during a future regular school year. 
b. Enroll in a summer school program approved by West 

Windsor – Plainsboro High School North or South. 
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Information about summer school will be posted on the district 
website, as it becomes available, or through the summer 
school office of another participating school district.   
 

Credit may be earned in the summer for a maximum of two 
courses. If there are extenuating circumstances and a cogent 
case can be made by a parent/guardian in conference with the 
Director of Guidance, a third course may be taken for credit 
only with the approval of the Principal.  A student must be 
enrolled for a minimum of 60 hours for a five-credit review 
course (a course originally failed). Review courses require 12 
hours per credit. A pass/fail grade will be recorded resulting in 
no adjustment to the student’s GPA.  The appropriate credits 
will be awarded to those who successfully complete the course 
work. The original failing grade will be maintained on the 
student’s permanent record. 

 

Rank in Class 
 

The academic environment in both High School North and 
South is very challenging.  The majority of our students meet 
that challenge by earning exemplary grades.  We believe that 
rank in class unnecessarily increases competition and that our 
students’ levels of achievement are not equitably or fully 
communicated by this single transcript statistic.  West 
Windsor – Plainsboro Regional School District policy, 
therefore, precludes the reporting of rank-in-class. 
 

Guide to Appropriate Course Placement 
 

A student who is eligible for an Honors level or Advanced 
Placement course is not required to take that course.  
Appropriate placement in each course warrants careful 
consideration during the scheduling process as future class 
changes may only occur if there are seats available.  Honors 
and Advanced Placement courses differ from College 
Preparatory courses in terms of the level of expectations 
placed on the students, the amount of independent work 
expected, the pace of coverage of content, the expected skill 
level and the breadth and depth of the content covered.  
Therefore, consider the balance of coursework demands (for 
example, Honors vs. College Prep) in relation to interest, 
ability, and extra-curricular activities.  Serious thought should 
be given as to what a student can handle without creating 
undue stress.  Students who are considering an Honors or 
Advanced Placement course should consult with their 
parents/guardians, teachers and counselor before finalizing 
their course selections.   
 
College Prep Courses: 
 

CP courses follow a demanding curriculum at a moderate pace 
that is designed to ensure a student is ready for independent 
college-level work upon graduation from WWPHS.  CP 
courses are appropriate for motivated students who need more 
teacher guidance to master comprehension and expand their 
knowledge of a particular subject.  CP students are gradually 
introduced to conceptual, higher-order thinking (application, 
analysis, synthesis). Compared to assignments in Honors 
courses, College Prep work tends to be more manageable and 
given in smaller segments over shorter time frames. 
 

Honors Courses: 
 

Honors courses follow a rigorous curriculum at an 
accelerated pace that is designed to ensure a student is ready 
for independent college-level work upon graduation from 
WWPHS.  Honors courses are appropriate for fairly 
autonomous students who are self-motivated learners, and 
who are ready to move quickly from lower-order thinking 
(knowledge, comprehension) to more conceptual, higher-
order thinking (application, analysis, synthesis).  Honors 
courses expect more work than College Prep courses and 
demand a stronger mastery of skills and more independent 
critical thinking. Assignments are often given on a longer-
term basis, demanding more self-discipline from the students 
who must pace themselves accordingly. 
 
Advanced Placement Courses: 
 

AP courses offer the most rigorous curriculum at an 
accelerated pace for a student that is ready for independent 
college-level work.  AP courses are appropriate for students 
who are self-motivated learners, and who have already 
developed conceptual, higher-order thinking (application, 
analysis, synthesis).  AP courses expect more work than 
Honors courses and demand a stronger mastery of skills and 
more independent critical thinking.  AP courses are tied to a 
standard curriculum designed by the College Board to 
prepare students to take a comprehensive final exam. 
Assignments are often given on a longer-term basis, 
demanding an abundant amount of self-discipline from 
students who must pace themselves accordingly.  
 

Advanced Placement Program 
 

AP courses are offered in English Language, English 
Literature,  Studio Art, Art History, Calculus AB, Calculus 
BC, Statistics, Computer Science A, Biology, Chemistry, 
U.S. History, American Government & Comparative 
Politics, European History, French Language, German 
Language, Chinese Language, Spanish Language, and 
Spanish Literature.   

 

AP courses are college level courses offered in the high 
school for students interested in pursuing a thorough, 
comprehensive program of study and research. These are 
courses in which the College Board determines the 
curriculum.  Students who elect these courses are strongly 
encouraged to take the accompanying Advanced Placement 
examination given in May.  If a student receives a 3, 4, or 5 
on the AP exam it might be possible to: 

1. Receive college credit for that particular AP course. 

2. Be granted an exemption by the college or university  
           from beginning courses. 

3. Gain tuition savings – up to a year of credit may be  
           given to students with qualifying grades. 

4. Have time to explore undergraduate subject areas that  
            the student would not otherwise be able to study. 

5. Gain eligibility for honors and other special programs  
           open to students who have received AP recognition. 

 

The score reported on the AP examination, and each 
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college’s AP policy, determine how the above benefits apply.  
For a current list of college AP policies, refer to: 
http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp  

 

Honors/Advanced Placement Eligibility 
and Procedures 

 
Eligibility Criteria: 
 

The following criteria shall apply to the determination of 
eligibility for Honors and Advanced Placement courses at 
High School North and South: 
 

 Students who are currently in Advanced Placement 
and Honors courses can continue in that level as long 
as they are passing the course with a grade of 70 (C 
or better). 

 Students who are currently in Honors and achieve a 
grade of 80 (B) can enroll in an Advanced Placement 
course 

 Students who are in a College Prep course who 
achieve a grade of 80 percent or higher (A or B 
grade) are eligible to elect an Honors level course. 

 Students who are in College Prep course, who 
achieve a grade of 90 percent (A) in a College Prep 
course are eligible to elect an Advanced Placement 
course 

 Students enrolled in A&E Math and transitioning 
from 8th grade to 9th grade can continue in that level 
as long as they are passing the course with a grade of 
70 (C or better). 

 Pre-requisite courses will continue to be required as 
described in the program of studies. 

 

A student who meets the above criteria shall be eligible for 
enrollment in the respective Honors or Advanced Placement 
course, but shall not be required to enroll in the course.  Such 
a decision should be made only after consultation with 
appropriate parties, which may include the student, guidance 
counselor, parents, teacher, subject area supervisor and, in the 
case of a classified student, members of the IEP team.  For 
students eligible to enroll under the above criteria, the final 
decision to do so is with the parents or, in the case of an adult 
student, the student him/herself.   
 
Review Process: 
 

a) A student who does not meet the criteria for enrollment in a 
particular Honors or Advanced Placement course may 
request permission to enroll in such course, despite not 
meeting the criteria, by requesting an individual review of 
their particular circumstances.    

b) Reviews should be requested as soon as possible following 
communication of eligibility determinations to the student 
and his/her parents, but no later than April 1. 

 

c) In consultation with the parents, teacher, guidance 
counselor, subject area supervisor and such other 
professionals as the principal deems appropriate, an 
individual review shall consider the following performance 
data:   
 Standardized assessments such as PSAT, ERB and 

NJASK scores 
 Overall GPA 
 Mid-Year Common Assessment score 

 
 Department specific measures, e.g. math grades for 

science courses, DBQ (Document Based Question) 
for social studies, holistic essay score for LA and 
lst two math grades 

 Third Marking Period grade (if available) or 
previous End of Year content area grade 

d) The final decision shall be made by the principal within 3 
weeks of a request, but no later than April 15.  The 
principal's decision shall be appealable to the 
Superintendent or his/her designated Assistant 
Superintendent, whose decision shall be final.   

e) In the case of students who are classified as eligible for 
special education and related services, the individual review 
shall be conducted by the IEP team, with full participation 
by the parents and student in accordance with state and 
federal laws.  The IEP team shall consider all information 
available to it, including but not limited to the criteria and 
circumstances set forth in this regulation, and determine the 
appropriate course placement for the student.  If the parents 
disagree with the placement arrived at through the IEP 
process, they may file a request for mediation and/or a due 
process hearing in accordance with IDEA procedures. 

 
Option ii Course Work  

 
Option ii offers alternative paths to credits that meet or 
exceed the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 
and are based on student interest or career goals.  Students 
may elect to  apply for WW-P credit or WW-P credit and 
advancement of a course level through distance learning, 
college course work or course work taken outside WW-P. 
All learning opportunities as allowed by Option ii must be 
pre-approved by the Principal’s Advisory Committee or 
certified by the principal under N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a) 1.ii.  
Several stipulations exist for students wishing to complete 
high school course work in an academic setting other than 
WWPHS North and South.  An overview of these 
requirements are as follows:  
 
Option ii Courses Must be Pre-Approved: a completed 
Option ii approval form must be submitted along with 
syllabus/curriculum to the high school Principal’s Advisory 
Committee.  The student must have received approval prior 
to the first instructional meeting of the course.  A completed 
online Option ii Approval Form must be submitted by May 
1st for summer work, August 1st for the fall semester or 
January 1st for the spring semester.   
 
Option ii Courses Must be from an Accredited 
Institution: the accreditation must be from a United States 
Department of Education recognized national, regional, 
specialized, and/or professional accrediting organization. For 
distance learning, the accreditation must be from a United 
States Department of Education recognized national, 
regional, specialized, and/or professional accrediting 
organization such as The Accrediting Commission of the 
Distance Education and Training Council.  
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Option ii Courses Must Meet NJ Core Curriculum 
Content Standards: learning opportunities based upon 
specified instructional objectives must meet or exceed the NJ 
Core Curriculum Content Standards and be certified by the 
Principal.  NJCCCS may be found here: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/  Further, any option ii 
Advanced Placement course must be approved via an AP 
Audit conducted by the College Board.   
 
Students Must Show Minimum Proficiency to Earn WW-P 
Credit: a student must earn a minimum grade of a C (70%) in 
any option ii course and show proficiency on the designated 
WW-P assessment with a minimum grade of a C (70%) to 
earn WWP credit.  If credit is awarded through Option ii, the 
student may not enroll in the equivalent WWPHS course.  
WWPHS North or South must receive an official transcript 
clearly showing successful completion of the course work.  
Final credits and a transcript grade will be awarded based on 
the number of instructional hours per week or by Principal 
certification. 
 
Credit May be Earned for a Maximum of Two Courses in 
One Year (July 1- June 30) 
 
Students May Not Take Consecutive Courses in a 
Sequence and/or Subject Area    
 
The Following Subject Area Requirements Apply to All 
Option ii Coursework:  
 

 World Language courses must include a regularly 
scheduled speaking component  

 Science courses must include a regularly scheduled 
laboratory component   

 Language Arts courses must include a regularly 
scheduled writing component    

 Art/Music Courses must include the creation of a 
portfolio, including multiple works of art / music   

 
All nontraditional courses (e.g. online) must include 
ongoing access between the instructor and student, as well 
as regular interaction for purposes of teaching, evaluating 
and providing assistance: This may include, for example, 
exchanging of emails between the student and teacher, online 
chats, phone calls, feedback on assignments, and the 
opportunity for the teacher to engage the student in individual 
instruction. 
 
Successful Completion of an Option ii Course Does Not 
Guarantee Passing the WWP Equivalent Assessment: 
passing an option ii course does not guarantee that a student is 
well equipped to pass the equivalent district course 
assessment.  Please be familiar with the WW-P curriculum of 
the content equivalent course and recognize, based on recent 
statistics, that not all students pass the district final exam.  
Please check the district web site at www.ww-p.org under 
guidance / option ii for assessment statistics and under 
departments / curriculum / curriculum documents for content 
area curriculums by course.   

 
Students Should Appropriately Pace themselves to 
Complete Option ii Courses: in order to sit for any 
necessary WW-P assessments, earn appropriate credits, 
complete graduation requirements and make needed 
schedule changes, students should complete summer option 
ii courses by August 15th, fall courses by January 15th and 
spring courses by May 15th.  
 
Course Extensions Will Not Be Granted by WWP:  the 
district will not grant extensions for option ii courses.  All 
courses must be completed in the time specified by the 
educational service provider.   
 
Students May Take a Higher Level Option ii Course: 
provided they met the criteria for that level course during the 
regular academic school year.  For example, if a student 
qualified for an honors course by way of their semester one 
course average, or through the review process during the 
regular academic year, they may take an honors level option 
ii course in the summer.   
 
Option ii Course Work Cannot Begin Until a Student has 
Successfully Completed 8th grade   
 
Successful Completion of an Option ii Course Does Not 
Guarantee Placement: passing an option ii course, as well 
as the WW-P final exam in that course, does not guarantee 
that a seat will be available in the next course.  It is possible 
for an option ii student to not have a seat in the next 
sequential course due to master schedule limitations.   
 
NCAA Clearinghouse Rules have changed with regards 
to software based credit recovery, virtual, online, 
independent study and correspondence courses effective 
August 2010: These types of courses, which are identified 
by the NCAA Eligibility Center as nontraditional courses, 
must meet new guidelines in order to be used for college-
bound student athletes who are planning to attend an NCAA 
Division I college or university.  Please visit 
www.eligibilitycenter.org     
     
Recording of Non-Traditional Coursework on 
the WWPHS Permanent Record (Transcript): 
 
Students who have pursued non-traditional options for 
completing course work outside the parameters of the 
academic day, which have been approved for high school 
credit, will have said coursework listed on the high school 
transcript.  The transcript will denote: 

1. Name of course; 

2. Institution - school/college/university where the 
coursework was taken; 

3. Grade issued by the institution (WWPHS 
equivalent); 

4. Credit issued by institution (at a maximum rate 35 
hours per credit) or as certified by the principal. 

5. Coursework will not count towards WGPA or GPA 
unless there is a formal articulation agreement 
between that institution and WWPHS.   
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Routes for Obtaining a State Endorsed 

HS Diploma 
 

1. Traditional Route – 120 Credits in Four Years. 
 

2.  Traditional Route – Early Graduation Option.  
(Fulfill the traditional 120-credit graduation 
requirement in 3 years rather than 4.) 
 

3.  Traditional Route – Early Departure Option.  
Withdraw from high school early if accepted into 
college without a high school diploma.  Students could 
then apply college credit back in order to fulfill the 
traditional 120-credit requirement.  The diploma would 
be awarded after official transcripts from the college are 
received and verified by the Director of Guidance and 
Principal if certification is required. 
 

4.  Alternate Route - 30 College Credits Option.   
In order for an individual to apply and qualify for a 
state-endorsed high school diploma through the 30 
college credit route, all of the following requirements 
must be completed (N.J.A.C. 6:30-1.3):  
 

• Statewide Assessment Test: Documentation of passing 
scores on the statewide assessment (HSPA) must be 
presented.  

 

• Transcript: An official transcript, including at least 
thirty (30) general education credits leading to a degree 
at an accredited institution of higher education 
including a minimum of 15 credits with at least three 
credits in each of the five general education categories 
as follows: communications, mathematics, science, 
social science; and humanities must be presented.  
Remedial courses will not satisfy the requirement in the 
five general education categories. 
 

• Application Form: An application can be obtained by 
writing to the New Jersey State Department of 
Education, Office of Vocational-Technical, Career and 
Adult Programs, Bureau of Adult Education & Family 
Literacy, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, NJ 08625-0500. 

 

• Verification of Age and Withdrawal from School: 
Documentation of age and withdrawal from school 
must be presented by individuals who are 16 and 17 
years of age.  All of the above must be submitted to the 
Director of Guidance along with a check or money 
order for $5 made payable to the Commissioner of 
Education. 

 
5.  Adult High School Option 

To qualify for a local district diploma, a student may elect 
to attend and graduate from an adult high school.  Adult 
high schools are schools which offer supervised 
instruction in the day or evening and allow adults to 
complete the requirements for a diploma.  Students must 
pass the statewide assessment in effect at the time they 
meet all other graduation requirements. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6.  General Ed. Development Diploma (GED) 

To qualify for a GED, the student must withdraw and 
obtain a passing score on the General Educational 
Development (GED) test if 16 or older and no longer 
enrolled in school (N.J.A.C. 6:30-1.3(a) 1).  GED’s can 
be obtained via adult or night school. 
 

Student Assessments 
 
1.  Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, 11th grade 

students will be required to successfully complete the 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Career (PARCC) exam, which will replace the 
HSPA.  More information regarding PARCC may be 
found at http://www.parcconline.org  All WWPHS 
students enrolled in a course designed to complete the 
content of Biology are required to take the New Jersey 
Biology Competency Test (NJBCT).  

 
2. In addition to state and district mandated assessments, 

other evaluations are used to determine student 
proficiency in core curriculum content areas.  These 
assessments may identify students who are not yet 
proficient in designated curricular areas.  Also, the use 
of multiple indicators of a student’s performance 
validates the student’s need for additional assistance.  

 
3.  Standardized College Admissions testing is 

recommended for students wishing to pursue post 
secondary education.  The College Board and ACT 
offer national testing programs from September through 
June.  WW-P offers the SAT, SAT Subject Tests and 
ACT on site.  For information about SAT testing dates 
and locations, go to http://www.collegeboard.com/ .  
Information about ACT test centers and dates can be 
found at www.actstudent.org.  The Preliminary 
Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) is a school-based test 
administered in the WW-P district only one Wednesday 
each year.   
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Art Department 
 
These courses provide students with pre-professional and 
vocational art-skill development. 
 

Please note: Students who require a portfolio for admission to 
architecture or art major studies should complete the full four-
year sequence. 
 
Art Foundation (Art I)   ARD100V 
 Grades: 9-12   5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course will teach skills in drawing with pencil, charcoal 
and ink.  Sculpture and clay building techniques will be taught 
as well as learning to throw on a wheel.  This course is 
designed to fulfill the fine arts graduation requirement.  
Students taking this course will receive a firm grounding in 
the elements of art as well as experience in drawing and 
painting for observation.  Watercolor and acrylic painting 
techniques, linoleum block printmaking and three-dimensional 
form will be explored.  This course is required as a 
prerequisite for all semester art courses with the exception of 
Photography, Ceramics and Sculpture. 
 
Art Studio – Drawing I   ARD110V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Art Foundation (Art I) 
 

Students with an interest in developing strong drawing and 
rendering skills should take this course.  Drawing from 
observation of the three-dimensional form will be taught as 
well as drawing from the imagination.  Media covered in this 
course will be pencil, charcoal, ink and graphite.  This course 
will prepare students for competitive portfolios for art schools 
and colleges.  Students who are considering taking AP Studio 
Art in their senior year should elect this course. 
 
Art Studio – Painting I   ARD112V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Art Foundation (Art I) 
 

Students with a serious interest in painting and color theory 
should elect this course.  Media used in this course will be 
pastel, watercolor and acrylic paint.  Students will paint from a 
model with a strong emphasis on light and shade.  Students 
considering art competitions and advanced portfolios should 
elect this course.  Students who are considering AP Studio Art 
in their senior year should elect this course. 
 
Art Studio – Drawing II   ARD120V 

Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
Prerequisites: Art I & Drawing I 

 

Students with a serious interest in advanced drawing should 
elect this course. Emphasis will be placed on the unique  
 

 
 
 
 
composition.  Students will explore reflection, transparency, 
repetition and other advanced drawing problems as well as  
understanding the power of the unique viewpoint.  Drawing 
skills will be perfected to prepare student portfolios for 
drawing competitions and advanced portfolios for art schools 
and colleges.  Students who are considering AP Studio Art are 
strongly advised to elect this course. 

 
Art Studio – Painting II   ARD122V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisites: Art I & Painting I or by portfolio 
 

This course will provide a strong background in color theory.  
Advanced skills in watercolor and acrylic painting will be 
taught.  A strong emphasis will be on developing a painting 
based on individual student interest.  This course will be an 
appropriate choice for portfolio development for colleges and 
art schools. 
 
Ceramics    ARD130V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course will provide students with skills in slab, coil and 
mold methods of building sculpture and containers.  
Instruction in the use of wheel-thrown pottery will be 
provided.  This course may be used as a basis for work on an 
advanced level of sculpture.  Work completed in this course 
may be used for the three-dimensional portion of the art 
portfolio for colleges and professional art schools. 
 
Sculpture    ARD132V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course will cover additive and subtractive forms of 
sculpture.  Media used will be wire, clay, plaster, stone, found 
objects, paper and wood.  Students will become acquainted 
with production of plaster molds from a clay form and various 
forms of sculpture construction.  Sculpture produced in this 
course may be considered for the three-dimensional portion of 
the art portfolio for colleges and art schools. 
 
Printmaking I    ARD140V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course will provide a survey of various forms of 
printmaking.  Block printing will be explored in terms of black 
and white and reduction printing and multiple blocks.  Positive 
and negative space, repetition and various graphic design 
skills will be taught.  Students will experiment with a variety 
of monotype techniques.  Students will be encouraged to 
develop their individual aesthetic concerns in relation to their 
prints.  Work completed in this course will satisfy advanced 
media portfolio requirements. 
 

Course Descriptions
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Book and Paper Arts   ARD142V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisites: Art I & Printmaking I 
 

This course will explore advanced printmaking techniques in 
etching, acquatint and silkscreen.  Students will become 
familiar with historical and contemporary printmakers 
working in these mediums.  Multi-colored etchings and silk 
screens will be another focus of this course.  Students will 
utilize advanced color theory and mixing.  Work produced in 
this course will satisfy advanced media portfolio requirements. 
 
Computer Art & Design I  ARD150V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Art I 
 

This course is a survey of graphic design with computer-
generated images.  Students will be introduced to primary 
concepts in computer graphics and will be required to solve 
basic design problems.  This course is an appropriate choice 
for portfolio development for a graphic designs portfolio for 
college or art school.  Students may wish to use skills learned 
in this course to enter a printing profession from high school. 
 
Computer Art & Design II  ARD152V 

Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
Prerequisites: Art I & Computer Art & Design I 

 

This course provides students with a background in graphic 
design programs on the computer. Students will work with 
more advanced compositions, design exploration and 
experimentation.  A computer-generated portfolio will be 
produced that will include 2-D designs, advertisements and 
manipulated images.  This course is an appropriate choice for 
students who wish to present a graphic design portfolio for 
admission into a strong graphic design program in an art 
school or college.  
 
Photography I    ARD160V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This introductory semester course will concentrate on the 
composition and aesthetics of photography.  Students will be 
provided the basics of black and white photography.  Students 
will be given a survey of photographic history and will learn 
the techniques of composition.  This course will provide 
students with the technical background required to develop 
film and to produce a print. 
 
Photography II    ARD162V 
 Grades: 10-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Photography I 
 

This course is designed to assist students to perfect their skills 
in black and white photography.  Students will build on the 
techniques learned in Photography I.  Emphasis will be placed 
on the individual interests of the student photographer.  
Critiques will help students to discuss their ideas, intent and 
technical as well as aesthetic results.  Work produced in this 
course may be used in Computer Art & Design II PhotoShop. 

AP Studio Art    ARD175V 
Grade: 12  5 credits  YR 
Prerequisites: 3 years of art courses including Art 
Foundation and Drawing & Painting I 

 

This course is comparable in content and difficulty to a 
freshman level college course.  Students will produce a 
portfolio of artwork following the AP Portfolio Guidelines 
including a concentration essay and twenty pieces of 
independent artwork investigating a particular theme or visual 
idea.  Students are strongly encouraged to submit their 
portfolios for review by the Advanced Placement Panel. 
 
AP Art History    ARD185V 
 Grades: 11-12   5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Evidence of academic mastery in the 
liberal arts & departmental recommendation 

 

AP Art History places the study of art into the mainstream of 
the humanities.  It provides students with the experience of 
looking at art and understanding the intention, purpose and 
style characteristics of each historical period from that of the 
cave dwellers to the contemporary world.  Writing in the art 
history course allows students to display a grasp of factual 
knowledge and an ability to synthesize and arrange ideas into 
concise unified essays.  AP Art History is a rigorous academic 
course that will prepare the committed students for the 
advance placement examination.  Students are strongly 
encouraged to take the AP examination. 
 
Business/Computer Science Department 
 
Accounting I    CBD150C 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Accounting I will introduce students to the field of accounting.  
Study focuses on the understanding of accounting and the 
accounting cycle, and the accounting subsystems and special 
procedures.  Students will complete related accounting 
applications using a computer.  The course provides students 
with the knowledge and skills necessary to prepare them for 
the further study of accounting or to obtain a basic entry-level 
position.  Accounting I does not satisfy the high school 
graduation requirement for one year of mathematics. 
 
Accounting II    CBD160C 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Accounting I 
 

Accounting II is an advanced course designed to provide a 
better understanding of the accounting cycle.  Study focuses 
on managerial accounting covering the internal uses of 
accounting data and financial accounting covering the external 
uses of accounting data.  Students use a computer to perform a 
variety of related accounting procedures.  The course will 
provide a foundation of content for the student who wishes to 
pursue further studies at the college level or to obtain a basic 
entry-level position. 
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Accounting III    CBD170C 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Accounting II 
 

Accounting III is a comprehensive course designed for 
students who are preparing for a career in business.  Study will 
concentrate in the advanced areas of responsibility in 
accounting, cost accounting, budgeting and internal reporting, 
accounting for assets and liabilities, accounting for 
partnerships and corporations, and financial reporting and 
analysis.  Students use a computer to perform a variety of 
advanced accounting procedures. 
 
Computer Applications   CBD100C 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course provides an in-depth investigation of the software 
packages Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Explorer.  
Additional instructions in the Windows environment, 
including program management will be covered.  The 
assignments will be project based and help students to apply 
appropriate technologies to school or business problems.  
Students will work on advanced problems with business and 
real world applications. 
 
Integrated Computer Applications CBD102C 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Computer Applications 
 

Integrated Computer Applications is the advanced study of 
previously covered software applications as well as the 
integration of these applications. Assignments will emphasize 
computing in a multi-user environment. 
 
Graphic Computer Applications I CBD200V 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course will cover several application programs upon 
which graphics are based and emphasized from paper 
publishing to web page publishing.  The curriculum will cover 
skills using applications programs such as drawing/painting 
software, photo editing software and desktop publishing. 
 
Graphic Computer Applications II CBD202V 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Graphic Computer Applications I 
 

Graphic Computer Applications II is the advanced study of 
skills used in computer graphic software.  Students will learn 
to utilize appropriate software in the creation of web pages, 
and graphic designs.  Applications programs such as 
Photoshop, Illustrator and Dreamweaver will be utilized. 
 
Digital Media    CBD210C 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Graphic Computer Applications II 
 

This course is an in-depth study of current digital media 
technologies. Topics include but are not limited to 2D graphic 

design, advanced graphic techniques, digital video, sound 
recording, sound editing and 2D vector animation. An in-
depth look at  web design using modern HTML5 development 
techniques and common Content Management Systems is also 
included. 
 
Intro to Computer Programming I CBD220 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Algebra I 
 

Computer Programming I offers an introduction to structured 
computer programming in Java. Topics include computer 
systems components, introduction to writing programs, using 
loops and logical operations and designing and writing 
programs in structured form using modular design. Within the 
two-course sequence (I & II), students will apply 
communications and data analysis to the problem-solving and 
decision making processes in a variety of life situations. These 
courses foster the computer programming skills necessary for 
an effective transition into the workplace and/or postsecondary 
education. The career clusters of information technology, 
technology, computer engineering, audio/video technology 
and mathematics are addressed. Requirements for students 
include individually designed programs that require student 
commitment to time spent outside the classroom. 
 
Intro to Computer Programming II CBD222 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: Intro to Comp. Prog. I & Algebra I 

 

Computer Programming II offers a continuation of content and 
procedures introduced in Computer Programming I.  Problem-
solving and decision making processes in a variety of life 
situations are again stressed throughout the course.  Topics 
include data structure, searching and sorting, text files and 
graphics and sound.  Requirements for students include 
individually designed programs that require student 
commitment to time spent outside the classroom. 
 
Artificial Intelligence & Robotics Honors      CBD235 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: 1 yr. of computer programming 
 

It is the goal of this course to study artificial intelligence as it 
applies to today’s technology and to instill an understanding of 
knowledge acquisition, machine learning, artificial perception 
and action, and intelligent automation.  Through the use of 
computer programs in various languages including Visual 
Basic and Java, students will be responsible for the 
development of advanced computational and robotic systems, 
aiming at a partial emulation of human intelligence.  Students 
will also study designing and building logic boards, and 
programming computer chips.  There will be culminating 
projects including designing and building robots that can 
discover and remember a path through a maze, find the 
shortest path between multiple objects and play a game.  This 
course is part of a four-year programming sequence. 
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AP Computer Science A   CBD245 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisites: Geometry & Comp. Prog. II 
 

Advanced Placement Computer Science A offers a second 
year of study in program design using a structured 
programming language.  Input and output techniques, 
functions, and use of classes and objects will be studied using 
Java.  Requirements for students in this course include 
individually designed programs that involve a time 
commitment outside the classroom.  The curriculum offers the 
student preparation for the AP Computer Science A exam.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP examination. 
 
Advanced Topics in Computer Science Honors      CBD255 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisites: AP Comp. Science A & Alg. II 
 

Advanced Topics in Computer Science is the second course of 
a two year college level sequence in program design, 
implementation, and testing.  It is designed for students who 
have successfully completed AP Computer Science A.  The 
course extends the concepts of AP Computer Science, 
incorporating such topics as recursion, algorithm efficiency, 
data structures, sorting and searching, networking, graphical 
user interfaces, security, robotics, artificial intelligence, and 
parallel programming. 
 
Health & Physical Education Department 
 
Physical Education 9, 10, 11, 12  PED009,PED010, 

PED011, PED012 
 Grades: 9-12     3.75 credits 3 QT 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

The physical education program dedicates its efforts to 
provide an environment in which students can participate in 
meaningful and enjoyable activities.  The activities may be 
team-oriented so that the students learn to observe rules; share 
a competitive spirit; accept each other’s strengths and short-
comings; foster an appreciation of sport as its own entity; 
learn to follow rules and regulations; become aware of safety 
procedures; develop an awareness and acceptance of their own 
abilities; and recognize that many of these skills can be 
utilized in post-school years.  In addition, the students may 
also participate in activities such as Project Adventure, 
aquatics, rhythmic experiences, and individual and dual sports. 
 

As a major component, fitness activities will be fostered by all 
other elements of the program, and by specific training in 
aerobics and strength developing activities.  An emphasis will 
be placed upon improving the student’s physical conditioning, 
as well as developing a positive attitude toward the importance 
of remaining physically fit for life. 
 
The freshman physical education program will concentrate on  
team sports and will include conflict resolution skill training  
for students.  The core of the sophomore program will consist 
of Project Adventure, and the junior and senior physical 
education programs will emphasize lifetime activities at the 

individual, dual, and team levels.  During all four years, 
physical fitness will be stressed.  The program’s activities will 
be coeducational, as mandated by federal Title IX and New 
Jersey Title VI.   
 
Health Education 1, 3, 4     PED001, PED003, PED004 
Driver’s Education 2    PED002 
 Grades: 9-12     1.25 credits      QT 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

During one marking period each year, every student is 
required to take a health course (9, 11, and 12) or driver 
education (10).  These courses replace the physical education 
class and are taught by the student’s health education teacher.  
The health and physical education grades are separate and will 
not be averaged together.  Therefore, a student must receive a 
passing grade in both health AND physical education. 
 

The physical education grade will be an average of the three 
marking periods, while the health grade will reflect only one 
marking period.  By state regulations, a student must pass four 
(4) years of physical education and health.  All sophomores 
are required to participate in Project Adventure when 
assigned. 
 

Physical education and health are courses required by the 
State of New Jersey and must be passed each year.  If a 
student fails physical education and/or health for the year 
he/she is strongly encouraged to take and pass the course in 
summer school. 
 
Fundamentals of Sports Medicine PED020 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This elective course introduces the student to the allied health 
care fields involving athletic participation at all levels.  
Students will analyze measures in preventing injury through 
strength, conditioning and nutritional methods. 
 

Students will develop skills through text, visual aids and 
supplemental materials to identify injuries and understand the 
human body’s response to injuries, specific treatments and 
rehabilitation techniques that are used in various allied health 
care fields.  This course will provide students with the 
necessary knowledge and certifications to seek community 
service opportunities in health care settings, such as the 
student athletic training program, emergency medical services, 
and entry-level college/university degree programs in allied 
health care fields.  Please note that students will be required to 
attend one practice or game per semester (outside of school 
hours) to obtain a visual understanding of human movement 
and injury mechanics.   
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Language Arts Department 
 

LA Program Requirements 
 
Grade 9: LA I or LA I HNS 
 
Grade 10: LA II or LA II HNS 
 
Grade 11:  AP Language & Composition, LA III or LA III 
HNS 

 
Grade 12:  AP Literature & Composition or AP Language & 
Composition or two semester classes from the below list. 
 

Art of the Essay (CP or HNS)      
Pol.  & Govt. in Lit. (CP or HNS)  
Rebellion & Conformity (CP or HNS)  
Passport to World Lit.  (CP or HNS) 
Gender Roles in Lit.  (CP or HNS)  
Monsters in Lit.  (CP or HNS)  
Search for Self in Lit.  (CP or HNS) 
Shakespeare (CP or HNS) 
Art of the Short Story 
Art of Poetry 

 

Please note: 
Any class of 2015 student who does not take AP Literature & 
Composition or AP Language & Composition must take the 
Art of the Essay class and one of the semester classes listed 
above.   
  
Language Arts I          LAD100 
 Grade: 9   5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Language Arts I provides rigorous instruction in all aspects of 
language skills, including reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
viewing, and thinking.  Students are introduced to formal 
expository writing, placing an emphasis on inferential and 
analytical thinking. The course is divided into four sequential 
thematic units through which the students explore a variety of 
literary genres, such as short stories, novels, biographies, 
drama, essays, and poetry.  Each unit integrates literary study, 
the writing process, grammar, mechanics, and vocabulary.   
 
Language Arts I Honors   LAD105 
 Grade: 9   5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: IRLA 8  

Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Grade 8 IRLA 
 

The LA I Honors curriculum involves more reading and 
writing, literary analysis,  and careful exploration of style and 
thought than LA I.  Students should develop higher-level 
reading, writing, speaking, listening,  
viewing, and thinking skills and write skillful and analytical 
essays throughout the year.  As with LA I, students are  
introduced to formal expository writing and an emphasis is 
placed on the development of inferential thinking.  Such  
literary genres as short stories, novels, biographies, drama, 
essays and poetry are explored.  Language study also includes 

vocabulary, grammar, mechanics, usage, self and peer editing.  
The writing process is incorporated into each literary genre.  
However, at the HNS level, students will examine these areas 
in greater depth.   
 
Language Arts II   LAD200 
 Grade: 10  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: LA I 
 

Language Arts II introduces the student to representative 
works of American writers who reflect the enduring traditions 
and styles of American Literature.  Students continue the 
study of vocabulary, grammar, mechanics and usage.  The 
development of writing skills is a high priority for students.  
The essay and expository writing forms are studied and 
correlated with skills in organization and logic.   
 
Language Arts II Honors  LAD205 

Grade: 10  5 credits  YR  
Prerequisite: LA I 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA I or 70% in LA I Honors  

 

LA II Honors is a challenging, course that introduces the 
student to representative works of American writers who 
reflect the enduring traditions and styles of American 
literature.  Students continue the study of vocabulary, 
grammar, mechanics and usage.  The development of writing 
skills is a high priority for students.  The essay and expository 
writing forms are studied and correlated with skills in 
organization and logic.  However, at the HNS level, students 
will examine these areas in more depth.   
 
Language Arts III   LAD320 
 Grade: 11 5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: LA II 
 

LA III introduces the student to representative works of 
literature from around the world that  reflect enduring 
traditions and universal themes.  Students will also study  
informational text that illuminates and enhances their 
understanding of  the  literature. The development of writing 
skills is a high priority for LA III students as they prepare for 
college and the workplace.  Students will continue the study of 
vocabulary, grammar, mechanics and usage as it relates to the 
reading and analysis of complex text and the writing of 
arguments, informative/explanatory essays and narratives.   
 
Language Arts III Honors        LAD325 

Grade: 11  5 credits  YR  
Prerequisite: LA II 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA II or 70% in LA II Honors  

 

LA III HNS introduces the student to representative works of 
literature from around the world that  reflect enduring 
traditions and universal themes.  Students will also study 
informational text that  illuminates and enhances  their 
understanding of  the literature. The development of writing 
skills is a high priority for LA III HNS students as they 
prepare for college and the workplace.  Students will continue 
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the study of vocabulary, grammar, mechanics and usage as it 
relates to the reading and analysis of complex text and the 
writing of arguments, informative/explanatory essay and 
narratives.  At the HNS level, students will examine the 
components of literacy in more depth.   
 
Language Arts IV - Art of the Essay       LAD300  
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III  
  

The Art of the Essay is a course designed to prepare students 
to write for a variety of real audiences and purposes.  The 
course promotes the use of the writing process while 
addressing such forms as persuasive, expressive, research and 
reflective writing.  Students will be engaged in a variety of 
writing activities including timed and untimed writing, 
conferencing and revising and editing.  At the end of this 
course students will have the tools to continue to write in 
meaningful and purposeful ways addressing lifelong writing 
situations.  Students who take AP Literature or AP Language 
are not required to take this course (or its honors equivalent). 
 
Language Arts IV - Art of the Essay Honors LAD305 

Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
Prerequisite: LA III 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors  
 

The Art of the Essay Honors is a more challenging course 
designed to prepare students to write for a variety of real 
audiences and purposes.  The course promotes the use of the 
writing process while addressing such forms as persuasive, 
expressive, research and reflective writing.  Students will be 
engaged in a variety of writing activities including timed and 
untimed writing, conferencing and revising and editing.  At 
the end of this course students will have the tools to continue 
to write in meaningful and purposeful ways addressing 
lifelong writing situations.  Students who take AP Literature 
or AP Language are not required to take this course (or its 
honors equivalent). 
 
Language Arts IV - The Art of Poetry          LAD330 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

The Art of Poetry is a course designed to engage the student in 
reading and writing poetry.  The course will promote an 
understanding and appreciation of poetry.  Students will read, 
analyze, listen to, and compose a variety of poems while 
focusing on the course’s essential questions.  At the end of this 
course students will have the tools to read, write, and 
appreciate poetry. 
 
Language Arts IV - Art of the Short Story       LAD350 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

The Art of the Short Story is a course designed to allow 
students to discover the appeal and the structural elements of 
the short story.  Since all the basic elements of literature can 
be found in short stories, this course will serve as a guide to 

literary analysis and to creative and responsive writing.  
Students will be presented with a wide variety of stories while 
focusing on the course’s essential questions.  They will read 
the text and analyze both the story and the tools the author 
used to create the work.  In addition, the students will write 
their own short stories.  At the end of this course, students will 
have the tools necessary to read, analyze, evaluate, and 
respond in writing to short stories and novels. 
 
Language Arts IV - Pol. and Govt. in Lit.      LAD370 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Politics and Government in Literature is a course designed to 
challenge students to use literature to examine the volatile 
political world around them.  “Those who do not understand 
the past are doomed to repeat it” will become more than just a 
saying as students examine novels, short stories, plays, essays, 
poetry, journals and films focusing on the course’s essential 
questions.  Students will engage in reading, self-reflection, 
analytical, and creative writing.  At the end of this course,  
students will have the tools to understand and analyze, through 
literature, the overreaching influence politics plays in many 
aspects of their lives.   
 
LA IV – Pol. and Govt. in Lit. Honors         LAD375 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite:  LA III 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors 
 

Politics and Government in Literature Honors is a more 
demanding course designed to challenge students to use 
literature to examine the volatile political world around them.  
“Those who do not understand the past are doomed to repeat 
it” will become more than just a saying as students examine 
novels, short stories, plays, essays, poetry, journals and films 
focusing on the course’s essential questions.  Students will 
engage in reading, self-reflection, analytical, and creative 
writing.  At the end of this course, students will have the tools 
to understand and analyze, through literature, the overreaching 
influence politics plays in many aspects of their lives.   
 
LA IV - Rebellion and Conformity in Lit.         LAD380 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Rebellion and Conformity in Literature is a course designed to 
expose students to literature which allows them to question 
and define their increasing roles in society, assist them in 
determining the costs and rewards of their choices and actions 
as they are poised to enter adulthood.  The literature will 
reveal the confrontation and struggle against established 
authority, such as parents, teachers, government, and peers.  
The course requires students to examine novels, short stories, 
plays, poetry, essays, and films focusing on the course’s 
essential questions.  Students will engage in reading, self-
reflection, analytical, and creative writing.  At the end of this 
course, students will have the tools to question and determine 
the personal and societal cost of rebellion and conformity.   
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LA IV - Rebellion and Conformity in Lit. HNS LAD385 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: LA III 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors  
 

Rebellion and Conformity in Literature Honors is a more 
challenging course designed to expose students to literature 
which allows them to question and define their increasing 
roles in society, assist them in determining the costs and 
rewards of their choices and actions as they are poised to enter 
adulthood.  The literature will reveal the confrontation and 
struggle against established authority, such as parents, 
teachers, government, and peers.  The course requires students 
to examine novels, short stories, plays, poetry, essays, and 
films focusing on the course’s essential questions.  Students 
will engage in reading, self-reflection, analytical, and creative 
writing.  At the end of this course, students will have the tools 
to question and determine the personal and societal cost of 
rebellion and conformity.   
 
LA IV - Passport to World Literature              LAD400 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Passport to World Literature (World Passport) is a course 
designed to teach students what culture is and what a cultural 
interpretation of literature is.  First, students will examine the 
characteristics of their own culture.  Then, as they examine the 
culture of each piece of literature, they will learn to separate  
their perception of culture from the author’s.  The students 
will be required to examine novels, short stories, plays, poetry, 
and films focusing on the course’s essential questions.  At the 
end of the course, students will have the tools to define culture 
and be able to approach literature from both a literary and a 
cultural perspective.   
 
LA IV - Passport to World Literature Honors LAD405 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite:  LA III 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors  

 

Passport to World Literature Honors (World Passport Honors) 
is a more challenging course designed to teach students what 
culture is and what a cultural interpretation of literature is.  
First, students will examine the characteristics of their own 
culture.  Then, as they examine the culture of each piece of 
literature, they will learn to separate their perception of culture 
from the author’s.  The students will be required to examine 
novels, short stories, plays, poetry, and films focusing on the 
course’s essential questions.  At the end of the course, students 
will have the tools to define culture and be able to approach 
literature from both a literary and a cultural perspective.   
 
LA IV - Gender Roles in Literature          LAD410 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Gender Roles in Literature (He Said, She Said) is a course 
designed to challenge students to use literature to recognize 

and understand the shifting perceptions of gender roles and 
how those assumptions have an impact on our lives.  Students 
will engage in close reading, self-reflection and analytical 
writing.  This course requires students to examine novels, 
short stories, plays, poetry, essays, and films focusing on the 
course’s essential questions.  At the end of this course, 
students will have the tools to analyze, discuss, and write 
about literature which reflects the theme of evolving gender 
roles. 
 
LA IV - Gender Roles in Literature Honors   LAD415 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: LA III 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors  
 

Gender Roles in Literature Honors (He Said, She Said 
Honors) is a more demanding course designed to challenge 
students to use literature to recognize and understand the  
shifting perceptions of gender roles and how those 
assumptions have an impact on our lives.  Students will 
engage in close reading, self-reflection and analytical writing.  
This course requires students to examine novels, short stories, 
plays, poetry, essays, and films focusing on the course’s 
essential questions.  At the end of this course, students will 
have the tools to analyze, discuss, and write about literature 
which reflects the theme of evolving gender roles. 
 
Language Arts IV - Monsters in Literature      LAD430 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Monsters in Literature (The Monster Show) is a course 
designed to challenge the students’ perception of man’s dual 
nature and the concepts of good and evil.  Students will study 
how a variety of authors and filmmakers have translated these 
theories into “flesh”.  Students will examine novels, short 
stories, plays, poetry, essays, and films focusing on the 
course’s essential questions.  Students will engage in reading, 
self-reflection, and analytical or creative writing.  At the end 
of the course, students will have the tools to formulate and 
justify their own depiction of monstrosity in all its complexity. 
 
LA IV - Monsters in Literature Honors    LAD435 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: LA III 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LAIII Honors  

 

Monsters in Literature Honors (The Monster Show Honors) is 
a more demanding course designed to challenge the students’ 
perception of man’s dual nature and the concepts of good and 
evil.  Students will study how a variety of authors and 
filmmakers have translated these theories into “flesh”.   
Students will examine novels, short stories, plays, poetry, 
essays, and films focusing on the course’s essential questions.  
Students will engage in reading, self-reflection, and analytical 
or creative writing.  At the end of the course, students will 
have the tools to formulate and justify their own depiction of 
monstrosity in all its complexity. 
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Language Arts IV - Shakespeare                     LAD440 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Shakespeare (Much Ado About Something) is a course 
designed to challenge students to examine the universality 
of Shakespeare’s works.  The course requires students to read 
and perform Shakespeare’s plays, analyze his works, and view 
both films and live drama focusing on the course’s essential 
questions.  Students will engage in reading, self-reflection, 
analytical, and creative writing.  At the end of this course, 
students will have the tools to better understand the relevance 
and art of Shakespeare’s works to both modern society and 
their lives. 
 
Language Arts IV - Shakespeare Honors       LAD445 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: LAIII 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors  

 

Shakespeare (Much Ado About Something) Honors is a more 
demanding course designed to challenge students to examine 
the universality of Shakespeare’s works.  The course requires 
students to read and perform Shakespeare’s plays, analyze his 
works, and view both films and live drama focusing on the 
course’s essential questions.  Students will engage in reading, 
self-reflection, analytical, and creative writing.  At the end of 
this course, students will have the tools to better understand 
the relevance and art of Shakespeare’s works to both modern 
society and their lives. 
 
LA IV - Search for Self in Literature          LAD450 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 
 Prerequisite: LA III 
 

Search for Self in Literature (The Search for Self) is a course 
designed to challenge students to use literature to examine 
who they are as individuals and as members of society.  The 
course requires students to examine novels, short stories, 
plays, poetry, essays, and films focusing on the course’s 
essential questions.  Students will engage in reading, self-
reflection, analytical, and creative writing.  At the end of this 
course, students will have the tools to better understand 
themselves and literature as a vehicle to illuminate life’s 
journey. 
 
LA IV - Search for Self in Literature Honors   LAD455 
 Grades: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of LAIII 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA III or 70% in LA III Honors  

 

Search for Self in Literature Honors (The Search for Self 
Honors) is a more demanding course designed to challenge  
students to use literature to examine who they are as 
individuals and members of society.  The course requires 
students to examine novels, short stories, plays, poetry, essays, 
and films focusing on the course’s essential questions.  
Students will engage in reading, self-reflection, analytical, and 
creative writing.  At the end of this course, students will have 

the tools to better understand themselves and literature as a 
vehicle to illuminate life’s journey. 
 
AP Language and Composition           LAD510 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: LA II or LAII HNS 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 90% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in LA II or 80% in LA II Honors 
 

Students in grade 11 or 12, who meet the prerequisites, may 
select AP Language and Composition to fulfill the English  
requirement during the junior or senior year.  The course is 
conducted at a college level.  Only students who have read 
widely and enjoy analytical reading should select this course. 
 

AP Language and Composition is designed to prepare the 
student for the CEEB Advanced Placement test.  Following 
the recommended course of study from the College Board, the 
course emphasizes expository, analytical and argumentative 
writing.  Students will read complex texts with understanding 
and write prose using content, purpose and audience as a focal 
point for organization.  Students are strongly encouraged to 
take the AP examination. 
 
AP Literature and Composition            LAD515 
 Grade: 11 - 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: AP Language and Composition or Art 
of the Essay or Art of the Essay HNS and one other 
semester course. 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in AP Lang or 80% final grade in Semester LA III 
Honors or 90% final grade in first semester LA III.  

 

Students in grade 12, who meet the prerequisites, may select 
AP Literature and Composition to fulfill the English 
requirement during the senior year.  The course is conducted 
at a college level.  Only students who have read widely and 
enjoy analytical reading should select this course. 
 

AP Literature and Composition is designed to prepare the 
student for the Advanced Placement test.  Following the 
recommended course of study from the College Board, the 
course offers the study of fiction, poetry, and drama with a  
high degree of incisiveness and penetration.  Writing, mainly 
exposition, forms a significant part of the course work.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP examination. 
 
Reading     LAD520 
 Grades: 9-11  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: Students who have not met state and 
district minimal levels of proficiency in reading are 
required to enroll in Reading 

 

Reading provides individualized and group attention for 
students in need of basic skills instruction, English as a second 
language, and developmental reading opportunities.    
Units of study are designed to promote the development of 
critical reading, writing and communication skills in narrative, 
persuasive, work place, and informational texts.  Literature is 
selected as appropriate to student needs. 
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Reading AHSA    LAD531 
 Grade: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: Senior students who have not met state 
and district minimal levels of proficiency in reading 
are required to enroll in Reading AHSA 

 

Seniors who have not passed the Reading portion of the HSPA 
are required to enroll in Reading AHSA in order to receive the 
necessary services and instruction.  Students enrolled in this 
class must successfully complete the October HSPA or the 
AHSA process with further testing on designated dates in 
order to be eligible for high school graduation. 
 

Alternate High School Assessment (AHSA) provides 
individualized and group attention for students in need of 
basic skills instruction, English as a second language, and 
developmental reading opportunities.  Units of study are 
designed to promote the development of critical reading, 
writing and communication skills in narrative, persuasive, 
work place, and informational texts.  Literature is selected as 
appropriate to student needs.  
 
Broadcast Writing   LAD600C 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Students with a genuine interest in the art and techniques of 
broadcasting will learn production, performance and writing 
for television and radio.  The “hands on” course involves 
working with video and audio technology to further develop 
communication and technical skills.  The course focuses on 
independent and collaborative advanced television production, 
and also introduces radio production and broadcast journalism.  
 Students have the opportunity to produce and perform for the 
high school television and radio stations.  Student work may 
also be featured through internet broadcasting and through the 
district’s educational cable access channel.   
 
Advanced Broadcast Writing for Radio and TV  LAD610C 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Demonstration of strong competency in 
Broadcast Writing.   
 

Advanced Broadcast Writing offers a student the opportunity 
to play a major role on the high school FM radio and TV 
stations.  Students create and produce television and radio 
programs through application of previously learned 
broadcasting production techniques and writing strategies. 
Advanced skill building along with a professional process and 
approach are integral components of the course.  Television 
and radio roles may include: producer, director, editor, show 
host, newscaster, sportscaster, reporter, engineer, talent, etc. 
 The course also introduces students to movie screenwriting 
and video movie production.  Due to the advanced nature of 
the coursework, involvement is required beyond the regular 
class period and beyond regular school hours.  Students must 
apply for admission to the course and must demonstrate 
mastery of the established criteria for admissions. 
Demonstrated responsibility, a strong work ethic and the 
ability to work both independently and collaboratively are 

mandatory requirements.  Students may apply for more than 
one year of Advanced Broadcast Writing.   
 
TV  Production         LAD630C 

 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
Prerequisite: None 
 

TV Production focuses on the intricacies of television. 
Students will survey the art of television production and 
develop a more critical awareness of the workings of mass 
communication media. Students will become knowledgeable 
about the visual art of television through a “hands-on” 
approach to video fundamentals, applying visual concepts, 
techniques and aesthetics to a variety of pre-production, 
production and post-production activities. Working in front of 
and behind the camera, students will create television 
programs for class viewing that are designed to entertain and 
inform. Some student productions may also be selected for 
public presentation on the district educational access channel 
or the high school broadcasting program’s online television 
station, WWPH—TV.  
 
Speech/Drama           LAD640V 
 Grades: 9-10  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Speech and Drama offers the student opportunities to practice 
in all areas of public speaking, including demonstration 
speeches and oral interpretation.  Through the study of drama, 
the student will learn theater history, stagecraft and acting 
techniques.  A performance assessment for all students will be 
conducted. 
 
Dramatic Arts         LAD650V 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Speech and Drama 
 

Drama and theater practice is studied in Dramatic Arts.  
Students will read, discuss and perform representative plays 
and scenes from theatrical history.  Fundamental speaking and 
listening skills are incorporated with units of study.  The basic 
traditional genres of expression – the play, monologues and 
poetic forms – are practiced.  Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of these genres through written compositions, oral 
and dramatic presentations.  A performance assessment for all 
students will be conducted. 
 
 Advanced Drama         LAD660V 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Dramatic Arts, Speech/Drama and 
teacher recommendation or by audition 

 

Students will be required to study and perform in assigned 
dramatic productions.  All aspects of the theater are 
emphasized, including set design, production, and 
performance.  A performance assessment for all students will 
be conducted. 
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Journalism          LAD670C 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Journalism provides an introduction to the essentials of 
writing with an emphasis on journalistic style.  Content study 
includes the investigation of the communication processes, 
contemporary challenges to the First Amendment, and the 
Hazelwood decision.  Emphasis is placed on newspapers as 
the “fourth estate” indispensable to continuing freedom and 
responsible citizenship.  Oral and written assignments, the 
analysis of style and the application of approved techniques 
are an integral part of the course.  Included in units of study 
are research into the history of journalism and journalists, and 
newspapers as the first rough draft of history.  Students with 
an interest in participating in school publications are 
encouraged to select Journalism. 
 
Advanced Journalism Honors         LAD675C 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Journalism 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Journalism.  
 

Production Journalism is designed for editors and senior staff 
writers of the school newspaper.  The course permits editors in 
charge of producing the school newspaper to refine and 
expand a knowledge base of newspaper design.  Editors 
develop policy, resolve ethical dilemmas that arise during the 
course of a year, and plan issues from artistic meetings to 
deadline.  Editors are trained as leaders for the newspaper 
staff.  Students in this course will design modes of 
communication, plan and conduct writing and layout 
workshops for the student body, and represent the newspaper 
with administrators and the community.  Senior staff writers 
explore more challenging, investigative journalism and are 
expected to develop contacts with journalists in the 
professional community. 
 
Writing Laboratory          LAD700 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: Students who have not met minimum 
levels of proficiency in writing 
 

The Writing Laboratory offers students individualized 
instruction for remediation of deficiencies in writing skills.  
While instruction in writing is provided in all language arts 
courses, the Writing Laboratory permits directed guidance in 
many discrete as well as general skills. 
Seniors who have not passed the Writing portion of the HSPA 
are required to enroll in Writing Lab in order to receive the 
necessary services and instruction.  Students enrolled in this 
class must successfully complete the October HSPA or the 
AHSA process with further testing on designated dates in 
order to be eligible for high school graduation.   
 
 
 
 

Life Skills Department 
 
Fashion Strategies    LSD100 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Fashion Strategies offers the student the opportunity to 
explore the ever-changing world of fashion.  Students will 
study color, line and design, fabrics and textiles, care and 
storage of clothing, effective wardrobe planning techniques 
and overall grooming skills.  The history and psychology of 
fashion is examined and applied to modern day design and 
current fashion trends are explored. Students will learn 
needlework skills, sewing machine maintenance and operation 
and will complete a garment construction project. 
 
Advanced Clothing Construction   LSD110 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Fashion Strategies 
 

Advanced Clothing is designed for students who have 
demonstrated clothing construction skills.  Advanced clothing 
construction techniques such as tailoring, fashion sewing, 
garment and pattern alteration, creative stitchery and textiles 
are taught.   
 
Culinary Arts     LSD120 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Culinary Arts is designed for students with limited experience 
in food preparation.  The course introduces the preparation of 
baked products, dairy foods, protein foods, and fruits and 
vegetables, with the emphasis upon making healthy food 
choices.  Special attention is placed on safe and sanitary food 
handling, the development of basic techniques and  skills 
necessary in food preparation, and time management and 
organization in the kitchen.  Implications for vocational 
choices are included with instruction.  Students considering a 
career in the foods industry should consider taking this course 
during  freshman or sophomore year to allow time for taking 
both of the advanced courses available in their junior and 
senior years.  The advanced courses are International Foods 
and Creative Cooking and Catering.  Both require Culinary 
Arts as a prerequisite. 
 
International Foods    LSD130 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 
 

International Foods offers the student an opportunity to 
explore daily food choices and nutritional needs of cultures 
worldwide as well as the opportunity to creatively prepare 
dishes of regional American cuisine and cuisines of nations 
throughout the world.  Some of the cultures explored include 
those of Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, Latin America, and 
North America.  Emphasis is placed on safety, sanitation, food 
preparation, time management, and appreciation of our 
culturally diverse heritage.  This course will be offered on 
alternate years beginning in 2011-2012. 
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Creative Cooking and Catering   LSD140 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 
 

Creative Cooking and Catering provides students with the 
opportunity to gain greater self-confidence in meal planning 
and food preparation with an emphasis on foods for 
entertaining and career exploration.  Units explored include 
garnishing and food presentation, appetizers, herbs and spices, 
beverages, soups, casseroles, specialty baking, cake 
decorating, and the catering business.  Critical thinking and 
creativity are encouraged.  Time management, food 
preparation skills, and consumer skills are sharpened.  This 
course will be offered on alternate years beginning in 2014-
2015. 
 
Child Growth and Development   LSD150 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Child Growth and Development is designed for students who 
have an interest in studying the growth and development of 
children from conception to age 5.  Those electing this course 
are exposed to the world of children through the study of the 
developmental principles and theories that can be applied on a 
practical level to various stages of the life cycle.  Students 
study the physical, emotional, social and intellectual 
development of young children and participate in class 
lectures and discussions, written and research assignments, 
projects and practical experiences to train them in preparation 
for parenting, actual parenting, and childcare skills.  A special 
emphasis is placed on career possibilities in early childhood 
education and child care as the students prepare for, organize 
and actually operate a pre-school program within the high 
school classroom from November to May.  In addition, special 
units on teen pregnancy and birth defects are explored. 
 
Youth Teaching Youth    LSD160 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation and 
interview 
 

Youth Teaching Youth provides students the opportunity to 
work closely with school age children in a classroom 
environment and exposes them to the field of education as a 
possible career choice.  The high school juniors and seniors 
electing to take part in this unique program will each work 
directly with a regular classroom teacher in a grade level or 
special area of interest from September to June in a WW-P 
school.  Through observation and participation students will 
be able to experience the role of teacher from “the other side 
of the desk” partaking in the many responsibilities required of 
a teaching professional.  Students are required to participate in 
periodic feedback sessions with their classmates and to 
complete a variety of practical and written projects and 
assignments, which enhance and enrich their experience in the 
assigned classroom environment.  The student, the cooperating 
teacher, and the Youth Teaching Youth Coordinator develop 
details of each assignment.  Particular interests of the students 
are taken into consideration before placements are made.  
Students who have not taken Child Growth and Development 

must have an interview before placement.  Students who 
participate in this program are graded on a Pass/Fail basis. 
 
Consumer Economics    LSD170 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Basic Geometry, Geometry or Hon 
Geometry   

 

Consumer Economics offers the student the study of our 
economic system with an emphasis on the role and influences 
of consumers.  Areas of study include banking, the stock 
market, consumer assistance, credit, federal taxes, money 
management, decision-making, goal setting/budgeting, values 
and the relationship of the consumer with the government. 
 Career opportunities, entrepreneurship, career preparation, job 
success and satisfaction are also covered.  Students will 
develop skills and become more efficient in handling personal 
business affairs and develop more understanding of economic 
issues and problems. 
 
Mathematics Department 
 

Possible Mathematics Course Sequences 
   
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
Algebra I  

Part 2 
Basic 

Geometry 
Algebra II Algebra & 

Trigonometry
Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Algebra & 

Trigonometry
Basic 

Geometry 
Algebra II Algebra & 

Trigonometry 
Pre-Calculus 

Geometry Advanced 
Algebra II 

Pre-Calculus Calculus 
Honors 

Geometry 
Honors 

Advanced 
Algebra II 

Honors 

Pre-Calculus 
Honors 

AP Calculus 
AB 

Geometry 
Honors & 

ACC 

Pre-
Calculus 
Honors 
&ACC 

AP Calculus 
BC 

Multivariable 
Calculus 

HNS & ACC 

 
Mathematics Lab 12   MAD102 
 Grade: 12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisite: Seniors who have not met state minimal 
levels of proficiency in math will be enrolled for at 
least one semester  

 

Seniors who have not taken or passed the mathematics portion 
of the HSPA are required to enroll in this course for at least 
one semester.  Seniors enrolled in this class must take the 
HSPA prior to successfully completing the Alternative High 
School Assessment (AHSA) process.  Seniors are required to 
either meet state proficiency levels on the HSPA or to 
successfully complete the AHSA process in order to be 
eligible for high school graduation.  Students receive 
instruction in mathematics outlined in the NJ Core Curriculum 
Content Standards as well as instruction in skills assessed on 
the SAT and ACT exams.   
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Algebra I, Part 2   MAD150 

 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Algebra I, Part 1  
 

Algebra I, Part 2 is the second part of a two-year Algebra I 
sequence.  Topics studied include powers and roots, 
polynomials, factoring, quadratic and exponential functions, 
systems of equations and inequalities, and radical expressions.  
Applications of concepts are utilized throughout the course.  
The development of problem-solving skills is emphasized.  
  
Algebra I    MAD160 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Algebra I 
 

Algebra I provides instruction for basic operations with real 
numbers, exponents, polynomials, fractions and irrational 
numbers.  Course content also includes coordinate geometry, 
factoring of polynomials, solving of linear, quadratic, and 
systems of equations and inequalities.  Verbal problems are 
integrated with units of study to emphasize the development of 
problem-solving abilities.   
 
Basic Geometry    MAD170 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Algebra I or Algebra I, Part 2 
 

Basic Geometry offers instruction in the fundamentals of 
plane geometry.  Topics for study include inductive reasoning, 
angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, congruent and similar 
triangles, quadrilaterals and other polygons, circles, right 
triangles, areas and volumes.  The course includes a review of 
skills, strategies, and problem solving techniques to prepare 
for standardized and required tests.  Real life applications of 
concepts are integrated within each unit of study.  Scientific 
calculators are used throughout the course. 
 
Geometry    MAD180 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Algebra I or Algebra I Honors 

Course Criteria:  Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Algebra I  
 

Geometry is a course emphasizing Euclidean geometry.  The 
course includes a study of inductive and deductive reasoning, 
properties of segments, angles, perpendicular and parallel 
lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, transformations, 
similarity, congruence, perimeter and area of two-dimensional 
figures and volume of solids.  Real-world problem solving is 
emphasized in the study of each topic.  Proofs are incorporated 
throughout the course.  Geometer’s Sketchpad and scientific 
calculators are used regularly. 
 
Geometry Honors   MAD185 
 Grade: 9   5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Algebra I or Algebra I Honors  
Course Criteria:  Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Algebra I or 70% in Algebra I Honors  

 

This course extensively covers the topics studied in geometry.  
See the “Geometry” course description for these topics.  

Additional topics include symbolic logic, the use of geometry 
software, formal proof and fractals.  The honors section 
stresses analytical thought and problem solving with an 
emphasis on formal proof. 
 
Geometry Honors & Accelerated  MAD195 
 Grade: 9   5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Successfully meet the criteria for the 
Honors & Accelerated Mathematics Program  

 
Geometry Honors & Accelerated is a course for ninth grade 
students who were enrolled in the Accelerated and Enriched 
Mathematics Program in grade eight.  The course focuses on 
traditional Euclidean plane and solid geometry, with 
coordinate and transformational approaches considered as 
well.  Non-Euclidean concepts are also studied.  Course topics 
include: properties of angles, parallel lines, triangles, 
quadrilaterals, polygons, circles, solids, algebra review, 
coordinate geometry, transformations, constructions, area, 
perimeter, volume, congruence, similarity, inductive and 
deductive reasoning, logic, and axiomatic systems. This 
course will emphasize detailed analysis and proof.  
Introductory topics in trigonometry will be explored in depth.  
Learning methods include use of computer software, small-
group work, discovery, and project work. 
 
Algebra II    MAD210 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisites: Geometry or Basic Geometry 
 
Algebra II is a second year algebra course that provides a 
review and reinforcement of the skills and concepts from 
Algebra I and Geometry.  Topics for instruction also include: 
polynomials, linear equations, inequalities, systems of linear 
equations, problem solving, factoring, exponents, radicals, 
quadratic equations, coordinate geometry, graphing conics, 
exponential functions, and basic operations with logarithms. 
 
Advanced Algebra II   MAD220 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Geometry or Geometry Honors 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Geometry or complete Geometry Honors  

 
Advanced Algebra II is a second year algebra course for 
students with a strong background in both Algebra I and 
Geometry.  The course extensively covers linear and quadratic 
functions and relations, factoring, rational algebraic 
expressions, complex numbers, conics, logarithms and linear 
programming.  An emphasis is placed on graphing, 
applications, and problem solving throughout the units of 
study.  Advanced Algebra II prepares students for the study of 
Pre-calculus.  Graphing calculators are used extensively.  (The 
TI 83/ TI 84 family of graphing calculators are used 
exclusively.) 
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Advanced Algebra II Honors  MAD225 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Geometry or Geometry Honors 

Course Criteria:  Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Geometry or 70% in Geometry Honors 

 

This course extensively covers linear, quadratic and 
exponential functions and relations, factoring, rational 
algebraic expressions, complex numbers, conics, logarithms, 
regression equations, series and sequences, and probability.  
The honors section stresses analytical thought and problem 
solving through extended study of topics.  Graphing 
calculators are used extensively.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 family of 
graphing calculators are used exclusively.) 
 
Pre-calculus Honors & Accelerated MAD235 
 Grade: 10  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites:  Geometry H&A 
 

Pre-calculus H&A is a continuation of the District’s A&E 
Mathematics program.  Areas of study will include (but not be 
limited to) trigonometry, inverse trigonometry, polar 
coordinates, vectors, number theory, limits and an introduction 
to differential calculus.  Topics from matrix algebra and 
analytical geometry will be incorporated. This course 
emphasizes critical and analytical thought processes, theory 
and applications.   Students must have a strong background in 
Algebra I and must have successfully completed an Advanced 
Algebra II course as well as the requirements of Geometry 
H&A.  Graphing calculators will be used throughout the 
course.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 family of graphing calculators are 
used exclusively.) 
 
Algebra and Trigonometry  MAD240 
 Grade: 11 & 12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisites: Algebra II or Advanced Algebra II 
 

Algebra and Trigonometry is a course which incorporates the 
study of extended algebra topics with the study of introductory 
trigonometry.  Topics studied include function theory, 
trigonometric, linear, exponential, rational, polynomial, 
logarithmic functions, and the conic sections.  Equation 
solving, problem solving and graphing are stressed 
 throughout the course.  Students who have demonstrated 
strong competency in Algebra II and those students who have 
experienced difficulties with Advanced Algebra II may select 
Algebra and Trigonometry. 
 
Pre-calculus    MAD250 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra II, Advanced 
Algebra II Honors or Algebra and Trigonometry 
Course Criteria: Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Advanced Algebra II or complete Advanced 
Algebra II Honors  

 

Pre-calculus emphasizes the study of functions including 
polynomial, rational, logarithmic, exponential and 
trigonometric.  Analytic trigonometry and additional topics in 
trigonometry are studied in depth.  The studies of polar 
coordinates, sequences, series and probability are 

incorporated.  Problem solving and graphing are stressed 
throughout the course.  Graphing calculators are used 
throughout the course.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 family of graphing 
calculators are used exclusively.) 
 
Pre-calculus Honors   MAD255 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Advanced Algebra II or Advanced 
Algebra II Honors 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Advanced Algebra II or 70% in Advanced Algebra 
II Honors  

 

This course extensively covers the topics studied in Pre-
calculus.  See the “Pre-calculus” course description for these 
topics.  Additionally, this course will focus on the 
underpinnings of calculus to provide students with the depth 
of knowledge needed to be successful in Advanced Placement 
Calculus AB.  Graphing calculators are used throughout the 
course.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 family of graphing calculators are 
used exclusively.) 
 
Calculus Honors    MAD265 
 Grades:11- 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Pre-calculus Honors or Pre-calculus  
 

Calculus Honors begins with a review of pre-calculus 
concepts followed by an introduction to limit theory and 
continuity.  This is followed by an in-depth study of 
techniques of differentiation and integration.  Throughout the 
year, application of differentiation and integration will be 
emphasized, including examples of optimization, related rates, 
area, and volumes of solids.  Graphing calculators are used 
throughout the course.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 family of graphing 
calculators are used exclusively.) 
 
AP Calculus AB    MAD275 
 Grades: 11-12 6 Credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Pre-calculus, Pre-calculus Honors or 
Calculus Honors 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Pre-calculus Honors or 90% in Pre-calculus or 
complete Calculus Honors 
 

Advanced Placement Calculus AB is designed to prepare 
students for the Advanced Placement Calculus AB 
Examination of the College Boards.  Topics of study include 
differentiation and integration, with emphasis on application.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP examination.   
Additional topics will extend beyond the scope of the 
Advanced Placement Calculus exam.  Graphing calculators 
are used throughout the course.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 family of 
graphing calculators are used exclusively.) 
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AP Calculus BC    MAD285 
 Grades: 11-12 6 Credits  YR 

Prerequisites Pre-Calculus H&A or AP Calculus AB 
 

This curriculum is designed to prepare students for the 
Advanced Placement Calculus BC Examination of the College 
Board.  Topics studied include applications of differentiation 
and integration, sequences and series, and special equations 
that include vector, polar, exponential, logarithmic and 
differential.  Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP 
examination.  Additional topics will extend beyond the scope 
of the Advanced Placement Calculus exam. 
 
Multivariable Calculus Honors & Accelerated                                           
      MAD295 
 Grade: 12 5 Credits     YR 

Prerequisites:  AP Calculus BC  
 

Multivariable Calculus is the final course in the college 
preparatory mathematics sequence for students in our Honors 
and Accelerated Program.  The concepts learned in single-
variable calculus will be extended to three dimensions.  
Topics studied include vector valued functions, partial 
derivatives, multiple integrals, and vector calculus.  Toward 
the end of the course, additional topics will be explored 
including differential equations and the theorems of Gauss and 
Stokes.  Computer and calculator technology will be used to 
enhance understanding of concepts. 
 
Statistics    MAD300 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Algebra II or Advanced Algebra II 
 

This introductory statistics course is an elective that focuses 
on applied statistical techniques.  The topics covered include 
techniques of probability, descriptive statistics, and inferential 
statistics, as well as, how these concepts are used to describe 
and predict events.  The course culminates with a 4-week 
extensive project utilizing concepts covered throughout the 
year.  This course is excellent for students interested in 
business, the social sciences or mathematics.  Graphing 
calculators are used throughout the course.  (The TI 83/ TI 84 
family of graphing calculators are used exclusively.) 
 
AP Statistics    MAD305 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Advanced Algebra II, Advanced 
Algebra II Honors, or Algebra and Trigonometry 

 

Advanced Placement Statistics is designed to prepare students 
for the Advanced Placement Statistics Examination of the 

College Board.  The topics of a one-semester college statistics 
course are covered, including descriptive statistics, collection 
of data, the normal distribution, basics of probability, 
inference, confidence intervals, tests of significance and 
regression.  Significant written analysis of data is required on 
a regular basis.  Students electing AP Statistics should have 
had a high level of success in past mathematics courses.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP examination.  
Use of the TI 83/84 graphing calculator is a major requirement 
of the course and AP exam. 

Music Department 
 
Music Theory I    MUD100 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: None 
 

Music Theory I, designed to introduce students to knowledge 
of music rudiments through hands-on learning, is offered to all 
students interested in understanding the fundamentals of music 
theory.  All participants should expect to improve skills in 
reading, writing, and composing music.  The course offers 
students an opportunity to improve their musicianship.  It 
develops rhythm, melody, ear-training, major and minor 
tonalities, treble and bass clef, basic keyboard skills, choral 
structures, and experience in computer assisted programs. 
 
Music Theory II           MUD110 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Music Theory I or its equivalent 
 

Music Theory II is designed for the musician who would like 
further study of music and/or for those planning a career in 
music.  The course includes the study of complex rhythm, 
melodic dictation, voice leading, four part vocal writing, 
figured bass, basic composition, further development of 
keyboard skills, a study of basic musical forms and training.  
This course incorporates composition and performance to 
assist learning and strengthen musicianship.  Computer 
programs will be used to assist students in their training. 
 
Chorale          MUD120 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Chorale is a performing ensemble available to any student 
interested in singing in a choir.  The choir performs in 
concerts and for special events in the school and community.  
The members are trained in vocal technique and musicianship 
and perform a variety of major vocal works  
 
Concert Choir         MUD130 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: Audition 
 

Concert Choir is an advanced performing ensemble selected 
by audition.  The choir performs in concerts and for special 
events in the school and community.  The members are trained 
in vocal technique and musicianship and perform a variety of 
major vocal works.  Students who are not selected for Concert 
Choir may elect to enroll in Chorale. 
 
Symphonic Band   MUD 135 
 Grade: 9  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Offered to all students who have 
experience with a wind or percussion instrument 

 

Symphonic Band (often referred to as “Freshman Band”) is 
designed to offer freshman wind and percussion 
instrumentalists the opportunity to experience traditional band 
literature of the highest quality.  The course prepares members 
to participate in either the Concert Band and/or Wind 
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Ensemble in grades 10-12.  The band performs in concerts, 
local concert band festivals, and for special school and 
community events. 
 
Concert Band                  MUD140 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Offered to all students who have 
experience with a wind or percussion instrument 

 

Concert Band is designed to offer wind and percussion 
instrumentalists the opportunity to continue their training in 
traditional band literature.  The band performs and experiences 
music of the highest quality.   
The band performs in concerts, local concert band festivals, 
and for special school and community events. 
 
Advanced Concert Band    MUD150 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: Minimum of one year in concert band 
and audition 

 

The Advanced Concert Band is designed to offer advanced 
wind and percussion instrumentalists the opportunity to 
continue their training with students of similarly advanced 
ability.  The students perform advanced band literature.  The 
bands perform at concerts, festivals, and for various school 
and community events.  The most advanced students from this 
group also perform with the orchestra. 
 
String Ensemble     MUD160 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Offered to all students who have 
experience with a stringed instrument 

 

String Ensemble is designed to offer any student grades 9-12 
the opportunity to experience string literature of the highest 
quality.  The course prepares members to perform with the 
Symphony Orchestra.  A number of performances are 
scheduled for this group throughout the year. 
 
Symphony Orchestra   MUD170 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Minimum of one year in String 
Ensemble and audition 
 

Symphony Orchestra is designed to offer instrumentalists the 

opportunity to experience orchestral literature of the highest 
quality.  Wind and percussion musicians are selected from the 
concert band and advanced concert band to perform full 
symphonic works on a regular basis.  There are several 
performances scheduled for the school and community 
throughout the year.  
 
Science Department 
 
Biology      SCD110 
 Grades: 9-10  5 Credits YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Biology is a laboratory course designed to meet the needs of 
all students.  The course of study takes the student through 
three major areas of study.  In Chemical and Biological Basis 

of Life, students will study topics such as biochemistry, cell 
biology and the flow of energy through the biosphere.  
Continuity of Life focuses on patterns of genetic inheritance, 
the structure and function of DNA and patterns of 
reproduction.  In Perpetuation of Life students will study 
principles of modern taxonomy, evolution and ecology.  The 
nature of scientific inquiry is threaded throughout the course 
as students engage in problem solving, data analyzing, 
observing, inferring, summarizing and communicating.  
 
Biology Honors     SCD115 
 Grades: 9-10  6 Credits YR 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Geometry or 
higher. 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Previous College Prep Science Course or 70% in  
previous Honors Science Course. OR “B” or higher 
in 8th grade science.  
 

Note that the Biology Honors course differs from the regular 
college preparatory courses in terms of the level of 
expectations placed on the students, the amount of 
independent work expected, the pace of coverage of content, 
the expected skill level and the breadth and depth of the 
content covered.  
 
Chemistry     SCD170 
 Grades: 10-12  6 Credits YR 
 Prerequisite: Algebra I 
 

Chemistry is a laboratory course designed to introduce and 
explore inorganic, organic, and nuclear chemistry topics.   
Within these units, students will study matter, solutions, 
formulas, bonding, atomic structure, the mole concept, 
equations, and gases.  General concepts are emphasized with 
real world examples, as the content is spiraled throughout the 
course.  Laboratory experiments, problem solving and group 
activities are included. 
 
Chemistry Honors    SCD175 
 Grades: 10-12  6 Credits YR 

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Advanced 
Algebra II or higher 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Previous College Prep MATH Course or 70% in 
previous Honors MATH Course. 
 

Note that the Chemistry Honors course differs from the 
regular college preparatory courses in terms of the level of 
expectations placed on the students, the amount of 
independent work expected, the pace of coverage of content, 
the expected skill level, the breadth and depth of the content 
covered, and the degree to which Algebra is applied in 
problem-solving. 
 
Conceptual Physics    SCD153 
 Grades: 9-10  5 Credits YR 

Prerequisite: None 
 

Conceptual Physics is a laboratory course that meets the needs 
of all students and in which students explore energy, 
properties of matter, kinematics, dynamics, wave motion, 
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electricity, electromagnetism, and optics.  Students will 
engage in significant laboratory-based experiential learning 
coupled to practical problem solving.  Students are expected to 
work collaboratively as a member of a team, communicate 
their thoughts and ideas effectively, and reflect on their own 
learning. 
 
Physics      SCD180 
 Grades: 10-12  6 Credits YR 

Prerequisite: Concurrently enrolled in Advanced 
Algebra II or higher 
 

Physics is a laboratory course covering the topics of 
kinematics, dynamics, wave motion, and light.  The course 
also introduces the student to electricity, electromagnetism, 
and modern physics concepts.  Students are expected to apply 
algebra to solve problems. 
 
Physics Honors     SCD185 

Grades: 10-12        6 Credits YR 
Prerequisites: Concurrently enrolled in Pre-calculus 
or higher math course.   
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Previous College Prep MATH Course or 70% in 
previous Honors MATH Course. 

     

Note that the Physics Honors course differs from the regular 
college preparatory courses in terms of the level of 
expectations placed on the students, the amount of 
independent work expected, the pace of coverage of content, 
the expected skill level, and the breadth and depth of the 
content covered.  Physics Honors is a more mathematically 
rigorous physics course than is Physics. 
 
Environmental Science                SCD186 
 Grades: 9-12  5 Credits YR 

Prerequisites: None 
 

Environmental Science is a course designed for students with 
a wide variety of interests and academic ability.  Students 
explore many issues and topics including global economics, 
structure and function of ecosystems, world food and water 
supplies, impact of pollution, biodiversity, alternative energy 
sources and sustainability.  Students engage in laboratory 
work, fieldwork, computer exercises, analytical writing, 
debate, discussions and group projects. 

 
Forensic Sciences     SCD190 
 Grades: 11-12  5 Credits YR 

Prerequisites: Biology and one other full year of 
science. 
 

Forensic Sciences involves the application of scientific 
principles and analyses to criminal and other legal 
investigations.  Students apply scientific concepts in genetics, 
chemical analysis, the laws of force and motion, and 
environmental relationships.  Laboratory procedures from 
biology, chemistry, physics and earth science are used to solve 
a variety of hypothetical crimes.  Coursework includes group 
activities, problem solving, and laboratory work, and may 
include outside readings, field trips, and guest speakers.  After 
completing basic information and skills, students become 

involved in a variety of activities or projects based on interest 
and ability. 
 
Human Anatomy & Physiology   SCD200 
 Grades: 11-12  6 Credits YR  

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 
 

This course is designed for students who may be interested in 
a career in health-related fields, and are interested in learning 
more about how the human body works.  HA&P will review 
basic cellular biology, chemistry and the context of the overall 
levels of biological organization of the human body.  HA&P 
will explore various body systems and investigate how they 
maintain homeostasis, as well as coordinate and control 
important physiological functions.  In addition, students will 
have an opportunity to investigate human reproduction and 
developmental embryology.  The course will include extensive 
laboratory work, library and electronic research, and guest 
speakers. 
 
Advanced Topics in Physics Honors  SCD195 
 Grade: 12         7 Credits YR 

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in Calculus or 
higher math course.   
Course Criteria: Minimum 90% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Previous College Prep Physics or 80% in previous 
Honors Physics.   

 

NOTE: If this course is selected after the student has 
completed an entire year of the foundation course, then the 
course grade and NOT the semester grade will apply. 

 

This course is a study of physics of the twentieth century.  The 
course develops the content of the dual nature of light as 
students study such properties as thin film interference, 
diffraction, and the photoelectric effect.  Students then study 
the dual nature of matter, which leads to the quantum idea, 
atomic structure, the Compton Effect, the electron, the 
Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle, and relativity.  The next 
major unit of study includes condensed matter electronics and 
complex circuitry.  The fourth major unit of study is nuclear 
physics including radioactivity, isotopes, nuclear structure, 
nuclear energy and forces, and application.  The final 
component of the course addresses elementary particles.  
Topics include classification, detection, analysis, and 
interaction forces.  
 
AP Biology     SCD205 
 Grades: 11-12  7 Credits YR 

Prerequisites: Biology or Honors Biology and 
Chemistry or Honors Chemistry.  
Course Criteria: Minimum 90% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Previous College Prep Biology and Chemistry or 
80% in previous Honors Biology and Honors 
Chemistry.   

 

NOTE: If this course is selected after the student has 
completed an entire year of the foundation course, then the 
course grade and NOT the semester grade will apply. 
 

AP Biology is a rigorous course meeting the same 
requirements found in a first year college biology course.  This 
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course is designed to give students an opportunity to study the 
biological and chemical aspects of cellular biology, Mendelian 
and molecular genetics, anatomy and physiology of plants and 
animals, evolution and environmental science.  Appropriate 
lab work as well as enrichment activities are included.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP examination. 
 
AP Chemistry     SCD215 
 Grades: 11-12  7 Credits YR 

Prerequisite: Chemistry or Honors Chemistry and 
Advanced Algebra II or higher. 
Course Criteria: Minimum 90% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in previous College Prep Chemistry or 80% in 
previous Honors Chemistry. 

 

NOTE: If this course is selected after the student has 
completed an entire year of the foundation course, then the 
course grade and NOT the semester grade will apply. 
 

AP Chemistry is a rigorous course meeting the same 
requirements found in a first year college chemistry course.  
Students will attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals 
and a reasonable competence in dealing with chemical  
problems.  The course stresses the student’s ability to think 
clearly and express his/her ideas, orally and in writing, with 
clarity and logic.  This course differs qualitatively from the 
first year secondary course in chemistry with respect to the 
kind of textbook used, depth of topics covered, the emphasis 
on chemical calculations and the mathematical formulation of 
principles, and the kind of laboratory work done.  Topics 
include: Atomic Theory and Structure, Periodicity, Chemical 
Bonding, Nuclear Chemistry, Gas Laws, Kinetic Molecular 
Theory, Solutions, Reactions, Equilibrium, Kinetics, 
Electrochemistry, Thermodynamics, and Organic Chemistry.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP exam. 
 
Descriptive Astronomy    SCD250 
 Grades: 11-12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisites: Any two full-year science courses. 
 

In Descriptive Astronomy, students investigate the Earth’s 
place in the universe by following the development of 
observations and ideas of the cosmos over past centuries 
leading to and including current thought.  Topics include the 
sun, moon, Earth, planets, comets, stars, galaxies, black holes 
and the relationship between science and technology.  
Attention is given to the impact of astronomy on society.  
Some nighttime observations are required.   
 
Genetics     SCD260 
 Grades: 11-12  2.5 credits SM 

Prerequisites: Any two full-year science courses. 
  

This course encompasses the basic principles and concepts of 
genetics.  Topics include the structure and function of DNA, 
protein function, genes and chromosomes.  Special attention is 
paid to karyotyping, genetic testing, DNA electrophoresis, and 
the polymerase chain reaction and how each of these is used in 
modern genetic analysis.  
An additional segment of the course is devoted to the 
techniques used in forensic science and paternity testing. 

A variety of laboratory procedures are conducted that 
represent common methods used in genetic analysis.  Labs 
include DNA isolation and analysis, studies of cell division, 
and genetic crosses.  Students conduct genetic crosses using 
organisms such as bacteria, Drosophila, and the mustard plant 
to demonstrate patterns of inheritance.  An independent 
research paper in genetics is assigned to provide students the 
opportunity to pursue their own individual interests.  
Suggested topics include genetic engineering, cloning, gene 
therapy, genetic testing, and medical genetics. 
 
Meteorology       SCD 265 
 Grades: 11-12  2.5 Credits SM 
 Prerequisites: Any two full-year science courses. 
 

Meteorology is a semester laboratory course designed to meet 
the needs of all students.  Although this course is a study of 
the unique characteristics of the atmosphere, the curriculum 
builds on essential concepts of chemistry and physics.  
Laboratory activities lead the students to an understanding of 
weather systems, climates, composition and dynamics of the 
atmosphere, water in the atmosphere, atmospheric interaction 
of land and water masses, and life cycles of storms such as 
hurricanes and tornadoes.  Additionally students investigate 
optical phenomena such as rainbows and mirages and apply 
their understanding of weather and climate to discuss global 
climate change. 
 
Oceanography      SCD 267
 Grades: 11-12  2.5 Credits SM 

Prerequisites: Any two full-year science courses 
 

Oceanography is a semester laboratory course designed to 
meet the needs of all students.  Although this course is a study 
of the unique characteristics of the oceans, the curriculum 
builds on essential concepts of chemistry and physics.  In 
Oceanography, students complete laboratory activities leading 
to an understanding of ocean profiles, causes of currents, 
current patterns, waves, tides, beach erosion, oceanic 
circulation, transport of sediment, ocean chemistry, ocean 
geology, and the effect of water masses on weather. 
 
Social Studies Department 
 
World History     SSD100 
 Grade: 9   5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

World History provides a survey of the significant time 
periods of human development from the Renaissance to the 
present.  Focusing on the basic elements of all societies 
through the study of institutions of civilizations-family, 
religion, education, economics and government-the course 
offers an historical perspective for today’s world.  This 
historical perspective is presented chronologically.  Skills are 
reinforced and developed using historical content.  Current 
events are integrated into the curriculum in order to bridge 
past and modern events.  
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World History Honors          SSD105     
 Grade: 9   5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 

Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 course 
average in 8th grade Social Studies.    

 

As a more challenging course, its concepts and skills are 
developed and  reinforced using historical content with 
scholarly and primary source materials. 
World History Honors provides a survey of the significant 
time periods of human development from the Renaissance to 
the present.  Focusing on the basic elements of all societies 
through the study of institutions of civilizations-family, 
religion, education, economics and government-the course 
offers an historical perspective for today’s world.  This 
historical perspective is presented chronologically.  Skills are 
reinforced and developed using historical content.  Current 
events are integrated into the curriculum in order to bridge 
past and modern events.  The ultimate goal is to give students 
a framework so that they may use the past to develop insights 
that will allow them to deal with issues they will encounter 
today and in the future.  Students who have developed strong 
proficiencies in social studies skills, including reading, 
research, writing and inference skills may select World 
History HNS.    
 
American Studies I    SSD200 
 Grade: 10  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: World History 
     

American Studies I examines the rich cultural, economic, 
historical, and social heritage of this country as it has 
developed from the origins of the American Revolution, 
governmental and constitutional development, westward 
territorial expansion, the crisis and challenges of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction eras, the rise of American industrial and 
urban development, overseas expansion, and international 
power, and two decades of Progressive reform in the early 20th 
Century.  The outbreak of World War I and entry of the 
United States into this global conflict is the connecting point 
with American Studies II and modern history.  This course 
also focuses on class, gender and racial issues and their 
significance in our nation’s history, the placement of 
American history in its global context, the constant dialectic of 
change and continuity, and the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship in our democratic society.  This course is required 
for graduation and provides students with essential knowledge 
and insights to better understand the significant issues that 
face American society today.   
 
American Studies I Honors   SSD235 
 Grade: 10  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: World History  
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 course 
average in World History. 

 

As a more challenging course, its concepts and skills are 
developed  and reinforced using historical content with 
scholarly and primary source materials. 
Firstly, this course examines the rich cultural, economic, 
historical, and social heritage of this country as it has 
developed from the origins of the American Revolution, 

governmental and constitutional development, westward 
territorial expansion, the crisis and challenges of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction eras, the rise of American industrial and 
urban development, overseas expansion,, and international 
power, and two decades of Progressive reform in the early 20th 
Century.  The outbreak of World War I and the United States’ 
entry into this global conflict is the connecting point with 
American Studies II and modern history.  Secondly, this 
course also focuses on class, gender, and racial issues and 
their significance in our nation’s history, the placement of 
American history in its global context, the constant dialectic of 
change and continuity, and the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship in our democratic society.  The ultimate goal is to 
give students a framework so that they may use the past to 
develop insights that will allow them to deal with issues they 
will encounter today and in the future.  Students who have 
developed strong proficiencies in social studies skills, 
including reading, research, writing and inference skills may 
select AS I HNS.    
 

American Studies II    SSD300 
 Grade: 11  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: American Studies I or American Studies 
I, Honors. 

 

American Studies II integrates a chronological and thematic 
study of the significant cultural, economic, historical, and 
social issues encountered by the United States from the 
outbreak of World War I through the 20 Century to today.  
Specific units of study will focus on important cultural, 
economic, historical, and social events that have shaped the 
United States government’s domestic, economic, and foreign 
policies during this period.  This course examines the rich 
historical and multicultural heritage of this nation, the 
expanded role of the government in domestic matters and its 
pivotal role in world affairs, and the rights and responsibilities 
of American citizenship.  
 
American Studies II Honors   SSD305 
 Grade: 11  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisites: American Studies I or American 
Studies I, Honors.  
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 course 
average in American Studies I (College Prep) or 70% 
Sem. 1 course average. in American Studies I, 
Honors.  

 

American Studies II Honors integrates a chronological and 
thematic study of the significant cultural, economic, historical, 
and social issues encountered by the United States from the 
outbreak of World War I through the 20th Century to today.  
Specific units of study will focus on important cultural, 
economic, historical, and social events that have shaped the 
United States government’s domestic, economic, and foreign 
policies during this period.  This course examines the rich 
historical and multicultural heritage of this nation, the 
expanded role of the government in domestic matters and its 
pivotal role in world affairs, and the rights and responsibilities 
of American citizenship.  Students who have demonstrated 
strong proficiencies in social studies skills including reading, 
research, writing, and inference skills may select American 
Studies II Honors.  
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International Business and Cultures SSD400C 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

International Business and Cultures is a full year elective 
course focusing on global marketing, cultures, customs, and 
telecommunications.  Students will learn about international 
trade and finance, economics, communications, travel and 
money around the world.  A variety of learning opportunities 
linking other educational disciplines, business, and industry 
will be incorporated to provide a realistic approach.  Students 
will learn about career opportunities relating to international 
business in industry, business, government, and other 
professions.  The skills and knowledge students acquire in this 
course will prepare them for life in an international 
environment. 
 
Human Behavior    SSD410 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Human Behavior is an introduction to sociology and 
psychology, its foundations, history and methods.  Students 
apply what they have learned in discussions of current issues 
and dilemmas, psychological research studies, in addition to 
mental health topics.  The course helps to prepare students for 
future classes in sociology and behavioral sciences.  Success 
in human behavior requires active participation.  Students are 
also required to complete a survey experiment in sociology 
and a research paper in psychology. 
 
Legal and Political Experiences (IPLE) SSD420C 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Legal and Political Experiences offers an opportunity to 
examine political concepts and practices on the federal, state 
and local government levels.  Participatory experiences in law-
related activities are essential components of the curriculum.   
Students are required to become involved in community 
projects, voter registration, observe court and municipal 
proceedings and contribute to legal and political workshops.  
Topics for study are based on historical landmark Supreme 
Court decisions as well as contemporary political and legal 
trends.  The award winning text “Street Law” is used as a 
practical guide to individual rights and the law.  Students 
selecting Legal and Political Experiences should be prepared 
to enter performance contracts with the teacher. 
 
Economics/Social Problems in American Society SSD430C 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course takes an analytical approach to the study of public 
policy in the United States and the economic and social forces 
that shape them.  Emphasis is foremost on economic analysis 
through a look at the allocation of resources in our society. 
In order to provide a more thorough understanding of public 
policy, related topics such as law, ethics, sociology, and 
politics are addressed.  Additional topics include 
discrimination, economic growth, crime, health care, big 

business, and sports.  Emphasis is on research and 
presentation, both in writing and orally.  Projects will be 
presented in groups and individually.  A case study approach 
is taken in each unit.  College level texts are utilized, in 
addition to academic journals and magazines. 
 
Multicultural Studies    SSD440 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This course offers students an opportunity to investigate and 
learn the significant aspects of the history, culture, and 
contemporary experiences of a variety of racial and ethnic 
groups of people.  Its primary purpose is to promote an 
appreciation of unity and diversity within the American  
society.  An emphasis is placed on the universals of all 
cultures.  Through investigative study, the student will be 
expected to analyze and interpret contributions to society by 
such diverse groups as Asians, Islanders, Native American, 
African Americans, Latinos, Middle Easterners, and others.  
Attitudes and values as appropriate within the context of the 
study of multiculturalism will be examined. 
 
AP United States History    SSD455 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of at least one 
full-year course in American Studies I or American 
Studies 1, Honors. 
Course Criteria:  Minimum 90% Sem. 1 course 
average in American Studies I (College Prep) or 80% 
Sem. 1 course average in American Studies I, 
Honors. 

 

AP US History offers the student a college level experience in 
an academic pursuit.  Through an examination of primary and 
scholarly historical source materials, students are required to 
critically analyze and assess historical documents and 
information, weigh evidence, interpret cause and effect 
relationships, and make conclusions on a variety of economic, 
historical, and social issues, based upon informed and well-
reasoned judgments.  Students must have demonstrated 
superior proficiencies in language and social studies.  The 
curriculum and course are designed to prepare students for the 
College Board’s Advanced Placement United States History 
Exam.  Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP 
examination.   
 
AP European History    SSD465 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of at least one 
full-year course in American Studies I or American 
Studies 1, Honors. 
Course Criteria:  Minimum  90% Sem. 1 course 
average in a previous American Studies (College 
Prep) course or 80% Sem. 1 course average in a 
previous American Studies, Honors course or 70% 
Sem. 1 course average in a previous Advanced 
Placement Social Studies course. 

 

Students will study European History from the Renaissance to 
the present with an emphasis on providing the student with 
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challenging and stimulating learning experiences to prepare 
them for the College Board’s Advanced Placement European 
History Examination and enhance their critical thinking, 
document analysis, inference, and writing skills. Students are 
strongly encouraged to take the AP examination.   
 
AP Am. Government & Comparative Politics  SSD475 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of at least one 
full-year course in American Studies I or American 
Studies 1, Honors. 
Course Criteria: Minimum  90% Sem. 1 course 
average in previous American Studies course 
(College Prep) or 80% Sem. 1 course average in a 
previous American Studies , Honors course or 70% 
Sem. 1 course average in a previous Advanced 
Placement Social Studies course. 

 

Students electing this course will study both the governmental 
concepts and constitutional principles used to interpret 
American politics and the analysis of specific case studies.  A 
familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and 
ideas that make up the American political reality will be 
acquired.  Comparative Government and Politics offers 
students the unique opportunity to examine, in depth, other 
nations’ governmental and political institutions and principles.  
Designed to offer students a critical perspective on politics and 
government in the United States and influential nations in the 
world, these courses will prepare students for the College 
Board Achievement Examinations in American and 
Comparative Governments and Politics.  Students are strongly 
encouraged to take the AP exam.   
 
World Languages Department 
 
West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North and South offer 
sequential study in Mandarin Chinese, French, German, Latin, 
and Spanish.  Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
culture are integral parts of each course.   
 

Students who began French, German, Spanish or Chinese in 
grade six of the middle school may be eligible to enroll in 
Advanced Placement French, German, Spanish or Chinese. 
There are prerequisites noted above the course descriptions.  
In order to be well prepared for a Subject Test in any world 
language, students should complete at least the 4 honors level.  
Students who begin the study of a world language in grade 
nine will take level one.  They will be able to complete a full 
four-year sequence of study in one language.  Please note that 
a language level is not specific to a grade.  For example: Level 
1 classes can include students from different grades who are 
beginning language study late or are beginning the study of a 
second or third world language. 
 

For Honors courses in Spanish, French, German and Chinese, 
a program has been designed to lead to Advanced Placement 
courses.  Typical sequences are indicated, though placement 
may be based on other factors, such as heritage speakers, 
course approval, etc.  Courses will be offered on a campus in 

years when enrollment so justifies or they may be combined 
with another level of the same language.  
 
An Intro to Spanish Communication & Culture    WLD100 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

This is an introductory course with a focus on oral proficiency 
and cultural study.  This is a special course with a hands-on, 
concrete approach for different learning styles.  Techniques 
for the differentiation of instruction are utilized.  The basic 
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening are 
incorporated into the course, yet the emphasis is on the skills 
necessary for effective communication, especially in reference 
to communication in the work place.  This two-year sequence 
fulfills the graduation language requirement.   
 
Spanish Language & Cultural Study WLD105 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Completion of An Intro to Sp. Comm. 
& Cul. or completion of at least one year of Middle 
School Spanish. 

 

This is the second year of the series beginning with Intro to 
Sp. Comm. & Culture.  The emphasis is on the skills 
necessary for effective communication, especially in reference 
to communication in the work place. 
 
Spanish for Heritage Speakers I  WLD110 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None  
 

This course is for students who speak Spanish at home, but 
were either born in the United States or moved here at a very 
young age.  This is a special course, which emphasizes the 
reading and writing skills necessary for heritage speakers to 
become educated Spanish speakers.  
 
Spanish for Heritage Speakers II  WLD115 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Sp. for Heritage Speakers I  
 

This course is for students who speak Spanish at home, but 
were either born in the United States or moved here at a very 
young age.  This is a special course, which emphasizes the 
reading and writing skills necessary for heritage speakers to 
become educated Spanish speakers.  This is the sequel to Sp. 
for Heritage Speakers I and will focus on the heritage 
speaker’s role in society, the issues facing today’s world, the 
global community and the realities of Hispanics in the US. 

 
Spanish 1    WLD120 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Spanish 1 is a course in the basic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing Spanish as it is used throughout the 
Spanish-speaking world.  Culture study will provide the 
student with information on life in Spanish-speaking 
countries. 
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Spanish 2    WLD130 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite:  completion of Spanish 1 or completion 
of at least two years of Middle School Spanish.  

 

This course will continue to develop the basic skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing practical Spanish.  
Culture study will provide the student with information on life 
in Spanish-speaking countries.   
 
Spanish 3    WLD140 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish 2 or completion 
of 3 years of Middle School Spanish.  

 

Spanish 3 strengthens the facility with the language through 
the review of basic communication skills and the introduction 
of new material needed for communication.  Culture study is 
an integral part of the course. 
 
Spanish 3 Honors                  WLD146 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Spanish 2 or 3 years of Middle School 
Spanish 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in High School or 8th grade Spanish (3 year middle 
school sequence) with 80% combined average for 
marking periods 1 and 2.   

 

Spanish 3 Honors offers the highly motivated student of 
Spanish the opportunity to begin a sequence of rigorous 
studies of the Spanish language and the cultures of the 
Spanish-speaking people.  Students should plan to continue 
the course sequence to Advanced Placement Spanish 
Language. 
 
Spanish 4    WLD150 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: completion of Spanish 3  
 

Spanish 4 is a course designed to further individual  
development of the essential communication skills.  Oral 
proficiency is emphasized.  Students read and discuss short 
stories and selections from contemporary articles on topics of 
cultural interest.  Projects and other hands-on assessments are 
an integral part of the course.  Grammar will be studied to 
facilitate accuracy of self-expression. 
 
Spanish 4 Honors   WLD155 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Spanish 3 Honors 
Course Criteria: Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Spanish 3 Honors.     

 

Spanish 4 Honors is a continuation of the sequence begun in  
Spanish 3 Honors.  (See that description.)  This is a course for 
students who are planning to continue the sequence to AP 
Spanish Language. 
 
 
 

Spanish 5    WLD160 
 Grade: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Spanish 4  
 

This course is for the students who wish to continue studying 
the language and work on oral proficiency, which is 
emphasized.  Assessments will be in the form of hands-on 
projects, as well as presentations and written assessments.  
Topics of cultural interest are studied and grammatical 
structures are reviewed to facilitate the communication skills 
of the students. 
 
Conversations in Spanish  WLD165 
 Grade: 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: completion of Spanish 5  
 

This course allows students to continue to work on their oral 
proficiency and conversational skills.  Emphasis is placed on 
the cultural aspects of the Spanish speaking world.  Music, art, 
short stories and some contemporary films are an integral part 
of the course, as well as the study of the traditions and society 
of Spain and Latin America.  Projects and other hands-on 
assessments are an important part of the course. 
 
Honors Spanish Cultural Studies  WLD175 

Grades: 11-12             5 credits  YR 
Prerequisite: Spanish 4 Honors or Spanish 5  
Course Criteria: Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Spanish 4 Honors  or  Minimum 90% Sem. 1 
Course Avg. in Spanish 5.   

 

This course offers students the opportunity to investigate and 
learn about significant aspects of the Spanish speaking world.  
The Spanish language will be used as a tool to explore and 
acquire a cultural, social, political and historical perspective of 
Spain and Latin America through music, art, literature, and 
film. Conversation will be an integral part of the course, as 
well as reading and writing. Students will be expected to 
actively participate in discussions concerning the varied 
topics.       
 
AP Spanish Language   WLD185 
 Grade: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Spanish 4 Honors or Honors Spanish 
Cultural Studies 
Course Criteria: Minimum 85% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Spanish 4 Honors or Honors Spanish Cultural 
Studies 

 

This course is comparable in content and in difficulty to a 
course in Advanced Spanish Composition and Conversation at 
the third year college level.  It consists of an intensive review 
of all structure, considerable vocabulary building, and 
speaking exercises to improve pronunciation and language 
facility.  In addition to the text, materials may be chosen from 
literature, magazines, newspapers and a variety of authentic 
audio-visual selections.  There is frequent composition work 
and students are expected to participate actively in listening 
comprehension exercises and oral presentations.  Concentrated  
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practice to develop the abilities required for the Advanced 
Placement exam will be an integral part of the course.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the Advanced 
Placement examination. 
 
AP Spanish Literature   WLD195 
 Grades: 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: AP Spanish Language  
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in AP Spanish Language.   
 

This course is the equivalent of a third year college 
Introduction to Spanish Literature course.  It is designed to 
prepare the students for the Advanced Placement test.  
Following the recommended course of study from the College 
Board, the course covers selected authors and works from the 
literature of Spain and Latin America and centers on the 
understanding and analysis of literary texts.  The goals of the 
course are to prepare the student to read literary texts of all 
genres in Spanish; to analyze critically the form and content of 
literary works (including poetry) through the use of 
appropriate terminology; and to participate actively in 
discussions on literary topics in Spanish. 
 
French 1    WLD200 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

French 1 is an introductory course in the basic skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing elementary French.  
Culture study will provide the student with information on life 
in French-speaking countries. 
 
French 2    WLD205 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: completion of French 1or completion of 
3 years of Middle School French  

 

This course will continue to develop the basic skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing practical French.  
Culture study will acquaint the student with contemporary life 
in French speaking countries and regions in North America. 
 
French 3    WLD210 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: French 2  
 

French 3 consists of four integrated areas of study: culture, 
grammar, conversation, and composition.  This course will 
strengthen the four skills through the review of basic grammar 
concepts and the introduction of new material needed for more 
precise communication.  Attention will be given to the 
different French-speaking peoples.  Emphasis is upon spoken, 
as well as written communication. 
 
French 3 Honors                                 WLD212 

Grades 10-12                               5 credits    YR 
Prerequisite: French 2  
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in French 2. 

 

French 3 Honors offers the highly motivated student of French 
the opportunity to begin a sequence of the rigorous studies of 
the French language and the cultures of the French-speaking 
people.  Students should plan to continue the sequence to 
Advanced Placement French. 
 
French 4    WLD215 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: French 3  
 

French 4 is a course designed to further individual 
development of the essential communication skills.  Oral 
proficiency is emphasized.  Students read and discuss short 
stories and selections from contemporary articles on topics of 
cultural interest.  Grammar will be studied to facilitate 
accuracy of self-expression.  Projects and other hands-on 
assessments are an integral part of the course. 
 
French 4 Honors   WLD225 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: French 3 Honors 
Course Criteria: Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in French 3 Honors 

 

French 4 Honors is a course designed to further individual 
development of the essential communication skills.  Students 
will read and discuss short stories and selections from 
contemporary articles on topics of cultural interest.  Grammar 
will be studied to facilitate accuracy of comprehension and 
self-expression.  Extemporaneous discussion, as well as 
writing skills, will be incorporated into each unit of study.  
Supplemental units encouraging oral proficiency in basic 
travel, social and career situations will also be included.  
Students should plan to complete the course sequence to 
Advanced Placement French Language. 
 
French 5    WLD230 
 Grades: 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: completion of French 4  
 

This course is for the students who wish to continue studying 
the language and work on oral proficiency, which is 
emphasized.  Assessments will be in the form of hands-on 
projects, as well as presentations and written assessments.  
Topics of cultural interest are studied and grammatical 
structures are reviewed to facilitate the communication skills 
of the students. 
 
AP French Language   WLD235 
 Grade: 12  5 credits  YR  

Prerequisite: French 4 Honors 
Course Criteria: Minimum 85% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in French 4 Honors  
 

This course is comparable in content and in difficulty to a 
course in Advanced French Composition and Conversation at 
the third year college level.  It consists of an intensive review 
of all structure, considerable vocabulary building, and 
speaking exercises to improve pronunciation and language 
facility.  In addition to the text, materials are chosen from 
contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and a variety 
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of authentic audio-visual selections from different French-
speaking countries.  There is frequent composition work, and 
students are expected to participate actively in listening 
comprehension and speaking exercises.  Concentrated practice 
to develop the abilities required for the AP exam will be 
emphasized.  Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP 
examination. 
 
German 1    WLD300
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

German 1 is an introductory course in the four basic skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing, with special emphasis 
on pronunciation and conversational patterns.  The study of 
holidays, geography, history, and everyday life in German-
speaking countries will be an integral part of the course.  
 
German 2    WLD305 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: German 1 or 3 years Middle School 
German  

 

This course will continue to explore the language in terms of 
the development of communication skills.  The study of 
culture will continue to acquaint the student with 
contemporary life in German-speaking countries.  
 
German 3    WLD310 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: German 2  
 

German 3 will strengthen the four skill areas developed in 
German 1 and 2.  Special emphasis will be placed on the 
development of conversational skills and a review of grammar 
concepts.  Students will begin reading contemporary German 
short stories.  The reading and discussion of these stories will 
increase vocabulary and improve oral expression.  Cultural 
topics will be an integral part of the course. 
 
German 4 Honors   WLD315 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: German 3 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in German 3 

 

German 4 Honors is designed for the student who has 
completed three years of study of the language and would like 
an introduction to contemporary German literature.  
Conversational skills will be refined with special emphasis on 
pronunciation, idiomatic expressions and grammatical 
structures.  Students will research individually chosen topics 
to broaden their knowledge of Germanic cultures. 
 
German 5 Honors   WLD325 
 Grade: 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: German 4 Honors 
Course Criteria: Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in German 4 Honors  

 

German 5 Honors is an advanced level course designed to 
further develop the essential communication and critical-

thinking skills.  An important part of the course will be literary 
analysis of short stories representative of German, Austrian, 
and Swiss authors.  Students will also study drama, the 
German novella and the Germanic cultures reflected in the 
various genres.  Grammar review, extemporaneous discussion 
and advanced composition will be integral components of the 
course. 
 
AP German Language   WLD335  
 Grade: 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: German 4 Honors   
Course Criteria: Minimum 85% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in German 4 Honors or German 5 Honors.   

 

This course is comparable in content and in difficulty to a 
course in Advanced German Composition and Conversation at 
the third year college level.  It consists of an intensive review 
of all structure, considerable vocabulary building, and 
speaking exercises to improve pronunciation and language 
facility.  In addition to the text, materials are chosen from 
contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and a variety 
of authentic audio-visual selections from different German-
speaking countries.  There is frequent composition work, and 
students are expected to participate actively in listening 
comprehension and speaking exercises.  Concentrated practice 
to develop the abilities required for the AP exam will be 
emphasized.  Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP 
examination. 
 
Latin 3 and Latin 4 Honors will be offered as On-line 
Courses in the 2014-15 school year.   
 
Latin 3     WLD410 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Latin 2  
 

The Latin 3 course presupposes student mastery of most 
grammatical forms.  The course contains grammar review and 
emphasizes the refinement of the students’ reading and 
translation skills.  A variety of Roman authors are introduced 
and discussed, further developing critical-thinking and 
knowledge of Roman literature.  History and mythology units 
and projects are integral parts of the course. 
 
Latin 4 Honors    WLD415
 Grades: 12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Latin 3 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Latin 3.   
 

Latin 4 Honors is designed for the student who has mastered 

three years of Latin and who would like to study selected 
poetry and/or prose in depth.  Roman history, culture, and 
mythology are treated as they relate to the literature studied.  
Latin grammar is reviewed and taught as it applies to the 
literature read.  Special emphasis is given to the Roman 
influence on English literary tradition. 
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Chinese 1    WLD500 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 
 Prerequisite: None 
 

Chinese 1 is an introductory course in Mandarin designed for 
students having no previous knowledge of the language.  
Emphasis in this course is on the basic skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing Chinese.  Culture studies are an 
integral part of the course. 
 
Chinese 2    WLD505 
 Grades: 9-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Chinese 1 or 3 years Middle School 
Chinese  

 

Chinese 2 is designed for the students who have fulfilled the 
requirements of Chinese 1.  The course emphasizes the 
improvement of oral expression and the development of 
vocabulary through activities integrating listening 
comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.  Special 
attention is given to the reading of Chinese characters.  A 
study of Chinese culture is an integral part of the course. 
 
Chinese 3    WLD510 
 Grades: 10-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Chinese 2  
 

Chinese 3 is designed for the students who have fulfilled the 
requirements of Chinese 2.  The course emphasizes and 
further advances the students’ oral and written communicative 
abilities.  Based on their prior knowledge in Chinese, students 
are guided to study the basic Chinese grammar in a systematic 
manner.  Some simple social correspondence, as well as 
narrations and descriptions, are the goals for writing. Cultural 
awareness focuses on the interdependence of language, 
thought and culture. 
 
Chinese 4 Honors   WLD515 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Chinese 3 
Course Criteria: Minimum 80% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Chinese 3.  

 

Chinese 4 Honors is designed for the students who have 
fulfilled the requirements of Chinese 3.  Conversational skills 
are refined with special emphasis on idiomatic expressions 
and sentence structures.  Students read and discuss cultural 
features such as important figures, historical events, and major 
sites both in the People’s Republic of China and in Taiwan.  
Open-ended answers and creative composition are 
incorporated into each unit of study. 
 
Chinese 5 Honors   WLD525 
 Grades: 11-12  5 credits  YR 

Prerequisite: Chinese 4 Honors  
Course Criteria: Minimum 70% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Chinese 4 Honors 

 

Chinese 5 Honors is designed for the student who has finished 
Chinese 4 Honors.  Classroom activities are organized to meet 
individual student’s needs.  Students have the opportunity to 

engage in classroom discussion and research projects which 
allow them to use the language to explore in depth certain 
topics relating to Chinese literature and history. 
 
AP Chinese Language   WLD535 

Grade: 12  5 credits  YR 
Prerequisite: Chinese 4 Honors  
Course Criteria: Minimum 85% Sem. 1 Course Avg. 
in Chinese 4 Honors or Chinese 5 Honors 

 

This course is comparable in content and in difficulty to a 
third year college level.  It consists of an intensive review of 
all structure, considerable vocabulary building, and speaking 
exercises to guide the students in their achievement of oral 
language proficiency.  In addition to the text, materials may be 
chosen from contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers 
and a variety of authentic audio-visual selections.  There is 
frequent composition work and character reading.  Students 
are expected to participate actively in debating exercises, 
classroom discussions and oral presentations.  Concentrated 
practice to develop the abilities required for the Advanced 
Placement exam will be an integral part of the course.  
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP examination.   
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Additional Academic Programs 
 
WWPHS offers educational programs designed to extend the 
learning opportunities beyond courses offered in the standard 
curriculum.  The programs described in this section offer 
students the chance to participate in specialized support 
classes, community-based experiential learning, independent 
study, enrichment activities, Princeton University courses, 
vocational/technical programs, internships and mentorships. 
 
English as a Second Language 
 
ESL, or English as a Second Language, is a multi-level course 
for teaching English to non-native speakers.  Its primary goal 
is communication in English.  In this program students are 
helped to use English actively in speaking and writing and to 
comprehend English that is spoken and written.  The four 
skills a student must develop in the language curriculum are 
listening, speaking, reading and writing.  ESL takes the place 
of Language Arts and counts as Language Arts credit.  When 
the student passes a state mandated English assessment test, 
he/she will then be scheduled into the mainstream Language 
Arts program.  A component of the ESL program is a 
Bilingual tutorial.  The purpose of this class is to help students 
in content area classes via small group or individual 
instruction with the bilingual teacher. 
 

Courses in this program: 
World History ESL  5 credits            SSD150E 
American Studies I ESL  5 credits            SSD280E 
American Studies II ESL  5 credits            SSD340E 
Language Arts ESL I  10 credits          LAD150E 
Language Arts ESL II  5 credits            LAD240E 
Language Arts ESL III  5 credits            LAD500E 
Science I ESL   5 credits            SCD100E 
Science II ESL (Biology)  5 credits            SCD140E 
Bilingual Study Skills/Chinese 2.5 credits         WSD300 
Study Skills/ESL   2.5 credits         WSD340E 
 
Independent Study Programs 
 
Independent Study   (dept code)950 
 Grades: 10-12 maximum 5 credits  YR 
   1 credit per 35 hours 
 

The Independent Study Program is available for those juniors 
or seniors who are looking for an additional academic 
opportunity for in-depth study beyond the WWPHS course 
offerings or have a desire to fulfill a course need that is not 
available in the current WWPHS curriculum.  An Independent 
Study may not be employed to replace a course that is offered 
in the current WWPHS curriculum.     
 

The following steps are required for the proper completion of 
an Independent Study (I.S.): 
 
 

1. A West Windsor-Plainsboro High School faculty member 
must serve as the I.S. advisor.  Please understand that faculty 
members are under no obligation to serve as an I.S. advisor; 
they do so voluntarily. 
 

2. The student and his/her advisor must collaborate on the 
work to be completed and grades, the credits to be awarded, 
and the time to be allotted.  An Independent Study Contract 
(available in guidance), listing the appropriated details, must 
then be completed.  The student is then responsible for getting 
the contract approved and signed by his/her parent or 
guardian, the department supervisor, his/her school counselor, 
the director of guidance, and the principal.  The contract is 
kept on file in guidance until the completion of the I.S. 
 

3. Credits will be awarded upon completion of the I.S. course 
or project.  One credit will be granted for every 35 hours of 
project work or the course is certified by the principal under 
6A:8-5.1(a)1.ii.  A time log must be maintained, verified and 
presented when the I.S. is completed.  All evaluations must be 
reviewed and approved by the I.S. advisor.  A grade of pass or 
fail will be issued for all independent studies. 

 
Princeton University  
 
Princeton University Course XXD(course code #)  

Grades: 11-12  3 credits  SM 
Prerequisites: See below 

 

High school students may apply for courses in mathematics, 
biology, physics, chemistry, foreign languages, computer 
science and music (when special talent can be demonstrated) if 
they meet all of the following requirements: 
 

Note: Princeton University has clarified their stance on 
District procedures which allow our students to take outside 
course work.  Princeton University provides WWPHS students 
with the opportunity to take their courses as a courtesy.  The  
intent is to offer courses to a limited number of exceptional 
students who meet their criteria and follow the application 
procedures. 
   

The student must have completed all the courses that WWPHS 
has to offer in the subject they are applying to take at 
Princeton.  Princeton University has made it clear that they 
will not allow our students to circumvent that rule by taking 
outside course work.  Therefore, PU will not accept a 
WWPHS student who has accelerated past the last course in 
the WWPHS curricular sequence by taking outside course 
work. 
 

Students may not contact Princeton University directly.  
Information and applications for this program are coordinated 
through WWPHS Guidance Department and approved by the 
Director of Guidance.  Applications outlining specific 
requirements for inclusion in the program as established by 
Princeton University are available in the Guidance Office for 
fall courses in April and for spring courses in November. 
 

The University does not issue transcripts to high school 
students.  WWPHS North and South award high school credits 
for these courses.  Grades are calculated into the student’s 
grade point average.   
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Research Courses 
 
Student Research in the Humanities          XXD125 

Grades: 11-12  2.5-5 credits YR 
 

Student Research provides opportunities for students to design 
and implement original research projects under the guidance 
of a faculty mentor. Students are expected to perform 
literature searches, analyze published research articles, 
develop relevant and testable questions, consult experts in 
their field of study, design and carry out research plans and 
analyze results.  In addition, they may learn and use basic 
quantitative and qualitative research techniques, conduct 
ethnographic research and form partnerships with experts in 
industry or academia.  Students will share their progress with 
one another and the teacher-mentor at periodic seminars, and 
will communicate with other students who are working on 
similar projects. As a culminating experience, students will 
create a formal research project summarizing their findings, 
present their results at a seminar session, communicate their 
results through oral presentations, and, where appropriate, 
submit their research in competition.  
  
Student Research in the Sciences   SCD270 

Grade: 10-12  5 credits  YR 
Prerequisites: One year of a lab science course 

 

Student Research provides opportunities for students to design 
and implement original scientific research projects under the 
guidance of a faculty mentor.  Students are expected to 
perform literature searches, analyze published research 
articles, develop relevant and testable questions, consult 
experts in the field, learn basic lab techniques, form 
partnerships with scientists in industry or academia, design 
and carry out experiments to test hypotheses, and analyze 
results.  Students will share their progress with one another 
and the teacher-mentor at periodic seminars, and will 
communicate with other scientists who are working on similar 
problems.  As a culminating experience students will write a 
formal research paper summarizing their findings, present 
their results at a poster session, communicate their results 
through oral presentations, and, where appropriate, submit 
their research to science competitions.   
 
 
Senior Option Program 
 
Senior Option          CBD260 
 Grade: 12 10 credits  SM 
 

The Senior Option is a program that provides an opportunity 
for eligible WWP seniors to spend a portion of their last 
semester of high school in professional internships with local 
companies or in service learning experiences. To be eligible, 
the senior must have passed the High School Proficiency 
Assessment (HSPA), be in good academic standing, and have 
a 3.0 GPA or better.  Students who elect the Senior Option 
experience will receive a pass/fail grade and ten credits.   
 

 

 
The student must agree to meet attendance and punctuality 
requirements when scheduled to report to the work/service 
site. The Senior Option Program is subject to the attendance 
policies and procedures of the West Windsor-Plainsboro 
Regional School District.   
 

Students who elect to participate in the Senior Option Program 
must: 
1. Complete the application packet and interview process;  
2. Arrange his/her school schedule to facilitate leaving campus 
during the afternoon session of the second semester; and  
3. Be able to provide his/her own transportation to the 
work/service site.  
 

In addition, the following requirements are part of the 
student’s responsibilities: 
 A weekly journal outlining the activities of the past 

week.  (This may be submitted by either print or 
electronically). 

 A culminating presentation at the end of the internship 
documenting the practices observed and learned; an 
assessment of this career pathway for future interns; and 
an evaluation of the experience. 

 Attendance at a seminar every Friday at the high school 
for group interaction, and a series of discussions on a 
variety of professional practices. These discussions 
could include, but are not limited to, professional ethics, 
résumé construction and interview skills. 

 
Special Education 
 
Special education services are provided for those students that 
are eligible for classification under IDEA.  Services include, 
but are not limited to, self-contained classes, learning & 
language disabilities (LLD) classes, resource center (RC) 
classes, in-class resource (ICR), support provided by inclusion 
consultants (IC) and in-class assistants (ICA).  Specialized 
programs for students with behavioral disabilities, learning 
and language disabilities, and multiple disabilities are also 
provided in accordance with Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs).  Appropriate services are determined 
annually in the IEP meeting. 
 
Mathematics (Grades 9-12) 
This program is designed for students with special needs in 
mathematics skills – computation, number concepts,  
measurement, algebra, geometry, and consumer related skills.  
Emphasis is placed on the practical application of these skills 
to daily living situations.  The program is adapted to the 
student’s specific learning needs as identified in the 
Individualized Educational Program. 
 
Language Arts (Grades 9-12) 
This program is designed for special needs’ students and will 
follow the mainstream curriculum at a modified and 
individualized pace.  The program is adapted to the student’s 
learning needs as identified in the Individualized Educational 
Program. 
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History (Grades 9-12) 
This program is designed for special needs’ students and will 
follow the mainstream curriculum at a modified and 
individualized pace.  The program is adapted to the student’s 
learning needs as identified in the Individualized Educational 
Program. 
 
Science (Grades 9-12) 
This program is designed for special needs’ students and will 
follow the mainstream curriculum at a modified and 
individualized pace.  The program is adapted to the student’s 
learning needs as identified in the Individualized Educational 
Program. 
 

Study Skills (Grades 9-12) 
This program is designed for students with special needs.  
Emphasis is upon monitoring of academic progress, study 
skills and self advocacy skills.   
 
Larks 
The Larks program is designed for students with multiple 
disabilities to provide appropriate programming and services 
aligned to a student’s IEP. 
 
Academy 
The Academy program is designed to provide a positive 
educational environment for students with behavioral 
disabilities. 
 
Learning and Language Disabilities 
The LLD course of study offers students the opportunity to 
focus on transitional skills in an educational program. 
 
Special Needs Supported Employment Program 
This special education program for high school students 
emphasizes the functional, adaptive, and vocational skills 
necessary to assist students with a transition into community 
life and employment. 
 
Student Assistant Program 
 
Students with an interest in learning the functions of various 
HS departments can elect to become a student assistant.  This 
is an alternate educational program which will permit students 
to engage in volunteer work for academic credit.  Grading is 
on a pass-fail basis (credits are to be determined).  Students 
may serve as assistants in the following areas: 
 
Departmental or Guidance Assistant XXD200 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits  YR  
    1.25 credits per semester 
 

Students enrolled as departmental assistants will be assigned 
to that department’s supervisor and be given a variety of 
duties.  These may include: tutoring, assisting with clerical 
work, assisting on class projects, typing and setting up 
equipment.  Students who choose to be departmental assistants 
must have the written permission of a supervisor. 

 
Media Assistant    XXD205 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits  YR 
    1.25 credits per semester 
   

First year students will learn about media software (books, 
audio-visual materials, and audio-visual production), media 
hardware (audio-visual equipment) and basic theater 
equipment operation.  Students will assist in the circulation of 
materials and equipment, process new materials, and assist 
with in-service activities for students and staff.  Information 
inquiry skills, preventive equipment maintenance skills, and 
technical skills are emphasized.  2nd & 3rd year students must 
specialize in either advanced technical or information skills.  
Students who choose technical skills will be rotated between 
AV equipment responsibilities and theater responsibilities.  
Students who choose information skills will pursue advanced 
reference, cataloging, and research skills. 
 
Resource Room Assistant  XXD210 
 Grades: 9-12  2.5 credits  YR  
    1.25 credits per semester 
 

Selected students will tutor students working on individual 
assignments in reading, language arts, or mathematics.  Other 
requirements include the preparation of lesson plans and the 
completion of an observation log which is kept on a regular 
basis.  The assistant will also participate in an annual art 
contest and the Special Olympics. 
 
Student Trainer    XXD220 
 Grades: 9-12 maximum 5 credits YR 
   1 credit per 35 hours  
    
Students selected as student trainers will work with the high 
school trainer and assist with general training activities.  They 
will be available for athletic team support and help the athletic 
director, trainer and coaches with general troubleshooting. 
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Technical Schools 
 
Mercer County Technical Schools (Grades 11-12) 
 

Mercer County Technical Schools (www.mcts.edu) offer three 
distinct programs at three campuses for our students.  At the 
Performing Arts High School located at Mercer County 
Community College (MCCC), a student may study dance, 
drama and/or vocal music.  Also at MCCC, students enrolled 
in certain programs may earn dual credit towards both a high 
school diploma and an associate’s degree in eight different 
disciplines.  Sypek and Assunpink campuses are host to our 
more traditional vocational training.  All of the programs 
offered through Mercer County Technical Schools are shared  
time, meaning the students will take their academic classes at 
West Windsor High School North or South for approximately 
three hours (either am or pm) and then will be bussed to the 
county school for their technical training.  Students will 
receive 20 credits toward their high school diploma for each 
successful year at one of the technical schools.  Interested 
students and their parents should contact their school 
counselor for further information, tours and/or an application 
to the career program of their choice.  Additionally, an 
audition is required for the Performing Arts High School.   

 

Course Offerings 

Sypek Campus: (Lawrence, NJ) Automobile Collision 
Technology, Automobile Technology**, Commercial Art 
Technology**, Cosmetology*, Graphic Arts Technology***. 
Assunpink Campus: (West Windsor, NJ) 
Architectural/Engineering Design***, Cosmetology*, Diesel 
Technology**, Electrical Construction, General Building 
Construction, Health Occupations (1 year program), Heating, 
Ventilating and Air Conditioning Technology***, Medical 
Office Assistant (1 year program), Network 
Engineering/Computer Technology***, and Health 
Occupations.   
Also at Assunpink Campus: 
Health Sciences Academy is a full-time, 
school program for self-motivated students interested in 
health and  medical sciences. The Academy offers preparation 
for a career in the healthcare field. Students study in a creative 
environment enhanced by contact with specialists in the 
medical arts healthcare fields.  Classes consist of advanced 
and specialized courses.  
 

Dual Credit Programs (MCCC):  (West Windsor, NJ) 
Computer Systems and Networking Technology, Criminal 
Justice, Fire Science/Emergency Medical Technology, 
Ornamental Horticulture and Landscape Designs, Professional 
Cooking, Radio and Television Production, and Business 
Foundations as well as Dance, Vocal Music, Theatre/Drama 
and Entertainment Technology. 

*Certification/licensure is available. 
** College credit offered. 
*** Certification/licensure and college credit available. 
 
 
 

 
 
Middlesex County Technical School 
 
Students are also eligible to attend Middlesex County 
Vocational School.  This is a four-year, full day vocational 
program hosted at four different locations throughout 
Middlesex County.  Students interested in attending one of 
these programs should apply at the end of grade 8 for entrance 
in grade 9 since admittance for upper grade students is based 
on availability. Interested students and their parents should 
contact their school counselor.  Additional information, as  
well as programs offered, can be found at their website:  
www.mcvts.net.      
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