
Howard School Site Council Bylaws

Article  I

Name

The name of this committee shall be the Howard School Site Council.

Article  II

Role of the Council

1. The role of the School Site Council is to develop, implement, and evalute the school plan which includes a budget which becomes a common agreement between the School Site Council and the local governing board,

2. The School Site Council shall annually review the school plan, establish a new budget, and if necessary, make other modifications in the plan to reflect changing needs and priorities.

Article  III

Membership
1. The council shall be composed of the following:

A. Principal or designee

B. Three (3) teachers elected by teachers

C. Five (5) parents or community members (elected  by Howard parents); and shall not be employess of Madera Unified School District.

D. One (1) classified MUSD employee.

2. The membership of this committee shall not exceed ten(10).

3. Resignations will be accepted only upon written notice to the chairperson and/or the pricipal.

4. All members of the Council shall serve for a two (2) year term.  However, in order to achieve staggered membership, two (2) parents and two (2) teachers shall serve for a three (3) year term during the first year of the Council’s existence.  After the first year of the Council’s existence, the term shall be two (2) years.  Any portion of a school year shall be considered one year of the term.

5. An elected member shall no longer hold membership should he or she fail to meet the membership requirements under which he or she was elected.  Membership shall automatically terminate for any member who is absent from all regular meetings for a period of three (3) consecutive meetings.

6. The council, by affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members, can suspend or expel a member.

7. Membership in the School Site Council is not transferable or assignable.

8. Any vacancy on the Council shall be filled for the remainder of the term by appointment as agreed upon by the chairperson and principal.

Article  IV
Officers

1. The officers of this council shall be the chairperson, a vice-                chairperson, and a secretary.

2. The officers shall be elected annually no later than October 20th, and shall serve for one year.  The officers shall be two (2) parents and one (1) staff member or one (1) parent and two (2) staff members.

3. Any officer may be removed by a two-thirds vote of all members sitting on the school site council whenever, in the judgement of the council, the best interest of the council would be served thereby.

4. A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or otherwise, shall be filled by the school site council for the unexired portion of the term.

5. It shall be the duty of the chairperson to preside at all meetings of the school site council and shall, along with the principal, sign all letters, reports and other communications of the school site council.

6. The duties of the vice-chairperson shall be to represent the chairperson in assigned duties and to substitue for the chairperson during his or her absence, and the vice-chairperson shall perform such other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the chairperson or by the school site council.

7. It shall be the duty of the secretary to record and prepare the minutes and to send the original minutes to the principal.

8. Should both the chairperson and vice-chairperson be absent, the secretary shall open and close the meeting.

9. It shall be the duty of the principal to hand out agendas and minutes to each School Site Council member at the meeting and post the agenda in a conspicuous place at the school.

Article   V
Election of Members

1. The nominating process shall be as follows: The School Site council will nominate candidates at a regular meeting.  Interested parents and Howard community members, who are not Madera Unified School District employees, wishing to run for the School Site Council shall submit his/her name in writing to the school by the deadline determined in a cover letter to all parents.  The cover letter will also include a brief description and purpose of the School Site Council.

2. The Council shall send one (1) ballot per family to parents within the Howard School attendance area.  The ballots returned shall be counted and the parents/community members with the highest number of votes shall be elected.

3. Teachers membership on the School Site Council will be determined by the following procedure:  Selection will occur by popular election by teachers.  Ballots will be counted by a teacher member of the School Site Council.

4. The student member on the School Site Council will be filled by the president of the Howard School Student Body or designee selected by the Student Council.  Having a student on the council is optional.

5. All new members must be a parents of a child attending Howard School, a member of the Howard community, and may not be an employee of Madera Unified School District.

Article  VI
Committees

1. The School Site Council may from time to time establish and abolish such special committees as determine necessary by 3/5 vote of the School Site Council.

Article  VII
Meetings

1. The School Site Council shall meet five times a year when regular school is in session, if there is business to conduct.  A minimum of four (4) meetings shall be held each year.

2. A simple majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

3. The School Site Council shall hold its regular meetings and its special meetings in a facility provided by theschool and readily accessible by all members of the public, including handicapped persons.

4.  All decisions of the School Site Council shall be made only after an affirmative vote of a majority vote of its members in attendance, providing a quorum is in attendance.  If a quorum is not present at a regularly scheduled meeting, the meeting may be held only for the dispersion of information on the established agenda fulfilling the requirements of Article VII, item 1.

5. Special meetings may be called by the principal or by the chairperson of the School Site Council.

6. Notices of meetings must be posted at the school site or other appropriate places, at least seventy-two (72) hours before the meeting.

7. All regular and special meetings of the School Site Council shall be open at all times to the public.

8. All regular and special meetings of the School Site Council shall be conducted in accordance with  Robert’s Rules of Order or in accordance with an appropriate adaptation thereof.

9. Items may be placed on the agenda by submitting an item in writing to the principal and/or chairperson two (2) weeks before the regular meeing.  Items must meet the requirements specified in AB 65.

Article  VIII
Amendments

1. These bylaws may be amended at any meeting , a quorum being present.  Proposed amendments will be introduced and discussed at a regular meeting of the Council, will appear in the minutes of that meeting, and may be voted upon no sooner that the following meeting.
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