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 LATIN ROOT -MAL-
The Latin root -mal- means “bad” or “evil.” For example, the word malice means “the desire to do evil or harm.” Used as a prefix, mal- may also mean “poorly” or “wrongly.” For example, maladapted means “poorly adjusted.”


A.
Directions: Complete each sentence with the appropriate word containing the root or prefix -mal-. Check your answers in a dictionary.


A. maladroit    B. malcontent    C. malodorous    D. malady    E. dismal    F. malpractice


1.
I wasn’t sure what      

 FORMTEXT 
      afflicted my friend; I just knew 
that she was ill. 


2.
The smell was so      

 FORMTEXT 
      that it made me feel ill.


3.
David’s      

 FORMTEXT 
      attempt at bowling was laughable; he rolled every ball down the gutter.


4.
Dr. Stone’s reputation is impeccable; not once has anyone filed a claim for      

 FORMTEXT 
     .


5.
Dierdre is no      

 FORMTEXT 
     ; she is extremely pleasant and easily pleased.


6.
The view through the fog was      

 FORMTEXT 
      and bleak.


B.
Directions: Reread the word choices and sentences in Part A.  Then, write the word that corresponds to each definition.


1.
      
: extremely bad smelling


2.
      
: a sickness or disease; an ailment


3.
      
: professional wrongdoing or misconduct


4.
      
: a discontent or dissatisfied person; a rebel


5.
      
: gloomy; melancholy


6.
      
: inept; bungling
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 LATIN ROOT -MAL-

A.
Directions: Select the correct word from the box on the right to complete each sentence. Check your answers in a dictionary.


1.
The disease causes a      

 FORMTEXT 
      in fruit, so that its shape is not normal.


2.
After the war, British society went through a period of      

 FORMTEXT 
      in which most people were vaguely uneasy.


3.
She used a      

 FORMTEXT 
      instead of the right word.


4.
Abuse and neglect left the child      

 FORMTEXT 
     .


B.
Directions: Write four words that use the root or prefix -mal- and correspond to the part of speech given. Then, use one of the words in a sentence. If necessary, use a dictionary to help you.


1.
      
: adjective


2.
      
: noun


3.
      
: adverb


4.
      
: verb


5.
Sentence:     


C.
Directions: Find three additional words with the root -mal-. Provide a brief definition, and use each correctly in a sentence. If necessary, use a dictionary to help you.


1.
Word:      

 FORMTEXT 
      Definition:     
 


Sentence:     
 

2.
Word:      

 FORMTEXT 
      Definition:     
 


Sentence:     
 

3.
Word:      

 FORMTEXT 
      Definition:     
 


Sentence:     
 
maladjusted


malaise


malformation


malapropism
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