RESPONSE-TO-LIT ESSAY DETAILS for “Hox River Window” story:

Your essay must be typed (we will have lab time to accomplish that). It must have five paragraphs, each of them indented. I recommend writing your body paragraphs first, then your introductory paragraph, because it will be easier to accurately word your intro to match what you ended up discussing in your body paragraphs!

ESSAY CHOICES:
A. Write an essay in which you discuss how the author establishes the character of the ‘zombie’ homesteader. (Possible focuses for the three body paragraphs: dialogue, appearance, action)
B. Write an essay in which you discuss how the author creates suspense in ​​the story. (Possible focuses for the three body paragraphs: dialogue, action, setting)
C.  Write an essay in which you discuss how the author foreshadows danger and death in the story. (Possible focuses for the three body paragraphs: dialogue, action, setting)
Group Tasks:  First, brainstorm plot/character details related to the particular essay choice you want to do. For instance, if you were writing the one about suspense:
.1)  Stranger tells Miles his family stole the window
.2)  Miles rides through the snowstorm without control of the horse
.3)  The stranger knows Miles’s name without having been told it

.4)  Miles prepares to stab the stranger in the back to retrieve the window

Then pick three of the details you found, and write down one direct quotation for each of those three details you picked:
(for  example #1 above):    “And anyway, this window isn’t yours. You stole it.”  (p. 79)
 (for example #2 above):    “…I see that ice coats her eyes. She’s been galloping completely blind.”   (p. 75) 
(for example #3 above):   “The West is a land of infinite beginnings, isn’t that right, Miles Zegner?”   (p. 77) 

 (for example #4 above):    “My legs tremble as I spread them to a wide base and get ready to lunge.”  (p. 79)
Example on how to plan your essay:

Pretend the following was an essay option you chose to do, we’ll call it Choice ‘D’: 
‘D’:  Write an essay in which you discuss the author’s use of setting to establish mood (how the text makes the reader feel toward the material).

First, jot down moments when there is a certain mood created and why:

1. Excited and anxious (the inspector is coming and they have a chance to finally ‘prove up’)

2. Excitement, hope, and relief (it starts to rain and he feels hope for the crops and survival/improved situation)

3. Fear, hopelessness (blizzard injures him and horse runs off)

4. Brief hope (stranger appears)

5. Gradual fear and concern (stranger is creepy, doesn’t seem completely human, makes threatening comments)

Then choose three examples from those brainstorming details that you can use for your three body paragraphs. Try and choose ones for which you can find effective quotations to support and prove your thesis statement. For example, here are a couple of quotations you could use for detail #2 above:

(For #2)

“I close my eyes and see my mother and father drenched outside the soddy, still dancing but joyously now;”
“Soon this corner of the Window is jeweled with water,”

HOMEWORK DIRECTIONS FOR A PRE-WRITING OUTLINE: Write up a simple outline of your three body paragraphs (a sample is below). List which essay choice you’re doing, then describe what your topic sentences involve (make sure it connects to your essay choice), and then for each topic sentence, list the two quotes you plan to use in that body paragraph. Here is an example of what your homework should end up looking like:

Essay choice: Foreshadow danger/death

a) Subject of topic sentence: Danger/death through setting  

1)  First quote: “Blizzard is hard to see through.”

2) Second quote: “Thousands of little crosses spread out.”

b) Danger/death through threats to Miles  

1)  “A puddle of blood from his eye lay next to him.”

2)  “It’s too late for that, Miles.”

c) Danger/death through the stranger’s comments  

1)  “You stole the window.”

2)  “And I grew it without a drop of water.”

How to create a body paragraph from one of your brainstorming details:

Structure of each body paragraph:
--a topic sentence (yellow in ‘Step Up’ system)

--two quotations that support the topic (yellow) sentence of that paragraph (make sure to include author’s last name and the page number in parentheses after each quotation!)
--those two quotations (and the explanation of how they support the topic sentence) will create your red sentences in the ‘Step Up’ system
So let’s assume you’re doing Essay Choice ‘D’, and the detail you want to use is this:

0. Fear, hopelessness (blizzard injures him and horse runs off)

And let’s also assume you’re envisioning a thesis statement that sounds like this:

Thesis statement –  In “The Hox River Window,” author Karen Russell  uses descriptive settings to create a number of moods that the reader experiences during the story.

HOW TO WRITE YOUR BODY (EVIDENCE) PARAGRAPHS:
As I mentioned above, your body paragraph will be constructed with a topic sentence, followed by two embedded quotations. For each quotation, you need to follow the formula (included at the end of this document!): provide context for the quotation, list the quotation, cite the quotation correctly, and explain the quotation’s significance to the topic sentence/thesis statement. 
For example: 

(topic sentence example)  The protagonist must confront both fear and despair as he deals with the sudden blizzard. (context for the quotation) As the storm gets worse, Miles can’t control his horse anymore. (the quotation itself) “Nore rushes forward, and I realize her eyes are covered with ice and she’s running blind” (Russell 74). (make sure you cite it correctly like I just did! Then explain the quotation’s significance to the topic sentence/thesis) The reader can imagine Miles’s fear, since getting lost in the storm will surely mean the boy won’t make it to his neighbor’s house before the inspector shows up. After he is thrown off Nore, he watches her vanish into the blizzard, and begins to doubt if he will even survive the desperate situation.  (context for second quotation) As he lies in the snow, his awareness and energy drifting away, Miles considers the unacceptable prospect of failing in his mission. (second quotation) “If the Hox glass is in pieces, I won’t ever go back home. I’d rather die here than return to the dugout without it” (Russell 76). (Then explain the quotation’s significance to the topic sentence/thesis)  This mission was a way for Miles to prove himself to his parents, and he now fears that he has failed. If he has broken the glass, his family may never get the deed to their land, and all hope will be lost. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE (but without instructions included). It is for essay choice ‘A’):


One way Russell reveals the zombie homesteader is through action. Just after the rain has begun, Miles notices someone might be following him. “This fellow’s gaze is like a noose he’s drawing around us” (Russell 76). This shows the reader that Miles is not alone, and he may be facing an adversary who is tracking him. If this is true, the stranger may hinder Miles’s mission to deliver the window. Later, the stranger takes Miles to the man’s homestead, which Miles recognizes from his father’s disturbing story about the Yotherses’ place. “Hundreds if not thousands of little crosses” (Russell 78). Clearly the stranger is proud of what appears to be many bodies he has buried in this field. At this point, readers realize Miles could be his next victim.
Example of embedding a quotation into your body paragraphs:
Let’s assume we had to cite examples of figurative language that add to the mood (how the text makes the reader feel toward the material) of the story. Let’s say we choose the following line from p. 70: “So we keep it hidden in the sod cave like a diamond.”
We need to accomplish three things as we embed the quotation:
1. Give context to the quote, so the reader isn’t suddenly confronted with a random quote that wasn’t introduced in any way. So we lead into the quote with something like this:

The Zegner family knows that having a glass window is rare. 

Then we include the quotation:

Miles says, “So we keep it hidden in the sod cave like a diamond.”
0. Next, we need to make sure we cite it in an acceptable format, such as MLA format. You end the quotation with the quotation mark, then put the author’s name and the page number in parentheses, then the period to end the sentence (notice there is no period after diamond):

…cave like a diamond” (Russell 70).
0. Lastly, we need to explain why the quotation is important to the claim/thesis we’re making in our essay. So let’s say we want to point out how precious a diamond (and therefore the window) is, and that the author uses the word ‘hidden’ to indicate that others might take it if they had the chance. That thought might help us also make a connection to the fact that, after all, Miles’s dad took the window from someone else’s property. So we can write something like this:

The Zegner family knows having a glass window is rare. Miles says, “So we keep it hidden in the sod cave like a diamond” (Russell 70). This simile involves the window, as precious to them as a diamond, which is the final requirement the family needs to own that land. The author uses the word ‘hidden’ to show that others might take it if given the chance, which Mr. Zegner himself did when he found the Yotherses’ property abandoned. As a result, the window’s importance creates excitement and anxiety for the Zegners.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR HIGHLIGHTING YOUR BODY PARAGRAPHS IN YOUR FINAL DRAFT:

0.  Underline the thesis statement

0.  Highlight the topic sentence in each of your body paragraphs in yellow
0.   Highlight the following red sections of your supporting details in pink

NOTE:  I left the ‘context for the quotation’ sentences and the quotations themselves in purple so you can recognize which ones to NOT highlight today.

(topic sentence example)  The protagonist must confront both fear and despair as he deals with the sudden blizzard. (context for the quote) As the storm gets worse, Miles can’t control his horse anymore. (the quote itself) “Nore rushes forward, and I realize her eyes are covered with ice and she’s running blind” (Russell 74). (make sure you cite it correctly like I just did! Then explain the quote’s significance to the topic sentence/thesis) The reader can imagine Miles’s fear, since getting lost in the storm will surely mean the boy won’t make it to his neighbor’s house before the inspector shows up. After he is thrown off Nore, he watches her vanish into the blizzard, and begins to doubt if he will even survive the desperate situation.  (context for second quote) As he lies in the snow, his awareness and energy drifting away, Miles considers the unacceptable prospect of failing in his mission. (second quote) “If the Hox glass is in pieces, I won’t ever go back home. I’d rather die here than return to the dugout without it” (Russell 76). (Then explain the quote’s significance to the topic sentence/thesis)  This mission was a way for Miles to prove himself to his parents, and he now fears that he has failed. If he has broken the glass, his family may never get the deed to their land, and all hope will be lost. 
PEER CHECK for Claim Paragraphs:

In your group of 4-5, swap papers with two different people and check the following items:

a) Did he/she indent the paragraph?

b) Did he/she have a topic sentence?

c) Did he/she have two different quotations?

d) Did he/she provide a phrase/sentence of context leading into each quotation?

e) Did he/she cite the quotation correctly:

For example:  “She was running blind” (Russell 74).

f) Did he/she explain how the quotation ties into the topic sentence (as opposed to just restating what is said in the quotation)?

Introductory paragraph structure:
--Mostly hook/anecdote/background info (2-4 blue sentences in the Step Up system) that leads into the thesis statement sentence (green sentence in the Step Up system)
Introductory paragraph strategies:
First, brainstorm themes/related terms/concepts from the story to help create some blue sentences:
Obstacles, wanting to prove oneself, pride of ownership, challenges, family secrets, courage, revenge, owning land, fear.
Then write a few blue ‘hook sentences’ that will give the reader a sense of the story’s theme and make them curious to read your paper about the story. For instance, if I decide to touch on the concepts of ‘owning land’ and ‘challenges’, a few blue sentences could sound like this:
For as long as humans have chosen to live in one place, they have wanted to own the land. In homesteader days, courageous settlers could stake a claim of their own. However, gaining possession was rarely easy. 
Then insert your thesis statement, such as this one for Essay Choice ‘A’ about the character of the zombie homesteader:
In the short story, “The Hox River Window,” author Karen Russell creates a mysterious, sinister zombie homesteader who stands in the way of young Miles Zegner’s plan.

So an intro paragraph would look something like this:
For as long as humans have wanted to live in one place, they have longed to own the land. In homesteader days, courageous settlers could stake a claim of their own. However, gaining possession was rarely easy. In the short story, “The Hox River Window,” author Karen Russell creates a mysterious, sinister zombie homesteader who stands in the way of young Miles Zegner’s plan.

Writing a Concluding paragraph:
You want to reinforce the theme and the thesis statement from the Intro, but in different wording:
    The desire to own the land where one lives is natural, and for homesteaders like the Zegners, it was an obsession. In fact, the family hung in through drought and other challenges. However, in the story, “The Hox River Window,” the author creates a murderous stranger as the ultimate obstacle to young Miles Zegner, one the boy cannot overcome. 
Then you want to finish with some sort of insight or revelation or comment that references something larger than just the Miles Zegner situation:
Ultimately, the zeal Miles’s father showed in taking a window from the Yotherses’ abandoned claim proved to be a sin Miles had to pay for eventually. Yet another example of frontier justice.

So the conclusion would read something like this:
    (recapping the blue ‘hook’ ideas from the intro) The desire to own the land where you live is a natural one, and for homesteaders like the Zegners, it was an obsession. In fact, the family hung in through drought and other challenges. (recapping the thesis statement from the intro)  However, in the short story, “The Hox River Window,” the author provides the ultimate obstacle to young Miles Zegner, one that the boy cannot overcome. (adding some type of realization or insight you gained from the story)  Ultimately, the zeal Miles’s father showed in obtaining a window from the Yotherses’ abandoned claim was a sin Miles had to pay for eventually. Yet another example of frontier justice.
CORRECTING KEY I USE FOR THE FINAL ESSAY DRAFTS:
NOTE to students:  If you want to know the specific mistakes that you made according to the numbers at the top of your essay, you can set up a time to come in right after school or at lunch and I’ll go through it with you to show you the mistakes.

1 – misspellings, grammar mistakes, punctuation mistakes, not indented

2 – blue sentences and thesis statement
3 – topic sentences
4 – at least six quotations

5 – quotations not punctuated correctly

6 – quotations were not explained/commented on adequately

7 – conclusion 
8 – use of I/me/my/you
(Also, if your thesis was not related to one of the three essay choices [zombie homesteader character, suspense, or foreshadowing danger/death], you lost five percentage points.)

